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independent group that is considered a primary 

source for the OHCHR on all death toll-related 
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I. Introduction and Methodology:

Syria has seen an unprecedented number of violations since the start of the popular uprising 
for democracy in March 2011. Extrajudicial killings, arrests, torture and enforced disappearances 
are the violations most frequently perpetrated against Syrian citizens. While the Syrian regime 

or so of the uprising, other parties subsequently joined in, also violating the rights of Syrian cit-

2012 and 2013, prompting us to expand our publication of periodic monthly reports recording 

SNHR has compiled a massive database cataloguing hundreds of thousands of incidents, each of 

-
-

ing month. 

-

methodology
this in detail.

This report only represents the bare minimum of the actual severity and magnitude of the vio-
lations that occurred. Also, it doesn’t include any analysis of the profound social, economic, and 



II. Summary of the Most Notable Events in June 2021:

an increase unprecedented in the past several months in the pace of military 
operations -
ance forces on the region, targeting areas far from the contact lines such as Ariha city in 

are still under investigation up to the time of publication. We also documented the use of 
several munitions, most notably those guided by the Russian-made Krasnopol laser sys-

also frequently seen in the airspace over the region throughout the month.

bombardment of the Civil Defense Center in Qastoun town

Ihsem and Kansafra, 

-
-

on June 12 near civilian homes in Mentef village and the outskirts of Sarja village in the 

Tahrir al Sham.

 In regard to bombardment and military operations:



al Shefaa hospital in the city, resulting 

facility, putting it out of service. We have been unable to accurately identify the source of 
-

identify the party responsible for the attack.

shelling by the armed factions and Hay’at Tahrir al Sham, in addition to the Turkish forces, 

Hama and other military locations housing Syrian regime forces and their allies in the vil-

-
es and motorcycle bombs in the areas of al Bab and Jarablos and the vicinity of Afrin city in 

continuation of civilian deaths due to landmine explosions in -
norates and regions of Syria. SNHR also documented many landmine explosions, indicat-

local populations about them.

-



On June 23, the Syrian regime, through the Russian guarantor, demanded that the people 

people refused these demands, regime forces blocked the roads leading to the area and re-
stricted the movement of civilians to and from the area. No agreement has been reached 

restrictions and intimidation.

according to 
SANA news agency.

-
-
-

campaigns of mass raids and arrests and at checkpoints. We recorded incidents of arrests 

malicious security reports. We recorded arrests in Daraa governorate targeting former 

on the grounds that they did not participate in the ‘presidential elections’ held on May 26, 
-

-
lease of at least 117 detainees held by the Syrian regime, all of them from Damascus Sub-
urbs and Daraa governorates, from its detention centers in Damascus governorate. The 

-
mascus Suburbs governorate. According to the released individuals’ families, relatives and 
friends, and to the information recorded on our database, the former detainees spent an 
average period of one to three years in the Syrian regime’s detention centers, in extremely 

-

provided. The photos we obtained -
ration in the health conditions of the gaunt and emaciated released prisoners.

In regard to arrests and enforced disappearances:



SDF continue carrying out campaigns of mass raids and arrests, targeting civilians on the 
-

the governorates of Hasaka and Raqqa.

-

-
ling or passing through temporary checkpoints. We also documented arrests carried out 

Syrian regime forces to conduct reconciliation and return to the areas controlled by Syrian 
regime forces.

The Armed Opposition/ Syrian National Army also continued carrying out arbitrary deten-

areas under the Armed Opposition/ Syrian National Army’s control in Aleppo governorate. 
-
-

any clear charges against those being detained.

-
ID-19 pandemic in the areas under Syrian regime forces’ control and those under Syrian 

the highest monthly number of infections so far recorded in these areas since the begin-
ning of 2021. We at the SNHR are still monitoring activities in all regions of Syria, all of 

In regard to the COVID-19 pandemic:



 during a 

electronic platform.

The Syrian regime’s Ministry of Health -

the Early Warning Alert and Response Network (EWARN) announcing the 

brought the total number of infections and deaths announced by EWARN as of June 30, to 

announced by the Health Authority in the Self-Management Authority of Northern and 
Eastern Syria.

