
Daily News Online 

15 Jun. '12 
Eng | Geo | Rus

    

Last updated: 15:45 - 15 Jun.'12 

About Civil.ge

search

 

  RSS  Mobile  Twitter  Facebook 

Russia Warns Against Travel to Georgia 
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The Russian Foreign Ministry recommended its citizens “to refrain from 

traveling” to Georgia because of “absence of security” for the Russian citizens.

The Russian Foreign Ministry said in a statement on April 12, that since this 

February three citizens of Russia had been subject to criminal persecution 

upon arrival in Georgia for violating Georgia’s law on occupied territories. One 

of the provisions of that law makes it illegal in Georgia to enter into breakaway 

Abkhazia and South Ossetia from territories other than those controlled by 

Tbilisi. The law also sets whole set of exceptions to this rule. Violation of the 

law can result into a fine or a jail term from two to four years. The Russian 

Foreign Ministry said that in two cases Russian citizens were released after 

paying fine and in the most recent case one person was remaining held in 

detention in Zugdidi, western Georgia, pending investigation.

Russia called on Georgia to revise this law in early March after Georgia 

unilaterally lifted visa requirements for the Russian citizens. At the time Russia 

conditioned reciprocating with lifting visa rules for Georgian citizens to 

revision of this law by Tbilisi, but Georgia responded it would not change its 

law and if Russia wanted to reciprocate it should do it without pre-

conditions.

The Russian Foreign Ministry also said on April 12, that the Georgian special 

services “continue systematic capturing of and repressions against Russians 

arriving” in Georgia.

It also said that President Saakashvili’s visit on the Russian border at the 

Kazbegi-Zemo Larsi crossing point on April 9 and welcoming Russian citizens 

arriving in Georgia was part of his “propaganda”. 

“The Russian Foreign Ministry once again draws attention to absence of 

security for our citizens in Georgia and recommends refraining from traveling 

to this country,” it said.

Georgian President’s spokesperson, Manana Manjgaladze, said on April 10 

that since Georgia’s unilateral decision to lift visa rules with Russia on 

February 29, number of visits from Russia reached 30,000, which, she said, 

was a 70% increase over the same period of last year.
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Latest News 

U.S. to Consider Georgia's Request to Buy Defense 
Articles and Services  

Joint U.S.-Georgia statement gives additional information 
about new areas of defense cooperation.  

Global TV's American Co-Owner Questioned  

Ronzhes, partner in a cable operator co-owned by 
Ivanishvili’s brother, was held in airport for questioning.  

Ruling Party Says 'Must-Carry' Rules Unacceptable  

U.S. ambassador: “Too many people have to rely on 
single sources of information.”  

U.S. Ambassador Speaks of Georgia's Challenges  

Outgoing U.S. ambassador shared his reflections on 
Georgia in a wide-ranging speech on June 13.  

U.S. Diplomat on Georgia-Iran Ties  

U.S. ambassador to Georgia speaks of two aspects of 
these relations.  

Russian Official: 'Thousands of Georgians are in 
Russia Illegally'  

Tbilisi says remarks mark launch of new campaign of 
“persecution of the Georgian citizens” in Russia.  

Ivanishvili Says Will Not Pay Multi-Million Fine  

“Of course I am not going to pay” GEL 148.68m, he said.  

Amendments to Election Code Endorsed  

Some of the changes aim to put the code in line with 
recent constitutional amendments.  

Group Calls on Authorities to Ensure Fair Electoral 
Environment  

Watchdog and media organizations call on Saakashvili 
“to immediately carry out adequate measures.”  

Ivanishvili Says Return of Georgian Products to 
Russian Market Not a Problem  

Ivanishvili campaigned in Samegrelo region on June12.  
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