Vietnam: Birth registration and Vietnamese birth certificates

Introduction

The following note describes the registration and issuance procedure for Vietnam-
ese birth certificates. The note further describes the technical specifications for the
current format of the Vietnamese birth certificate.

The note is based on information obtained during fact-finding missions to Vietnam
in January 2019 and April 2023 and open source information.

Birth registrations and issuance of certificates
Civil registrations are regulated by the Law on Civil Status of 2014.1

Parents must register the birth of their child online or at the local People’s Commit-
tee where at least one of them resides within 60 days after the birth.2 According to
the civil status law, the applicant must fill in a birth registration form and submit it
along with a hospital note confirming the birth (birth certification paper). In case
there is no birth certification paper, two witnesses must testify the birth. If there
are no witnesses, there must be a written pledge for the birth.3 The same rules
apply when registering a birth online.* Since mid-2022, all Vietnamese provinces
and municipalities, have implemented the possibility for online birth registration.

According to the Ministry of Justice, parents must provide their ID card information
when registering a birth.® If one parent is foreigner, a declaration of consent stating
that the parents choose Vietnamese nationality for the child is required. The par-
ents’ written decision of choosing the Vietnamese citizenship should be signed and

1 Landinfo, 9 November 2020, p. 15.

2 Law on Civil Status, November 2014, Article 13 and 15; Vietnamese Ministry of Justice, Hanoi, April
2023.

3 Law on Civil Status, November 2014, Article 16; Vietnamese Ministry of Justice, Hanoi, April 2023.
4 Vietnamese Ministry of Justice, Hanoi, April 2023.

5> Vietnamese Ministry of Justice, Hanoi, April 2023.

6 Vietnamese Ministry of Justice, Hanoi, January 2019.
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handed in to the authority issuing the birth certificate before a birth certificate can
be issued.’”

It is possible for parents to send a proxy to receive the birth certificate.® The chair-
persons of the commune-level within the People’s Committees will issue the birth
certificates to the registrant(s).’

The personal ID number has been added to birth certificates since 2016. The per-
sonal ID number consists of 12 digits and is managed by the Ministry of Public Se-
curity. For more information on the Vietnamese ID number see the NIDC note "Vi-
etnam - Administrative structure and ID number".

According to the law on civil status, a child born within Vietnam to one foreign par-
ent or one Vietnamese parent residing abroad shall be registered at the district
level and not at the People’s Committee level. In case a child is born abroad to at
least one Vietnamese parent, the child may be registered in Vietnam also at the
district level.’? However, the Ministry of Justice explained, that birth registration
and issuance of certificates can be done from embassies abroad.™

There is no penalty for late registration. However, there is a limited fee when reg-
istering after 60 days on approximately 10,000 VND. Registration before 60 days is
free of charge.”?

The original birth certificate is issued only once and there is no possibility of reis-
suance of the original certificate. However, copies can be issued on demand.*?

Technical specifications of the Vietnamese birth certificate

According to the Viethamese Ministry of Justice, a uniform format of the birth cer-
tificate was introduced for nationwide usage in 2016. The overall appearance of the
document referred to by the Vietnamese Ministry of Justice as the uniform format
is a blue and green pattern printed on normal paper. The certificate fluoresces with
a bluish colour under UV light and contains no watermarks.'

7 Vietnamese Ministry of Justice, Hanoi, April 2023; Law on Vietnamese Nationality [Viet Nam], No.
24/2008/QH12, 13 November 2008.

8 Vietnamese Ministry of Justice, Hanoi, April 2023.

9 Law on Civil Status, November 2014, Article 16.

10 L aw on Civil Status, November 2014, Article 35.

11 Vietnamese Ministry of Justice, Hanoi, April 2023.

12 Vietnamese Ministry of Justice, Hanoi, April 2023.

13 Vietnamese Ministry of Justice, Hanoi, April 2023.

14 Vietnamese Ministry of Justice, Hanoi, January 2019. Vietnamese Ministry of Justice, Hanoi, April
2023.
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Image 1: The front side of the 2016 Vietnamese birth certificate (NIDC reference material).
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Image 2: The rear side of the 2016 Vietnamese birth certificate (NIDC reference material).
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