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FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF YUGOSLAVIA AND KOSOVO SITUATION AREA
Population Displscement

New large scale population displacement look place during the month of Seplember

o and from Kosovd Govemment punilive actions wara mainly at the arigin of these
population mavements, while fighting between Serbian secwrity forces and KLA
continued in several pockets of resistance. On 1 September, the vilage of
Rusinovee. Liglian municipality, was shelled by Serbian security forces with 3 desth
iofl of four civilians and 16 seriously injured The beginning of September Saw
fighting developing in the area south of Prizren, with saveral villages targeted. ‘Some
20,000 people fled Govemment violence 1o the vineyards surrounding Prizren ard
into the city itself. A total of 35 casualties was reported. On 6 September, UNHCR
was informed that police had encircied 1 5,000 people at Ponorac village in the Klina-
Malisevo-Orahovac triangle. Some 2,000 peopie were captured, men separated from
their families. and taken away. Later on, Government sources confirmed that 450
individuals had been delained after 3 sweep of the hills in Ponorac and that 50
people had been charged for terrorist aclivities. On 8 September, an gstimated
25,000 people became displaced due 10 sheiting of their villages south of Pec,
according 1o UNHCR teams who witnessed the outflow — while on 9 Septsmber in
the area east of Gladjane (south-east of Pec) shelling of villages caused 20,000

IDPs camped in the open during the previous days. Severe clashes betwean Serbian
polica and members of the Kosevo Liberation Army in the central Drenica region and
Mount Cicavica area produced displacement of tens of thousands of new IDPs. A
Government offensive in Mitrovica-Podujeva areas, which lasted from 14 to 18
September. affected 17 villages and displaced some 20,000 people. On 22
September, the military operations extended o villages in Obilic and Vucitm areas,
around the Cicavica mountain, with a reponed popuiation of 6,000. Following
inlermational pressure to end the campaign of military aggression against civiliens
and in defiance of Secutity Council Resclution 1199, Serbian secuwity forces
resumed, on 24 September, shelling of villages and punitive raids in the area along
the Komorane-Kijevo road and in Suva Reka municipality. This lasted until 29
September, while the operation in the Cicavica mouniain area intensified. On 28

September, UNHCR received reporis of 15,000 new displaced persons on the maove
from their villages in Suva ReKa municipay.
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