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Based on reported and estimated mortality, it appears clear that the Palestinian death toll in Gaza is
among the highest civilian mortality rates of the 21st century. Credit: WHO

PORTLAND, USA, Oct 17 2024 (IPS) - Following the 7 October 2023 attack on Israel by Hamas-
led militants, Israel’s response has led to unprecedented high mortality levels in the Gaza Strip. The
Palestinian death toll over the twelve month period is believed to be among the highest such
civilian casualty rates in the 21st century.

During the first seven months of the war, Israel is estimated to have dropped more than 70,000 tons
of bombs on Gaza, far surpassing that of Dresden, Hamburg, and London combined during World
War II. In addition, some have concluded that Israel’s bombing of the Gaza Strip, which included
900-kilogram (2,000 pound) “bunker-busters”, is one of the most intense civilian punishment
campaigns in history.

During the first seven months of the war, Israel is estimated to have dropped more than 70,000 tons
of bombs on Gaza, far surpassing that of Dresden, Hamburg, and London combined during World
War II

U.S. President Biden warned Israel that it was losing international support, which has become
increasingly evident worldwide, because of its “indiscriminate bombing” of Gaza. The president
described Israel’s military response in Gaza as “over the top”.

And despite President Biden’s declarations of red lines, calls for restraint and ultimatum for Israel
to limit Palestinian civilian deaths, the president has experienced a moral failure with his
unwavering backing of Israel with unequal treatment and oppression of Palestinians. While seeking
peace, the president has facilitated the Israel-Gaza war.

In addition to the president’s expressed concerns about Israel’ military operations, dozens of U.S.
officials resigned over the Biden administration’s position in the conflict. They were critical of
Israel’s actions in Gaza and accused the administration of not telling the truth about Israel’s
obstruction of humanitarian aid to Gaza.

Mortality in the Gaza-Israel War

https://www.pbs.org/newshour/world/more-than-29000-palestinians-have-been-killed-in-gaza-since-wars-start-health-ministry-says#:~:text=RAFAH%2C%20Gaza%20Strip%20(AP),of%20the%20Israeli%2DPalestinian%20conflict.
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/world/more-than-29000-palestinians-have-been-killed-in-gaza-since-wars-start-health-ministry-says#:~:text=RAFAH%2C%20Gaza%20Strip%20(AP),of%20the%20Israeli%2DPalestinian%20conflict.
https://www.washingtonpost.com/investigations/interactive/2023/israel-war-destruction-gaza-record-pace/
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/middle-east/amount-of-israeli-bombs-dropped-on-gaza-surpasses-that-of-world-war-ii/3239665
https://www.trtworld.com/middle-east/amount-of-israeli-bombs-dropped-on-gaza-surpasses-that-of-world-war-ii-18169607
https://www.lawfaremedia.org/article/legal-questions-answered-and-unanswered-in-israel-s-air-war-in-gaza
https://apnews.com/article/israel-gaza-bombs-destruction-death-toll-scope-419488c511f83c85baea22458472a796
https://apnews.com/article/israel-gaza-bombs-destruction-death-toll-scope-419488c511f83c85baea22458472a796
https://apnews.com/article/israel-gaza-bombs-destruction-death-toll-scope-419488c511f83c85baea22458472a796
https://apnews.com/article/biden-israel-hamas-oct-7-44c4229d4c1270d9cfa484b664a22071
https://themedialine.org/top-stories/facing-more-isolation-israel-loses-international-support-for-its-war-on-hamas/
https://apnews.com/article/biden-israel-hamas-oct-7-44c4229d4c1270d9cfa484b664a22071
https://www.cnn.com/2023/12/12/politics/biden-israel-losing-support-netanyahu/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2024/02/08/politics/biden-calls-israels-response-in-gaza-over-the-top/index.html
https://www.npr.org/2024/05/29/nx-s1-4983786/where-is-the-biden-administrations-red-line-when-it-comes-palestinian-deaths-in-gaza
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/biden-ultimatum-netanyahu-protect-gaza-civilians-or-else-2024-04-05/
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/10/08/opinion/bidens-moral-failure-in-israel.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/10/08/opinion/bidens-moral-failure-in-israel.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/10/05/opinion/biden-israel-war.html
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/article/2024/may/30/two-more-us-officials-resign-over-biden-administrations-position-on-gaza-war
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/article/2024/may/30/two-more-us-officials-resign-over-biden-administrations-position-on-gaza-war
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/article/2024/may/30/two-more-us-officials-resign-over-biden-administrations-position-on-gaza-war
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/article/2024/may/30/two-more-us-officials-resign-over-biden-administrations-position-on-gaza-war


Although the numbers of deaths continue to rise and are being updated, the current reported levels
of mortality provide an intelligible picture of the war’s lethal consequences on human life in Gaza
and Israel. In addition to the mortality based on official reported deaths by Israeli and Palestinian
authorities, higher levels of mortality have been estimated by health experts.

