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President Abdelaziz Bouteflika was elected in April 1999 lo a S-year term. Bouteflika had
served as Foraign Minister in a previous government. The President is the constitutional head of slate,
appoints and dismisses the Prime Minister, and may dissolve the legislature. According to the Constitution, the
Prime Minister appoints the cabinet ministers;, however, in practice the President has taken a key role in
designating the members of the Cabinet. The military establishment strongly influences defense and foreign
policy. Abdelaziz Boutefiika was regarded throughout the 1999 election campaign as the candidate mos!
favored by the dominant security estahlishment and the most likely winner. At the end of the campaign, the
' other six candidates withdrew, credibly charging massive fraud by the military, and Bouteflika was e
easily, although with a tumout as low as 30 percent. The presidential election cam was marked by
increased openness, however, international abservers and political parties pointed out numerous roblems
with the conduct of the elections. A September 1999 national referendum, which asked citizens whether they
agreed with the President’s peace plan }which included an amnesty program for the extremists fighting to
averthrow the Govemment}, was fres o es of fraud. The peace plan won a reported 98 percent majority,
with  reported 85 percent tumout. President uteflika Is not affiliated fomm%wllh any political party, but he
has the parliamentary su &?n of a six-party coalition. In June 1997, Algeria held its first amentary
elections since January 1992 and elected the first multiparty parfiament in the oount?'s istory. The
Government's cancellation of the 1992 elections, which the Istamic Salvation Front (FIS) vﬁs poised to win,
ded the demacratization process and a transition to a pluralistic republic, and escalated fighling, which
still continues, between the secmg forces and armed insurgent groups seeking to overthrow the Government
and impose an islamic state. The Government does not always respect the independence of the judiciary.

The Govemnment's security apparatus is composed of the army, air force, navy, the national gendarmerie, the
national police, communal guards, and local seif-defense forces, All of these elements are involved in
counterinsurgency and counterterrorism operations and are under the control of the Govermment. The security
forces committed serous human rights abuses, although allegations of such abuses continued to decline.

The $147.6 billion economy is slowly developing from a state-administered to a market-oriented system. The
Govemment has implemented stabilization policies and structural reforms. However, privatization of stale
enterprises has mada little ress, and there has been little progress on raform of the banking and housing
construction sectors. The state-owned petroleum sector’s output represented approximalely a quarter of the
national income and more than 86 percent of export eamings during the year. Noncompetitive and unprofitable
O state enterprises constitute the bulk of the nonhydrocarbon industrial sector. The agricultural sector, which

produces grains, fruit, cattie, fiber, vegetables, and pouitry, makes up 10 to 12 percent of the aconomy. Algeria
is a middle-income country; annual per capita income is approximately $1,700 in a population of 31.5 million.
Officially, about 30 percent of the working-age population is unemployed, and about 70 percent of persons
under the age of 30 cannot find adequale employment.

Despite continued improvements, particutarly in addressing problems of torture and arbitrary detention, the
human rights situation remained generally poor, and sericus problems persisted, indudir:ﬂ the excessive use
of force, increased restrictions on freedom of expression, and failure to account for past disappearances. The
massacre of civilians by armed terrorist groups also continued. There are significant limitations on citizens'

right to change their govermnment.

The security forces committed extra{‘udldal killings, tortured, beat or otherwise abused detainees, and
arbitrarily arested and detained, or eld incommunicado, individuals; however, in general such abuses
continued to decline. Most such cases were committed against suspected members of armed groups in the
context of the Government's continued battle with terrorism. Security forces also committed serious abuses in
connection with riots and demonstrations in the Ka‘mie re‘gg?pdwing the spring and summer. Security forces
iilied more than 50 civilians and injured hundreds while a :l;? to suppress the disturbances, during which
many demonstrators bumed and looted govamment buildings, political party offices, and public and private

property.
Security-force involvement in disappearances from previous remains unresolved. An international NGO
noted that the Government continued to improve prison ions. Pralonged pretrial detention and tfengthy
trial delays are problems, although the practice o detention bayond the legal limit appears to be less frequent.
Although the Constitution provides for an independent , executive branch decrees restrict some of the

judiciary's authority. The authorities do not always respect defendants’ rights to due process. lllegal searches
and infringements on citizens' privacy rights also remained problams.
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President, Members of Parliament, judges, members of the military an "any other authority of order."
AmnughmemwmnompodedwosechnsundefmemmdmmmmePena!Code.dwingmeyw.the
Govemment prosecuted a number of joumalists for defamation under the pre-amendment Penal Code for
articles that the joumalists had written (see Section 1.c.).

Unlike in the past when electronic media expressed only government policy, govemment-controlled radio and
television stations presented a variety of views, including those aiﬁcargfﬂme Govemment, especially during
the violence that took place in the Kabylie region of the country in the spring and summer. However, the
Govemment continued to restrict freedom of speech, press, assembly, association, and movement in varying
degrees throughout the year.

The Govemnment also places some restrictions on freedom of religion. On June 27, the Govemment enacted
amendments to the Penal Code that provided for prison sentences and fines for any person not approved by
the Govemnment convicted of preaching in a mosque. The amendments also provided nalties for persons
found quilty of preaching “con to the noble nature of the mosque or likely to offend the cohesion of
soclety.” During the year, the N Democratic Institute (NDI), the International Committee of the Red
Cross (ICRC) and Freedom House visited the country, in many cases at the invitation of the Government.
Domestic violence against women, the Family Code’s limits on women's civil rights and societal discrimination
against women remained serious problems. hild abuse was a problem. Amazigh ethnic, cultural, and
linguistic rights were the objects of demonstrations and riots in the spring and continued throughout the year.
Amazigh concems are represented by al least two political parties with seats in Pariament. Child Iabor was a
problem.

Armed gmu&commmed numerous serous abuses and killed hundreds of civifians, including infants. There
was a significant decrease in such violence cormd with 2000, Armed terorists continued their widespread
campaﬁn ofinsu , targeting govemmont s, families of security-force members, and civilians. The
killing of civilians uring;he year often was the result of rivalry between terrorist groups and to facilitate the
theft of goods needed by the armed groups. Violence by terrorist groups is also used to extdri maney.

Anmed groups left small bombs in cars, cafes, and markets, which killed and maimed indiscriminatsly. Some
killings, including massacres, also were attributed to revenge, banditry, and land grabs. Press r?ons ;
estimated that approximately 1,980 civilians, terrorists, and security force members died during the year in the
ongoing domestic turmoil. violence to have occurred primarily in the countryside, as the security
forces largely forced the insurgents out of the cities, There were numerous insgtances in which armed groups
kidnaped women and girls, raped them, and ferced them into servitude.

After his 1999 election, President Boutefiika stated that a lota! of about 100,000 persons had been killed during
the previous 8 years.

RESPECT FOR HUMAN RIGHTS
Section 1 Respect for the Integrity of the Person, Including Freedom From: .
a. Arbitrary or Unlawful Deprivation of Life

The securily forces committed extrajudicial killings, mostly during clashes with armed terrorist groups. The
number of such killings in connection with such clashes Jecreased by about 19 percent during the year
compared with 2000. On March 11, security forces backed by helicopters pursued and killed seven suspecled
terrorists in Skikda, 316 miles east of Algiers. In late April, Govemnment forces surrounded for 11 days an
abandoned mine used as a stronghold by the terrorist Salifast Group for Call and Combal calling for the
terrorists to surrender. Security forces then used axplosives lo collapse the mine, killing 70 persons. The
Government maintains that security forces rasort o lethal force only in the context of armed clashes with
terrorists. The Government also contends that, as a matter of policy, disciplinary action is taken against
soldiers or policemen who are guilty of violating human rights, and that some sciplinary action was taken
during the year. However, the govemment does not release routinely specific information regarding
punishments of military and security force personnel.

On April 18, Massinissa Guermah, a 19-year-old Amazigh high school studenl, died in the custody of security
forces of gunshot wounds received from an AK-47 semi-automalic weapon, In a report of the Issaad
commission appointed by the Government which investigated the incident, security force witnesses testified
that the weapon had fired inadveriently when it slipped from a gendamme's hand while the safety mechanism
was unlocked. According to an Amnesty Intemnational report, this version has been challenged by a witness
who claimed that he heard Guermah plead his innocence to %gndarmas before the shots were fired. During the
April 22-28 demonsitrations and riots thal ensued in the Kaby on following Guarmah's death, security
forces used excessive force, killing at least 45 rioters and dem tors and injuring many hundreds more.
While putting down the riots, securily forces used live (not rubber) rounds on the crowd, shooting some

in the back {see Seclions 1.c, 1.d, 2.b, and 5). Press reports have estimated that as many as 80
rioters may have died at the hands of security forces during the riots that continued into the summer. Ten days
after Guermah's death, the local gendammerie issued a statement claiming that the official rasponsible for the
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the security forcas version of the death was "not salisfactory,” blamed gendamwiewﬂtsforuslngexcessiw
force in downthedmmnshaﬁons.andfomdMUwunusdidsoww\mnMThe , which
criticized a of security-force cooperation that hampered the Commission’s ability to gather information,
was released lo the press by the President and received significant media coverage. The National Assembly
oomnﬁssionhadnotlsmedatepodbyyeafsend.

