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Russian human rights group Memorial has been fined for the 19th time for
violating what critics say is a repressive law designed to stifle civil society and
muzzle dissent.

The Tverskoi district court of Moscow on December 25 fined the group
300,000 rubles (S$4,840) and its director, Aleksandr Cherkasov, 100,000 rubles
($1,610) for not attaching the label "foreign agent" onto one of the organiza-
tion's web pages as required by law for organizations that receive foreign
funding.

Memorial, Russia's oldest rights group, now faces fines totaling 3.5 million
rubles (S$57,000) for violating a law that the European Parliament in Brussels
earlier this month said creates ''an atmosphere that is hostile to civil society."

Russia passed the original "foreign agent" law -- which requires all
nongovernmental organizations receiving foreign funding to register -- in
2012 following a major wave of anti-government protests.

"This law and the excessive use of fines and settlements against the media,
human rights organizations, and civil society are deliberately aimed at forcing
them to focus their resources on paying fines and judicial defense, and thus
limits freedom of expression,' the European lawmakers said in a nonbinding
resolution adopted on December 19.

Earlier this year, the "foreign agent" law was amended to brand reporters who
work for organizations officially listed as foreign agents as foreign agents
themselves.

The label is applied to individuals who cooperate with foreign media outlets
and receive financial or other material support from them.

Critics say the legislation stigmatizes organizations that are branded with the

designation and is used to discourage the free exchange of ideas and a free
press.
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