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HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS IN GEORGIA

In the last two years, pending Georgia's application for full membership in the Council of
Europe, the Georgian government has taken formal - principally legislative - measures to
improve its bad human rights record. However, an evident lack of accountability raised doubts
about the integrity of the government's new approach to human rights violations. It failed to
properly and independently investigate human rights abuses, both past and present, and to
bring those responsible to justice.

Between November 1996 and March 1997, Georgta was on the agenda of two UN committees
to report on its compliance with intemational human rights instruments it had ratificd, Despite
some concessions on the part of Georgia, ¢ g., admitting to the use of torture, the government
failed to take any steps to improve the situation and to fulfill the committees’
ngug. .

On 24 May, President Shevardnadze stated to parfiament that he was willing to address the
problem of holding political prisoners, and to consider starting negotiations with opposition
partics which were not represented in the parhiament. However, no practical steps to this end
were taken during 1997, although such negotiations would be of the utmost importance to
improving the political climate in Georgia which has encouraged human rights violations,

The most pressing abuses continued to be ill-treatment and torture of detainees and prisoners;
extremely poor prison conditions; and serious violations of duc process standards, The
organized return of ethnic Georgian refugees to the secessionist republic of Abkhazia remained
impossible. On the positive side, at the imitiative of President Shevardnadze, Georgian
paritament abolished the de~'h penalty.

Basic human rights were violated throughout Georgia. Five years after the Shevardnadze
adnumistration took office, no legisiation had been created for the local government system and
thus no local elections had taken place Provincial govemors were nominated by the president
and they reported directly to him. A new, much eniticized bill providing for a centralized
system, which would allow provinces little power to make their own decisions, was pending in
parliament zs of the end of 1997
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This situation resulted in a complete lack of control-over the operation of local authorities.
Consequently, individuals fiving in rural areas suffered most. Whereas human rights activitics
and media coverage could provide some protection in the capital Thlisi, individuals in the
provinees remained largely outside such protection.

On 26-27 March, the UN Human Rights Committee for the first time reviewed Georgia’s
compliance with the Interational Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. The delegation of the
Georgian govenment often sidestepped the serious human rights problems under discussion
and offered blatantly untrue information to the UN experts ' The UN Committee, however,
strongly criticized the failure of Georgia to abide by its human rights commitments and the fact
that no steps had been taken to investigate abuses. It emphasized, among other things, the
coatinuing use of torture; disastrous prison conditions; and the failure to respect

932&&.?0&?3&5&8&9&%35%%
This independent office is provided by the 1995 constitution, but had not been filled until that
date, The ombudsman is responsible mﬂggoﬁggggs
Georgia, reporting on their violations and helping restore rights to those deprived of them.
David Salaridze was nominated by President Shevardnadze and the ruling Citizen's Union.
However, Salaridze's background raised serious doubts about his suitability for this office.
ga.ﬁgwgzaoannﬂﬁggqozavi.gn&iiﬁno!ﬂ.v.!on.ﬁu_
of the Ministry of Interior and prokuratura (the prosccutor’s office), all of which institutions
were known not to have shown much respect for the rights of individuals. Most recently, he
had been responsible for the taxation department which had also acquired a questionable
reputation. As the sole candidate for ombudsman, his nomination tnggered cnlicism
throughout Georgia, including parliamentarians and even some members of the ruling party.

At the end of 1997, President Shevardnadze declared an amnesty for over 2,000 prisoners,
However, not one of the more than 70 political prisoners recorded by local human rights NGOs
profited from the amnesty.

Freedom of Expression

' See "Georgian Delegation Dissembles Before UN Human Rights Committee,” Human Rights Waich
Melsinki, 9 April 1997



Political opponents in Georgia were denied any chance to be heard. Since 1992, real or
presumed supporters of the govemment of former President Zviad Gamsaghurdia have been
subjected to harassment and imprisonment. In addition to long prison terms of over ten years,
critics of the Shevardnadze administration have been arrested in large numbers and held in
detention for periods ranging from two days to two weeks before being released without
charge. This practice continued in 1997

¢ On 24 Scptember, Leila Tsomaia, an opposition party activist, was arrested as she
attempted to meet students to brief them about political issucs, She was charged under
article 206(3) of the Criminal Code with organizing or participating in activities which
endanger public order and for resisting the police upon her asrest (article 207(3)). The
charges carry a prison sentence of up to five years, Tamila Nikolaishvili, who went to the
police station where Tsomaia was being held to inquire about her situation, was arrested
and charged with the same articles. The two women refused to participate in their trial
which opened on 13 November, on the grounds that they had not been allowed to choose
their own defense lawyers. They were beaten in the court building and brought to the court
room by force. The court hearing was interrupted after Tsomaia and Nikolaishvili told the
court the reasons for their refusal to attend the hearing. During the break the women were
beaten again and forced back to the court room. Both received a prison sentence but were
released in the amnesty after their case received wide publicity.

In January, the [HF and CAUCASIA rcleased a report on the human nights situation in
Georgia giving details of the cases of 69 political prisoners.* Six political prisoners were
released in the course of 1997 after having completed their prison terms, two of whom died
soon thereafter, while courts of law sentenced eleven further individuals on criminal charges,
but on political grounds, to serve prison sentences.

Peaceful Assembly

There were dozens of legally registered political parties in Georgia, three of which were
represented in the parliament. However, the failure of the strongest party, the Citizen’s Union,
and President Eduard Shevardnadze to enter into negotiations with political opponents who
were not represented in the parfiament contributed to the stagnation of the political climate.

* Human Rights Violations in Georgra, IHF and CAUCASIA - the Research and Information Centre
for Human Rights and Conflict Studies, Febmary 1997
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Peaceful public assemblies of the extra-parlismentary political opposition were as a ry le
dispersed and demonstrators arrested.

* On 26 May - the National Day marking Georgia's independence in 1918 - opposition
gatherings were again forbidden while government supporters were allowed to ceiebrate
independence. The participants of an opposition event were brutally beaten by the police
and sixteen people were arrested. The incident gained much publicity as many journalists
were among those beaten and the incident was covered by television.

* On _ug.?mguga?mﬂwﬂsggéénﬁ
carrying a sign charging President Shevardnadze with deceiving Georgian interests in the
negotiations between him and his Abkahzian counterpart Viadislav Ardzinba. She was
gi&ro&g?anszaoﬁ?un!g:igs&Bg-g«g
prison term. However, following widespread publicity, the seatence was suspended.

N.ol..a. and lll-Treatntent

Hﬁgﬁmgoﬁggﬁngsgggg!
Georgia in 1997, Nearly all detainees, including those detained on political grounds, were
Exgsgaﬁugnﬂgoqngggxﬁaﬁgg.;n
gomgeo-a&nzoFseﬂgcc.&auﬁ:ucﬁﬁ.?goqgg
g:ﬁ&og%i&gfﬁ.u&&gﬁgggﬁgq&
bones and broken teeth. mggacgsggggggg_w
ana&n,msoesvogaaﬂacan&saauwocﬁggc.

In November 1996, the UN Committee against Torture examined the Georgian government's
initial report under the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading
Treatment or Punishment. The IHF and CAUCASIA submitted & report to the UN committee
detailing several individual cases. The Georgian government admitted to torture but blamed
both persisting Soviet structures and minor officials for the continuation of this practice. As of
the end of 1997, the government had done nothing to fulfill the UN committee's
recommendations, :Eaﬁnga&.rncznesa.nﬂi.raggsggag
to during the Commutiee’s investigation cited by NGOs. Some officials had faced trial and
were sentenced Lo prison terms »,oq:u:_n.g_.ag.Ssagpnﬁ__wesaﬂ.sug8
serve his term. Moreover, no judicial reviews took place even where prisoners said they had
“confessed” under duress.

Prison Conditions



Conditions in Georgian prisons and detention facilities have deteriorated along with the
cconomic situation, and could be descnbed as severely abusive, amounting to ill-treatment. The
large number of prisoners in facilities designed for smaller pnson populations resulted in
scrious overcrowding, with many prisoners having to sleep in tums due to the lack of beds.
This facilitated the spread of contagious diseases, particularly tuberculosis. As there was no
adequate medical care, reports were received of several prisoners dying of tuberculosis,

* InJanuary, A. Labadze, a pnisoner sentenced to death, died of tuberculosis in prison,

* David Loladze, sentenced to ten years in prison in 1993 for supporting the former president
Gamsaghurdia (case no. 7792809) - although, officially, imprisoned on criminal charges -
died in prison in carly 1997 as a result of torture and tuberculosis.