There were no reports of progovemnment militia kifling civilians during the year, as they had in the past.

in November 1999, prominent FIS leader Abdetkader Hachani, who had spoken out in favor of peace and
reconciliation, was shot and killed in Algiers. In December 1899, authorities arrested a suspeclt" who had the
murder weap%n inmhls possession. The suspect, Fouad Boulemia, was tried in March, found guilty, and
sentenced lo death.

Armed groups largeted both security-force members and civilians. Civilian and security force casualties al the
hands of armed gmupsdemasedbyaboutﬁperoemconwgdwimzooo. In many cases, terrorists
randomly targeted civilians in an apparent attempt to create social disorder. Armed groups Killed numerous
civilians, including infants, In massacres and with small bombs. Bombs feft in cars, cafes, and markets killed
and maimed persons indiscriminataly (see Section 1.g.).

Some killings also were attributed to revenge, banditry, and fand grabs. The violence took place primarily in
the countryside, as the security forces largely have forced the in ts out of the cities. The killing of
civilians often was the resuilt of rivalry between terrorist groups and to facilitate the theft of s needed by
meamedgtoups.\ﬁosencebytenodstgmupsalsolsusedmemdmney.InApﬁlmeln ndent press
reported the Govemment's discovery of documents used by a terrorist group to track the "Isiamic Tax” o
money paid by individuals to the terorist groups to avoid violent reprisals. As well as the use of small bombs,
terronst tactics included creating faise roadblocks outside the cifies, often by using stolen police uniforms

w and equipment. After his 1889 election, President Boutefiika acknow! that a more accurata
accounting of the number of persons killed during the previous 8 years placed the tolal at about 100,000,

Press reports estimated thal ap ximalely 1,980 civilians, terrorists, and security force members died duritp
the year as a result of the violence, a reduction from the 2,588 who died during the E&evlous ar.
example, on the night of Januax 27, terrorists siit the throats of 25 villagers in the town of uetaibia, 124
miles west of Algiers, The te raped two tsenage girls before kill them and abducted a 23-year-old
woman. On February 10, 26 persons were killed in the town of Cherata, 74 miles south of Algiers. On March
16, terrorists attacked and kilied seven persons in the small town of Aomar in the Wvla!a of Bouira. On April 1,
amed-gmupmembetsslnmemmalsofafamﬂyofﬁvemmmnomln , 72 miles south of Algiers. The
terrorists then left 3 bomb in the house, which later exploded, injuring one of the villagers who discovered the
bodies. At 1:00 a.m. on July 25, armed lerorists entered a pizza shop in the tourist town of Tipaza and opened
fire with automatic weapons, killing two persons. On August 10, five members of a family were kitled in Chelf,
including a mother and three children who were shot in their sleep. On August 30, a bomb sat in an Algiers
markel place killed 2 persons and InIured more than 30 others. On September 13, in Taourirt, a communllz
located aboul 30 miles to the east of Bouira; a car bomb killed one man and injured anather, On October 2, 8
bomb planted by terrorists in a plzzeria in Laghouat, about 240 miles south of Algiers, exploded killing one
customer and injuring eight others. On November 14, a woman picking olives was wou seriously by a
bomb set b&tenunsts near a footpath. On the same day, terrorists at a false roadblock shot and killed a
soldier. Both incidents took ptace in Bouira, 54 miles southeast of Algiers.

b. Disappearance

There were no credible reports during the year of disappearances in which the security forces were implicated.
However, there have been credible reports of thousands of disappearances occurring over a period of several
years in the mid-80's, many of which involved the secu%fs‘omes A Ministry of Interior office in each district
accepts cases from resident families of those reported ing. Credible sources state that the offices have
glovided fittie useful information to the families of those who disappeared. On May 10, the Minister of Interior

d the National Assembly that the M had agreed {o inv 4 880 cases. The Ministry reported that
it provided information to the families in 3,000 of those cases. In 1,600 of the cases, families requested
administrative action to obtain death certificates for their missing refatives. While there have been no reportad
m:secuﬂoos of security-force personnel stemming from these cases, govemnment officials in

vember 2000 that between 350 and 400 securi officials had been punished for "human rights abuses.”
Families of the missing persons, defense attomeys, and local human rights groups insist that the Govemment
could do more 1o solve the outstanding cases. The Govemment asserts that the ma?ori of reported cases of
disappearances either were committed by terrorists disguised as security forces or invol ved former armed
lslamist supporters who went underground to avoid terrorist reprisals.

In September 2000, Amnesty International reported that since 1994 more than 4,000 persons had disappeared
after being detained by security forces. Amnesty International stated that some persons died in custady from
torture or were executed, but others reportedly were alive. Local NGO sources noted that a few of the
persons who disappeared were easedfruncagwltybyt!}esewdty forces, but that there had been no
public information about these cases, due to the fear of reprisal nst those released. Some human rights

activists assert that a number of the persons who disappeared still are alive in the hands of the sacurity forces,
but offer no evidence to support this assertion.

Terrorist groups continued to kidnap scores of civilians. In many instances, the victims disappeared, and the
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and mmf captive for extended periods for the purpose of rape and servitude (see Sections 1.2.,1.c.. 5.
6.c., and 6.1.).

¢. Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman, or Degrading Treatment or Punishment

Both the Constitution and legisiation ban torture and other cruel, inhuman, or degrading treatment; however,

according 1o local human rights and defense lawyers, the olice at times resort to torture when
interrogating persons including suspected of being involved with, or having sympathies for, armed
insurgency groups.

There continued to be rts of police torture and other abuse of detainees during the year. After its October
2000 visit (see Section 4), Amnesty Intemational stated that although there were “substantially fewer” cases of
torture "in comparison to some years ago,” such cases nevertheless "continue to occur.” Many victims of
torture hesitate to make public such allegations due to fear of government retaliation.

The Interior Ministry and the National Observatory of Human Rights (ONDH) have stated publicly that the
Gaovernment would punish those persons who violated the law and practiced torture. Govemment officials

d in Navember 2000 that between 350 and 400 security officials had been punished for humnm:ghts
abuses, al the Govemment provided no details regarding the abuses that such officials comm or
the punishment that they received. There was no independent machanism available to verify the Government's
claim.

In early August 2000, the Government announcad new policies, enacted into law and implemented in July,
conceming the Police Judiciaire (PJ), the officers who interrogate suspects when they first are arrested to
determine whether there are grounds for prosecution. Local judges now are required to grade the performance
of PJ officers operating in their jurisdiction in an effort to ensure that the officers comply with the law in their
treatment of suspects. In addition any held in preventative detention is to undergo a medical
examination at the end of the delention, whether the suspect requests it or nol. International NGO's and local
lawyers have reported that these new procedures were generally being followed in practice.

The Govemment used excessive force In some instances to put down demonstrations and riots throughout the
year in the la:g;l’rocdmazgg Kabylie region. Outdeor demonstrations in the Kabylie raglon turhed violent from
April 22 10 28, ng the death in security forces’ custody of a 19-year-old Amazigh high school student
{see Section 1.a.). Security forces used live ammunition demanstrators, including against youths
throwing stones and Molotov cocktails. According to the stry of the Interior, security killed 45
gmtestefs and injured 491 between April 22 and April 28. Some of those killed or injured had been shot in the

ack. Amnesty International reported that press reports indi that as many as 80 persons were killed
through mid-year. In addition the Govemment detained me number of persons for short periods in
connection with the violence. Amnesty Intemnational rep that security forces tortured, beal, and otherwise
abused a number of them (see Section 1.d.). Although the Govemment allowed saveral subsequent
demonstrations to take place, it used force to disrupt several other demonstrations that were held throughout
the spring and summer (see Section 2.b.).

The Govermnment appointed two separate commissions to look inlo the Kabylie events. One commission,

headed by resrecled Amazigh jurist Mohand Issaad, issued its final report on December 29. The Issaad report

concluded that gendarmerie units had used excessive force in putting down the April 22 to 28 demonstrations,

%ngdqw they had done so without official orders. The report was released to the press and received significant
ia coverage,

Following a bombing against a military unit in the area, secun forces arrested Said Zaoul and approximate
20 other men in Dellys on February 7. The detainees reporiedly were tortured and Zaoui reportedly remaine

in detention. In April police arrested three students who were on their way lo a gym class in the Kabylie region,
and reportedly beal them while they were in custody (see Section 1.d).

In Junie 2000 following a bomb blast in Dellys, police rounded up a group of 200 persons who had been
attending the local mosgue. The gmgr was taken to police headquarters and beaten. One person died from
the injuries he sustained. Members of the group took | action against the police and, as a result, the focal
chiefs of the police and the Gendarmerie were fired and two of the offending officers were amesled.