-
provement in some aspects of living, the Syrian regime resumed its usual restrictive prac-

reported 
by the state-run Tishreen newspaper
delivered daily to a neighborhood that houses ten thousand families.

On June 1, the Syrian regime’s Cooperative Agricultural Bank announced the lifting of 
government subsidies on the prices of agricultural fertilizers and set the selling price for 
superphosphate fertilizer at 1.112 million Syrian pounds per ton, and urea fertilizer at 1.366 
million Syrian pounds per ton, thus increasing the cost of the fertilizer threefold, accord-

imposing an additional a burden on Syrian citizens.

Regarding living conditions:



On June 12,  the Syrian re-
gime’s Ministry of Health to increase the prices of many pharmaceutical items, fearing 

the Direc-
 in the Syrian regime’s Ministry of Health announced on 

dollar. We at the SNHR are concerned about the repercussions of this decision and its im-

-
strations in several areas for the second consecutive day in protest against the practices of the 
Syrian Democratic Forces and their imposition of forced conscription, arrests and high prices. 

-

from the Self-Management and Military Administration of Syrian Democratic Forces, concluding 
in an agreement to end protests and strikes in exchange for ending the implementation of the 

to investigate the reasons for the shootings and holding all those involved in them accountable.

-

Turkish liras per liter, and the cost of a gas cylinder reached 93 Turkish liras. The prices 

spread of unemployment due to the high population density and the lack of a suitable en-
vironment for investment in light of the constant fear of military operations.

-

The areas controlled by Syrian Democratic Forces, especially in the suburbs of Deir Ez-



in light of the extremely high temperatures at the end of the month. We also documented 
the deaths

of a number of people
of the misuse of cooking appliances and the explosion of solar batteries.

We also documented Syrian regime forces’  in the north of 

1

the deaths of  there, including three women.

2 of IDPs to date, con-

-
es handed over three children and a woman from ISIS families to a delegation from the 

Syrian-Jordanian border, has also continued, due to numerous problems and challenges, 
especially in terms of a total lack of medical treatment. On June 11, the Public and Political 
Relations Authority of the Syrian Badiya in al Rukban Camp3 appealed to the Jordanian 

hospitals in order to save their lives.

On June 26, the Lebanese army demolished about 30 concrete shelters in Khaled al Ah-
-

In regard to asylum, displacement and forced displacement:

1

3

2 -
pleting the necessary procedures



On June 3, the  that 21,000 Syrian refugees in Jor-

funds. Alberto Correia Mendes, WFP Representative and Country Director in Jordan, said, 

outside the camps by September.”

-
report

Renewing the humanitarian aid delivery mechanism into Syria:
Resolution 2533 (2020) -

-

-

his 

humanitarian aid convoys: “Bab al-Hawa is the last lifeline preventing a humanitarian 

number of trucks cross-line from Damascus, there remains no alternative to delivering 
aid at this scale and with this scope.”

called on the Security Council to reauthorize full cross-border op-

Syria, adding that “Millions of Syrians risk losing access to lifesaving aid, including during 
the Covid-19 pandemic, if Russia vetoes reauthorizing the only remaining UN aid corri-
dor from Turkey into opposition-held northwest Syria.”

in a statement

-



called on
humanitarian aid can reach all people in need in Syria, including through cross border and 
cross line operations.

-

-

a joint 
statement

stop UN delivery of food, COVID-19 vaccines, critical medical sup-
plies, shelter, protection, clean water and sanitation, and other life-saving assistance to 
3.4 million people, including 1 million children.”

