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Irag

While many of the active battlefronts between Iragi forces and the Islamic State
(1515} had quieted by 2018, military operations continued against sleeper cells
and rural 1515 heldouts. 1515 continued to capture and extrajudicially kill clvillans
and lragl armed forces throughout the year. Under the gulse of fighting terrar,
raq! forces arbitrarily detained, ill-treated and tortured, and disappeared mostly
Sunni men from areas where 1515 was active and faited to respect their due
pracess and fair trial rights. The years of fighting across the country left at least
1.8 miltlon Iraqis still displaced in 2018. Iraq} authorlties imposed securlty meas-
ures against individuals and famllies perceived as having relatives who sup-
ported IS15 in the past in what amounted to collective punishment.

Other human rights vialatlons persisted, including violatlons of freedom of as-
sembly and expression, women’s rights, and the continued use of the death
penalty.

May parllamentary elections led to Adil Abd Al-Mahd! taking up the post of prime
minister from Haldar al-Abadi in October and forming 4 new government.

Justice for 1515 Abuses

In 2018, 515 fighters captured and extrajudicially killed civilians, often targeting
community leaders and Iragl armed forces. They carried out dozens of explosive
altacks on tivilian-populated areas. Under international law some of the brutal
ttimes perpetrated by SIS since 2014 amounted to war crimes and may amount
ta crimes agalnst humanity or genoclde, In 2018, Irag failed te pass legisiation to
make war crimes and crimes against humanity specific offenses under ragl law.

Iragi judges Instead prosecuted 1SIS suspects with the single charge of 1515 affil-
iation, underIraql counterterrorism legisiation. The trials were generally rushed,
based on a defendant’s confession, and did not involve victim participation. Au-
thoritles did little to protect, gather, and use In ¢criminal prosecutions evidence
found at mass gravesites lef by 1515,

The Iragi government and Kurdistan Reglonal Government (KRG) conducted thou-
sands of irlals of I1SIS suspects without a strategy to prioritize the worst abuses
under Iraql and international Law.
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Based on 4 United Nations Securdty Councll resolutlon adopted In September
2017, a UN Investigative team was created 10 document serious crimes commit-

ted by 1515 In Irag. By the end of 2018, the team had yet ta properly launch Inves.

tigations in Iraq.

Iraq passed Law No. 20, Compensating the Victims of Milltary Operations, Mill-
tary Mistakes and Terrorist Actlons in 2009, treating govemmental commisslons
lo compensate Iragis affected by terrorism, military operations, and military er-
rors. Compensation commissions in areas that felt under SIS cantral in 2014
have recelved thousands of compensation requests but have yet to pay out any
clalms fram 2014 enwards.,

Arbitrary Detention, Due Pracess, and Fair Triol Violations

Iragi forces arbitrarity detained some 1565 suspects, predominately Sunni men,
many of them for menths. According 10 witnesses and Family members, securlty
forces regutarly detained suspects without any court arder, arrest warrant, or
other document Justifying arrest and often did not provide a reason for the ar-
rest,

During March protests launched by clvil servants In the Kurdistan Reglon of rag

for unpald wages, KRG secusity forces also arbitrarily detalned dozens of protest-

ers and journallsts.

Authoritles systematically viclated the due process rights of 1515 suspects and
other detainees, such as guarantees In Iraqi law for detainees (o see a judge
within 24 hours, to have access to a lawyer throughout Intetrogations, and to
have famities notified of thelr detention and to able to communlcate with them.

Judges alsa [gnored claims made by foreign women charged with 1515 affiliation
for having entered Iraq and lived in 1515-contralied areas that thelr hushands

browught them against their will, Children above the ages of nine were alse prose-

cuted for lllegal entry into the country despite statements in court that thelr par-
ents brought them to lrag without their consent.