* Nemo Chanturia, David Kacharava (both case no. 13), Karlo Djichonaia and Badri
Zarandia (both case no. 5394853), Tamaz (Bidzina) Gorelishvili (case no. 7792809),
Khvicha Jokhadze (case no. 7792809), and David Mchedlishvili {case no. 341), Zurab
Vasharmadze (beld in the Rustavi labor camp) suffered from tuberculosis. As of this
writing, most of them were in serious condition, also suffering from other senous health
problems resulting from torture. For example, Djichonaia was paralyzed in both legs;
Gorelishvili urgently needed psychiatric care because of mental disorders caused by torture;
Vasharmadze was blind in one eye and suffered from continuing high fever; and Zarandia
had Bad onc leg amputated several times because of spreading infections in the operation
wound. All urgently needed adequate medical care available outside the prison but were
denied it. Despite their poor health, none were released in amnesty nor did any have their
cases reviewed.

Food supplies in pnisons were also nsufficient and of bad quality. Therefore, prisoners were
dependent on the food and medicine brought to them by relatives or friends.

Disciplinary measures were frequently imposed on prisoners whose behavior did not conform
to prison administrations” wishes. Collective punishments were inflicted on all prisoners for the
"misbehavior” of one.

Rule of Law

The judicial system in Georgia violated the basic international standards ensuring a fair trial
and the respect of detainees’ nghts. Arrests were often carned out without a warmnt; detainees
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did not have access to legal counsel although this was guaranteed by law; they were routinely
til-treated or tortured during interrogation; and many spent more than the legal maximum of ten
days in pre-trial detention before charges against them were raised.

New laws were being drafted in order to improve legisiation. For example, a new Penal Code
and a law on the independence of the judiciary were adopted, but these were not applied.

The independence of the judiciary was undermined by the government through its direct
interference in the work of the judges. Moreover, judges themselves practiced seif-censorship
in order to avoid losing their positions.

In a flagrant violation of international standards, most political cases were dealt with by the
Supreme Court of Georgia acting as a court of first instance. Thus the defendants had no right
to appeal the passed sentence (o a court of higher jurisdiction. This also made it impossible to
challenge a failure by the court (o respect fair trial standards, including the obligation to
exclude testimony extracted under duress.

Defease lawyers were often denied aceess both to their clients and to documents essential to
preparing their cases. The court often rejected defense lawyers' motions, claiming that the
lawyers were deliberately secking to prolong a court hearing,

* On 5 May, Koba Dzidziguri, Vazha Tsereteli, Giorgi Korbesashvili and Zaza Danelia (case
no. 1095211) were sentenced to 10-12 years in prison for an attempt to blow up the
Vakhusti bridge. The charges were believed to be fabricated. They were forced to "confess™
their planned "plot” on telovision - bearing marks of physical and psychological pressure -
and were publicly declared terronsts, also by President Shevardnadze, before the
investigation began. Afterwards Giorgi Korbesashvili attempted suicide, The detainees had
no access to lawyers.

* The judicial proceedings against suspected perpetrators responsible for the explosion at the
parhiament on 29 August 1995, allegedly aimed at taking President Shevardnadze's life,
have revealed serious failings in the Georgian judicial system. In the summer of 1997, seven
opposition activists,” were sentenced to 7-10 years' imprisonment on charges of high
treason, participation in conspiracy, attempting to prepare a terronist act against the head of
state (article 67 of the Criminal Code), and formation of an anti-state armed group (article

'Zana Dvali, Tamaz Elashvili, Givi Gelashvili, David Mehedlishwali, Gela Nanadze, Giorgl
Oniashvili and Shota Ratiani (case no. 341).
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73). Then, in November, Djaba loscliam, former Mkhedrioni paramilitary leader faced
charges of masterminding the same crime.* Despite this development, the seven opposition
activists imprisoned earlier remained in prison

The Death Penalty

Following the December 1996 decision of President Shevardnadze to place a moratorium on
exccutions, the Georgian pariiament on 24 July adopted amendments o the Criminal Code

abolishing the death penalty for several offenses. As of that date, 54 individuals were on death
row and their sentences were commuted (o 20 years in prison.

Abkhazia

On 15 August, President Eduard Shevardnadee and Viadisiav Ardzinba, president of the
secessionist republic of Abkhazia, signed an agreement abjuring the threat of violence and
pledging to seck a solution to the conflict still lingering five years after the 13-month open war
between Georgia and Abkhazia

Still, relations between Georgia and Abkhazia remained frozen. Negotiations continued

throughout 1997, but failed to come to an agreement about the future political status of

Abkhazia; the sccessionist Abkhazian govemment continued to negotiate for granting full
sovereignty whereas the Georgian government was willing to discuss the issue only after
Georgian refugees were allowed to return to their former homes

After the war broke out in August 1992, some 250,000 ethnic Georgians had to fles the region
to other parts of Georgia where they lived without employment and under difficult conditions,
Both UN attempts and the presence of CIS peacekeeping forces (consisting only of Russian
troops) failed to protect retuming individuals and to create a climate of security. OF the fow
Georgians who had decided to return spontancously without intemational protection, many
were subjected to violence and harassment and even killed by Abkhaz militanies, paramilitaries
and other “unknown individuals.” The situation remained particularly bad in the Gali district,
close to the sccession border. The Abkhazian government blocked any plans for the organized,
large-scale return of displaced persons

The UN-sponsored talks in Geneva in November established a Coordinating Council on
resolving the Abkhaz conflict. It beld it first meeting 1n Sukhumi on |8 December*

* RFE/RL Newsline, Vol. I, No. 181, Pant I, 17 December 1997,
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* RFE/RL Newsline, Vol. 1. No. 183, Pant 1. 19 December 1997
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HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS IN GEORGIA

Report by the
International Helsinki Federation for Human Rights (IHF)
and
CAUCASIA
The Caucasian Research and Information Centre for Human Rights and Conflict Studies
February 1997

Introduction

In 1996, Georgia submitted its application for membership in the Council of Europe and
enjoyed Special Guest Status in the Council of Europe's Parliamentary Assembly. Formally,
Georgia offers legal guarantees for the implementation of international human rights standards,
The 1995 Constitution, for example, prohibits the use of torture (Article 18.4). However,
Article 46, dealing with the rights of the president, provides that in a state of emergency or war
the president bas the right to suspend this and other legal provisions guamnieeing basic rights.

Despite these guarantezs, the administration of President Eduard Shevardnadze coatinued in
1996 to deliberately violate most internationally recognized basic human rights, Some 80
members or supporters of the government of former President Zviad Gamsakhurdia, whom
Shevardnadze ousted in a coup in January 1992, are serving long prison terms while four have
been sentenced to death. These people have been found guilty of high treason and various
unsubstantiated criminal charges afler court processes which have blatantly ignored all
intemational standards for ensuring a fair tnal.

Betweea. 1992 and 1995, the government categorically denied-any responsibility for human
rights abuses. It blamed increasing criminality and general lawlessness for abuses such as
assassinations and ill-treatment. In 1996 - with ciminality subsiding somewhat - the
government started to apply a new strategy. It gencrously acknowledged that human rights
abuses, ncluding torture of detainees, occur, and was suddenly willing to discuss the issue with
§§§§§.<n§u§&§8&§u§§g§
Sg.?ﬁacggdcﬂaamﬂéggnzgoﬁmigag
which cannot be changed immediately, and the impossibility of undertaking costly reforms in
the current difficult cconomic situation. Nonetheless, the government has failed to take
measures which do not require extensive funds and which could indeed be introduced without
delay. One of these is to stop using “confessions” extracted under torture in trial proceedings,
often as the only evidence, against political opponents.

An evident lack of accountability also raises doubts about the integrity of the government's new
approach to human rights violations. It has failed to properly and independently investigate
géﬁggggp&vﬁgriscgwgg?_osg For
example, no-one has been charged with the shooting of nearly 200 peaceful demonstrators in
the period following the 1992 coup. Although the government has now admitted that violations
have taken place, and, for example, the names of many alleged torturers are known, to the
THF’s knowledge no-one has been prosecuted and sentenced for human rights abuses. Both this
and the continuing persecution of political opponents have not only resulted in mistrust towards
the government but also in the polarization of the general climate in the country, They have



created & vacuum in which no genuine political debate is possible. This threatens the stability
of the country which, again, affects the lives of all people living in Georgia.