In December 1999, a terrorist bomb killed and injured police in the town of Dellys. Within hours security forces

rounded up and detained more than 100 persons of both sexes and a variety of ages. Paolice officers beat

many of the detainees and threw them into the crater made by the terrorist bomb. One of the mistreated

persons died of a heart attack the next day. A senior regional police commander ordered the police to s

thesa actions. In response to complaints from the mistreated persons, the authorities sus‘gendad the loca

<1:om)manders of 2 different security services and prosecuted 21 members of the security forces (see Section
a8.).

Armed terrorist groups committed numerous abuses, such as beheading, mutilating, and dismembering their

victims, i infants, children, and pregnant women. These groups also used bombs that killed and
injured persons (see Sections 1.a. and 1.g.). Deaths at the hands of armed grou decreased by about 35
percent, from 1,525 in 2000 to 1,124 during the year. Terrorists also committed of s of female

victims, many of whom subsequently were ered. There were also frequent reports of young women
and girls being abducted, raped for weeks at a lime by group leaders and other members, and me?lnlo
servitude {(see Sections 1.2, 1.b., 5, 6.c., and 6.1.).
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Prison mmmmspm.wmemwmmwowmmmmmmmeommm
Government continued to improve prison conditions. Prisoners generally were found to be in good health and
‘tgene%tedﬁumadequalefoodatsdaxpmded\ﬁsuaﬁondghts.mepmvislonofnwdlcalummmw
imited.

In general the Govemment does not permit independent monitoring of prisons or detention centers. However,
since Oclober 1999, the Government allowed regular Intemational Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) visits

to prisons administered by the Ministry of Justice. The ICRC did not visit FIS leaders in prison or under house
amrest,

d. Arbitrary Arrest, Detention, or Exile

The Constitution prohibits arbitrary arrest and detention; howaver, the secudg forces continued arbitrarily to
arrest and detain citizens, although such practices continued to decrease during the year.

The Constitution sti ulates that incommunicado detention in criminal cases prior to 8 ignment may not

axceed 48 hours, after which the must be charged or released. However, to the 1992
Antiterrorist Law, the police may hold suspscts in prearraignment detention for up to 12 days, although police
must inform suspects of the ainst them, In practice the forces generally adhered to 12-
day limit in terrorist cases and to ur limit in non-terrorist cases during the year.

The 1992 Antiterrorist Law ed the requirement that the police obtain warrants in order to make an
arrest. During the year, the made limited use of this taw. However, according to defense a

ttomeys,
police who execute searches without a warran! routinely fail to identify themselves as police and abuse those
who ask for identification (see Section 1.1.),

In April three students were arrested in two separate incidents in the Kabyiie region. One died in custody and
the other two subsequently were released, The death in custody precipitated demonstrations and riots in the
region throughout the spring and summer (see Sections 1.a,, 1.¢., 2.b., and 5).

The Govemmenl detained and soon thereafter released hundreds of persons in connection with the
demonstrations and riots that took place in the Kabylie region in the spri and summer. Amhesty Intemational
reported that the police tortured or otherwise abused persons in custody (see Section 1.a).

At year's end, FIS president Abassi Madani, who was released from prison in 1997, remained under house
arrest and was allowed to receive visils from members of his family (see Section 2.d.), aithough he made
numerous press statements and con interviews whila under house arrest. Jailed oppositionist and FIS
vice president Ali Belthadj, who had been held incommunicado from 1992 until 1998, was allowed contact with
members of his family, who spoke to the press on his behalf.

Police and communal guards somelimes detain persons at checkpoints (see Section 1.f.). There are reports of
police arresting close relatives of suspected terrorists in order lo grce the is to surrender. According to
Amnesty International, on April 4, 2000, police arrested 73-year-old El-Hadj M'ik in front of several witnesses.
He had questioned previously conceming his sons, one of whom is believed to be a member of a terrorist

%foup. Security offictals reassured the family, on two te occasions, that M'ik would be raturmed to tham.
owever, he had not been retumed by year's end and the govenment has released no further information on
ihe case during the year,

Prolonged pretrial detention is a problem, Persons accused of crimes sometimes did not receive expeditious
trials; however, instances of long-term detention appeared to decrease somewhal during the past year (see
Section 1.e.). Hundreds of state enterprise officials who were arrested on charges of corruption in 1998
remained in detention, Three or four of the higher-ranking detainees were released in 2000. Some local human
rights activists and NGO's claim that the Government continues to keep some former prisoners under
surveillance and requires them to report periodically to police.

Forced exile is not ammrm of punishment and is not known to be practiced. However, NUMErous cases of
seif-imposead exile in former FIS mambers or individuais who maintain that they have tieen accused
faisely of terrorism as punishment for openly criticizing govemment policies.

'

One such case was resolved in September 2000, when Ali Bensaad, a professor at the University of
Constantine who had been in exile in Germany, retumed to the country. The former exile was issued a limited
gmm) passport, which aliowed him to return. Bensaad is pursuing redress in the court system forthe

nations” he claims were perpetrated against him by former high-ranking officials; there were no
developments in Bensaad's case by year's end.

e. Denial of Fair Public Trial

The Constitution provides for an independent judiciary; however, in practice the Govemment does not always
respect the independence of the r{gdal system, The Minister of Justice appoints the judges. A ‘s term is
10 years. The Govemment reportedly may remove judges at will. In November 1999, President Bouteflika
namedammmisdonwmiewmehmwmhgofme]udbiﬁ;nedwmomndwaysmi it. In August
2000, after the commission submitted its report that was pu d in the Govemment's Official Joumal, the
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President announced a massive reo of the judiciary. He approximately 80 percent of the
heads of the 187 lower courts and all but three of the presidents of the 3 higher-level courts. Most of the courl ‘
Madsmmmbnedmmwhcamm,anmmm%ﬂawdwmmwmmmm
previouslyonlyheadedalewcowts.wommalyeat‘sendheaded .

me]uqldmlsmmpowdofmedmmis.whthca&sinwwmgdwﬁam.wme courts, which
have tried nansonwcudyandlanuﬁsmdnamas.Thefe!sa!soaConsﬁwﬂmalendl. reviews the
oonsﬂmuonmofu'eaﬁes.iaws.andregdaﬁon&AMtoughUnComdlismtpanofme , it has the
authority to fylawsbundmmwﬁhﬂbnal.TheCoundihasnhembm:Thmeof members
&Mudngheeouncﬂpresidanl araappohﬁedbythersident;twoaraaledadbythaupperhmsaofﬂte
arfiament; two are elected by lowefhouseo!mePadlamant;onelsdectedbwaSmmmeCoumand
one is elected by the Council of State. Regular criminal courts try those individuals accused of security-related
oﬂensas( .%qe:g-ter;n éi?tenlions of suspects awailing trial again appeared to decrease somewhal during the
year (see on 1.d.

Aocmdin&gfnm Constitution, defendants are presumed innocent until proven guilty. They have the right to
confront accusers and may appeal the conviction. Trials are public, and defendants have the right to legal
counsel, However, the authorities do not always respect all legal provisions regarding defendants’ rights, a
continuewdunyduewocess.SomehwyasdonotaoceptcesasofdefmdantsamdofsewﬁWnlated
offenses, due to fear of retribution from the security forces. Defense lawyers for members of the banned FIS
have suffered harassmenl, death threats, and amest.

There are no credible estimates of the number of political prisoners; some observers estimate the number to

be several thousand. An unknown number of persons who could be considered roliﬂcal prisoners are serving
pﬁsonsantenoesbecsweolheklslsﬂstsympahiesaﬂdmm\barsw in the FIS. Thers are credible ‘
estimates that the Government released 5,000 politicat prisoners after ent Boutefilka's 1999 election.

International humanitarian organizations did nol request visits with political prisoners during the year;
therefore, it is unclear whether the Government would permit such organizations to visit political prisoners. In

general the Governmen! does not permit in nt menitoring of prisons or detention centers; however,
g\:gi the y 24 months, it has permitted the ICRC to monitor general prison conditions in civilian prisons (see
on 1.c.

. Arbitrary Interference with Privacy, Family, Home or Comespondence

Authorities frequently Infringed on citizens’ privacy rights. The Constitution provides for the inviolability of the
home, but the state of emergency authorizes provincial govemors to issue exceptional warrants at any time.
Security forces also entered residences without warrants. According to defense attomeys, police who execute
searches without a warrant routinely fail o identify themselves as police and abuse persons who ask for
identification. Security forces deployed an extensive network of secret informers against both terrorist targets
and political opponents. The Govemnment monitors the telephones of, and sometimes disconnects service to,
political opponents, joumalists, and hurman rights groups (see Sections 2.a,, 3, and 4). There are reports of
goék;e arresting close relatives of suspected terrorists in order to force the suspects to surrender (see Section

Armed terrorists entered private homes either to kill or kidnap residents or o steal weapons, valuables, or
food. After massacres that took place in their villages, numerous civilians fled their homes. Armed terrorist
groups consistently used threats of violence lo extort money from businesses and families across the country. ‘

g. Use of Excessive Force and Violations of Humanitarian Law

In response to rioting in April in the Kab&iee region, gendarme units used excessive force. Rioters were shot
with lethal (not rubber) rounds, often in the back. A report issued by the Issaad Commission, appointed by the
Government to investigate the violence, found that the ?seé!darmes actad withou! orders, The Govemment
claimed thal the gendarmes who fired the shols were disciplined.

