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Nigeria: UN experts warn of rights violations
against women and girls from Christian and
other religious minority communities

GENEVA - Credible reports of killings, abductions, sexual violence, forced
conversion, forced marriage, abductions and acts tantamount to enforced
disappearances targeting Christian and other religious minority
communities in Nigeria, particularly women and girls, are alarming, UN
experts* said today.

“These reports are deeply troubling,” the experts said. “The deteriorating
security situation in northern Nigeria and the Middle Belt has created an
environment in which armed extremist groups, including Boko Haram,
Islamic State West Africa Province, and radicalised individual herdsmen
involved in the ‘farmer-herder’ conflict continue to operate with
devastating consequences for civilians, amid persistent reports of
impunity, institutional failures, and inadequate protection by authorities.”

“The testimonies we have received paint a horrifying picture of fear,
trauma, coercion and abandonment,” the experts said. “Victims and
survivors must not be left without protection, justice, reparations,
including rehabilitation and meaningful support.”

“Violence targeting Christians and other religious minorities continues to
be rampant,” the experts said, pointing to the application of local
interpretations of Sharia law in the 12 States of Northern Nigeria, the
enforcement of blasphemy codes and the long-standing absence of
effective access to justice.
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“We are particularly alarmed at the very specific and heightened risks of
discrimination, violence and exploitation that Christian women and girls
are exposed to, as we continue to document grave cases of sexual
violence, abductions, acts tantamount to enforced disappearances, forced
conversion and child marriage amongst them,” the experts said. “In many
cases, those who resist are reportedly threatened, punished, disappeared
or killed,” they added.

In a communication to the Nigerian Government, the experts highlighted
multiple incidents, including the abduction and sexual assault of Christian
women; the disappearance of girls abducted from a church in Borno
State; the forced conversion and child marriage of a 13-year-old girl in
Bauchi State; and a brutal attack against a 16-year-old Christian girl whose
hand was reportedly cut off after her family rejected a forced marriage
proposal by militants.

“These crimes took place within a broader pattern of violence and
persecution disproportionately affecting Christian communities in some
northern states, including killings, attacks on churches and villages, mass
displacement, mob violence linked to accusations of blasphemy, and
severe insecurity affecting women and children in internally displaced
persons camps,” the experts said.

Displaced Christian and other minority women and girls are particularly
vulnerable to sexual exploitation and abuse, including coercion into
sexual acts in exchange for food or basic necessities. Some reportedly
conceal their religious identity or wear hijabs as a survival strategy to
avoid violence or gain acceptance in areas under the control of armed or
religious groups, the experts noted.

“If confirmed, these allegations may amount to serious violations of
international human rights law, including violations of the rights to life,
safety, liberty, security, freedom of religion or belief, freedom from
torture, enforced disappearance, slavery and trafficking, and the rights of
women and children,” they said.

The experts urged Nigerian authorities to take immediate measures to
protect those at risk, secure the release and recovery of abducted girls
and women, ensure independent impartial and thorough investigations,
prosecute perpetrators, and guarantee effective remedies and support
for victims and survivors.

“Impunity for these crimes only fuels further violence,” they said. “Nigerian
authorities must act urgently to prevent further irreparable harm and

ensure accountability for all violations.”

*The experts:



* Reem Alsalem, Special Rapporteur on violence against women and
girls, its causes and consequences

* Morris Tidball-Binz, Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary or
arbitrary executions;

¢ Nicolas Levrat, Special Rapporteur on minority issues;

¢ Alice Jill Edwards, Special Rapporteur on torture and other cruel,
inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment;

* Gabriella Citroni (Chair-Rapporteur), Grazyna Baranowska (Vice-
Chair), Aua Baldé,
Ana Lorena Delgadillo Pérez and Mohamed Al Obaidi, Working
Group
on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances.

ecoi.net description:

Northern Nigeria and Middle Belt: Christian and other religious minorities
subjected to killings, abductions, sexual violence, forced conversion, forced
marriage and enforced disappearances

Country:
Nigeria

Source:
OHCHR - UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights  (Author)

Published:
8 June 2026

Original link:
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2026/06/nigeria-un-experts-warn-
rights-violations-against-women-and-girls-christian

Document type:
Appeal or News Release

Language:
English

Available on ecoi.net since:
19 June 2026

Document ID:
2141015


https://www.ohchr.org/en/special-procedures/sr-violence-against-women
https://www.ohchr.org/en/special-procedures/sr-violence-against-women
https://www.ohchr.org/en/special-procedures/sr-executions
https://www.ohchr.org/en/special-procedures/sr-executions
https://www.ohchr.org/en/special-procedures/sr-minority-issues
https://www.ohchr.org/en/special-procedures/sr-torture
https://www.ohchr.org/en/special-procedures/sr-torture
https://www.ohchr.org/en/special-procedures/wg-disappearances
https://www.ohchr.org/en/special-procedures/wg-disappearances
https://www.ohchr.org/en/special-procedures/wg-disappearances
https://www.ecoi.net/en/source/11534.html
https://www.ecoi.net/en/source/11534.html
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2026/06/nigeria-un-experts-warn-rights-violations-against-women-and-girls-christian
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2026/06/nigeria-un-experts-warn-rights-violations-against-women-and-girls-christian

ecoi.net is run by the Austrian Red Cross (department ACCORD) in cooperation with Informationsverbund Asyl &
Migration. ecoi.net is funded by the Asylum, Migration and Integration Fund, the Austrian Ministry of the Interior
and Caritas Austria. ecoi.net is supported by ECRE & UNHCR.

+ ACCORD = Bundesministerium -l__i
STERREICHISCHES ROTES KREUZ i e nneres o Amdaraatie s bund
()} UNHCR

e ko g G o st


https://www.ecoi.net/
https://www.ecoi.net/
tel:+43158900583
tel:+43158900589
mailto:info@ecoi.net
https://www.ecoi.net/en/about/contact/
https://www.ecoi.net/en/about/imprint/
https://www.ecoi.net/en/about/f.a.q/
https://www.ecoi.net/en/about/data-protection-notice/
http://www.redcross.at/
http://www.redcross.at/
http://accord.redcross.at/
http://accord.redcross.at/
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/find-funding/eu-funding-programmes/asylum-migration-and-integration-fund_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/find-funding/eu-funding-programmes/asylum-migration-and-integration-fund_en
http://bmi.gv.at/
http://bmi.gv.at/
http://www.asyl.net/
http://www.asyl.net/
http://www.unhcr.org/
http://www.unhcr.org/

	nige880
	Flygtningenævnets baggrundsmateriale

	880. 260626 - Nigeria. OHCHR. Nigeria UN experts warn...Udg. 080626

