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Fife code: ROBNC/0463/88

Subject: Situation in Colombo for Tamils

Dear Ms. Honore,

We with to take this opportunity to reply 10 vour queries regarding the abave-
mentioned subject, contained in your fax dated 26 June 1998. The following
information is based on a reply sent to us by our Headquarters in Geneva.

QGeneral Securlty Sityation In Colombe for Tamils: No improvement nor serious

daterioration has been reported. The situation remains grécarious, however.
This is mainly because of a series of bombing attacks in 1997 and a subseguent
increase of security measures in Colombo. Security has been tightened up in
general, but UNHCR has not received any specific reports of cases of li-
treatment in Colombo of Tamils from the North by the authorities, Kindiy
note, In this connection, that those Temils who come to Colombo from North
have alresdy gone through security clearance, and thus in principle they should
not encounter any serlous problems in Colombo. Cases involving asylum-
seskers claiming serious harassment in Colombo prior 10 thelr departure from Sri
Lanka should be treated with csution. In principle, such groups shouid not
have any major problems sither, as going abroad or going to Colombo in relation
to thelr oversess trip are one of the legitimate reasons for the authorities 1o
allow their southward trip from the North. Thare are still a large number of
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seasonal migrants travelling to the central sections of the country; many of
them are 6 the Nqrth. In summary, the situstion in Colombo has not
change% t%angw vyhnch would require a review on UNHCR’s position.

'"’ﬁbcordmp to UNHCR's assessment, the situation varies
among individiials.' Those Temlls who lived in LTTE-controlied aress have in
principle had samea sort of contact or invelvemnent with the organization through
their daily and routine life. Prior to the fall of Jaffna 1o the government forces
in December 1895, LTTE oversaw its own adminigtrative system including
taxation and etc. in thair area of control. Under these ¢lrcumstances, it would
be difficult to find anyens who has had no connection at all with the
organization, Categories of those who may have genuine fear of persecution
cannot be immediately determined by their level of invoilvement with LTTE; this
depends on their own individual circumsatances. The key element should be
how the individuals concerned are viewed or suspected by the authoritles of
their invelvement with LTTE, in particuler, whether they are considered as a
threat to the nationel gecurity. ¥ someone with no LTTE background {(or no
significant LTTE background) is for some resson suspec a LTTE acrivist
involved with armed confli¢ct or tarrorist attack, he or she may rigsk persecution.
On the contrary, some highly sctlve snd militant members of LTTE may have
little to fear If they are not suspectad. While many others may claim some or
minor involvemeant with LTTE snd use this in relation to their alleged fear of
persecution, thelr credibility has to be cerafully sgsessed on & case-by-case
bagis.

Ralatives of LTTE aciivists: In general, we do not Ealhva that a kinship 1o

active LTTE members would result in treatment serious enough to be considersd
persecution, although thers mey be some sxceptions. One should be careful in
examining asylum-seekars whose alleged fear of persecution may be based on
their kinship to an activist. From our own experience, some of these claims
have been exaggerated. '

Return of unaccompenied minors: We do not have any specific position on this

subject. Although we do not have detuiled information on the minor in question
{in our query, we had mentioned that 8 case Is currently being considerad by
the Danish 2nd instance] and therefore find it difflculy to"Somment further,
generslly speaking it should not be too difficult for the UAM to obtsin
ssgistance from his/her family members or relatives upon return to Srl Lankas.

Finally, our ¢olleagues in Headquarters have assked us whether we can see any
tendency in the Danlsh decision-making on Tamil asylum claims towerds group
derermination, based on genersl country of origin Information and dus to the
difficulties In assessing credibility on & case-by-case basis. We would be
grateful for your own views which we can pass on te Headquarters.

With best regards,