:wgcﬁoﬁsvnggonsq?dgzoa.ozu_ﬁaa&n:.&oq.ﬁ.oon.ooom-uw.
on?gégﬁﬁgng.i.sﬁﬁxnggmggEwg Our only
gwsgagﬁggégéggwsigaa
5855»82-_gon&ovg&.inuwosgzsassvga.ws»:sg-g
and inhuman punishment.

Freedom of Expression and Political Opposition

mi?..%ng%ﬁoﬁagﬁgz&gsg arrest, ill-
gagmggi_mougsfégigsgigi
Euiﬂ—oniwcﬂ’gnﬂ%n&gogﬁ.)uongq 1996, local
human rights observers had documented 80 cases of political prisoners or individuals being
held in detention pending trial or already sentenced (including four death sentences). They
gv_ﬂgzﬁnﬁnaﬁgﬁﬁ&.egg%?ga_&gggg..

gg?c&éi&%?&gg

,E_gmuo&n-ﬂg.rngnﬁﬁgsv&aﬁgg

E.gggwsgﬁgsuﬁoﬂ?@v&?.&g
Shevardnadzz.

In addition to receiving long prison sentences, large numbers of thperegime’s critics have been
i!lgsg?q%gﬁggﬁﬁsaaigg
Ei&&e.gggvgwnﬂsg?g&ssB:.:.Emﬁvo_aﬂ_
opponents,

In 1995 and 53..33838:5585&«3&&&582888;»&88&8?
of former President Gamsakhurdia on the basis of unsubstantiated criminal charges. Charges
incloded illegal possession of weapons or explosives (Article 238 of the Criminal Code),
assassifation or attempted murder {Article 104), terrorism (Article 67), sabotage (Article 69),
banditry (Article quv.-ﬂgngﬁuna&g?ongaﬁgmgsg
(Article 79). Znggog%?oegcaﬁgggggzﬁ_
gﬂso_nmuv.dsunagoa%mdamﬁs:nﬂ:wﬁa“giﬂoggg
years, Two death sentences were passed in 1995 and two in 1996 (as of carly December 1996).

The series of trials aimed at political opponents and based on unsubstantiated criminal charges
started with “Case.7792809," involving fifteen® supporters of Gamsakhurdia® Most of them
were sentenced in November 1993 to pnson terms of more than ten years and remained
imprisoned throughout 1996, They were arrested in the town of Kvareli at a gathering of
Gamsakhurdia's supporters to protest against activities of the paramilitary group Mkhedrioni
("Horsemen™). They were charged with banditry, terrorism, forming an armed group and
sabotage. All of them were tortured during the interrogation period. A sixteenth detainee,
Vakivahg Goksadze, died in his cell at the Kvareli police station as a result of torture, though
officially of a heart attack. No charges were raised for his death.

At the end of 1996, the situation of six of the imprisoned men was particularly serious:
Khvicha Jokhadze was suffering from bilateral tuberculosis, Tamaz Gorclishvili from mental

£ See the lid of politcal prisonery, Appendis A,

"Lovans Deraklwelidee, Lori Donadse, Gels Gachechuladre, Tamaz Gorelishvili, Munnan Jischaradre, David (Khvicha) Jokhadre,
gggg?ﬁ?ﬁ&!?rﬁ%r&?i?t?ﬁ?
Samusashvili, David Talashwli sd Gels Togonidre

Foe further cases, see below.




disorders resulting from torture, and David Loladze from consequences of brutal torture. In
February 1997, Loladze's doctors believed he had oaly a few days to live. Gela Gachechiladze,
r&gn&ggﬁagﬁin n particularly harsh prison conditions.
§§gon<§0g.z«8&nﬁ§§w3§!8=Wc€&§o&
and were threatened with the same fate unless they were ready to confess,

* In conncction with this case, Mikael (Nuksi) loramashvili was detained on 12 September
1996. He is suspected of having brought food to the fifteen individuals arrested in 1992. On
I7 September, he was moved to the Thilisi isolation facility for interrogations where he
remained as of late November 1996, awaiting trial.

* “Casc No, 13™ During 2 conflict in western Georgia in the summer of 1992 the Vice Prime
Minister Alexander Kavsadze was bricfly taken hostage. Four political opponents, Nemo
Chanturia, Zurah Tsirgvava, David Kacharava and Jemal Akhataia were arrested. They
denied any involvement in the kidnapping. All four men were severely tortured during the
interrogation. As a result, Tsirgvava suffers from mental disorders and 1s since hospitalized
in a psychiatric institution in Poli. Other three were sentenced in October to IS years in
prison each. Because of harsh prison condition, their physical condition is critical,
Kacharava suffers from bilatera! tuberculosis and Chanturia of serious form of diabetes,

. >§§§%§§§§E_&~Su§25:§_gsg?
authority of the government ousted in the January 1992 coup d'état.

* "Case (83)238": Goderdzi Jojishvili, Guram Sulava, Joscph Kuprava, Malkbaz Gviniashvili
Eggémgi?vggﬁ_wg.og:&&&
ggihg_g.fiﬂag%%g?ﬂliig
_§E§é&§§=§g§.iﬁgg
§&§-&8-&§.>=§§56&8?@8§&§8m?8
years. All were brutally tortured.

* In January .SA.NucnﬂogWAgomnstgggg%v
and Valter Shurgaia, both leaders of the Civil Disobedience Movement after the 1992 coup,
were arrested. In the spring of 1995, Kobalia was sentenced to 13 years and Shurgaia to 14
years in prison.

* Also in the spring of 1995, Igor Tolordava and Gocha Olkhozona, officers of the ammy
loyal to the ousted government, were arrested They were sentenced to 10 and 14 years in
prison, respectively,

* "Case 2-142": Bidzina Gujabidze, former governor of the town of Lanchkhuts, was arrested
8G~§~§.E§§£§n§§§=&§vomg.:&§z
beaning began on 23 January 1996 at the Supreme Court, but was later transferred to 2
gigﬁoé.&iﬂégwc.&ggo&SSawﬂa.gg
*&wgrwgsgirgnﬂaﬁgua&g.ggcgiﬁ
arrested in Janvary 1994, His case was investigated in conjunction with the case of Bidzina
Gujabidze. Khintibidze was sentenced to thirteen years' imprisonment and is also serving
Emsaaiﬁcuﬁa_ucgggnnnaamn:n.



* In December 1995, Elguja Meskhia, an exiled Gamsakhurdia supporter and the former
guﬁoﬂ&?ﬂ&éﬁ?.&&?iu«pa&s?&F!nsaacﬂnomns
Georgian authontics. He was accused of high treason and banditry. Despite strong protests
cwwcamgrgnwwagggn%zgga%nﬂ;g_&gmoi
Kovalyev, Meskhia was extradited to Georgia oa 22 March 1996 As a result of
international pressure, particularly from Russia, he was released. But his case is still under
investigation and he is expected eventually to face tnal.

Freedom of the Media

Georgian national television is strictly controlled by the government and operates under
censorship. The few independent local television and radio stations are allowed to operate
relatively freely but practice self-censorship to retain their licenses, Their broadcasts consist
chiefly of entertainment, ie music and films The independent television station Sakartvelos
Khma was banned in January 1995 after it featured the forced dispersal of a political rally in
Thilisi on its nightly program Its license was reinstated in 1996, The television station
Rustavi-2 was closed on 12 July 1996 after transmitting relatively objective and accurate
nformation on the court hearings of Zviad Dridziguri, Nugaz Molodinashvili, Vakhtang
Kobalia and Jambu! Bokuchava.* Rustavi-2 was closed at the request of the ruling party's
(Citizens Union) youth organization

._vnxgw&_oi&s'eo}mﬂ.w.vgzwg:rﬂ_E-os?n.ﬂo:u:g.n
nggog-g.oaﬁggaauggoﬁ?g
newspapers is about 3,000. Several independent and opposition newspapers were shut down in
previous years, but nonc in 1996. The independent press suffers several indirect forms of
cgﬁgggfﬁ&aﬁziggﬁgggcg
gsgeﬁv:ﬂng_wﬁunags:sggmal_-ﬂvceg
E%Sngg.e&%ﬁaaggggugsvﬂw.g
adverse consequences. High taxes and shortages of paper add to the problems of the
guaﬂ.ﬁaﬂugnﬁg_%gﬂ&gggg}?éﬂ&‘
distribute publications loyal to the government. Most independent or opposition papers can
only be distributed in the capital, Thilisi

Freedom of Association and Peaceful Assembly

There are sbout 100 officially registered political partics in Georgia, the ruling one being the
Citizen's Union of President Eduard Shevardnadze. About 50 additional parties are not
registered because of the stagnant political climate and no opportunity to open dialogue with
the regime.