Desplte requests, the government of lraq falled to release Informatlon on which
security and military structures have a legal mandate to detaln and in which fa-
cilities.
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Torture and Other Forms of lil-Treatment

Detainees In Nineveh gave graphlc accounts of torture during Interrogationsin
Mosul’s prisons under the control of the Ministry of Interior, in some cases lead-
Ing to the deaths of detainees. These allegations are consistent with reports of
widespread use of torture by Iraql forces as a method to extract confesslons in-
stead of carrying out robust criminal investigations. Autharities detalned I1S1S
suspects in overcrowded, and In some cases Inhumane, condltions.

Desplte commitments by the prime minister In September 2017 to investigate al-
legatlons of torture and extrajudiclal kitlings, authorities seemingly took no
steps to Investigate these abuses,

In 16 terrorlsm trials Human Rights Watch monitored In 2018, defendants alleged
torture, Including to extract tonfesslans, but most judges did not take any action
1o investigate the altegations, and in only one instance was an officer investl-
gated and sanctioned.

Enforced Disappearances

The Internatlonal Center for Missing Persans, which has been working in partner-
ship with the Iraq] government to help recaover and Identify the missing, estl-
mates that the number of missing peaple in Irag could range from 250,000 to 1
million people. Since 2014,

Iraqi military and security forces have forcibly disappeared predominately Sunni
Arab males in the context of counterterrorlsm operations, as well as in other
cases. A range of military and security actors are responsible for the enforced
disappearances, many of which took place at checkpoints or the homes of sus-
pects. Despite requests from the families of the disappeared for information,
Iragl authorities have given none, Authorities did not respond to queries from
Human Rights Watch as to which channels were available to famiHes searching
for loved ones, An Initiative In 2015 and in 2017 to pass a new taw that prohibits
enforced disappearances as a distinct crime has been stalted in parliament.
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Collective Punishment of Families of Suspected ISIS-Affiliates

Iragi famities with percelved ISI5 affiliat'on, usually because of their family
name, tribal affillation, or area of erlgin, were denied security clearances re-
quired 1o obtain identity cards and all other civil documentatien. This impacted
their freedom of movement, right to education, right to work, and right to apply
for welfare benefits and obtain birth and death cent'ficates needed to Inherit
property of remarny.

Denial of security clearances also blacked families with perceived ISIS alfitlation
fram being able to make claims to the governmental commission to compensate
Iragls affected by terrorism, military operations, and military errors; to bring
court cases; or to challenge the selzure of property by Iraql security forces or
other local families. In Nineveh, families with perceived I515 affillation also said
they were sometimes denled actess to humanitarian assistance, usually by com-
munity leaders.

Lawyers providing legal services 10 ISIS suspects and, their families, or those
perceived to be, reporied that securlty forces threatened, and in some Instances,
detained, them for providing these servicas.

Desplte joint government and humanitarian efforts to facliitate the return of dis-

placed persons to areas once held by ISIS, local decrees and other preventative

measures prevented families with perceived ISIS affitlation from returning home

o some areas, including in Anbar, Diyala, Nineveh, and Salah al-Din. In some In-
stances, these familtes were forced from thelr hames into camps by lraq| armed

forces or were farced into secondary displacement,

Freedom of Assembly and Expression

KRG security forces atbltrarily detained dozens of protesters and journalists at
March protests by civil servants demanding unpaid wages. Some protesters al-
leged security forces also beal them,

Protests that began in central and southern Iraq In July demanding Improved ac-
cess to water, jobs, and electrical power (urted violent In some areas, particu-
larly In Basra, with Ministry of Interior forces Injuring dozens of protesters, and
killing a few through thelr excessive use of force when trying to disperse crowds
and detain protesters. The protests in Basra continued through September, with
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vlolence Increasing on both sides leading to protesters buming down bulldings
and leaving at least 15 dead,

Women's Rights, Sexual Orlentation, Morality Laws

Human Rights Waich and other organlzations documented a system of organized
rape, sexual stavery, and forced martiage by 1515 forces of Yezidi women and
girls. However, no 1515 member has been prosecuted or convicted for those spe-
cific crimes.