On June 18, Doctors Without Borders issued a statement

said at the Security Council session on the 
humanitarian situation in Syria that “The situation today is worse than at any time since 

-
ple are food-insecure,” he added, “A failure to extend the Council’s authorization would 
have devastating consequences.”

in its report that: “More than a million people 
-

ing medication if the UN Security Council (UNSC) does not renew authorization for 
UN cross-border delivery of humanitarian aid through the Bab al-Hawa crossing at the 
Turkish border.”



in her 
speech to the Security Council -

The urgent 
need to identify and hold accountable all those who have used chemical weapons in 
violation of international law.”

 a video that included a statement by 

On June 6, the Syrian regime government’s Ministry of Justice issued Circular No. 20
requires judicial departments to complete all personal data, especially on the number of 

case of names’ dissimilarity. We at the SNHR note that this ridiculous procedure comes 
after the Syrian regime, over the course of decades, arrested hundreds of people on the 

inside its detention centers.

the Global Liveability Index 2021

On June 11, Vladimir Putin, the President of Russia, stressed during an interview with NBC
that he did not accept the departure of Assad or his commitment to a political solution 

his position on the necessity of bringing humanitarian assistance into Syria exclusively 
through the government of the Syrian regime.

On the political and human rights level:



general report on 
the situation in Syria in relation to the evaluation of asylum requests from people com-
ing from Syria in order to reach a decision on the repatriation of rejected Syrian asylum 
seekers. The points addressed in the report cover several topics, primarily related to the 
human rights situation in Syria, political developments in the country and the security sit-

a statement on this.

reported that Hasan Khaddour, the permanent representa-
-

issued

the Syrian regime’s president.

the annual report of the Secretary-General on 

children, and the attacks on schools and hospitals. The report urges all parties to abide 

Houthis and the Myanmar army.

-
rity Council

-

an-
nounced -

referred to as the legitimate authorities in the country.



announced

from July 6-8 in the Kazakh capital, Nur-Sultan.

The Airspace Tribunal hearings, organized by the European Center for Constitutional and 
press release

on our participation in this event.

On June 17, the U.S. Treasury Department issued guidance excluding coronavirus-related 

lifting any sanctions against persons or individuals that had been previously approved.

-
el, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment, and the Special Rapporteur on the 

enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of physical and mental health on six cases 
of enforced disappearance.

III. The Most Notable Human Rights Violations in Syria in the First Half
      of 2021:

This report outlines the most notable human rights violations that were documented by the 

forces in Syria.

On the course of advocacy and the pursuit of accountability: 





The report also outlines what SNHR documented in June 2021.

A. Extrajudicial killing:

-

-



the controlling forces in Syria as follows:
A. The main parties:
• Syrian Regime forces (army, security, local militias, and Shiite foreign militias)4 : 

• Russian forces: 
• ISIS (the self-proclaimed ‘Islamic State’): Seven civilians.
• Hay’at Tahrir al Sham5 : Nine civilians, including four children.
• The Armed Opposition/ Syrian National Army: 
• Kurdish-led Syrian Democratic Forces (the Democratic Union Party): 42 civilians, includ-

• US-led Coalition forces: One civilian.

B. Other parties:

•
•

•
•
•
•
• Lebanese forces: One civilian.
• Jordanian border guard: One civilian.
•



total, was distributed as follows:

children in total, was distributed as follows:



individuals in total, was distributed as follows:



-

controlling forces in Syria as follows:



2. In June 2021:

A. The main parties:
• Syrian Regime forces (army, security, local militias, and Shiite foreign militias)/ Rus-

sian forces: 
• Russian forces:
• ISIS (the self-proclaimed ‘Islamic State’): Three civilians.
• The Armed Opposition/ Syrian National Army:
• Kurdish-led Syrian Democratic Forces (the Democratic Union Party): Eight civilians, in-

cluding one child.

B. Other parties:

•
•
•
•
•
• Turkish forces: One child.

B. Arbitrary arrest and enforced disappearance:

-

month detailing the record of cases of arrests and enforced disappearances at the hands of the 



• Syrian Regime forces:
• Hay’at Tahrir al Sham: 
• The Armed Opposition/ Syrian National Army: 
• Syrian Democratic Forces: 

2. In June 2021:

governorates of Damascus Suburbs, then Daraa.

• Syrian Regime forces: 
• Hay’at Tahrir al Sham: Nine.
• The Armed Opposition/ Syrian National Army: 19.
• Syrian Democratic Forces: 34.



