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At o Glonce

B UNHCR and othsr hu-
manitarion orgunizatiens
evacuote staff from Uvire
and Bukave as war breaks
out in eastern Conge, with
UNHCER staff latar farcad to
relocate alse fram Aru,
Mbaondoka and Lubumbashi.

8 Fighting in the DRC
forces the suspension of pro-
grams throughout the coun-
try, including the rapetriafion
from Tanzanio, assistance to
nawly arrived Angolan refu-
gees and cara for Sudansse
refugees in the northeost.

B  Congoless refugess ar-
tive in relatively modest
numbere in Tanzanio, Burun-
di snd Angele.

@ UNHCR praparas ton-
tingency plon for refugee in-
flux inte Brozzaville ond
strengthens staff in the cap-
ital.

B Congolese refugses

tion in Rwandaon comps
whils mony toke fo the read
in an effer to repotyicte.

from Masisi thward registra-
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MAIN DEVELOPMENTS

Alfter several days of intense fighling
in Uvira and Bukavu, UNHCR ang
other agencies  evacuatsd
International personnal from the
South IGvu towne oh August 7 and 8,
respectivaly. A total of 15 UNHCR
staff had been confined to their
compounds during flva-day batiies
between rebels and forees loyal to
President Kabila. Growing tengion
and raparts of nearby fighting later
prampled the UN Securily
Coordinator in Naw Yark ts move ail
provinces outside Kinshasa tv phase
five, raquiring the relscation of staff

fram Aru, Mbandaka and Lubum-
bashi,

Refugees from the canfiict in the DRC
have arrived in Angola, Burundi,
Congo-Brazzaville and Tanzanla, The
mast cansistant fiow has been regi-
stered in Kigoma, Tanzania, whare
through Monday 927 Congalase had
amived by boat. Some 2.700 refugees
crassed Into northwest Burundl and
ara haing heiped by UNHCR and local
autheritles, but smail numbers sre
already returning to the DRC as
fighting and rumars of counter-attacks
abate.

UNHCR conducted 2 misslon on 19

August fram Lugnds to towns along
e Argsis-DRC barder, meatng 125
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Congeless in the town of Noqui and
receiving repons that Angolans resi-
ding in the neighbaring sate may also
e ratuming.

To date very few Kinahasa regidents

 have sought refuge in Brazzaville. -

UNMHCR has strangthanad its team
there, and with tha IFRC and local
officiais has organized regietration at
four disembarkation points along the
river. A ansit centerwith 3 capaeity
for 150 people, as well as a larger
sita, have been selaclad outside of
Brazzaville.

UNHCR |s preparing contingency
plans for Congo-Brazzaville. as well
as Angola, Rwands, Tanzania, and
Zambia, snd ditcussions are und-
erway with other agencies on a cans-
olidated appruach. No new arvivals
have besn reparted in the Central
African Republic or Uganda., -

" Burundl

in addition to the 2,700 Congolese
rafugees whe fled into northwestem
Clbitcke pravines, around 700 Surundi

farmer refugeas left the DRC after

fighting broke aut on 2 August.
UNMCR has registered the retumees
and will bansfar the volunteers to their
homs areas after distributing retum

 “"kits” in the caming weel.

The Cangolese have been sheltsred
In wo reception sites in Chitoke and
Rugambo eommunas. No ngw am-
vals have been recarded in the past
week, and small numbers gre rap-
orted to be renirming to the DRC.

UNKHCR has remained In cantact with
Ioeal stuff in Buiavy and Uvira. They
have communicated that the towns
are refatively calm. although six mare
vehicles have baen commandeered

by militmry In Buksvs dudng the past
week, More confrentations ars repor-

tad south of Uvira, near Figl and
Baraka.

Rafugeas who have sucesedad in
finding passage acress Lake Tang-
anyika have told UNHCR that armed
graups in the DRC are attempting o
stop fightng-age man from leaving
and &re aclively discauraging boat
owners from ransparting pecple.

UNHCR ig helping more than 30
people of other natignalities who wes
either rounded up by the military or
who scught safety af their awn accord
at the agancy’s affica in Kinshasa.

The fighting in the DRC hag alse
forced the suspengion of assistance
to approximately 26.000 Angalan
refugees who had amrivad since mid-

- June, principally in the Kisenge area.

UNHCR had pravided tha Angolans
ene-mantiy's ration and was preparing
to ship another thres months’ foad
from Lubumbashi

Rwanda

Appreximately 1,000 Cengoless
tefugees sporsaneoysly left Gihambe

camp.in Byumba en 11 August, dec- .

laring their intention to repatriats.
After the group was retumad, without
incident, lo the site by gendarmes,
UNHCR and autherities agreed to
conduct a re~ragistration in an effort
to ensure proper agsistance for the
estimated 15,000 refugees.

A tanisus operatian on 13 August
failed after refygees boycotiad and
hampered the operation, despite
having initislly pledged their
cooperation. In responsa lo the
refugees’ desire to raturn o the
Masis| ares of north Kivu, the
Govemmaent of Rwanda end UNHCR
have said that they eannol ancourage
¢epatriation at this time, but that
authorities will register those warting

® raturn B Aok abe Puct thar.
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UNHMER ...

Yanzania

The last rapatriation baat from
Kigema to south Kivu sailed on 30
July. bringing the number of Cong-
aless retumad to the ORC sincs last
Septamber ta 53,971. The operation
was suspended at the first reports of
confiict —

Through 24 August, 927 Congolase

rafugees had sought safety from the

fighting in Tanzania. The arrvals are

predominantly wemen and children

and many have oid UNHCR staif that

young men are being stopped from

cressing by armed groups, including

Mal-Mal and loyalist military. Qn the : !

biggest day of amivals, 266 refugess '
- who had Initially sought safety on the

istand of Obwari, in DRC waters,

came ashore In Kigoma on 23

August.
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