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After coming to power in a coup in 1969, Libyan leader Colonel Muammar Al Qadhafi introduced a unique 
political, economic, and social system called the Jamahiriyah (state of the masses). This system was 
based on a mixture of Arab nationalism, socialism, and Qadhafi's own interpretation of Islam. He created 
a highly centralized state that relied heavily on the security services for its legitimacy and punished 
anyone who dared to challenge his control. Since then, he has successfully manipulated Libya's complex 
tribal relationships and imposed his own ideology on the population to the extent that he is in complete 
control of all aspects of Libyan life.  
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Qadhafi introduced Libya's unique political system, the Jamahiriyah, after coming to power in 1969. In 
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theory this is a kind of direct democracy whereby every citizen over the age of 18 can participate at the 
local level in a series of Basic People's Congresses. The decisions reached at these congresses are then 
fed into the General People's Congress (parliament) and are implemented by the General People's 
Committee (cabinet). These congresses, however, are predominantly there to rubber stamp decisions that 
have been made by the regime; while in theory their members are free to express their opinions, anyone 
daring to criticize the regime or its policy decisions would be in an extremely dangerous position. 
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Libyan legislation prohibits the use of torture. However, torture remains widespread in Libya, and 
according to international human rights organizations is used regularly by the security services, especially 
to extract confessions from suspected regime opponents. Moves of late to address the issue have been 
largely rhetorical and appear to be aimed primarily at presenting a new image in the international 
community. The Qadhafi International Charitable Foundation ran an anti-torture initiative in 2003 that 
included a poster campaign condemning torture. Under the initiative Libyans who had suffered torture at 
the hands of the state were encouraged to record their experiences with the foundation. However, it 
appears that none of these cases has been followed up on, and no official has been brought to justice for 
any torture committed. In April 2004 Qadhafi gave a speech in which he condemned the practice of torture 
and declared that Libya would ratify international anti-torture conventions. However, as yet there is no 
evidence to suggest that anything is really changing on this front. 
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It is difficult to separate judicial decisions from the legislative, executive, and other parts of government, 
as all these institutions are tightly linked and work together in the interests of the revolution. Article 31 of 
the 1991 Promotion of Freedoms law states, "Judges are independent in their decisions and there is no 
authority above them apart from the law."[13] Under the law, all parties are treated equally before courts 
and tribunals. However, Qadhafi has ultimate control over the outcomes of important cases, especially 
those of a political nature. Moreover, judges and other lawyers are susceptible to bribery. Personal or 
tribal relationships also play an important part; if one has the necessary connections, it is possible to 
influence court decisions. 
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Libya is steeped in bureaucracy and regulatory controls, providing ample opportunity for bribery and 
corruption, and both are rife. The state under Qadhafi has traditionally controlled all aspects of the 
economy. Most economic activity is based on the energy sector, with oil export revenues accounting for 
more than 95 percent of hard currency earnings and 75 percent of government receipts.[17] Moreover, 
Qadhafi's sons also have significant influence on the economy. The eldest son, Mohamed Qadhafi, is in 
charge of the telecommunications sector, while Saif al-Islam has his own investment company and plays 
an active role in the oil sector. Hannibal Qadhafi controls the marine transportation sector. Until recently, 
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most private economic activity was banned. However, as part of its new openness to the international 
community, the regime has begun to open up Libya's economy. Still, private sector activity remains on a 
small scale for the time being, and it is necessary to have the right connections within the regime to be 
able to set up a private business. 
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