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GENEVA – UN human rights experts* today called on the government of Pakistan to take concrete
measures to prevent extrajudicial killings, arbitrary arrests and attacks against places of worship
and cemeteries amid ongoing violence and discrimination against religious minorities, including the
Ahmadi community.

“We are shocked at reports of increasing violence against vulnerable communities on grounds of
their religion or belief,” the experts said. “These communities have witnessed relentless attacks,
killings and unending harassment for months in the context of hostility and advocacy of hatred
against them.”

“Pakistan must break the pattern of impunity that has allowed perpetrators of attacks and incitement
to hatred and violence to act without restraint,” they said. “These attacks take place with tacit
official complicity whilst the cycle of fear prevents people and institutions from upholding the
rights and dignity of these minorities.”

The experts called on the Government of Pakistan to promptly investigate these violations, bring
perpetrators to justice and take immediate remedial measures to ensure a sense of safety and
security, particularly to the Ahmadiyya community.

They acknowledged initial arrests and court proceedings in some cases but noted that the
sentencing of perpetrators has failed to meet the gravity of offences and let many individuals avoid
justice with impunity.

In the past year alone, the Ahmadiyya community has endured numerous human rights violations,
including killings, deaths in custody, and arbitrary detention. They have also been the target of
religious discrimination, with the demolition of a historic 100-year-old mosque in Daska, the
closure of a mosque in Malir, Karachi, the destruction of minarets in Bahawalnagar, desecration of
at least 82 Ahmadi graves in Kotli, Azad Kashmir, mass arrests of minors and persons with
disabilities in Sargodha, Daska and Pasrur, and violent attacks during Eid celebrations in Azizabad,
Karachi, during which mosques were vandalised. It is reported that Ahmadi mosques in major cities
like Karachi and Lahore have been sealed or forcibly shut down.

Women, particularly in detention on blasphemy charges, face significant gendered harms. “These
violations demonstrate widespread hostility towards Ahmadis in Pakistan exacerbated by hate
speech and incitement to violence by political and religious figures,” the experts said.

They stressed that there was an upsurge in reported cases of human rights violations against
minorities despite a resolution at the Pakistan National Assembly in June 2024  urging Federal and
Provincial Governments to ensure the safety and security of all citizens of Pakistan. They also
called on Pakistan to repeal its blasphemy laws.

“We stand ready and willing to support the Pakistani Government in effective implementation of its
obligations under the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and other international
human rights instruments,” the experts said.

Pakistan: Widespread impunity for violence
and discrimination against minorities must
end, warn UN experts



The experts have raised concerns about allegations of discrimination against minority communities
with the Pakistani Government, especially allegations of violence against the Ahmadi
community and vigilante violence following accusations of blasphemy. 
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