Following the 1992 coup, nearly 200 people were killed taking part in peaceful public protest
mestings. In 1996, no opponents were shot at, but all public opposition meetings were
dispersed forcefully by the police.

« On 26 May 1996 - the National Day marking Georgia's independence in 1918 - several
people were reportedly amested in the center of Thilisi, Opposition gatherings were
forbidden while government supporters were allowed 1o celebrate independence,

* On 27 September - marking the day when separatist Abkhazian forces took over Sukhumi in
1993 - ethnic Georgian internally displaced persons (IDPs) from Abkhazia demonstrated in
Thilisi for better living conditions and the withdrawal of Russian peacekecpers from




Abkhazia. The rally was dispersed by the OMON forces of the Ministry of Interior and
many peeple, including old women, were beaten.



* On 16 October, some 100-150 people, including representatives of foreign embassies and
the OSCE mission and reporters, waited in front of the court building to attend the last court
session during the tnal of Zviad Dadzigun, Nugzar Molodinashwili, Vakhtang Kobalia and
Jambul Bokuchava before the declaration of the sentence They were not allowed to enter
the court ggwﬂvo_magnswag. arrested many and bricfly detaining
them, On 19 November, as the sentence was handed down, people were again denied eatry
0 the court building. The surrounding streets were blocked by OMON forces. Those who
attempted to approach the court building were stopped forcefully and some of them beaten.

* Also on 16 October, the political opposition wanted to organize a demonstration in front of
the Russian embassy to protest the presence of Russian troops in Chechnya The authorities
forbade the gathering and OMON troops dispersed the gathering, beating some pasticipants

Independence of the Judiciary and Fair Trial

3-255&:..03@»-853_58_8&335&.u_aoagm__m:58:8:8&
standards for ensuring a fair tral The govemment interferes directly in the operation of the
judiciary, and judges themselves practice self-censorship in order to retain their jobs.
ggggﬁ-arssgigguaﬁ.ﬂ&.g
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this is guaranteed by law. Nearly all detainces are ill-treated or tortured during interrogation,

Fglaﬁg?ggiigge«?mcvgg&gg
as a court of first instance, with the official verdicts said to record that the sentence is final and
not subject to appeal. So.&go:ss.u..s%os_sug:%z«_ﬁ?gg
gggaisan_gnaga.ug%gizg.gg
failure to exclude testimony extracted under duress.

Under Georgian law, a suspect can be held in preliminary detention for three days without a
sg.iggnuﬁ:sg.:&ag%i&igqgs.ﬁg
facilities of the Ministry of Interior to await trial. In practice, most people are held for much
gmggeﬁ.gwg?g.ig.g%@&.d.oao?n&m..za.gca
ggggﬂﬂazﬁi_§—§5u2.=n_oo&n§=&2-§.&=5.
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complete his term in prison. ngo;&eomgﬁs&gﬁzﬁqvggg.:g
of the Soviet era.

The Apnil 1995 amendments 1o the Cnminal Code substantially restricted the rights of lawyers
to defend their clicnts. One amendment limits a defense lawyer's access to important
documents. ._..Eu.mna.oBﬂomunaasucmvon&o..vn_&gn&ewuﬂo%om
individuals, the investigator would be allowed to provide the lawyer only with the interrogation
protocols of his defeadant without informing him about the testimonies given by other group
members, According to another amendment, “the lawyer docs not have the night to arti c:ally
prolong a hearing " As a result, Judges have rejected lawyers' motions, claining that they were
deliberately secking to proloag a court hearing

"Case 5394853" On 17 June 1996, a politically-motivated judgment was rendered in a
trial which violated the minimum standards of due process. Six members of the
National Guard loyal to the Pariament in exile were sentenced to long prison terms,
and one of them to death, All had been charged with murder, banditry and high treason.
The investigations and coun hearings were marred by irregularities: witnesses who
could have confirmed defendants’ alibis were not questioned; the case was based on
“confessions," which the defendants said had been extracted under torture, and
virtually no evidence was presented to substantiate the charges Gurpen Malamia,



Gabnel Bendeliani and Karlo Jichonaia were seatenced to prison terms of between
&gﬂimgwﬂaagg?gmgiszgzsagomﬁ
charges (banditry and murder), on which counts the cases were retumed for further
mvestigation, The cases of Zviad Sherozia and Murtaz Gulua were returned for
reinvestigation on all counts. Badri Zarandia was sentenced 1o death,' This was the
maggggﬁn_wgwazimo;i.guﬁgg
fear that it might serve as a precedent for future cases All defendants reported that
they had been tortured.

“Case 7493810"; The trial proceedings of this well-documented case involving nineteen
supporters* of former President Gamsakhurdia, who were arrested in 1992 for crimes
including murder, terronsm, and plotting to overthrow the interim government, came to
an end in March 1995." In early 1996, after reviewing their case, the chairman of the
Supreme Court stated that their trial had included a number of minor irregularitics, but
that these had had no noticeable effect on the verdict. In March 1996, the chairman of
the parfiamentary human nghts subcommittee raised these cases at a session of
Parliament, proposing that they be reviewed. The cases of Irakli Dokvadzhe and Petre
Gelbakhiani are due to be considered by the Pardoning Commission of the Parliament,
&gﬂ.ﬂgggg_gm.ggggwﬂggg.g.
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would imply an admission of guilt, All prisoners charged that they had been tortured *

. “Case 1095211™ In February 1996, Zviad Dzidzigun, who was charged with an
attempt to blow up the Vakhushti bridge*, charged that the deputy prosecutor general
had attempted to blackmail him. He said he had been told that if his conduct 8t the
court hearings were “correct,” his brother, Koba Dzidziguri, and his brother-in-aw,
Vazha Tseretel: - facing similar charges - would receive milder sentences. As a result
of Dzidziguri’s statement, heavier charges, i.c. high treason and banditry, were brought
against the two relatives, as well as against Giorgi Korbesashvili and Zaza Danielia.
gggggmu)ﬁ!!&é&i&wnSq.Né
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“Case 7495927 "

"Case 7495927™: The trial agamst Zviad Dzidngun and Nugzar Molodinashvili, both
members of the exiled Supreme Soviet (Parliament), as well as Vakhtang Kobalia,
uﬂsg_gﬁgammagﬂ_mnz..sg.on&nz»gggsg
exiled Parliament, opened in February 1996. The men were charged with high treason,
banditry, and aftempting to overthrow the authoritics. Kobalia was additionally
gi&min&-ﬂ§§?.9.a2§.nﬁ~§§§”
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of heaith reasons). The trin) gravely violated international standards. The court ignored
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fourteen years. frabti Dokvadre sad Petre Gribakhiani were sentroced 1o desth
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all requests by the defense, and Judge Alexandre Aladashvili exerted psychological
pressurc upon witnesses in favor of the prosccution. Daidziguni was not allowed a
lawyer of his own choosing and his request for a public defender was rejected. During
the court hearings, two public defenders of other defendants were removed from the
court room. On 10 July, Molodinashvili began a hunger strike to protest the violations,
He demanded to sce representatives of intemational organizations and the press, and
this was allowed on 10 August. Finally, the prisaners themselves were not allowed to
participate in their own trial but were only brought into the court room to hear the
sentences passed.