Armed groups continued to be responsible for numerous, indiscriminate killings, Terrorisis left bombs at
several markels and other r.ubllc places during the year, killing and injuring dozens of persons. In rural areas,
terrorists continued to plant bombs and mines, which often targeled secunty force arsannel. For example,
according to press reports, on Febfuag 25, a bomb explosion killed 3 and injured 27 near a bus station in
Laghouat, 240 miles south of Algiers, On March 6, a bomb blast in the province of Jlﬁl killed 2 and wounded
15. On March 9, a homemade bomb killed two persons and injured five in Skikda. A in Lakhdari injured
two communal guards on March 28, On April 1, armed group members slit the throats of five family mambers in
the town of Ain Agba, 72 miles south of Algiers. The terrarists then left a bomb in the house, which later
exploded injuring one of the vigﬁgers who discovered the bodies. On August 30, 2 bomb set in an Alglers
market place killed 2 persons injured more than 30 others. On September 13, in Taourirt, a community
located about 30 miles east of Bouira, a car bomb killed one man and injured another. On October 2, a bomb
anted by terrorists in a ria in Laghouat, 240 miles south of Algiers, exploded, killing one customer and
injuring eight others. On November 14, a bomb set by terrorists near a footpath serfous!y wounded a woman
picking olives. On the same day, terrorists at a false roadblock shot and killed a soldier. Both incidents took
ggoe in Bouira, southeast of Algiers. As in the past, such random lethal terrorist altacks occurred throughout '
year.

Section 2 Respect for Civil Liberties, Including:
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a. Freedom of Speech and Press

these freedoms and to take action it considers to be threats to the state or
Howevar, the Govemment did not enforce these regulations strictly, and the large number of inde t
arly on security matters without . The government-conlrolied press

On June 27, the Government enacted a series of amendments to the Penal Code that give the Govemment
authority to impose high fines and harsh | sentences in cases in which reporters ™ insult or injure”
government officials. Govamment offici include the President, Members of Parliament, judges, members of
ihe military, and “any other authority of public order.” Under the new law, any person found guilsg‘of defaming
mapred%ﬂma‘ybesentenmdlobe(ween:!and 12 months in prison and a fine of between 9 (50,000
dinars) and $3,247 (250,000 dinarsnghe punishments are doubled for W Under the new law,
publicaﬁonsvmoseemesara und guilty of an offense against the may be fined from $6,494
(500,000 dinars) to $32,468 (2,500,000 dinars). Editors and owners of such publications may also be
pmsewted.Bmadrmvislwmmenewlaw deforpﬂsontemtsofbetwamzandumnmsandﬂnss
ranging from $129 (10,000 dinars) to $6,494 (500,000 dinars) for “any person who insulls a @, 3 civil
servant, or one of the representatives of pub order with a word, a gesture, a threat, a piece 0
comespondence, a piece of writing or a drawing while theyareaxengshg their profession, and does 50 with
the intention of offending their hanar, their authority, or the respect required of their profession.” The law, as
amended, provides the same punishments for anyone who “commits insuit, contempt or defamation® directed
at "Pariament or one of its chambers, tribunals, courts of justice, the People's National W other
authority of public order.” No joumnalist had been charged under the new law by year's end; r, the

Govemment brought defamation cases against joumalists during the year under the old prbvisions of the Penal
Code.

On March 14, six journalists from the Arabic daily newspaper Erral were convicted of defaming the former head
of security of the Wilaya of Oran. The men were sentenced to 2 months in jail (suspended) and a fine of $28
2,000 dinars). On July 19, Fawzia Ababsah, ing editor of the Fren Jangfgge daily newspaper,
"Authentique, was tried in abstentia and sent to 6 months in prison for defamation of Secretary General
iahmoudi of the Finance Confederation (a union of financial workers). Ababsah was char?ed for an arlicle
that she wrote attempting to refule that Mahmoudi had made aﬁi{nst the owner of L'Authentique,
retired Ganeral Mohammed Betchine. Under the law, a person tried in a antia has the right o "opposa” any
suchdecisionandhavemecasereheafdatmesamamd.Ababsshstatedma(sheintendedtoopposalhe
finding in her case. The resulls of her opposition had not been published by year's end.

According to the Ministry of Health, it no longer forbids medical personnel from speaking to journalists, and
such personnel spoke to the press during the year.

The Govemnment's definition of security information often extended beyond purely nﬂn%n':alwm to
encompass broader political affairs. In 1995 FIS officials who had been freed from detention in 1984 received
direct orders from the Justice Ministry to make no further public statements. This ban remains in force. In
general journalists exercised self-censorship by not publishing criticism of specific senior military officials,
although in some cases the press criticized current and retired mifitary officers.

In 1994 the Govemment issued an interministerial decree that independent newspapers could print security
information only from official government bulietins carried by the govemment-controlied Algerian Press Service
(APS). However, independent newspapers t:g‘enty '3110(’86 the directive, and tha trend toward increased
apenness about security-force activities con ued during the year. The Government continued to provide the
press with more information than in the past about the security situation. Unlike in 'past rs, when joumalists
deliberately did not report on current possible abuses by security forces to avoid lies with the
Government, the independent press reported openly on abuses by the gendarmerie during the recent violence
in the Kabylie and in other contexts (see Sections 1.3, 1.c.. 1.d.,2.b., and 5). There also was significant
coverage of NGO activity aimed al publicizing government abuses committed in the past.

Other than El Moujahid, which is the official government newspaper and reflects the majority RND party's
views, there were no newspapers affiliated with any political parties. However, other parties, including legal
Istamist political parties, have access to the independent press, in which they may express their views without
government interference. Opposition parties also disseminate information via the Internet and comuniques.

In mid-June, two independent pers (El Walin and Al-Khabar) began to print in a privately run printing

plant with privatety obtained newsprint. This ended the Govemment's monopoly on printing companies and

newsprint imports. However, most independent newspapers continue to rely on the Govermnment for printing

w paper imports. There was no overt use of the Government's power to halt newspaper publications during
year,

The Government continued to exercise pressure on the independent press through the state-owned
advertising company, which was created in 1996. All state-owned companies that wish to place an

advertisement in a newspaper must submit the item to the advertising company, which then decides in which

newspapers to place it. In an economy In which stale companies’ output and govemment services stifl
represent approximately two-thirds of national income, ment-provided advertising

constitutes 2
significant source of advertising revenue for the country’s newspapers. Advertising companies tend to provide
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ianificant amounts of advertising to publications with a anti-Islamist editorial line and to withhold
ggweddmﬁmmapmmpdﬁwlwmds.mn%wmhwehgemﬁewhbswoﬂm
cheap advertising rates.

Presidemaoutaﬂikastsledm1999mmemdlaulﬁmalelyshouldbeatmesewiceolm68h(a.Rndioand
mm&ionmmmmﬂvememmmd.vamgemmmdmeGomnhwﬁdn
Parliamentary debates are ewmdlm.AMﬂpaﬂmm&babmgadmmsmﬁolmNaﬂonmal
lasted severa! days was broadcast live, witho edits and in its entirety. It provi ed a national forum for all
representative parties, including oppodﬁoaniescﬁﬁcalow\eGovemmt Satellite-dish antennas are

Many artists, intellectuals, and university educators fled the country after widespread violence n in 1992,
howaver, some continued to retumn during the year. A gmwh%mmber of academic seminars and colloquiums
occurred without governmental interference, Including a May forum on Judicial Reform sponsorad by the
Freedom House, which enjoyed wide press coverage. University studenls star?:d numerous small strikes early
in the year in support of the protesis in Kabylie. The Govemment did not inte re in any political or sconomic
seminars, as it had in the past.

b. Freedom of Peaceful Assembly and Association

The Constitution provides for the right of assembly; however, the 1892 Emergency Law and government
practice sharply curtail this right. Citizens and organizations must obtain pemmits from the appointed local

avernor before holding public meetings. The Government frequently grants licenses (o political parties,

GO's, and other groups to hold indoor rallies.

In | in the Kabylie mountain on Berbers held outdoor demonstrations commemorating the 21st
annﬂ(elfsary of the Berber Spring of 1980, when Berbers protested the imposition of Arabization on Berber
culture. After the death of a 19-year-old Amaﬁh hgh ool student in security-force custody, confrontations
became violent between demonstrators, including stone- and Molotov cocktail-throwing youth, and
Govemnment security forces. Many demonstrators burned and looted government buﬁngs. mgeel party
offices, and public and private property. These riots were suppressed, often with excessive including live
fire In some instances, killing more than 50 persons and injuring many hundreds more. Two official
commissions were appointed to investigate events during the year, one commission issued its final report in
December: the other had not issued a report by year's end (see Sections 1.a, 1.¢,, 1.d., and 5).

