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2013 Scores

Press Status: Not Free
Press Freedom Score: 92
Legal Environment: 29
Political Environment: 35
Economic Environment: 28

Cuba has the most restrictive laws on free speedipeess freedom in the Americas. The
constitution prohibits private ownership of medidlets and allows free speech and journalism
only if they "conform to the aims of a socialistiy." Article 91 of the penal code prescribes
lengthy prison sentences or death for those whagainst "the independence or the territorial
integrity of the state," and Law 88 for the Proimttof Cuba's National Independence and
Economy imposes up to 20 years in prison for aatséd at subverting the internal order of the
nation and destroying its political, economic, andial system." Cuba's legal and institutional
structures are firmly under the control of the exte® branch. Laws criminalizing "enemy
propaganda” and the dissemination of "unauthonmsds" are used to restrict freedom of speech
under the guise of protecting state security. Inawms carry penalties of three months to one year
in prison, with sentences of up to three yearsaffiresident or members of the Council of State or
National Assembly are the objects of criticism. 997 Law of National Dignity, which

provides for prison sentences of three to ten yearsanyone who, in a direct or indirect form,
collaborates with the enemy's media," is aimeadtpendent news agencies that send their
material abroad.

State measures to control the press were espeka@thn during the March 2012 visit of Pope
Benedict XVI to Cuba. A number of independent jalists and bloggers were temporarily
detained and prevented from attending the pope&s oasses in the cities of Santiago de Cuba
and Havana. Such tactics were also used durin@theber trial of Angel Carromero, a Spanish
political activist charged with manslaughter atierar he was driving crashed in July, causing the
death of prominent Cuban dissident Oswaldo Paydl-kdewn dissident blogger Yoani Sanchez
was temporarily detained along with her husbarsty alblogger, en route to cover the Carromero
trial in the city of Bayamo. In February, the Culgaovernment had denied Sanchez permission to
travel to Brazil — the 19th time the government hgjdcted her efforts to obtain an exit visa.

The government controls coverage by foreign mdaaugh the selective granting of visas to
correspondents. Foreign journalists or news outihetspresent a consistently negative view of
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Cuba to the outside world have been denied viga®&)12, Spanish-language media outlets from
the U.S. state of Florida, which cater to the largati-Castro Cuban American community there,
were universally denied visas to cover the popslsaven as journalists from over 300 other print
and broadcast organizations were granted entry.

In 2012, independent or critical Cuban journalesiatinued to be subject to harassment for their
reporting on topics deemed sensitive by the goveninsSuch harassment took the form of
arbitrary short-term detentions, internal depootai house arrest, and the blocking of individuals'
mobile-telephone service by the state telecommtinitecompany, ETECSA. In July, José
Antonio Torres, a former journalist with the ComnairParty newspapésranma, was sentenced

to 14 years in prison for spying after he publishédttles about the mismanagement of a
construction project in Santiago and a fiber-opéible laid between Cuba and Venezuela in 2011.
In September, Calixto Martinez Arias, a journdistthe independent news agency Hablemos
Press, was arrested for reporting on cholera andutefever outbreaks that plagued the island
during the summer and went largely unreported atesnedia. Martinez, who had frequently
been harassed by state authorities over the yweasscharged with insulting the president and
faced a possible prison sentence of up to threesyasso that month, Roberto de Jesus Guerra,
editor of Hablemos Press, was detained and begtstate security forces. In November, the
government charged journalist Yaremis Flores walisseminating false information against
international peace" after she published artidtes ¢riticized the government for its harassment
of journalists and its response to Hurricane SaWdlyen a number of journalists and activists,
including Yoani Sdnchez, went to a police statimiavana to obtain information about Flores's
status, they too were arrested and temporarilyirteda

The government owns all traditional media excepafaumber of underground newsletters. It
operates three national newspapers, four natiefalision stations, six national radio stations,
and one international radio station, in additiomtmnerous local print and broadcast outlets. All
content is determined by the government, and tisane editorial independence. Cubans do not
have the right to possess or distribute foreignipations, although some international papers are
sold in tourist hotels. Private ownership of elestic media is also prohibited. The Roman
Catholic Church is permitted to publish two magasim Cubakspacio Laical andPalabra

Nueva, which are occasionally critical of the government

Approximately 26 percent of Cubans had accessetantiernet in 2012. However, the majority of
users can reach only a closely monitored Cubaanety consisting of an encyclopedia, e-mail
addresses ending in ".cu" that are used by untessand government officials, and a few
government news websites. For the average Cubeassito the global internet comes through
outdated dial-up technology and is often limitednternational e-mail. In 2012, the Cuban
government set rates for access to the World Widb W $6.50 an hour, and $1.65 an hour for
international e-mail, in a country where the averagnthly salary is $20. Faster connections are
available at tourist hotels and foreign embasswas;h many independent journalists take
advantage of, though this is technically illegdieTregime threatens anyone connecting to the
internet illegally with five years in prison, whitee sentence for writing "counterrevolutionary”
articles for foreign websites is 20 years. Howetlez,authorities do not have the means to engage
in systematic filtering.

It had been hoped that a $70 million fiber-optiblegroject between Cuba and Venezuela would
improve internet access, particularly by increasiognection speeds. However, the fate of the
cable remains unknown, with no increased interpeéd noted within Cuba by year's end. Despite
the difficulties in gaining unfettered internet ass, there is a small but vibrant blogging
community, with more than 70 independent bloggesskimg in the country. Bloggers in Cuba
have yet to be sentenced to prison for their wiodk they often face harassment and intimidation.
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