“Case N 341" Following the explosion at the Parliament on 29 August 1995, ten
political opponents™ of the regime were immediately detained by the Ministry of
Sccurity and accused of the attempted assassination of President Shevardnadze Sooa
after their arrest, however, the Minister of Security, Igor Giorgadze, was accused of
?§§0m§95§m=§85§=55§§.:§
3000 fled to Moscow. Despite these allegations, seven” of the opponents, Zaza Dvali,
Tamaz Elashvili, Givi Gelashvili, David Mchedlishvili, Gela Nanadze, Giorgi
Eémimgxkgmsﬂo%a&isgggﬁv&gi
gg.-uucoau:uvavpaa.n:&nggg&nio_.mssasao
g.imongomgg.ﬂzonns&wacigio 73). Following their arrest, the
State Security Service continued the investigation into their alleged involvement in the
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Torture and l-Treatment

On 21 November 1996, the UN Committee against Torture cxamined the Georgian
government's initial report under the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or
Degrading Treatment or Punishment. Contrary to practices afler the 1992 coup, the Georgian
govemment openly admitted that torture was used in detention facilities. The report understated
zﬁv&gégigaagﬁageﬁaqgaggggg:
resulted from the difficulty of reforming old Soviet structures and the mentality which
accompanied them. In reality however, the govemnment has not taken any serious steps to

Wlazs Onaly, Tamas Elabvli, Give Gelashvile, Zaral Getashwvile, Davsd Mchaflnhivil, Gela Nanadee, Urorgy Omashwili, Shota
Ratison, Zurab Vardosanidre, and » sman named Chutiinidee

' Aczording 10 hit successor, Shota Kuviemia, Sakartvelos Resguldica, )} October 1995
' Others ware relessed.
:?-«ii‘fcﬂ&gg



According to both the UN Convention and Georgian law, evidence obtained through violation
of legal proceedings has no legal force. Nonetheless, testimonies obtained under duress from
defendants have not been excluded from trials even where defendants have repudiated them in
court. Sometimes these testimonies have been the sole evidence against a defendant. Moreover,
since testimonies have remained in the court records, judicial reviews have been based oo the
same “evidence” and cannot possibly be regarded as fair. In most cases claims of tarture are
not investigated cven where the names of the zlleged torturers are known.

[n 1995, the department of the Prosecutor's office admitted that torture had been used to extract
confessions from tea people in a murder investigation, where all were later released due to lack
of evidence. Two investigators were subsequently charged with the abuses in August 1995, The
State Committee for Human Rights confirmed several other cases of torture and pursued at
lcast six officials for abuse of prisoners. Yet, to the IHF's knowledge, none of the alleged
perpetrators have yet been tried

Zviad Sherozia and Gabriel Bendelian were two of the six men sentenced on 17 June
(see “Case 5394853 above). All defendants said they had been tortured until they
“confessed.” Sherozia was suspended by his legs and beaten repeatedly, and
investigators put a grenade in his mouth and threatened to remove the pin. The toe nails
of Bendeliani were tom off during the interrogation. The court refused to investigate
the allegations of torturc although the names of the alleged torturers were known.

- "“Case 119326": Ramaz Vanishvili, formerly a colonel in the Georgian afmed forces,
was arrested in October 1993, He was charged with having lef his military unit
property. During the arrest, Vanishvili was wounded and then tortured and ill-treated
during interrogation. During the same period, his brother and a neighbor were killed by
the paramilitary group Mkhedsioni. In May 1994, a military court sentenced Vanishvili
to six years in prison. In the spring of 1996, the case was reopened for investigation
and Vanishvili was additionally charged with high treason. On 10 October he was
sentenced to a total of ten years in prison.

?Czngaaﬂgﬂgcagg§~§€§§%§w
case itsconcern that a large number of complaints had been received from Georgia. It noted
that the authoritics have failed to promptly and independently investigate such claims, to
prosecute the offenders and to offer compensation and rehabilitation to the victims. It pointed
out that conditions in places of detention are grossly inadequate and expressed alarm at the
number of deaths m pnson. Most importantly, the Committee recommended that the
govemment provide it with information regarding all the individual cases referred to during the
Committee's investigation and cited by NGOs These included two persoaal testimonies of
torture by Zaza Tsiklauri (“Case 1095211") and Gorgi Korbesashvili (“Case 7495927"), both
political pnsoners. '

On 27 November 1996, a few days after the UN Committee Against Torture had heard
the written testimony of Zaza Tsiklauri on his torture, Zaza Tsiklauri was transferred
from a prison hospital to a labor camp, Tsiklauri suffers from tuberculosis and the THF
belicves that his transfer to a labor camp seriously threatens his life.

' See Appendic 1.



The IHF and CAUCASIA prepared a joint report to the 21 November 1996 session of the UN
Commuttee Against Torture at wiich the report of the Georgian government was presented. We
gg%&é.?.?néiR:annwgongns
guarantee the fair re-trial of all cases in which evidence was obtained under torture: to exclude
m.oa..xoae.»_gaz_uﬂgaooﬁ:&sansaca.aasgs.véea
impartial investigations into all allegations of torture and ifl-treatment

-..13.: Conditions

Conditions in prisons and detention faciliies have deteriorated along with the cconomic
situation, and can be described as severely abusive, amounting to ill-treatment. Prisons are
seniously overcrowded, with several prisoners sometimes having to sleep in turns due to the
lack of beds. Adequate medical care is non-existent and contagious discases, particularly
tuberculosis, are wide-spread. In early 1997, reports were received of several prisoners dying
of tuberculosis. Food supplies are also scarce [n practice all prisoncrs are dependent on the
food and medicine brought to them by relatives or friends.

* In January 1997, A. Labadzade, a prisoner sentenced to death, died of tuberculasis in
prison.

Disciplinary measures are frequently imposed on prisoners whose behavior does not conform to
prison administrations' wishes, Collective punishments are inflicted on all prisoners for the
“misbchavior™ of one. For example, on 6 June 1993, Irakli Gabunia, the head of Rustavi Camp
No, _gﬁggdugasgﬁgggggﬁ;gw&g
prison rules. When Tsiklauri refused, be was placed in an isolation cell and ill-treated. On the
E&w.&.ﬂ.ugw:_sﬂavgams&ggonﬂuﬁga.-g&.x
Enﬁ?gggiségg_fig. Eventually,
Tsiklaun was forcibly shaved.

The Death Penalty

gﬁvﬁ&wasasapagasgvgw_QE 1992 and abolished it for several
og?_oow.gq.ﬂiogﬂgmuvgcxggsﬁngs
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court of first instance, allowing no right to appeal the sentence. The 1995 Constitution also
permuts the death penalty "

E_gvg.ggaﬂﬁggﬁaggsggonsﬁ four
of them on political grounds, It 15 believed that no exccutions have taken place during this
gg?:ﬁ-&n>cn>m_>358-c8=§88<§@§ﬁw«a=#§_FmogwoaW
unavailable.

The abolition of the death penalty was on the agenda of the November 1996 session of
Parliamzat but deputies failed to reach a decision and the issue was deleted from the agenda.
On 10 December, President Shevardnadze announced to the Georgian Parliament that he
imposes & moratorium on executions until a new Penal Code is adopted. On 11 December, the
?gaﬁgcwaxﬁsgz&nqonogiznrﬂa?aﬂs penalty. Now the death
penalty can be handed down for seven offenses: genocide (Article 65.1); tervorist acts (Article
67), terrorist acts against a representative of another state (Article 68), sabotage (Article 69),
murder (Article 104), attempt on the life of a police officer (Article 209.1), resistance to a
supenior or forcing himvher to violate official dutics (Article 258), However, it is of concemn
that the president’s statement has no legal foree unless it is reinforced by the Parliament.

" Georgia: Sumemary of Amnesty Intenational's Comoeme, October 1990 Urgent Action 14996, Amnesty Internatsonal.



The issuc of the death penalty is important not least because the Council of Europe requires its
member stales to work for the total abolition of the death penalty,

On 17 June 1996, the Supreme Court sentenced to death Badni Zarandia, an officer in
the National Guard loyal to the Parliament before the January 1991 coup. Zarandia
was injurcd during his arrest in October 1994, His leg had to be amputated because he
&n.&.gﬁg:&ﬂ_.agggﬁ. While still in the hospital, he
was scverely ill-treated by his interrogators in plain sight of medical staff He
attempted suicide several imes apparently in connection with those incidents. The trial
.G&mérﬁzwvz.aﬂ_.gtiﬁuggsgsggoq%g
banditry, murder, and hooliganism. Judge Jemal Leonidze considered that charges of
murder and banditry lacked evidence and retumned the case on those counts for further
investigation. Nevertheless, Zarandia received a death sentence for high treason. Of
glgwggg.nﬁnﬂ_aaaﬁggwgvga-gs
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petition President Shevardnadze for clemency.

