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1. Human rights context
1.1.  State Union

On 26 December 2003, the State Union of Serbia and Montenegro ratified both the European
Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms and the
European Convention for the Prevention of Torture and Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or
Punishment. However, the instruments still need to be deposited with the Council of Europe.

1.2, Serbia

In November 2003, for the third consecutive time, Serbian Presidential elections were not
successful as, once again, less than 50% of the electorate turned out to vote. The percentage
who voted (38.79% of an electorate of 6.5 million) was the lowest recorded in Serbian
presidential elections. Moreover, the elections registered an upswing in support for ultra-
nationalism, with the right-wing nationalist Serbian Radical Party’s candidate receiving some
47% of the votes cast. :

A similar trend was seen in the early Parliamentary elections held on 28 December, when the
Serbian Radical Party got over 27% of the votes cast, making it the largest party in
Parliament. Four election lists out of 19 were headed by ICTY indictees: the Socialist Party
of Serbia with Slobodan Milosevic; the Serbian Radical Party with Vojislav Seselj; the
Liberal Party with police general Sreten Lukic (Chief of Public Security); and the Socialist
People's Party with general Nebojsa Pavkovic (ex Chief of Staff of the Army). These general
trends made it difficult to form a government supported by a coalition of reform oriented
parties with a majority in parliament. As a result of a weak coalition, progress in the reform
process and cooperation with the international community might be less enthusiastic.

This 5% threshold contributed to simplifying the Serbian political scene, with only six parties
and coalitions out of the 70 that had competed in the elections getting seats in Parliament.
While some considered this development to be positive, it has had a negative impact on the
minority representation in the Serbian parliament, as none of the national minority parties
managed to cross the threshold. The only representation minorities have, therefore, is as
candidates on the lists of national parties.

Trial on assassination of PM Zoran Dijindjic: The trial of members of the so-called “Zemun
Clan” accused of committing various crimes, including the assassination of Serbia’s Prime
Minister Zoran Djindjic, began on December 22 in the Special Court for Organized Crime.
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in public discourse for some time, has gained new currency. A visit by relatives of missing
Serbs to the Kosovar Albanian chair of the Assembly’s committee on missing persons was a
positive development.

2. Human rights activities and events
2.1.  Rule of Law and Impunity
2.1.1. Serbia

OHCHR has been monitoring a number of cases related to rule of law and impunity:

»  The Ovcara Case: The Serbian Special Prosecutor for War Crimes has issued eight new
indictments for war crimes committed in 1991 against over 250 civilians at the Ovcara
farm near Vukovar, Croatia. Three former Yugoslav Army officers have already been
charged for this crime by the ICTY, and documentation on the case was handed to the
Serbian Special Prosecutor during his visit to The Hague.

= Trial in Kraljevo: OHCHR monitored a trial before the District Court in Kraljevo
involving several individuals accused of a murder, several attempted murders, armed
robbery, and of illegal possession of explosives. The attorneys of the defendants have
challenged the impartiality of the court and allege that it has failed to meet international
standards for fair trial. A motion for change of venue is pending.

= Follow-up on Batajnica: The acting CoM met with the Special Prosecutor for War
Crimes to follow-up on the Batajnica report and other cases of war crimes. -

2.1.2. Kosovo

The Office worked with families of missing persons and their advocates, presenting its
findings relating to the lack of progress of criminal investigations arising from the
exhumations of mass graves at Batajnica, Serbia. OHCHR has been assisting the families in
developing their capacity to represent themselves before the relevant authorities.

2.1.3. Montenegro

An OHCHR consultant completed a first draft of a short report on war crimes cases in
Montenegro which reviews the cases that have not been officially investigated by the
domestic judicial authorities. These include the “Bukovica case” (the persecution and torture
of Muslim civilians in the northern Montenegrin municipality) and the “Bozaj case™(an
alleged war crime committed by Yugoslav army at the Montenegro—Albanian border during
the NATO campaign).

2.2. Human trafficking

2.2.1. State Union

On 17 and 18 December, OHCHR together with UNICEF and OSCE, launched the Report on
Human Trafficking in South East Europe in Podgorica and Belgrade respectively. The report

notes a reduction in the number of victims of trafficking assisted in this region and identifies
ineffective law enforcement as one of the major problems in the SEE countries.
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2.5. Human rights education and capacity building
2.5.1. Serbia

Human Rights Education in Formal Education: In the context of OHCHR’s aim to develop
a national capacity to introduce human rights education into the curricula in primary and
secondary schools, a consultant reviewed materials and methodologies being used in the
newly introduced “Civic Education” subject, both for pupils and for teachers training. A
report, with recommendations, will serve as the basis for continuing OHCHR’s efforts in
2004 to institutionally strengthen the Ministry of Education and Sport of Serbia. The aim is
not only to enhance the human rights dimension of the “Civic Education” subject in primary
and secondary schools, but also to infuse a human rights dimension into overall programming
in the schools.

Human Rights Day 10 December: Human Rights Day was used to initiate a number of
promotional human rights activities such as roundtable, a conference, a reception, press
interviews, etc. These events were extensively covered by the media.

Conference on Gender Equality: OHCHR made an intervention on international standards
for gender equality at the International Gender Equality Conference organized by the regional
government of Vojvodina, the Secretariat for Labor, Employment and Gender Equality, with
support from our Office throughout the preparation process. The conference brought together
representatives of Governments of Romania, Bulgaria, Albania, FYR Macedonia, Bosnia and
Herzegovina, Croatia, Serbia and Montenegro.

2.5.2. Kosovo

OHCHR worked with local NGOs and other international organizations to celebrate and
publicize 10 December, i.e. International Human Rights Day

3. Cooperation with partners
3.1.  Serbia

Police training on domestic violence and sexual abuse: OHCHR participated in a training for
police on the sexual abuse of children and domestic violence, organized by Incest Trauma
Center, NGO from Belgrade. The participants were teachers from police schools and the
police academy, as well as police officers who have dealt with these issues in the course of
their work. In its presentation, OHCHR focused on international and European human rights
standards in these areas.

Access to International Human Rights Conventions: The Office, in the past quarter, has
collected 20 of the most important human rights conventions in Serbian and posted them on
the UN Country Team website, providing free and easy access to NGOs and Government
personnel from all regions of the country.

Training of the UN Country Team: Following a request from the UN Country Team,
OHCHR prepared training material for a session on “human rights based approach to
development” for the UN staff. A first training was held in December. Other sessions are
planned for March 2004, including in the Republic of Montenegro and in Kosovo.
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Gender equality principles and legislation promoted.
A coalition of national and international NGOs as well as international organizations

formed to advocate the ratification of the Optional Protocol to the Convention Against
Torture at the initiative of the OHCHR.

Positive role of OHCHR recorded among relatives of the missing and
disappeared in Kosovo and increased engagement between OHCHR and UNMIK on the
issues through distribution of Batajnica report in Kosovo.

The profile of the OHCHR was raised through 10 December promotional activities.
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