
Vietnam’s appalling human rights record worsened in 2018 as the government 

imprisoned dissidents for longer prison terms, sanctioned thugs to attack rights 

defenders, and passed draconian laws that further threaten freedom of expression. 



By 2015, public political life in VN was teeming with bloggers, websites, petitioners, 

networks, and organizations criticizing major public politics, key institutions of the 

party-state, and the entire political system. These individuals and groups had become a 

prominent part of the country’s expanding and diversifying civil society

[…]as Vietnam’s citizens become increasingly engaged online, the authorities have 

been refining their digital repressive methods. In December 2017, the military unveiled 

the existence of a 10,000-strong military cyber-warfare department called “Force 47,” 

which is tasked with defending the Party and targeting dissident bloggers
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This sentiment — you can probably say what you want, as long as you aren't famous – 

can be heard often in Vietnam. But [Janice] Beanland [at Amnesty International] said 

that even if most of the arrests that get attention are of high-profile dissidents, there may 

be much more going on that does not make headlines. 

"It appears that there have been more arrests recently. But what we hear about may just 

be the tip of the iceberg," she said



The government prohibited many dissidents and human rights defenders from traveling 

abroad. In March, police barred dissident poet Bui Minh Quoc from leaving Vietnam 

for the United States. In May, police barred human rights activist Father Dinh Huu 

Thoai from leaving Vietnam for a personal trip to the US, and labor activist Do Thi 

Minh Hanh from leaving for Germany. In June, police prohibited Father Nguyen Duy 

Tan from leaving for Malaysia. In August, the police denied the issuance of a passport 

to former political prisoner Le Cong Dinh without explanation. In September, police 

detained Dr. Nguyen Quang A for hours to prevent him from leaving for Australia. 

According to him, this was his 18th detention by police since March 2016
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