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As French President Emmanuel Macron prepares to
fly to Cairo on 27 January for a state visit, Reporters
Without Borders (RSF) is publishing portraits of the
ten most emblematic cases of journalists imprisoned

in Egypt. All were arrested since Gen. Abdel Fatah el-
Sisi seized power in 2013.
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At least 32 Egyptian journalists are currently detained in Egypt,
according to the information gathered by RSF. Most are detained
preventively (many of them already longer than the maximum
permitted period) and most do not know exactly what they are charged
with. Four have been convicted by military courts in trials with no
transparency and, by definition, illegal for civilians. Egypt is ranked
161st in the RSF Index. (https://rsf.org/fr/classement)

The Egyptian authorities treat critical journalism as a grave threat to
state security. Most of the imprisoned journalists worked for opposition

media outlets that are now banned, or they covered sensitive subjects.

This is the case with Shawkan (https://rsf.org/en/news/why-are-

egyptian-authorities-persecuting-shawkan), a photographer
arrested as he was about to cover the use of deadly force to disperse a
Muslim Brotherhood sit-in; Ismail Alexandrani
(https://rsf.org/en/news/egypt-sinai-specialist-ismail-
alexandrani-completes-second-year-pre-trial-detention), a
journalist and researcher who was writing about anti-terrorist
operations in the Sinai Peninsula; Mohamed al Husseini Hassan
(https://rsf.org/en/news/journalists-discredited-censored-
and-jailed-under-egypts-sisi), an independent journalist who tried
to do a story about Egypt’s runaway inflation; and Moataz Wednan
(https://rsf.org/en/news/journalists-discredited-censored-
and-jailed-under-egypts-sisi), a journalist who interviewed Hisham
Genena, a former anti-corruption judge with information implicating

senior officials.

In addition to the arbitrary nature of their detention, these journalists
are being subjected to appalling conditions and are suffering from a
lack of medical attention. According to the information obtained by

RSF, the journalist and human rights defender Hisham Gaafar
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(https://rsf.org/en/news/egypt-un-working-group-says-
egyptian-journalists-detention-arbitrary) needs an urgent
operation that has been postponed for months. The Egyptian public
health system’s many flaws are made much worse by the prison
system’s disorganization. The families of some detainees have even

reported suicide attempts.

The persecution of Egyptian journalists does not stop when they are
released from prison. They usually have to report to a police station at
least once and often several times a week, are banned from leaving the

country and are often threatened with further prosecution.

The portraits of the ten emblematic cases published by RSF today:

(https://rsf.org/fr/actualites/eg
shawkan-bientot-libre-0)
Mahmoud Abu Zeid
(https://rsf.org/en/news/shawk
will-soon-be-free), aka
Shawkan, freelance
photojournalist
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CHARGE

DOES NOT MENTION
THE PRECISE CHARGES ON WHICH
HE WAS CONVICTED

SINCE 14 AUGUST 2013

JUDICIAL STATUS

HE HAS FINISHED SERVING
BUT IS NOW BEING HELD
FOR AN ADDTIONAL SIX MONTHS
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(https://rsf.org/en/news/shawkan-will-soon-be-

free)

Omar Mohamed Ali, freelance
photographer and video
reporter
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CHARGE
DIVULGING MILITARY SECRETS

SINCE 1 JUNE 2015

JUDICIAL STATUS

BY AMILITARY COURT
TOLIFE IMPRISONMENT ON 29 MAY 2016
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(https://rsf.org/fr/actualites/eg
la-condamnation-dismail-
alexandrani-10-ans-de-
prison-confirmee)lsmail
Alexandrani
(https://rsf.org/en/news/egypt:
cairo-military-court-
confirms-journalists-ten-
year-jail-sentence), journalist
and researcher specializing in
Jihadi groups in the Sinai
Peninsula

CHARGE

INTER ALIA, DIVULGING MILITARY SECRET

SINCE 23 NOVEMBER 2015

JUDICIAL STATUS

BY AMILITARY COURT
TOTEN YEARS IN PRISON IN MAY 2018

REPORTERS

WITHOUT BORDERS

https://rsf.org/en/news/egypt-rsf-unveils-portraits-journalists-jailed-sisi-regime 12-06-2019



Egypt : RSF unveils portraits of journalists jailed by Sisi regime | RSF Side 7 af 13

(https://rsf.org/en/news/egypt-cairo-military-court-

confirms-journalists-ten-year-jail-sentence)

(https://rsf.org/fr/actualites/eg
rsf-appelle-la-liberation-
immediate-du-journaliste-
mahmoud-hussein-gomaa-
en-detention)Mahmoud
Hussein Gomaa
(https://rsf.org/en/news/egypt-
call-release-journalist-held-
provisionally-two-years), a
journalist with Al Jazeera

(which is banned in Egypt)
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CHARGE

INTER ALIA
DISSEMINATING FALSE INFORMATION

SINCE 23 DECEMBER 2016

JUDICIAL STATUS

PREVENTIVE
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(https://rsf.org/fr/actualites/egypte-rsf-appelle-la-liberation-
immediate-du-journaliste-mahmoud-hussein-gomaa-en-

detention)

Hisham Gaafar
(https://rsf.org/en/news/egypt-
un-working-group-says-
egyptian-journalists-
detention-arbitrary),

journalist and human rights
defender
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' e CHARGE
! INTER ALIA
) MEMBERSHIP OF A BANNED GROUP
! E* SINCF 21 OCTOBER 2015
G JUDICIAL STATUS
1 A PREVENTIVE
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Moataz Wednan, journalist
with, inter alia, the Huffington
Post (which is blocked in

Egypt)
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CHARGE

MEMBERSHIP OF A TERRORIST GROUP
DISSEMINATING FALSE INFORMATION

SINCE 16 FEBRUARY 2018

JUDICIAL STATUS
PREVENTIVE
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Mohamed Ibrahim Mohamed
Radwan, aka Mohamed
Oxygen, a video blogger
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CHARGE

MEMBERSHIP OF A TERRORIST GROUP
DISSEMINATING FALSE INFORMATION

SINCE 6 APRIL 2018

JUDICIAL STATUS
PREVENTIVE
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DOM OF INFORI

Mohamed al Husseini Hassan,
freelance photographer and
video reporter
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CHARGE

MEMBERSHIP OF A TERRORIST GROUP
DISSEMINATING FALSE INFORMATION

SINCE 7 DECEMBER 2017

JUDICIAL STATUS
PREVENTIVE
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IMATION

FOR FREEDOM OF INFORI

Hassan al Banna Mubarak, a
novice freelance journalist

CHARGE

MEMBERSHIP OF A BANNED GROUP,
DISSEMINATING FALSE INFORMATION

SINCE 4 FEBRUARY 2018

JUDICIAL STATUS
PREVENTIVE
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FOR FREEDOM OF INFORMA
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Ahmed al Sakhawy, freelance
photographer and video
reporter

CHARGE

MEMBERSHIP OF A BANNED GROUP
DISSEMINATING FALSE INFORMATION

SINCE 25 SEPTEMBER 2017

JUDICIAL STATUS
PREVENTIVE
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