Refugees and Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs)

The 1992-94 ggziggggg.ggnaggg
ggon_mﬁigsnuo.gaég.gong&B&Oooiua.>
Quadripartite Agreement was signed on 4 April 1994 for the repatriation of some 250,000
IDPs to Abkhazia and the UNHCR-organized repatriation started in October 1994, However,
ggu@egiﬁa&rsgiggéig Still, according to the
csgaggggﬁaagﬁgg%ggg.wgsg
be guaranteed **

In June 1994, up 1o 3,000 Russian peacekeeping troops, nominally under the auspices of the
Commonwealth of Independent States, were stationed in Abkhazia. Also, military observers of
Bnczogzgganaczogoviuavg-m:)cgﬂsﬁ_ﬂﬁn
OSCE.-But the UN- and Russian-mediated peace negotiations brought no solution in 1996 and
repatriation on a large scale remained impessible, "

The return of IDPs has been thwarted because of arbitrary restrictions imposed by Abkhazian
authorities and acquicsced to by the Georgian authorities and the UNHCR. The Abkhazian
bureaucracy insists on arbitrary, discriminatory, and highly restrictive criteria for retum,
wncluding filling out forms correctly and providing “proper” documentation of residence.
Morcover, Article 3 of the Quadripartite Agreement denies returmecs immunity when there are
“serious signs” that they had committed a “military offense . a serious criminal offense or
carlier participated in military actions and currently belong to armed formations that are
prepaning for military actions in Abkhazin. " Exclusinas were later extended to anyone who had
“sent money out of Abkhazia "

As of the end of 1996, the majonty of IDPs have not been able to retum to Abkhazia Those
%Fﬁﬁ:ifsgﬁaBOnsznﬁmgg)ch—gg
paramilitary groups operating in the region Most abuses have occurred in the Gali region,
which borders Georgia, These abuses include attacks on civilians, torture, beatings, murder,
arbitrary detentions, abductions, killings and buming properties of retumees.

** Masim Utkan, “Hundbng the Refugee Crivie, " UNHCR, Gonevs. No date.
" rhe wealth of 1 vdent States” Reflgees und Intermally Displaced Persont i Armemit. Azerbayon. Georgia, the
.J.- new Eoderatiom. amad Topbooon, Munen Boghts W elanks Aol # Mo TID) May 19%




Monitoring Human Rights

Human nghts defenders in Georgia work under constant threat to their freedom and cven their
lives. The government considers such activities not only as expressions of political opposition
but as direct hostility towards the govemment. Many prefer to work as individuals with private
contacts so as o attract less attention from the authoritics.

Ogsga%gﬁgg%&wisga_vgga%ga
civil and political rights in order 1o avoid cnncizing the government. In disputes, they mainly
side with the authoritics rather than with the victims.

The State Commuttee for Human Rights, which is formally mandated with monitoring the
gvgﬁago;g&r?g_wgﬂunsgoﬁggn&g
Relations and is thus dependent on the government. On 16 May 1996, President Shevardnadze
ugﬁo_ui-z:gzsg_.«gongmgncg.uoaﬁkug
by Article 43 of the Constitution, to replace the Committee. The clection of the Ombudsman
appeared twice on the agenda of the Georgian Parliament in 1996, but both times no-one was

appointed to this office



RECOMMENDATIONS

The IHF and CAUCASIA urge the government of Georgis to camy out impartial
gﬂ&?g rights abuses _owu& gﬁ@&nggg
January 1992,

In additicn, the IHF and CAUCASIA make the following recommendations to the government
and other authorities regarding continuing systematic human rights abuses.

Torture and IIl-Treatment

The government should

* investigate independently all alleged cases of torture, and prosecute and punish those
responsible for them;
.E&S%Ev&gogggaisgggg
prisooers is strictly prohibited, that no orders by superiors to gao.,&.n.nzs&g

should be followed, and that everyone who resorts to such abuses will be personally
respoasible for them;

* organize human rights education for law enforcement and prison officials oo the treatment
of detainees and prisoners; .
provide for rehabilitation for victims of torture and compensation for them or their families;
guarantee adequate medical treatment to detainees and prisoners.

Political Opposition

The government should
stop labeling its political opponents as criminals uniess this has been proved by an
independent court of law in a fair tria) which fulfills intemational standards;

. E«gégﬁu%?%g%iﬁggﬂ
are being prosecuted solely on political grounds;

¢ guarantee the opposition free expression, association and freedom of peaceful assembly
order 1o create a climate where genuine political debate can take place.

Fair Tri

The courts of law should

* guanatee that testimonics extracted under torture are not used as evidence, that they are
erased from court record:, and that the cases of individuals who have been sentenced on the
gom!&...oe&nsa..-aﬂ&s&.



The Media

The government should

* stop censoring the national clectronic media;

* allow private radio and television stations 1o operate and report frecly,

* guanntee that the printed media can report freely and refrain from indirect control, for
example, through distribution or printing facilitics.

The Death Penalty

The government should strive for the total abolition of the death penalty

The [HF and CAUCASIA recommend to the United Nations and the Council of Europe

. ng.&o%ﬁg.%gagﬁngwéggo«
gﬂ-_&vgsa&wggggmvsnﬂgp

. sggggriggggggﬁiie
Eggsgmﬂag:gig:ﬁg%ggég
ggg&ogoﬁu.i.:?&n.oo:paagh

. Bnainnavvﬁas.-.nmogag;o:_.no@akagc;é:.Q.R&cﬂag.o_ui
enforcement officials and prison authorities:

* o provide assistance in the rehabilitation of the victims of torture and ill-treatment;

* to insist that the government takes steps for the total abolition of the death penalty;

* 1o require large-scale improvements in the Georgian govemment's human rights polices and
practices. Particularly, the Council of Europe should do this before it considers the
application of Georgia for full membership



APPENDIX A

LIST OF POLITICAL PRISONERS IN GEORGIA
(As of January 1997)

?Q.c&a«:ﬂowvomaﬂ;gwg.ggsngg
for political reasons. The THF and CAUCASIA have detailed information on 13 other cases of
uo_aﬂ_vgsgaoaasﬁreeoggsﬁumngoﬁ?ﬂgg
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them are cither members of the government ousted in 1992 or supporters of this government or
gagwﬁggaowgggaﬁﬁgsggggg
detained solely on political grounds.

CASE No. 7792809

Judge: . luni Tkeshelashvili,

Trial started: 4 Apnil 1993, i e —

Verdict passed: 10 November, 1993 in Supreme Court ight to appeal).

Charges: g%ﬁggm:grsaqu-gy
Nuaa-{vag&go..aﬁgv.

L. Leri DONADZE: sentenced to 13 years' imprisonment,
Arrested: 11 September 1992, Tortured,
Born in 1941, Academic, geologist.

2. Gela TOGONIDZE: sentenced to 10 years' imprisonment.
Amrested: 3 September 1992, Tortured.
Bom in 1968, Farmer,

3. Goderdzi SAMUNASHVILI: senteaced to 12 years’ imprisonment.
Arrested: 19 December 1992, Tortured.
Bom in 1949. Farmer.

4. Badri OKROPIRIDZE:; sentenced to 13 years' imprisonment.
Arrested. | September 1992 Tortured.
Bom tn 1963. Technician,

5. David TALASHVILI: sentenced to 12 years’ imprisonment.
Arresied. 11 September 1992, Tortured.
Bom in 1962 Farmer.

6. Boris MCHEDLIDZE: sentenced to § years' imprisonment.
Arrested: 2 September 1992, Tortured.
Born in 1948. Officer of Thilisi No. | Regiment,

7. David LOLADZE: sentenced to 10 years' imprisonment.
Arrested: | September 1992, Tortured.
Bom in 1966 Academic.



8, Gela KHADURI: sentenced to 12 years' unprisonmont.
Arrested: 2 Septembuer 1992 Tortured -
Barm i 1962 Techmician

9. Gela GACHCHILADZE: sentenced to 11 years' imprisonment,
Arrested 9 September 1992 Tortured
Bom n 1961 Technician

1. Emzar KOBAIDZE: sentenced to |1 years' unprisonment,
Arrested: 9 September 1992 Tonured
Borm in 1964, Acadenuc, historian.

I1. Tamaz GORELISHVILI: sentenced to 10 years® imprisonment.
Arrested: 10 October 1992 Torured
Bomn w 1955 Carpenter.

12, Khvicha JOKHADZE: sentenced to |1 years' imprisanment.
The sentence was later reduced to 6 vears duc 1o critical physical condition (tubereulasis |
Arrested: 9 September 1992 Tortured
Bom in 1968

13. Levan DARAKHVELIDZE: sentenced to 11 years' imprisonment,
Arrested: 2 September 1992 Torured.
Born in 1965

14. Gela SAKHLTKHUTSISHVILI: sentenced to 4 years' imprisonment.
Amested. 2 September. 1992 Tanured
Bom in 1974

I5. Murman JINCHARADZE: sentenced to § years' imprisonment,
Arrested: 31 Scptember 1992 Tortured
Born in 1929, Pensioner

Vakhatng CGOKSADZE (¢'):

Died as a result of torture 1n the police station of the fown of Kvareli on 3 September 1992
No one has been charged for his death.

