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Ghana: Paternity tests and custody certificates 

 

Introduction 

The following note describes the procedures related to paternity tests and custody 

certificates in Ghana. 

 

The information in the note is primarily based on one interview conducted in Accra, 

Ghana in December 2021 with the Chief Justice, Supreme Court. 

 

Administrative structure and legislation related to divorce 

Ghana is divided into 16 administrative regions.1 At the local level, Ghana is 
divided into 261 metropolitan, municipal and district assemblies.2 The judi-
cial system in Ghana consists of a five-layer hierarchy: district court, circuit 
court, high court, court of appeal and Supreme Court. The district court is 
the lowest in the hierarchy of the five courts while the Supreme Court is 
the highest.3 
 

According to the Chief Justice from the Supreme Court, a family tribunal/family 

court is a district court that handles custody cases.4 

 

Paternity certificates and paternity tests 

Paternity certificates are only issued by the court and the informant must be pre-

sent.5  

 

The court may order the alleged parent to submit a DNA-test. The person’s DNA is 

then tested at a clinic. The lab technician will afterwards show up at court to testify 

the result of the DNA-test. If the child is not the biological child of the person in 

question, the judge will make a ruling stating this conclusion. The ruling will contain 

                                                           
1 CIA World Factbook, 18 January 2022. 
2 Accra Metropolitan Assembly, 2021. 
3 The Republic of Ghana Judiciary, year of issue n/a. 
4 Supreme Court, Accra, December 2021; Children’s Act No. 560 of 1998. 
5 Supreme Court, Accra, December 2021. 
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the date, when and where.6 The specimen below is not the said ruling but the order 

for paternity test. The layout is, however, similar. 

 

 
Image 1: Order for paternity test. (NIDC reference material) 

Custody certificates 

Legal disputes regarding custody is the sole responsibility of the courts. Usually the 

question about custody is decided during the divorce, which means that the court 

ruling regarding custody is found in the court order from the divorce.7 

 

Verification of court documents 

The way to verify the document is to check if the judge ruled the order on that day. 

This must be done by contacting the Judicial Secretary: Director of Court Services.8 

 

                                                           
6 Supreme Court, Accra, December 2021; Children’s Act No. 560 of 1998. 
7 Supreme Court, Accra, December 2021; Children’s Act No. 560 of 1998. 
8 Supreme Court, Accra, December 2021. 
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Image 2: Order for legal custody. (NIDC reference material) 
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