After the April violence, the Govemnment permitted some demonstrations (most of them unsanctioned) (o take
q_l::e, On May 3, the largest political demonstration to take place in Al%:rs since 1998 concluded peacefully.
event protested governmenl actions in queli unrest in the Kabylie region. On May 7, a "March of
Mourming" of more than 10,000 persons was held in Bejaia without govemment Interference. The organizers of
the two separate marches that joined did not seek qovermnment permission. However, before the event Minster
of Interior Noureddine Zerhou gubudy anno that the Government would "tolerate” the marches. On
May 10, a march of 8,000 to 10,000 persons in support of the Kabylie Berbers took place in Algiers withoul
govemment ission: the Gavernment did not interfere with the march. On May 21, tens of thousands of
Kabylie residents demonstrated at Tizi Ouzou with only minimal interference from security forces. Protesters

demanded that the Govemment withdraw the gendarmerie from Kabylie, recognize Amazigh as a co-equal
national 13 with Arabic, indemnify victims of recent disturbances, and posipone na onal school exams
so Berber siudents would not be disadvantaged for participaling in the demonstrations.

Nonetheless, the Govemment at times used force to disperse demonstrations that became violent. On May 31,
as many as 20,000 demonstrators marched in Algiers with the tacit approval of the Govemment. Security
forces used lear gas and water cannons to break up the demonstrations when 600 to 700 protestors became
violent, throwing stones at pofice. On June 14, the Government dispersed with tear gas and waler cannons a
march of more than 250,000 protesters after small groups of marchers became violent and bumed and later
destroyed property and looted a police station, a bus dapol, and stores and businesses. In reaction the
Government announced a ban on demonstrations in the capital.

Some other unlicensed groups continue to be aclive, including groups dedicated to the cause of persons who
have d":sagpeamd. Such groups continued to hold regutar demonstrations outside govemment buildings during
the year. On November 8, security forces in Constantine disrupted a demonstration by family members of
persons who had disappeared. When the crowd of approximately 100 persons amived al the town hall for a
regular demonstration (usually held weekly), they were met by security forces who demanded that they
disperse. When the demenstralors refused to leave, sewﬂar arces forcibly dispersed them, reportedly using
truncheons. One person was injured (see Section 1.¢.). In ovember 2000 police used force to disrupt a march
by families of the disappeared, and arested fiva persons,

Four subsequently were released; the fifth was tried and convicted of attacking a security officer (see Section
2 b.), In March 2000, in the westem cities of Relizane and Oran, the Government arrested 40 persons during 2
separate demonstrations that occured about 3 week apart; however, those amested were released after brief

detention, .

The Government granted a license to a group of Islamists, including founders of the banned FIS party, to hold
a meeling on July 9.
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ThsConsﬁnmnmwldesherghtofassodaum:howm.mwQZEmgmwuwaMgw
praclice severely restrict it. The Interior Ministry must approve all mﬂﬂcalparﬁesbefommaymy
established (see Section 3). In Jan 2000, the Government to the Wafa Party

that many of its members ha belonged to the outlawed FIS. The ment closed the Party's
mainuwm«zom.Mmem.mmmmmwmmmsmw
Ghozali, applied for IsuaﬁoninMayzooo.butmcalvedmresponsewimInlhempuiodapectﬁed law
for govemmental m%m(msma).mmmzs.melmnammwum
information in the d&sapgcadmwasbovagueandmawteMinMywaslnmepmoessofgamedngme
information it a decision. The Front Democratique had not been licensed year's end. The
Interior Ministry licenses all nongovemmental associations and regards all associations as unless they
have licenses, it may deny a license to, or dissolve, any arded as a threat to the Govemment's
aumomy.ortomesemorpubucordarolmsue.A mgovwmnentsuspendedthapamammta
election in 1992, itba meFlSasapoHﬁcalparty.andUwsodalandmamabiegroupsassodamd it.
Membership in the FIS remains lllegal, although at least one former FIS leader announced publicly that he
intended to form a cultural youth group.

Domestic NGO's must be ficensed by the Gavemment and are prohibited from receiving funding from abroad.
Soma unlicensed groups operate openly.

¢. Freedom of Religion

The Constitution declares Isiam to be the stale refigion but prohibits discrimination based on religious belief
and the Govemment generally respects this right in practice; however, there are some restrictions. Istam is the
only legal refigion, and the law limits the practice of other faiths; however, the Govemnment follows a de facto
policy of tolerance by not inquiring into the religious practices of individuals.

The law prohibits public assembly for purposes of practicing a faith other than Islam. However, Roman
Catholic churches in the country, Including 3 cathedral in (the seat of the Archbishop), conduct services
without govemment interference. There are only a few smaller churches and other places of worship; non-
Muslims usually congregate in private homes for religious services,

Because Islam is the state religion, the country’s education system Is structured to beneit Mustims. Education
is free to all citizens below the age of 16, and the study of Islam is a strict requirement in the public schools,
which are requiated by the Ministry of Education and the Ministry of Religious Affairs.

The Govemment appoints preachers to mosques and gives guidance on sermons. The Govemnment
monitors activities in mosques for possible security-related offenses and bars their use as public meeting
places outside of regular prayer hours. The Ministry of Religious Affairs provides some financial support to
mosques and has limited control over the training of imams.

On June 27, the Government enacted a series of amendments to the Penal Code o specily prison sentences
and fines for preaching in a mosque by individuats who have not been reco?:ized by the Government as
imams. Such unauthorized persons may be sentenced to prison terms of 1 1o 3 years and fines ranging from
$130 (10,000 dinars) to $1,208 {100,000 dinars). Any person (including imams recognized by the govemment)
found guilty of speaking oul during prayers at the mosque in @ manner that is "contrary 1o the noble nature of
the mosque or likely to offend the cohesion of society or serve as an apology for such actions” may be
sentenced to 3 to 5 years in prison and fines of up to $2,597 (200,000 dinars). The amendments make no
attempt to specify what conslitutes preaching that is "contrary to the noble nature of the mosque or likely to
offend public cohesion.” There were no reported cases in which the Government invoked the new
amendments by year’s end,

Conversions from Istam to other religions are rare. Islam does not recegnize conversion to other faiths at any
age. However, the Constitution's provisions conceming freedom of religion prohibit any Government sanction
against conversion. Because of safety concems and potential legal and social problems, Muslim converts
ractice their new faith clandestinely. The Family Cede, which is based on Shari'a (Islamic law), prohibits
uslim women from marrying non-Muslims, although this reguiation is not always enforced. The code does not
restrict Mustim men from ma non-Muslim women. Under both Shari'a and civil law, children bomtioa
puslim father are Muslim, rega of the mother’s refigion.

Non-islamic proselytizing is illegal, and the Govemment restricls the ‘l;fortalion of nan-islamic literature for
widesﬁread distribution. Personal copies of the major works of other gions, such as the Bibie, mm
brought into the country. Non-Islamic religious texts and music and video selections no longer are di tto
Incate for purchase. The Government prohibits the dissemination of any literature that portrays violence as a
legitimate precept of Iglam.

The country’s 10-year civil conflict has pitted salf-proclaimed radical Muslfims against the general Islamic
population. After his 1999 elaction, President Bouteflika acknowledged that a more accurate accounting of the
number m%!(rusons killed during the previous 8 years laced the total at about 100,000. Extremist self-

procla “(slamists” have issued public threeYs nst all "infidels” in the country, both foreigners and
citizens, and have killed both Muslims and non-Muslims, including missionaries. The majority of the country's
terorist groups do nol, as a rule, differentiate between religious and political killings. During the year, terrorisls
continued attacks against the Govemment and civilians (see Seclions 1.a. and 1.9.).

In 1994 the Armed Islamic Group (GIA) declared its intention to efiminate Jews, Christians, and polytheists
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community tends to curtail its public activities. ‘

d. Freadom of Movement Within the Country, Foreign Travel, Emigration, and Repatriation

Thelawpmﬁdesfuhnsdomddamsﬁcmdfaalgnhavd.mdﬁaedombeﬂigmw:hwm.m
Govemment at times restricts these . The Govemment does not allow fi trave! by senior officials of
the banned FIS. FIS President Madani, who was released from prison in 1997, remains under house
anest(weSewon1.¢£.TheGovemnu’ctalsodoesnotpem\ityoungnmwhoareellglbleformedmﬂmp
who have not yet thelrmimatysewicetoleavemecounttyifmaydonothavespedalau!hodzahon:
such authorization may be ted to students and to those individuals with specia! family circumstances. The
F%:adoesno& tmarﬂedmlesunder19yeatsofagetotravelabmadmwmm3rhusband's
pe , although this provision fly is not followed in practice. In the spring of 1999, the Government
allowed travel abroad by rep ves of organizations pursuing information on ralaﬁveswhoallegedly
'dlsapwd’dwhheadbmdﬂemnﬁybme&ﬁesem&dbns.whichwemhmdby uman
rights NGO's, held public discussions on those who had disappeared.