Born in 1936 Teacher of mathematics,

CASE No. 7493810

Judge: Miurza Dolidze
Trial started: '3 October 1995
Verdict passed: & March 1995 i the Supreme Court (no night to appeal)
Charges: Articles of the Criminal Code 67 (terronst act), 6% (sabotage), 77 (theft),
78 (banditry). 104 (mucder), 238 (illegal posscssion of weapons or explosives),

16, Irakli DOKVADZE: sentenced to death,
Arrested @ March 1992 Tortured
Bom in 1961 Radio cngincer

17. Dr. Petre GELBAKINANE: sentenced to death.
Arrested 6 Apnl 199 Tormured
Born i 1961 Physician

L=



18, Prof. Gedevan GELBAKHIANI: sentenced to 13 years' imprisonmeat.
Arrested: 13 September 1992, Tortured.
Born in 1937, Physician.

19, Viktor DOMUKHOVSKI: senteaced to 14 years' imprisonment.
Arrested: 6 April 1993, Tortured.
Bom in 1948. Physicist. Member of Parliament.

21. Tamaz TSIKLAURI: sentenced to 7 years’ imprisonment.
Arrested: 2 September 1992, Tortured.
Bom m 1953.

24, Teimursx KAPANADZE: sentenced to 12 years' imprisonment.
Arrested: 7 October 1992, Tortured.
Bom in 1950,

25. Gocha MAKHVILADZE: sentenced to 12 years' imprisonment.
Arrested: 24 June 1992. Tortured.
Bom in 1958, Econoemist.



31 Ivane LASHKARASHVILL: sentenced to S years' imprisonmoent.
Arrested: 11 Julv 1992 Tortured
Born i 1960

32, Zaza TSIKLAURI: sentenced to S years” imprisonment,
Arrested. 8 August 1992 Tostured
Born w1961 Physicist

CASE No, (8)238

Judge: Jemal Tsiskanishvily

Trial started: |4 Februany 1994

Verdict passed: 13 Mav (994 in the Supreme Court (no right to appeal) .
Chargpes: Articles of the Criminal Code 69 {sabotage). 238 (ilegal possession of weapons

or explosives)

3. Goderdzi JONSHVILE: sentenced (o 15 years' imprisonment,
Arrested: @ July 1993 Tortured
Bom in 1956, Disabled because he shot at when an opposition rally was dispersed on 2
February 1992 ‘

34. Gursm SULAVA: sentenced to 14 years' imprisonment,
Arrested: 9 July 1993, Tortured.

Bom in 1939. Enginecr, Economist. ;

35, Joseph KUPRAVA: sentenced to 14 years' imprisonment,
Arrested. 9 July 1993, Tomurced
Bem in 1932

36. Omar GUGUNISHVILI: sentenced to 13 years' imprisonment,
Arrested 9 July, 1993 Tortured

Bam in 1942, ®

Malkhaz GVINIASHVILI (¢): sentenced to 14 yeurs' imprisonmient.
Arrested: 9 July 1993 Tortured,
Born m 1954

Died of tuberculosis on 18 January 1997 in Toilis: prison hospital,

CASE No. 13
Judge: Bibilaschy iy
Verdict passed: Octaber 1993 1y the Supreme Court (no right 10 appeal)
Charges: Articles of the Crininal Cade 73 fenime Agdenst stare). 67 (terrarism).

133 (kidnapping)

37. Nemo CHANTURIA: sentenced to IS years' imprisonment.
Arrested: 30 September 1992 Tortured .
Hom in 1939, Serviceman. Chicf of Senaki No 2 Regiment's headquarters Diabetic

38. David KACHARAVA: sentenced to IS years' imprisonment. .
Arrested: 30 Scptember 1992 Torured
Suffers fram bilateral tubcerenlosss



Bom in 1961, Physicist.
AS . (83)238
udge Jemal Tsiskarishvili.
rial started: 14 February 1994,
erdict passed: 13 May 1994 in the Supreme Court (no right to appeal)
Charges: Articles of the Criminal Code: 69 (sabotage), 238 (i egal possession of weapons
or explosives).
Goderdz JOJISHVILI: sentenced to 15 years’ imprisonment,
Arrested: 9 July 1993, Tortured,
Bom in 1956. Disabled because he shot at when an opposition rally was dispersed on
Febroary 1992,
34. Guram SULAVA: seatenced to 14 years’ imprisonment.
Arrested: 9 July 1993. Tortured.
Bom in 1939. Engincer, Economist.
35, Joseph KUPRAVA: sentenced to 14 years’ imprisonment.
Arrested: 9 July 1993, Tortured.
Bom in 1952,
36. Omar UNISHVILI: sentenced years' imprisonmen
T

Malkhsz GVINIASHVILI (¥): sentenced to 14 years’ imprisonmeat.
Arrested: 9 July 1993, Tortured.

Bom in 1954,

Died of tuberculosis on 18 January 1997 in Thilisi prisoa hospital.

CASE No. 13

Judge: Bibtlashvili,

<§§"§~§Fgmgga8§8§.

Charges: ggﬁoggﬁaﬂgggvﬂagv
133 (kidnapping).



39, Jemal AKHALAIA: sentenced to 15 yesars' imprisonment.
Arrested: 30 September 1992, Tortured.

40. Zursb TSIRGVAVA: iﬁgzgaégﬂng:%g
Arrested: 30 September 1992,
g&:?ﬂngegiggonv&

mmsw_ot.m&an.zran&o&gg
Colonel, the head of Gori Regiment. |



39. Jemal AKHALAIA: sentenced to 15 years' imprisonment.
Arrcsted 30 September 1992 Tortured

40. Zurab TSIRGVAVA: Was not tried because of mental disorder a5 2 result of torture

Arrcsted 30 September 1992
Hospitalized i a psyehiatric insttution in the town of Poti

CASE No. 7494881

Judge: lun Tkeshelashvili

Verdict passed: 30 June, 1995 1n the Supreme Court (no nght to appeal)

Charges: Articles of the Criminal Code: 65 (high treason). 78 {bandiry), Article 96/1
(arrempted coup)

41. Gocha OTKHOZORIA: sentenced to 14 years' imprisonment.
Arrested: December 1993 Tortured

42, Valter SHURGAIA: sentenced to 14 years' imprisonment.
Arrested: 29 January 1994 .
Bom n 1944 Member of Parliamen,

CASE No, 1193926 -

Judge: Jemal Taiskanshwili

Verdict passed: 10 October 1996 in the Supreme Court (0o right 1o appeal).

Charges: Acticles of the Crimmal Code: 63 (high treason), 261 (unauthorised kaving of
military unit), 262 (desertion), 264 (embezzlement or loss of mulitan property)

43. Ramaz VANISHVILI: sentenced to 10 vears® imprisonment,
Atrested 19 October 1993 Tortured
Bdm in 1964, Engincer, Member of Gon € ity Council
Coloncel, the head of Gori Regiment ,

CASE No, ?

Judge: L. Bochorishvili
Verdict passed: 17 May 1993 1 the Supreme Caourt (no right to appeal)
Charges: Articles of the Crimmal Code 63 thigh treasan). 7% (banditry )

44, Igor TOLORDAVA: senteniced to 4 years' umprisonment.
Arrested | December 1993 Tonured
Bornin 1934 Techmaoan Serviceman

CASE No. 7495863
Judpge: L Bochonshvils
Verdict passed: 4 March 1995 m the Supreme Court (0o right (0 appeal)
Charges: Articles of the Crimmal Code 63 (Iugh treason), 78 (banditny )



45. Zaur KOBALIA: sentenced to 13 years' imprisonment.
Arrested 26 Januan 1994 a
Bom in 1938 Polincal prisoner i the Soviet era. Member of Parhament. Chawman of the
Parliamentary Human Rights Comnnssion

CASE No, 2142

Judge: L. Sadzaglislinily

Trial started: 23 Januan 1996

Verdict passed: In the Supreme Court (1o nuht to appeal)

Charges: Articles of the Criminal Code 63 (lugh treason). 78 (banditry)

46. Bidzina GUJABIDZE: sentenced to 10 years' imprisomment,
Arrested: 25 Januan 1994 Tortored
Prefeet of the town of Lanchkhan

47. Mirian KHINTIBIDZE: sentenced to 13 years' imprisonment.
Arrested. in January 1994 Tortured

CASE No. 5394853

Judge: Jemal Leonidze

Trial started: 23 February, 1996, .