According to Israeli officials, the number of Israeli deaths resulting from the attack in southern
Israel on 7 October 2023 is 1,163, with close to 70 percent of the victims identified as civilians. The
attack is considered to be the country’s worst loss of life in a single day since its founding in 1948
(Table 1).

 

Source: Reported mortality from Israel Shin Bet, Gaza Ministry of Health and United Nations.

 

In addition to those deaths on 7 October, no less than 728 Israeli soldiers are reported to have been
killed in combat since the Gaza ground invasion began and 33 Israeli deaths occurred in the West
Bank.

Given Israel’s total population of nearly 10 million, the number of Israeli deaths on 7 October and
the subsequent twelve months represents about 0.02 percent of the Israeli population, or 20 deaths
per 100,000 population.

https://www.inss.org.il/publication/all-fronts/
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/11/12/world/middleeast/israel-death-toll-hamas-attack.html
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/israeli-military-opens-probe-into-reports-oct-7-friendly-fire-deaths-2024-02-06/#:~:text=Around%201%2C200%20Israelis%20and%20foreigners,240%20people%20were%20taken%20hostage.
https://www.timesofisrael.com/a-year-of-war-idf-data-shows-726-troops-killed-over-26000-rockets-fired-at-israel/#:~:text=A%20total%20of%20728%20soldiers,the%20ground%20offensive%20in%20Gaza.
https://watson.brown.edu/costsofwar/files/cow/imce/papers/2023/2024/Costs%20of%20War_Human%20Toll%20Since%20Oct%207.pdf
https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/2024-09-26/ty-article/.premium/israels-population-approaches-10-million-according-to-annual-census/00000192-2a51-d1f6-a596-6b594fac0000


As reported by the Gaza Ministry of Health, the death toll in the Gaza Strip from Israeli military
operations after one year following the 7 October attack is 41,909 Palestinians. That number of
deaths represents about 2 percent of the Palestinians in Gaza.

According to the Israeli Shin Bet, the proportion of Hamas fighters among the Palestinian deaths is
approximately 40 percent. While the Gaza Ministry of Health does not identify whether the deaths
are civilian or combatant, approximately two-thirds are reported to be women and children.
According to Oxfam, the war in Gaza killed more women and children than any other war in the
last two decades.

The reported number deaths of Palestinians are deemed generally accurate and widely accepted by
international monitoring organizations, including Israeli and US intelligence agencies. Independent
studies of the deaths reported by the Gaza Ministry of Health show no evidence of inflated
mortality figures.

In addition to the nearly 42 thousand Palestinian deaths, Israel’s military action in Gaza has left
many more wounded, exposed to famine and disease and most of Gaza’s population homeless.

With an estimated total population of approximately 2.1 million in Gaza, the Palestinian death rate
from the war after one year is 1,957 deaths per 100,000 population. That Palestinian death rate in
Gaza is 100 times greater than the Israeli death rate.

Applying the Israeli and Palestinian death rates to a third population, i.e., the United States,
illustrates the striking differences in the mortality levels and their demographic impacts. When the
death rate in Gaza is applied to America’s population, the resulting mortality would be nearly 6.6
million deaths. Similarly, applying the Israeli death rate to the U.S. population yields close to 66
thousand deaths (Figure 1).

 

Source: Reported mortality for Israelis from Israel Shin Bet and for Palestinians from Gaza
Ministry of Health, and the estimates of U.S. mortality levels calculated by author.

https://english.alarabiya.net/News/middle-east/2024/10/07/health-ministry-gaza-says-war-death-toll-at-41-909-
https://www.inss.org.il/publication/all-fronts/
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2024/10/7/one-year-of-israels-war-on-gaza-a-simple-guide
https://www.oxfam.org/en/press-releases/more-women-and-children-killed-gaza-israeli-military-any-other-recent-conflict
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(23)02713-7/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(23)02713-7/fulltext#:~:text=The%20Gaza%20MoH%20has%20historically,an%208%C2%B70%25%20discrepancy.
https://truthout.org/articles/israel-has-killed-wounded-or-rendered-missing-10-percent-of-gaza-population/
https://www.csis.org/analysis/gaza-impacts-famine-will-last-generations
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/gaza-families-flee-again-shrinking-overcrowded-pocket-land-2023-12-05/
https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/countries/gaza-strip/#people-and-society


 

It is widely recognized that the true death toll in Gaza is likely to be higher than being reported by
the Gaza Ministry of Health. A major contributing factor to higher mortality is the humanitarian
catastrophe in Gaza with more than 10,000 missing, untold numbers buried under rubble and many
experiencing disease and malnutrition, as humanitarian assistance is limited by Israel’s blockade.

