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Lebanon. Lebanon remained a safe haven for terrorist groups in Hizballah-controlled areas.
Hizballah used these areas for terrorist training, fundraising, financing, and recruitment.
The Government of Lebanon did not take actions to disarm Hizballah, which continued to maintain
its weapons without the consent of the Lebanese government, contrary to UNSCR 1701. The
Lebanese government did not have complete control of all regions of the country or fully control its
borders with Syria and Israel. Hizballah controlled access to parts of the country and had influence
over some elements within Lebanon's security services

Al-Nusrah Front, ISIS, and other Sunni terrorist groups also continued to operate in ungoverned
areas along the un-demarcated Lebanese-Syrian border in 2019. The Lebanese government
continued to take action to curtail these groups’ activities. Other terrorist groups, including Hamas,
the Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine, the Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine
General Command, Asbat al-Ansar, Fatah al-Islam, Fatah al-Intifada, Jund al-Sham, Palestinian Islamic
Jihad, and the Abdullah Azzam Brigades, continued to operate with limited government control
within Lebanon primarily inside Lebanon’s 12 Palestinian refugee camps. These groups used the
Palestinian camps as safe havens to house weapons, shelter wanted criminals, and plan terrorist
attacks.

The United States worked closely with the Lebanese Armed Forces (LAF) and Internal Security Forces
to counter terrorist threats within Lebanon and along its border with Syria by providing
counterterrorism training, military equipment, and weaponry.

Lebanon was not a source country for WMD components, but its porous border with Syria posed
risks for the spread of WMDs. In 2019, the LAF and other security services partnered with U.S.
government agencies to detect and prevent proliferation and trafficking of WMDs.
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