Verdict passed:17 Junc 1996 in the Supreme Coust (1o nght to appeal)

Charges: Amicles of the Crmual Code 65 thigh treason), 78 (banditrg 104 (mueder). 152
(robbery), 238 (illegal possession of weapans or explosives)

48. Badri ZARANDIA: sentenced 1o death,
Arrested: 30 October 1994 Tortuned
Has attempted suicide several times because of torture,
Bgm in 1966 Military Commandant of the town of Zugdid)

49. Gurgen MALANIA: sentenced to 13 years' mprisonment.
Arrested. In 1994 Tonured.
Born in 1967

50. Gabriel BENDELIANI: sentenced to 14 years' imprisonment,
Arrested In 1994 Tortured; us toe nails were torn off during the mterrogation 1 the
police department of the town of Tsalenjikha
Bomn 1973

51. Karlo JICHONAIA: senteaced 10 15 years’ imprisonment.
Arrested 1, 1994 Tortured
Born in 1968

52. Zviad SHEROZIA: Case dud to be ram cstigated
Arrested In 1994 Tortured: duniny the mterrogation. Shetozia was suspended by his Jegs
and beaten repeatedly [vestigators put 3 grenade ato his  mouth and threatencd to
remove the pin
Born m 1967

53, Murman GULUNA: Case duc 1 I e cstigated
Arrested o 1993 Tortud
Bom in 1964

L



45, Zaur KOBALIA: sentenced to 13 years” imprisoiment,
Arrested 26 January 1994 -
Borm i 1938 Political prisoncr i the Sovict cea Membur of Parhament, Chanrman of the
Parliamentary Human Rights Comunission

CASE No, 2-142

Judge: L Sadzaghshvil

Trial started: 23 Januarv 1996

Verdict passed: In the Supreme Court (0o night 1o appeal)

Charges: Articles of the Crimunal Code 63 (lugh treason). 78 (banditry)

46, Bidzina GUJABIDZE: sentenced to 10 years' iimprisonment.
Arrested: 23 January 1994, Tortured
Prefect of the tovn of Lanchkhut

47. Mirian KHINTIBIDZE: sentenced to 13 years' imprisonment.
Arcested. in January 1994 Tortured

i CASE No. 5394853 '

Judge: Jemal Leonidze

Trial started: 23 February, 1996, .

Verdict passed: 17 June 1996 in the Supreme Court (ne right to appeal)

Charges: Articles of the Criminal Code 63 (high treason), 78 (banditry). 104 (murder), 152
(robbery), 238 (ilegal possession of weapans or explosies)

48. Badri ZARANDIA: sentenced to death,
Arrested: 30 October 1994 Tortured
Has attempted suicide several times because of torture
Bom n 1966, Military Commandant of the town of Zugdidi

49. Gurgen MALANIA: sentenced to 13 years' imprisonment.
Arrested: In 1994, Torturcd
Bom in 1967

50. Gabriel BENDELIANI: sentenced to 14 years' imprisonment,
Arrested: In 1994 Tortured. lus toe nails were wm off duning the interrogation in the
police department of the town of Tsalenjikha
Bom in 1973

51, Karlo JICHONAIA: sentenced to 15 years’ imprisonment,
Arrcsted. In 1994 Torured
Bom in 1968,

52. Zyiad SHEROZIA: Casc duc to be reinvestigated
Arrested: In 1994 Tortured: during the inferrogation. Sherozia was suspended by his legs
and beaten repeatediyv. Investigators put a grenade into his  mouth and threatened to
remove the pm
Born in 1967

53. Marman GULUA: Case duc 10 be ramestigated
Arrested: In 1993 Tonurad
Barm m 1964

0H



45. Zaur KOBALIA: sentenced to 13 years' unprisonment.
Arrested 26 January 1994 ,
Bom i 1938 Polinical prisoner it the Sovict era Manber of Pacliament, Chairman of the
Parhamentary Human Rights Comnnssion

CASE No. 2-142

Judge: L. Sadzaglishvily
Trial started: 23 January 1996

Verdict passed: Ia the Supreme Court (no right to appeal)
Charges: Articles of the Cruminal Code 63 (lugh treason), 78 (banditry)

46, Bidzina GUJABIDZE: sentenced to 10 years' imprisonment.
Arrested 23 January 1994 Tortured
Prefect of e town of Lanchkhut

47. Mirian KHINTIBIDZE: sentenced to 13 years" imprisonment,
Arecsted: in January 1994 Tortured

. CASE No. 5394853 .

Judge: Jemai Leonidse

Trial started: 23 February, 1996 i

Verdict passed: 17 June 1996 in the Supreme Court (1o right to appeal)

Charges: Articles of the Criminal Code: 63 (high treason), 78 (handstry). 10 (mrder), 152
(robbery), 238 (illegal posseseion of weapons or explosives)

48. Badri ZARANDIA: sentenced to death,
Arrested: 30 October 1994 Tortured
Has attempted suicide soveral times because of torture
Bom in 1966 Military Commandant of the town of Zugdidi.

49. Gurgen MALANIA: sentenced to 13 years' imprisonment,
Anrested In 1994 Torund
Born in 1967,

50. Gabriel BENDELIANI: sentenced to 14 years' imprisonment,
Arrested: In 1994, Tortured: his toe nauls were tom off during the interrogation m the
police department of the town of Tsalenyikha
Borm in 1973

S1. Karlo JICHONAIA: sentenced to 135 yehes® imprisonment.
Arrested In 1999 Torured
Bom in 1968

52. Zviad SHEROZIA: Casc duz to be reinvestigated
Arrested In 1994 Tortured. duning the mierrogation, Sherozia was suspended by s legs

and beaten repeatedhy  Investigators put a grenade into his  mouth and threatencd o
remove the pin

Bory in 1967

33. Murman GULUA: Case duc 1o he re Catited
Arrested . In 1999 Toutesd
Boenow 1903



Case No. 7495927

Judge: Alexandre Aladashvili

Trial started: | February, 1996

Verdict passed: 19 November 1996 in the Supreme Court (no right to appeal)

Charges: Articles of the Crimmal Code 03 (ligh treasan). 69 (sabotage), 78 (banditry),
104 (murder)

54, Vakhtang KOBALIA: sentenced to death.
Arrested In May 1994 Tortured
Bom tn 1950, Coloac!, Head of the Natlonal Guards.

55, Jambul BOKUCHAVA: sentenced to 15 years” imprisonment,
Arrested In May 1994
Bom in 1958 Head of the Operative Service of the Natonal Guards

56. Zviad DZIDZIGURI: sentenced to 13 years' imprisonment.
Arrested” 26 June 19935 Tonured
Bom in 1964 Member of Parhianent. Prefect of the town of Samtredia

57. Nugzar MOLODINASHVILL: seatenced to 7 years® imprisonment. .
Arrested: 17 May 1995, Not tortured
Borm in 1936 Member of Parliament. Chairman of the Parfiamentary Comumission fot the
Observance of Law. .

8. Simon ZHGENTI: Duc to be tried separately due 1o haalth reasons (diabetic )
Arrested: 9 January 1995 Tortured
Bom in 1956 Commander of the Guna-Imercti Regiment of the National Guards

3 CASE No. 1095211
- (Tral is continung)

Judge: Lenger Bochorishvili '
Trial started: 27 August 1996 in the Suprome Coun

39, Koba DZIDZIGURL:
Arrested: 26 June 1995 Tortured,
Bom in 1968

60. Vuzha TSERETELI:
Arrested 26 June 1995 Tortured
RBorm in 1957

61. Giorgi KORBESASHVILI:
Arrested. 26 Junc 1995 Tortured
Has attempted sicide three times bocause of torture
Bom in 1966

62, Zaza DANELIA:
Arrested. 26 June 1995 Tomued
Bom in 1963



CASE No, 341
(Trial 1 continuing)

Jadge: Jemal Leomidze
Trial started: |4 January. 1997 1 the Supreme Court

63, Shota RATIANI:
Arrested: 30 August 1995 Tontured
Bom in 1933

64, Giorgi ONIASHVILL:
Arrested 30 August 1995 Tortured

65, Gela NANADZE:
Arrested 30 August 1995 Tonueod

66, Givi GELASHVILL:
Arrested 30 August 1995 Tortured

67. Zaza DVALL:
Arrested: 30 August 1995, Tortured

68, Tamaz ELASHVILI:
Arrested. 30 August 1995 Tortunad
Presently hospitalized g

69. David MCHEDLISHVILL:
Arrested | 30 August 1995 Tonured

ot