One group of 99 American health care workers returning from Gaza estimated that the true death
toll in Gaza is at least four times higher than the official reported count, or approximately 119
thousand. In a published open letter dated 2 October 2024, the group transmitted their estimated
number of Palestinian deaths in Gaza and their concerns over the mortality level to President Biden
and Vice-President Harris (Figure 2).

 

Source: Reported: Gaza Ministry of Health; Estimated (1): Sidhwa; Estimated (2): Khatib, McKee
& Yusuf; Estimated (3): Sridhar.

 

A second analysis by a team of three researchers, which was published in The Lancet, estimated
that the number of deaths in Gaza by mid-year was about 186 thousand. The researchers estimated
that the actual death toll in Gaza could conservatively be about four times the reporting figure at
that time. Their estimated level of mortality includes direct deaths due to bombings as well as
indirect deaths due to the destruction of the health, food and sanitation systems in Gaza.

A third analysis of the deaths in Gaza by the chair of global public health at the University of
Edinburgh estimated the death toll to be even higher. Building on the mortality figure that appeared
in The Lancet, the number of deaths in Gaza twelve months after the 7 October attack is estimated
at approximately 336 thousand. That mortality level also took into account indirect deaths due to
widespread disease and starvation.

https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/interactive/2023/gaza-rising-death-toll-civilians/
https://www.newsnationnow.com/world/war-in-israel/oct-7-how-many-dead-israel-hamas-war/
https://time.com/6549715/history-israel-hamas-war-end/
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2024/2/21/in-gaza-city-death-and-famine-take-hold-amid-israels-war#:~:text=About%20half%20the%20population%20of,As%20are%20meat%20and%20dairy.
https://www.gazahealthcareletters.org/usa-letter-oct-2-2024
https://truthout.org/articles/us-health-workers-back-from-gaza-estimate-death-toll-is-at-least-119000/#:~:text=As%20the%20anniversary%20of%20the,count%2C%20if%20not%20far%20higher.
https://www.gazahealthcareletters.org/usa-letter-oct-2-2024
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(24)01169-3/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(24)01169-3/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(24)01169-3/fulltext
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/article/2024/sep/05/scientists-death-disease-gaza-polio-vaccinations-israel
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/article/2024/sep/05/scientists-death-disease-gaza-polio-vaccinations-israel


One year after the 7 October 2023 Hamas-led attack on Israel, the resulting mortality levels of the
Israelis and the Palestinians in Gaza are both high and strikingly dissimilar.

For Israel, the deaths from the attack represent the highest loss of life in a single day since the
country’s founding. For the Palestinians, the reported number of deaths represents an alarming
proportion of the Gaza resident population.

Over the past year of conflict, the reported number of Palestinian deaths in Gaza is about 20 times
greater than the number of Israeli deaths. Also, the mortality rate of the Palestinians is 100 times
greater than the Israeli mortality rate.

In addition to direct reporting of deaths due to bombing and military operations, the crisis in Gaza
has led to high levels of indirect deaths. Those deaths are mainly due to malnutrition, wasting,
stunting and trauma reaching famine thresholds largely due to the Israeli blockade. UNICEF has
warned that the lack of water, food, medicine, sanitation, road and electricity infrastructures is a
bigger threat than bombs to the lives of thousands in Gaza.

The true death toll in Gaza may not be known for many years, especially as indirect deaths are
expected to exceed the direct death toll. However, based on reported and estimated mortality, it
appears clear that the Palestinian death toll in Gaza is among the highest civilian mortality rates of
the 21st century.

Joseph Chamie is a consulting demographer, a former director of the United Nations Population
Division and author of numerous publications on population issues, including his recent book,
“Population Levels, Trends, and Differentials”.

 
 

https://www.nytimes.com/2024/02/29/opinion/gaza-israel-palestinians-starvation.html?campaign_id=2&emc=edit_th_20240229&instance_id=116455&nl=todaysheadlines&regi_id=26794078&segment_id=159553&user_id=238d32f2dc633f67c3b731d28b9421f3
https://www.nrc.no/news/2024/september/israels-siege-now-blocks-83-of-food-aid-reaching-gaza-new-data-reveals/
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2023/dec/29/health-organisations-disease-gaza-population-outbreaks-conflict
https://www.washingtonpost.com/investigations/interactive/2023/israel-war-destruction-gaza-record-pace/
https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007/978-3-031-22479-9?source=shoppingads&locale=en-jp#toc
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