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In early 2016, AQAP swept through southern Yemen, gaining control of al-Hawta, Azzan, and
Habban in Lahij Governorate, and Mahfad and Ahwar in Abyan Governorate. By February
2016, AQAP controlled most of Yemen's southeastern coast. The group lost control of Mukalla
in April, when forces backed by the Saudi-led Coalition retook the port city, but these territorial
losses did not significantly degrade AQAP’s capabilities, although they deprived the group of an
important source of income.

AQAP also attempted to carry out multiple attacks targeting Yemeni government and security
forces. In July 2016, two car bombs targeting security checkpoints outside Mukalla killed at
least nine Yemeni soldiers and wounded many others.

In early 2017, a U.S. Navy SEAL was killed in a raid against AQAP leaders in Yemen. In June
2017, AQAP conducted an attack using a car bomb and guns at a Yemeni army camp, killing at
least two soldiers. In 2018, AQAP senior leader, Khaled Batarfi, called on its supporters to “rise
and attack™ Americans “everywhere.”

Strength: AQAP fighters are estimated to be in the low thousands.

Location/Area of Operation: The group is based in Yemen.

Funding and External Aid: AQAP’s funding historically has come from theft, robberies, oil
and gas revenue, kidnap-for-ransom operations, and donations from like-minded supporters.
After seizing Mukallah in April 2015, the group had access to additional sources of revenue,

including the millions it stole from the central bank. This access continued until Mukallah was
retaken by Yemeni government forces in April 2016.

AL-QA’IDA IN THE INDIAN SUBCONTINENT

Aka al-Qaeda in the Indian Subcontinent; Qaedat al-Jihad in the Indian Subcontinent.

Description: In September 2014, al-Qa’ida announced the establishment of a new AQ affiliate,
al-Qa’ida in the Indian Subcontinent (AQIS). The Department of State designated AQIS on July
1,2016 as a FTO. AQIS focuses on terrorist activity in Afghanistan, Bangladesh, India, and
Pakistan. Its leader is Asim Umar, a former member of the FTO Harakat ul-Mujahideen.

Activities: AQIS claimed responsibility for the September 6, 2014, attack on a naval dockyard
in Karachi, Pakistan, in which militants attempted to hijack a Pakistani Navy frigate to attack
nearby U.S. warships. AQIS has also claimed attacks against human rights activists and secular
writers in Bangladesh, including U.S. citizen Avijit Roy, U.S. Embassy local employee Xulhaz
Mannan, and Bangladeshi nationals Oyasiqur Rahman Babu, Ahmed Rajib Haideer, and A.K.M.
Shafiul Islam. In September 2017, AQAP called on AQIS to launch more attacks on Burmese
authorities, because of Burma’s policies towards Rohingya Muslims. AQIS did not claim
responsibility for attacks in 2017 or 2018.

Strength: AQIS is estimated to have several hundred members.
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Location/Area of Operations: AQIS members are thought to be located primarily in
Afghanistan, with elements operating in Bangladesh, India, and Pakistan.

Funding and External Aid: AQIS likely receives funding from al-Qa’ida senior leadership and
engages in general criminal activity, kidnapping, and extortion.

AL-QA’IDA IN THE ISLAMIC MAGHREB

Aka AQIM; GSPC; Le Groupe Salafiste Pour la Predication et le Combat; Salafist Group for
Preaching and Combat; Salafist Group for Call and Combat; Tanzim al-Qa’ida fi Bilad
al-Maghrib al-Islamiya.

Description: The Salafist Group for Call and Combat (GSPC) was designated as a FTO on
March 27, 2002. The Department of State amended the GSPC designation on February 20,
2008, after the GSPC officially joined with al-Qa’ida (AQ) in September 2006 and became al-
Qa’ida in the Islamic Maghreb (AQIM). Although AQIM remains largely a regionally focused
terrorist group, it has adopted a more anti-Western rhetoric and ideology. The group aspires to
overthrow “apostate” African regimes and create an Islamic state. Abdelmalek Droukdel, also
known as Abu Mus’ab Abd al-Wadoud, is the group’s leader.

Activities: Following AQIM’s 2007 bombing of the UN headquarters building and an Algerian
government building in Algiers, which killed 60 people, AQIM’s northern leadership was
contained to northeastern Algeria, while the group’s southern battalions focused mostly on
kidnapping-for-ransom efforts. In 2011 and 2012, however, AQIM took advantage of the
deteriorating security situation across Libya, Mali, and Tunisia to plan and conduct expanded
operations. Terrorists with ties to AQIM were involved in the September 11, 2012, attack on
U.S. facilities in Benghazi that killed U.S. Ambassador to Libya J. Christopher Stevens and three
other Embassy staff members. In April 2014, AQIM killed 14 Algerian soldiers in an ambush
east of Algiers.

In January 2015, AQIM claimed responsibility for an attack on a UN vehicle in Kidal, Mali,
which wounded seven peacekeepers. Also in 2015, AQIM twice attacked UN convoys near
Timbuktu, Mali, with small arms and rocket-propelled grenades; three peacekeepers were killed
in a May attack and six peacekeepers were killed in a July attack. In November 2015, AQIM, in
cooperation with other terrorist groups, attacked the Radisson Blu Hotel in Bamako, Mali, taking
more than 170 hostages, including U.S. citizens. As many as 27 people were killed in the attack,
among them a U.S. international development worker.

In January 2016, AQIM carried out an attack on a hotel in Burkina Faso that resulted in 28
deaths; 56 people were injured. In March 2016, AQIM claimed responsibility for a strike on a
popular tourist beach resort in Cote d’Ivoire that killed at least 16 people and wounded another
33.

AQIM also has continued to conduct kidnapping-for-ransom operations. Its targets are typically
Western citizens from governments or third parties that have established a pattern of paying
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