Under the state of emergency, the Interior Minister and the provincial govemors may deny residency in cartain

districts to persons as threats to public order. The Government also restricts travel into four southem
provinces, where much of the hydrocarbon industry and many foreign workers are located, in order to enhance
security in those areas.

The police and the communal guards operate checkpoints throughout the country. They routinely stop vehicles
to mmapeddiwcdenﬂﬂcaﬁonkpd oy papers and to search for avidence of terrorist activity. They sometimes detain persons
at n ‘

Armed groups in t citizens at roadblocks, often using stolen police uniforms and equ t in various
regions to rob them aof their cash and vehicles. On occasion armed groups killed groups of civilian passengers
at these roadblocks (see Section 1.2.).

The Constitution and the law provide for the granting of asylum and refugee status in accordance with the
1951 U.N. Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees and its 1967 Protocol. The Government grants
asylum and cooperates with the office of the U.N. High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) and ather
humanitarian crganizations in refugees. The Govemment provides first asylum to approximately
165,000 refugee Sahrawis, former ts of the Westem Sahara who left that teritory sfter Morocco ook
control of it in the 1870's. UNHCR, the World Food Program (WFP), the Algerian Red Crescent, and other
organizations are assisting Sahrawi refugees. The co also hosts an estimated 5,000 Palestinian refugees,
most of whom no longer require intemational assistance. In the mid-1800's, the Government worked with
international organizations to respond to Tuareg refugees from Mali and Niger. Most Tuaregs voluntarily
;ep?etgated fron;’1996 to 1999, There were no reports of the forced retum of persons to 3 country where they
eared persecution.

Section 3 Respect for Palitical Rights: The Right of Citizens to Change Their Govemmenl

The Constitution provides citizens with the right to change their govemment; however, there are significant
limitations to this right in practice. The strong prerogatives of the executive branch, supported by the
entrenched power of the military and the bureaucracy, prevent citizens from exercising this right. The
withdrawal of six rresidenhal candidates in 1999 amidst cradible charges of fraud, and the election of
President Bouteflika, highlighted the continued dominance of the military elite in the process of selecting the
country's political leadership.

President Bouleflika was elected in an Agril 1999 presidential election that was seriously flawed by the
withdrawal 1 day before the sfection of all other candidates, who charged that the military aiready had begun to
implement plans to produce a fraudulent Bouteflika victory. Until those allegations surfaced, the campaign had
been conducted fairly, with all candidates widely covered in both state-owned and private media. The conduct
of the campaign-—althou?h regulated as to the use of languages other than Arabic, and as to the timing,
location, and duration of meetings—was free, and all candidates traveled extensively throughout the country.
One potential candidate was denied the ability to run because the electoral commission delermined that he
could nol prove that he had mﬂidpaled in Algena's war of independence ﬁainst France, a legal requirement
for candidates for President born before July 1842. With the withdrawal of the other candidates and the
absence of foreign observers, it was impossible to make an accurate determination of tumout for the eiaction,
although it agramn was as low as 30 percent, the Govemment claimed a 60 percent tunout. The next
presidential election is scheduled for April 2004.

Under the Constitution, the President has the authorily to rule by decree in special circumstances. The
President subsequently must submit to the Pardiament for approval decrees issued while the Parfiament was
not in session. The President did not exercise such au&mduamn? the year, The Parliament has a popuiarly
elected lower chamber, the National Popular Assembly (APN), an upper chamber, the National Council,
two-thirds of whose members are elected by muni and provincial councils, The President appoints the
remalning one-third of the National Council's members. Legistation must have the approval of three-quarters of
both the upper and lower chambers’ members. Laws must originate in the lower chamber.

In 1997, Algeria held its first elections to the APN since elections were canceled in 1992, and electad the first .
multiparty parliament in the country’s history. Candidates representing 39 political parties participated, along
with several independent candidates. Under a system of proportional representation, the government-
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assessed, 1,169 produced satisfactory results, 95 we: problematic, and 11 ) unsal ma'tnn;g_’m
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provincial election commissions announced the results of their adjudication of the appeals filed by various
poﬁﬁcalparﬁes.ﬂ\eRM)MsomseatsbutmnnhedmemmlMdorhmaAmwm.Thenext
pariiamentary slections are expected to take place in April or May 2002.

Since 1997 the law requires that gotanﬁai political parties receive official approval from the Interior Ministry

before they may be established. To obtain provaLapartymusthaveZSfomderslmmacmﬂmcounlry
whosenanwsmustberegmadwuhlhel:%th . Two parties have failed to receive registration. In
January 2000, the Govemment refused (o ve the Wala because of its perceived ties to the FIS (see

Section 2.b.). On March 29, the Interior Minister stated that the tion in the Front Democra 'S
application recognition, which was filed in May 2000, was too e, and that the Ministry was in the
process of ng the information it needed to make a decision. party’s application remained pending al
year's end. m‘magggreu on, Amazigh heritage . or Arab heritage as a basis of organizing for political
S0

purposes. The political party ties to nonpolitical associations and regulates party financing and
reporting requirements.

The more than 30 existing cal parties representawidesggehum of viewpaints and in activities
that range from holding falm issuing communiques. The Government continues to ban the FIS as a

litical party (see Section 2.b.). With the exception of the leading progovemment party (RND), and the

ational Liberation Front (FLN), political parties sometimes encounter difficulties when dealing with local
officials, who hinder their organizational efforts. The Govemment monitors private telephone communications,
and somelimes disconnects telephone service to political opponents for extended periods (see Section 1.1.).
While opposition parties access lo state-controlled electronic media remains limited, ion party leaders
increa %mbempummmmpmlwrvbwsmmmnmdonma 0, even those views
directly of the Govemment. Furiher, televised parfiamentary debates aired uncensored and uncut aflow
all parties access to the slectronic media. The independent press also publicizes their views.

The percentage of women in govermment and politics does not comespond to their percentage of the

n. The new Cabinel, named in May.hasnofoma!emmbets.’!hirteenoftha%Omembersoﬂhe
ower house of Parllament are women, The upper house has six female membars. In September 1998,
President Boutefiika appointed the first female provincial governor. A woman heads a workers' party, and all
the major political parties except one had women's divisions headed by women.

The Amazighs, an ethnic Berber minority of about 8 million centered in the Kabylie region, participate freely
and actively in the political process. From April through the remainder of the year, Amazighs held a series of

demonstrations, some violent; security forces in some instances put down violent demaonstrations with
axcessive force (see Sections 1.8, 1.c,, 1.d,, and 2.b.).

Two major opposition parties originated in the Amazigh-populated region of the country: The Saocialist Forcas
Front and the Rally for Culture and Democracy. These two garties represent Amazigh political and cultural
concems in the Parliament and the media. The two Amazigh-based parties were required 1o conform with the

1997 changes 1o the Electoral Law that stipulate that political parties must have at least 25 founders from
across the country.

The Tuaregs, a people of Amazigh origin, do not play an important role tn politics, due to their small numbers,
astimated in the tens of thousands, and their nomadic existence,

Section 4 Govemmental Attitude Regarding Intemational and Nongovernmental Investigation of Alleged
Violations of Human Rights

The most active independent human righls grqup is the Algerian League for the Dafense of Human Rights
(LADDH), an independent organization thal has members the country. The LADDH is nol permitted
access to é;ovemment officials or to , except as under the normal consultations allowed between a
lawyer and a client. The less-active Algerian League for Human Rights (LADH) is an independent organization
based in Constantine. The LADH has members throughout the country who follow individual cases, Human

rights groups report occasional harassment by govemment authorities in the form of obvious surveillance and
cutting off of telephone service (see Section 1.1.).

Unlikg in previous years, when such visits were banned, since the beginning of 2000 the Govemment has
welcomed a variety of international NGO's. The Rights Consortium, a combined effort of Freedom House, the
International Center for Joumalists, and the American Bar Association, visited the country in January,
February, and May. An additional lrip scheduled for the fall was p d due to uncertainty in the region due
to fiooding. Similarty, the National Democralic Inslitute has been , and visited the comelgm times
during the year. NDI has brought in intemational political experts fram around the world to with the local
groups. The Institute also had taken representatives of all the country's major political parties o the U.S.
promoting democratization, including by meeling regularly with and conducting seminars for political parties

and tgining tham in a variety of politica! skills ranging from grassroots consensus development to constituent
S8IvICas.