C. Attacks on vital civilian facilities:

-

A. The main parties:
• Syrian Regime forces:

the primary parties suspected of responsibility for these four attacks being either Syrian 
regime forces or Russian Forces.

• Russian forces: Six.
• Hay’at Tahrir al Sham: One.
• Syrian Democratic Forces: Three.

B. Other parties:

•
• -

Syrian regime forces or Syrian Democratic Forces.



The record of attacks on vital civilian facilities carried out at the hands of the parties to the 

which reached 53 in total, was distributed as follows:



The record of attacks on vital civilian facilities was distributed according to the perpetrator 

Mosques

Vital Educational Facilities

Schools

Vital Medical Facilities

Medical Facilities

Ambulances

Vital Cultural Facilities

Museums 

Communal Facilities

Markets

Infrastructure

Civil Defense Centers

Water facilities and related resources

Bakeries 

Domestic animal farms

Industrial facilities

Civil society organizations

Total

4

3

1

1

1

3

3

1

2

1

20

1

1

2

1

1

6

1

1

2

1

3

2

1

10

2

1

1

3

1

21

1

1

2

Attacked Facility

 Perpetrator Party Syrian
Regime
forces

Russian 
forces

Hay’at 
Tahrir al 

Sham

Other partiesSyrian 
Democratic 

Forces
Bombings whose 

perpetrators 
have not yet been 

Attacks whose 
sources have not yet 



as follows:

The chart shows that the months of March and June saw the highest number of attacks on 

note that the largest proportion of these incidents were the result of bombings that took 
place in Aleppo governorate and areas of northeast Syria, and that Syrian-Russian alliance 
forces bear a large proportion of the responsibility for these attacks, after repeatedly violat-

2. In June 2021:
In June 2021, SNHR documented at least 13 incidents of attacks on vital civilian facilities, eight of 

and Hama.



A. The main parties:
•

the primary parties suspected of responsibility for these four attacks being either Syrian 
regime forces or Russian forces.

• Hay’at Tahrir al Sham: One.

B. Other parties:

•
• -

either Syrian regime forces or Syrian Democratic Forces.

The record of attacks documented in June 2021 on vital civilian facilities was distributed ac-

Mosques

Vital Medical Facilities

Medical Facilities

Vital Cultural Facilities

Museums 

Communal Facilities

Markets

Infrastructure

Civil Defense Centers

Water facilities and related resources

Total

1

3

2

1

1

8

1

1

2

2

1

1

2

Attacked Facility

 Perpetrator Party Syrian
Regime
forces

Hay’at 
Tahrir al 

Sham

Other parties
Bombings whose 

perpetrators 
have not yet been 

Attacks whose 
sources have not yet 



The most notable attacks on vital civilian facilities documented in June:

belt in the middle of al Ra’ie 
resulting in casualties, in addition to causing severe material damage to a number of shops. 

near Saraqeb city in the east of Idlib governorate,  a shell at al Abrar IDP Camp near al 
The shell struck a tent serving as 

a mosque in the camp was adjacent to another tent used as a school, resulting in severe 
material damage to both tents, in addition to moderate material damage to a number of other 

and Hay’at Tahrir al Sham at the time of the incident.

the Idlib National Museum in Idlib city, destroying seven 
statues on a mural in the museum which they categorized as ‘idols’, after a number of photos 

the joint control of factions of the Armed Opposition and Hay’at Tahrir al Sham at the time of 
the incident. SNHR issued a statement condemning this attack.



On Saturday, June 12, 2021, al Shefaa Hospital, located in Villas Street in the center of Afrin city 

-

area controlled by them.
The attack resulted in a massacre, in addition

a Civil Defense ambulance, 
putting the hospital out of service.

the hospital took place.
the Syrian American Medical Society 

(SAMS), is considered to be one of the biggest hospitals in north Syria, providing health servic-
es present moment

at the time of the incident.