Women have few legal protections ta shield them from domestic violence, irag's
criminal cede includes provislons criminalizing physical assault but lacks any ex
plicit mention of domestlc violence, While sexual assault is criminalized, article
398 provides that such charges be dropped If the assailant marries the victim,
While no recent national studies on domestlc violence have been carrled oul,
women's rights organizations reported a high rate of domestic violence.

Iraq"s criminal code does not prohibit same-sex sexual relallons, although artl
cle 394 makes It il'egal to engage in extra-marital sex. Paragraph 401 of the
penal code holds that any person who commits an “immadest act” in public can
be put in prison for up to six months, a vague provision that could be used to tar-
get sexual and gender minorities, although such cases have not been docu-
mented.

Death Penalty

Irag has long had cne of the highest rates of executlons in the world, ranked in
the top four alongside China, Iran, and Saud| Arabia. Iragi law permlis the death
penaity agalnst adults for a range of crimes. Iragl authoritles handed down hun-
dreds of death sentences to those convicted under counterterrarism fegistation
ant carrled out executlons without publicizing any offlclal rumbers or sharlng
this information with internatlonal actors. After an ISIS attack in June, the prime
minister called for the “Immediate” execution of all cenvicted “terrorists™ on
death row, after which authorlties publicly announced the execution of 12 men.

In the Kurdistan Regton of Irag, the KRG implemented a de facto moratorium on
the death penalty in 2008, banning It "except in very few cases which were con-
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sidered essentlal,” according 1o a KRG spokesperson, The lragi criminal
code prohibits the use of the death penalty against children.

Foreign Military Operations

While the United States-led Global Coalition against ISIS continued its military
cperations iR Iran, Turkey Increased its operations In northern Iray against the
armed Kurdistan Workers' Party (PKK). The PKK, an outlawed armed group active

in Turkey, has long maintained a presence in northem Irag near the Turkish, tran-

ian, and Syrian haorders,

Turkish forces have conducted operations against the PKK in Irag at varigus
times for over two decades. Starting in March, Turkish forces extended their
presence Inta northem Irag by at least 3o kilometers, establishing multiple out-
posts, including in rural areas of Dohuk and Erbll governorates. In March and

June, two Turkish military operations in the area kilted five non-.combatants in at-

tacks where there were no apparent mllitary objectives.

In September, Iranian forces reportediy carrled out an attack on the headquar-
ters of the Kurdistan Democratic Party of iran and the Democratic Party of Iranlan
Kurdistan, two opposition groups in the northern town of Koya, In northern Irag,
killing at least 13 Individuals and wounding anather 39,

Key International Actors

The US-led Global Coalition agalnst 155, including Australla, Belgium, Canada,
Denmark, France, the Netherlands, and the United Kingdem, as well as Iranian
and Turkish forces, have supported Iragi and Kurdish troops in the war against
1515 since 2014. This support includes billions of doliars spent training, equip-
ping, and supporting a range of Iragi military and security forces, The countries
were generally vague as 1o what they published publicty on the scale, nature,
and parameters of their assistance In 2018, as well as the exact recipients.

In 2018, Iraq also purchased weapons worth millions of dollars through foreign
milltary sales from US-coalition members as well as fran and Russia reportedly.

In February, North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO) defense ministers agreed

to a bigger “train-and-advise”™ mission in Irag. The US-ted coalition has also com-

mitted to staying in Irag indefinltely, and continued to camry gut military opera-
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tlons against 515 targets in Irag.

In light of the rampant impunity of Iragi security forces, Human Rights Watch
calted on foreign governments to end military assistance to units involved in
laws of war violaticns and explain publicly any suspenslon of military assls-
tance, including the grounds for dolng so.

in January, European Union foreign ministers adopted a new EU strategy on lrag
that seeks to address Iraq’s humanltarian, stabllizatlen, reform, and reconcllia-
tion needs. In July, the European Parliament gave its consent to the EU-Irag Part-
nershlp and Cooperation Agreement,

In July 2018, US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo held his first ever ministerial,
which focused on religious liberties, Senior US government officials highlighted
the plight of Christlans, Yezldis, and other religlous minoritles in Irag and
pledged $17 million for landmine ¢learance in the Nineveh plalns.
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