Doctors Without Borders requested visas to visit the Kabylie region in June. Their requests were denied

because the Government maintained that the Algerian medical system was sufficien handling the demand
for medical care.
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Delegations from Amnesty Intemational, the ICRC, Human Rgta Watch, Freedom House, the FIDH, and .
Reponenwm\outeordwsthedmeoom in 2000 at the invitation. Amnesty Intemational
visited in May 2000 and again in October 2 , and, after its May visit, claimed that th had been
*able to move around the country free! and that "no restrictions were imposed” on its activi Amnesty
Inlemational did not seek meetings menbersowaFISinpdsonofmderhousearresl.m
slatedmatﬁmhadbem'aslmiﬁcamdmphmelevelofviolermandkilmandmereponsofammW
amests, p Incommunicado detention, torlure, rﬂsa%mand trials have also diminished
ggdﬁcanﬂy.' owaver, Amnesty Intermational maintained t many serious concems had not been
dressed, hdud%msowm pastabusessudwsdlgzrmmandexniudldal kiliings. Moreover,
durlnﬁksOdober t, Amnasty International claimed the Government was not cooperating adequateiy or
providing the nization with quality information Theo:ganizaﬂonahodairnedmaw\eeovemmentwas

mopﬁ::ngmmmlnémuona!mosspm to visit, Amnesty
Intemnational claims that it not been allowed entry into the coun m The ICRC began visiting the
country to observe prison conditions in 1998, and has continued visits twice yearly.

A delegaﬁon from Human Rights Watch met with government officials in May 2000. The delegation stated that
it was “allowed to travel freely and meet with officials, lawyers, nongovemmental organizations, and victims
and families of victims of abuses by the Government and armed aroups.”

The U.N. Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances, which asked in 2000 to visit the country,
hadnotbeenamrﬂedaweesbyyear‘send.mGwethadalsomtmspondedgﬂvdu&ymmquesgsto
visit from the U.N. Special Rapporteur on Torture and the U.N. Special Rapporteur on judicial Executions.

The National Observatory for Human Rights (ONDH) was established by the Govemment in 1992 to report
human rights violations 1o the authorities; however, in February President Bouteflika announced the creation of
a new Human Rights Commission to repiace the ONDH and the national Human Rights Ombudsman,

The new National Consultative Commission for the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights was formally
astablished on October 9, and it held an initial meeting on October 24, The Commission is made up of 45
members, 22 of whom belong to 3gvemmental bodies and 23 of whom come from civil society and NGO's. The
nongovernmental members inclu representatives of Islamic religious organizations, the Red Crescent
Society, and women's rights advocacy groups. The President approves nominees, and the gg;nmlsslon‘s
budgst and secretariat (which the Government says will be "independent”) come from his office.

The Commission's mandate includes: Reporting on human rights issues; coordinating with police and justice
officials; advocating domestic and international human rights causes; mediating between the Govemment and
the population; and providing expertise on human rights to the GovernmenL

Domestic NGO's must be licensed by the Government and are prohibited from raceiving funding from abroad.
Some unlicensed groups operate openly,

Section 5 Discrimination Based on Race, Sex, Religion, Disabifity, Language, or Social Status

The Constitution prohibils discrimination based on birth, race, sex, belief, or any other personal or social
condition: however, women continue 1o face legal and social discrimination.

Women ‘

Women's rights advocates assert that spousal abuse is common, but there are no refiable statistics regarding
s extegt’.érmsal abuse is more frequent in rural than urban areas and among less-educated persons. There
are no fic laws against ml rape. Rape is illegal, and in pﬂndpl:saa'?ouse could be ad under
the law. However, there are societal pressures against a3 woman ng legal redress against her
spouse for rape, and there have been no reports of the law being applied in such cases. Batlered women musl
obtain medical certification of the physical effects of an assaull before they e a complaint with the police.
However, because of societal pressures, women frequently are reluctant to endure this process. There are
very few facilities offering safe haven for abused women, and many more are needed. Women's righls groups
have experien difficulty in drawing attention to spousal abuse as an important social problem, largely due
to socielal attitudes. There are several rape-crisis centers run by women's groups, but they have few
resources.

There is a rape crisis center that specializes in caring for women who are victims of rape by terrorists (see
Sections 1.2, 1.b., 1.c., 6.c., and 6.1.). On July 14, a group of y men raided a shantytown area near the oil
town of Hassi-Messaoud, raping and serously wounding dozens of single women who five there. The violence
was incited by an imam who accused the women of prostitution and questioned why theyrwere working while
men in the town were unempiloyed. On July 23, a similar attack took ptace in the area of Tebessa, a trading
center east of Algiers.

During the year, extremists sometimes specifically targeted women. There were NUMErcus incidents of women

and girls being killed and mutitated in massacres. Armed terrorist groups reportedly kidnapped young women

?nd - m:ansc?glive for extended periods for the purposas of rape and servitude (see Sections 1.a., 1.b,, .
.c., 6.c.,and 6.f),

The law prohibits prostitution, and it is not considered to be a problem.
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Someaspectsofme(awandmymmnalaodalpuacﬂoesdisainimbagalnstwomen.mwﬂ&nﬂy
Code, which is based in putonShari‘a.heetswomenasnimmdermalegalgwdlamhipufa
or male relative. ormmple.awonmnmstoblainafame(a roval to . Divoree is difficult
foravdfetoomalnexceptincasasolabandonmﬂormehusbmd's ction for a senous crime. Husbands
gen ommmmmmmminmm«m.cmmmmmnmws
tomemolher.btndwuaynotenmummapmﬂcuhrsd\oolorlakeu\emo\nofmscmmw
wmommmfsaumoﬁuuon.ommmabhmwmd&mshipmunkmen.Muallmwomen
areprohibitedfmnmanyhgnon—Musﬁms: Muslim men maymanynon-Mustimwomn(see Section 2.c.).

ThaFanilyCodeaisoaﬁnmuwlslameadbeofaﬂomamanwnwg to four wives, although this
rarely occurs in practice. A wife may sue or divoree if her husband does not in her of his intent to mary
another woman prior to the marriage.

Wormen suffer from discrimination in inheritance claims; in accordance with Shari'a, women are entited o a
smaller portion of an estate than are male children or a deceased husband's brothers. According to Sharia,
such a disti onismﬁedbeceuseomerpmmioquuireummohwband'shwmeandamtsmmbe
used to support the y.whﬂemewlfe‘sremain.hpdnciple.herown.Hmver.lnprac&cewommdonot
a haveexdusiveoonlroloverasseisﬁ\almeybmgmamarﬁa or income that they eam themselves.
M femaiesundensyearsofagamaymwavelabmadww\o melrmwands’pemﬁssl_on(saeswm
2.4.). However, women may take out business loans and are the sole custodians of thair dowries. In its 2000
report, the Intemational Labar Organization (ILO) Committee of Experts (COE) noted that the Govemment has
statedmandespitemcomoraﬂngeqoaﬁtybeMmmenandwomenmm slative and reguiatory texts
ggveming the workplace, in practice women still are confronted with discriimination in employment resulting
m stereatypes that exist regarding a woman's place in society.

While social pressure against women pursuing higher education or a career exisis throughout the counlry, itis
much stronger in rural areas than in major urban areas. Women constitute only 10 percent of the work force,
Nonetheless, women may own businesses, enter into contracts, and pursue opportunities in govermnment,
medicine, law, education, the media, and the armed forces. About 25 percent of judges are women, a
rucema that has been growing in recent years. President Bouleflika's changes to the judiciary in August
ncraaseg the number of courts headed by women (see Section 1.e.).

Although the law bans sexual discrimination in the workplace, the leaders of women's organizations report that
violations are commonplace. Labor Ministry inspectors do fittle to enforce the law. '

There are numerous women's rights groups, although the size of individual groups is small. Their main goals
are to foster women's economic welfare and to amend aspects of the Family Code.

Armed terrorist groups reported! kidnapped young women and held them captive for extended periods for the
purposes of rape and servitude (see Sections 1.8., 1.b., 1.c..6.c.,and 6.1.),

Children

The Government attempts to protect children. it provides free education for children 6 to 15 years of age.
Approximately 94 to 96 percent of children attend al least some school. More than 85 percent of children
complete the ninth grade. Boys and g:vs generally receive the same treatment in education, although girls are
slightly more likely to drop out. The emment growdes free medical care for all citizens—albeit in often
rudimentary facilities. The Ministry of Youth and Sports has programs for children, but such programs face
serious funding problems.

Child abuse is a problem. Hospitals treat numerous child-abuse cases every year, bul many cases go
unreported. Laws against chil abuse have not led to notable numbers of prosecutions nst offenders.
Legal experts maintain that the Penal and Family Codes do not offer children sufficient protection. NGO's that
specialize in care of children cite an increase in domestic violence aimed at children, which they attribute to the
“culture of violence” developed during the years since 1902 and the social dislocations caused by the
movement of rural families to the cities lo escape terrorist violence. Such NGO's have educational programs

aimed at reducing the level of violence, bul lack funding. Children often are the victims of terrorist attacks.

Armed terrofist groups reportedly kidnapped young women and held them captive for extended periods for the
purposes of rape and servitude (see Sections 1.a., 1.b., 1.c.. 6., and 6.£),

g:e;ggomlé: (r’\?cessity compels many children to resort to informal employment, such as sireet vending (see
on 6.d.).