On Saturday, June 19, 2021, the Civil Defense center in Qastoun

-

-
in addition to completely destroying the center’s structure and causing mod-

under the joint control of factions of the Armed Opposition and Hay’at Tahrir al Sham at the 
time of the incident.
The Civil Defense Organization published a statement

the shells landing on the Kansafra al Kabir Mosque in the center of the village, causing severe 
material damage to the mosque’s structure
of the Armed Opposition and Hay’at Tahrir al Sham at the time of the incident.

D. Record of indiscriminate attacks and attacks using outlawed weapons:

ground attack carried out by Russian forces targeting Idlib governorate, resulting in the death 

1. In June 2021:

before and after a ground attack by Syrian regime forces/ Russian
forces that destroyed it - June 19, 2021

Destruction caused by a ground attack by Syrian regime forces/ Russian forces on the Civil Defense Center
in Qastoun village, Hama - June 19, 2021 – Ahmad Rahhal



IV. Attachments:

45 Children and 42 Women

V. Conclusions and Recommendations:
Conclusions:
• -

vilians and civilian objects. Syrian-Russian alliance forces have committed various crimes, 
including extrajudicial killings, arrests, torture, and enforced disappearances. In addition, the 
indiscriminate bombardment and other attacks carried out caused the destruction of facil-

civilians has been committed in many cases.
•

-

accountability.
•

the case since the beginning of the popular uprising for freedom, providing another blatant 
demonstration of these forces’ total disregard for the lives of civilians in Syria.

• The magnitude and frequency of the violations, the disproportionate use of military force, 
the indiscriminate manner of the bombing, and the coordinated approach of these at-

high-level orders, and as such constitute a part of state policy.
• The indiscriminate and disproportionate bombardment carried out by the Kurdish-led Syrian 

•

•
through carrying out attacks that are considered to violate customary international human-

• All the attacks documented in this report, particularly bombings, caused massive collateral 

-



•

Recommendations:
UN Security Council
•

 all parties immediately cease any attacks against civilians and 
civilian objects as such.”

•

• Ensure peace and security and implement the principle of responsibility to protect civilians’ 
lives and to save the Syrian people’s heritage and historical artifacts from destruction, loot-
ing and vandalism.

• The Security Council should adopt a resolution banning the use of cluster munitions and 

• The four other permanent member states should put pressure on the Russian government 

involvement in this regard.
•

contributions.

International Community
• -

tion, action should be taken on the national and regional levels to form alliances to support 
-

be enacted in local courts regarding these crimes in order to conduct fair trials for all those 



• SNHR has repeatedly called for the implementation of the ‘Responsibility to Protect’ in doz-
ens of studies and reports and as a member of the International Coalition for the Responsi-

-
rity Council is still hindering the protection of civilians in Syria.

• -
nal Court.

•

jurisdiction.

• The OHCHR should submit a report to the Human Rights Council and other organs of the 

Independent International Commission of Inquiry (COI)
• Launch investigations into the cases included in this report and previous reports. SNHR is 

•

International, Impartial, and Independent Mechanism (IIIM)
• Collect further evidence about the crimes documented in this report.

The United Nations Special Envoy to Syria
• -

sible for dooming the de-escalation agreements.
• Re-sequence the peace process so that it can resume its natural course despite Russia’s at-

-
lishment of a transitional governing body.

The Syrian regime



The Russian regime
•

investigations public for the Syrian people, and hold those responsible accountable.
• Compensate all the damaged centers and facilities, rebuild and rehabilitate them, and com-

• Completely cease the bombing of hospitals, protected objects, and civilian areas, and re-

•
agreements, and apply pressure on the Syrian regime in order to end all indiscriminate at-

The Coalition (US-led coalition and Kurdish-led Syrian Democratic Forces)
• The states supporting the SDF should apply pressure on these forces in order to compel 

•
-

rested for conscription immediately.

The Armed Opposition/ Syrian National Army
• The Armed Opposition/ the Syrian National Army must ensure the protection of civilians in 

-
ians and military targets and cease any indiscriminate attacks.

•

Humanitarian Organizations
• Develop urgent operational plans to secure decent shelter for internally displaced persons.
• Provide protected facilities and vehicles, such as medical facilities, schools, and ambulances, 
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