Persons with Disabilities

The Govemment does not mandate accessibliity to buildings or govemment services for persons with
disabilities. Public eMeraﬂses. in downsizing the work force, generally ignore a law that requires that they
reserve 1 L of their jobs for persons with disabilities. Social secunity provides for payments for orthopedic
equipment, and some NGO's receive limited govemment financial suppost. The Govemment also attempts to
finance specialized training, but this initiative remains rudimentary.
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National/Racial/Ethnic Minorities .

The Amazighs are an ethnic minority centered in the Kabylie region. Amazigh nationalists have ht to
maintain their own wmmmwmmmmmdmsmmmmmmmmm

progtam.ThelawrequiresmatAmbicheme Ilanguageandraqum.umpmofmmataﬂ
official buehesabeconduded!nAmbbc.Thelawngaanetho re that Arabic be
used for all broadcasts on national television and radios, for du

mment

stations has a regular news mgwnlnAmazjgh,andoneoﬂheGovemmemmstaﬁonsbmadcastsanﬁrely
In thatia e, As part of naﬂmald\anefdgnodmwse.ﬂmeovmtandsevem!majorpolﬂwl

rties that the culture and language were major political components of the country's
giaanmy. in September 1999, ant Boutefiika stated that the Amazigh language would never be an official
language; d the year he stated that the enhancement of the status of the igh language would require
a constitutional amendment. However, on October 3, Prime Minister Benfiis agreed lo recognize the
Amazigh | as a national language. There are professorships in Amazigh culture at the University of
Tizi Ouzou. Amazighs hold influential positions in govemnment, the army, business, and joumalism.

From April throughout the remainder of the year, Amazighs held a series of demonstrations, some violent;
sacurity fomgszlr,\: s;ome instances put down violent demonstrations with excessive force (see Sections 1.3,
1c,1d.,and2.b.).

The Tuaregs, a people of Amazigh origin, live an isolated, nomadic existence and are relatively few in
numbers.

Section 8 Worker Rights ‘
a. The Right of Association

Workars are required to obtain government approval to establish a union, and the Government may invalidale

a union's legal status if its objectives are determined to be contrary the established institutional system, to
public order, good morals or the laws or regulations in force. There are no legal restrictions gn a workers right
to join a union.

About two-thirds of the labor force to unions. There is an umbrella labor confederation, the General

Union of Algerian Workers (UGTA) and its affiliated entities, which dates from the era of a single political party,
The UGTA encompasses national unions that are specialized by seclor. There are also some autonomous
unions, such as unions for Air Algerie pitots (SPLA), executives of the state-owned hydracarbon company
Sonatrach (FNPA), airport technicians (SNTMA), and teachers (CNES).

The 1990 law on labor unions requires the Labor Ministlz to approve a union application within 30 days. The
Autonomous Unions Confederation (CSA) has attempted since earty 1996 (o organize the autonomous unions,
but without success. The application that the CSA filed with the Labor Ministry still was pending at year's end,
although the CSA confinues to function withoul official status. The labor union organized by the banned FIS,
the Istamic Workers Union (SIT), was dissolved in 1992 because it had no license.

Under the state of emergency, the Govemment is empowered lo require workers in both the public and private
sectors to stay al their jobs in the event of an unauthorized or illegal strike. According to the 1990 Law on

industrial Relations, workers may strike only after 14 days of mandatory conciliation or mediation. (The

Govemment on occasion offers to mediate disputes.) The law states that decisions reached in mediation are

binding on both parties. If no agreement is reached in mediation, the workers may strike ly after they vole

by zecral ballot to do so. A minimum level of public services must be maintained during lc sector service

strikes.

During the year, the ILO Committee of Experts requested the Government to take steps through legislation to
ensure that no sions of Legislative Decree 92-03 are applied against workers peacefully exercising the
right to sirike. The decree defines as subversive acts, or acts of terrorism, offenses directed against the
siabillty and normal funclioning of institutions through any action taken with the intention of "obstructing the
0| on of establishments providing public service" or of "l ing traffic or freedom of movement in public
places.” The Govemment claimed that the Decree is not ed against the right to strike or the right to
organize and has never been used against workers exercising the right 1o strike peacefully.

On March 20, labor unions held a "general day of protest” against government privatization ptans. Members of
unions in the petrochemical, steel, fobacco, industrial vehicles, electronics, and utilities sectors participated.

The 1-day strike had little effect on daily life, but it gained the altention of government officials and highlighted
the unions' cencems about economic reforms. On March 28, the Federation of Finance and Planning
Employees held a general strika to protest recently adopted reforms to the Central Bank. The strike was
publicized poorly and had little effect

Unions n%fom and join federations or confederations, affiliate with intemational labor bodies, and develop .
relations foreign labor ?roups. For example, the UGTA is a member of the Interational Confaderation of
Free Trade Unions (ICFTU), However, the faw Gmhlbits unions from associating with political parties and also

prohibits unions from receiving funds from n sources. The courts are empowered to dissolve unions that
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engage in illegal activities.

. b.ThengmmOrganlzeandBalgalnCoaecﬁve!y
The law ﬁorodbcﬁvebargaln&nghrauunlons,andmeeovmntpemﬂtsuﬂs' in practice. The
faw proh dscrininaﬂonbyemployersagdndunlonmbefsando zers, and mechanisms
for resolving trade union msofmﬁuiwcucasbyemploym. also permits unions to recruit
members at the workplace, ever, the law bits unions from associating with political and also

parties
prohibits unions from meeMnghndsﬁomfaaignsoumes.Thecouﬂsamempowaadmdisaolvembnsmat
engage in illegal activities.

The Government has established an export pracessing zone in Jijel. Workers in the Export Processing Zone
have the same rights as other workers in the country.

c. Prohibition of Forced or Compulsory Labor

Forced or compulsory labor is incompatible with the Constitution's isions on individual rights, and the
Penal Code miglts compulsory labor, including forced or labor by children. While the Governmentl

enerally en the ban effectively, armed terrorist gmug: reportedly ki women and hald
g-»emcapﬂvefwweeksalaﬁme.duringwhlchgroupmem rs rape them force them into se (see
Sections 1.a., 1.b., 1.c., 5, and 6.1.).

The ILO's Committee of Experts has noted that the law that requires persons who have completed a course of
highereduwﬁonowalnmloperfocmapedodofsefvloeofbatweenzand4yea:sinordertoobmln
. employment or work in an occupation, is not compatibie with relevant ILO conventions dealing with forced
tabar. Committee stated that it has been urging the Govemment for many years lo cease imposing prison
tabor to rehabilitate persons convicted for expressing certain political views.

d. Status of Child Labor Practices and Minimum Age for Employment

The minimum age for employment is 16 years. Inspectors from the Ministry of Labor enforce the minimum
employment age by making periodic or unannounced inspection visits to public seclor enterprises. They do not
en the law effectively in the agricultural or private sectors. UNICEF re in October that approximately
5 percent of children work in some capacity, and there is no child labor in the industrial sector; however,
aconomic necessity compels some children to resort to informal employment, such as street vending. The
Govemment prohibits forced and bonded labor by children. Armed lerrorist groups frequemgekidnaped young
women and held them ve for weeks at a time. During this time, group members raped nd forced
them into servitude (see 1.a.,1b,1¢c,5and6e) -

On February 9, the Govemment ratified ILO Convention 182 on the worst forms of child labor.

. Acceptable Conditions of Work

The faw defines the overall framework for acceptable conditions of wark but leaves specific agreements on
wages, hours, and conditions of employment lo the discretion of employers in consultation wi employees.
The Govemment fixes by decree a monthly minimum for all sectors; however, this is not sufficient to
provide a decent standard of living for a worker and family. The minimum wage is approximately $105 (8,000
dinars) per month. Ministry of Labor inspectors are responsible for ensuring compliance with the minimum
wage regulalion; however, their enforcement is inconsistent.

In July 2000, the standard workweek was shortened to 37.5 hours. Workers who work beyond the standard
workweek receive premium pay on a sliding scale from "lime and a half” to "double time,” depending on
whether the overtime is worked on a normal work day, a weekend, or a holiday.

Thera are weil-developed occu n and health regulations codified in the law, but government inspectors do
not enforce these regulations effectively. There were no reporis of workers being dismissed for removing
themsetves from hazardous working conditions. Because employment generally is based on very detailed
contracts, workers rarely are subjected to conditions in the workplace about which they were not praviously
informed. If workers are subjected to such conditions, they first may attempt to renegoliate the employment
conltract and, that failing, resort to the courts.

{. Trafficking in Persons

The law does not prohibit specifically trafficking in persons. Armed lerrorist groups frequently kidnapped young
women and held them ca;m for weeks at a time, during which group meﬂ%em raped them and forced them

into servitude (see Sections 1.3, 1.b., 1.c., 5, and 6.c.). is a rape crisis center in Algiers that speciaiizes
in caring for women who are victims of rape by terrorists.

. This site is managed by the Bureau of Public Affairs, U.S, Department of State. External links to other internot sites should not be
construed as an endersemant of the views contained thersin,
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