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((llNl\’ 25 Nosember lIti ) Ihe 1 ‘nited Nations Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rilits inIZritrea, Sheila 13, Keethat uth, expressed great concern about rampant human rights iolat ions in Eritrea s hichcaused hundreds of thousands to lea e their countr for an unknos n and precarious future.
“I call on the Eritrean (io\ernmeilt to respect its human rights obligations and to put an immediate stop to humanrights x iclations that are committed in the country “, Ms. Keetharuth stressed alter inrer\ ie ing Eritreans during anofficial ilUssiOfl to frimsia and Malta from 11 to 2) Nosember 2(313. Her findings will he presented in her secondrep( rt to the Human Rights Council iii June 10i4.

[he Special Rapporteur indicated that the indefinite national service as quoted a the main reason incitingFritreans to lease their home country. l’he open ended national sers ice is a vstern xhich keeps Eritreans captixe ina situation of despair. forcing them to take unimaginable risks in search of’ freedom and a safe haven’’, the Expettstated. Many inter iessed during the mission said they agreed in Principle v ith national ers ice in support ofdevelopment and reconstruction of the country for a period of 1 S months as it vvas origtnall ens isaged.
Indeed. ,\rticle S of Proclamation SI/I 9(35 calls for 6 months of military training and 12 months of active militaryservice and development tasks in military forces for a total of IS months. Floseser. the Eritreans interviewedstrongly rejected the current mandatory national service vshich has been extended indefinitely. No comprehensivedernobilisation hs been conducted to date, causing many to flee.

\oung Fritreans. both vomen and men, often heErc reaching 15 years. are recruited into a compu1sor nationalers ice characterised b ses crc human rights abuses. Punishment amounting to torture, inhuman or degradingtreatment, as svell as detention in inhumane conditions. i5 routine in the military. Women explained they wereparticularly vulnerable to sexual abuses by officers, “These violations are committed sv ith complete impunity.v ithout any structures arid procedures in place for victims to bring the perpetrators to justice”, the SpecialRapporteur said.

1:ducation is a human might; however, in the current educational system only those vvho complete military training atthe Sasa Military Training (‘amp after 11th grade are allossed to continue their schooling. One interv iesvee said:“\hat we endure at Sawa prepares us to thee the dangers svhile crossing the desert and the sea. I don’t agree withthe military training and national service because of its harsh and indefinite nature, as well as its inflexibility, all ofwhich make it inhumane.”

‘l’he Special Rapporteur added that those with religious or other conscientious objections are also forced into themilitary and the practice of ones religion svhile in service is strictly’ prohibited. Conscripts and soldiers are grantedlease on a discretionary basis, vhich can be arbitrary. svith periods often longer than 12 months vithont pet missionto visit home

Regular roiindups. the ‘gilfas’ carried out by the military police are aimed at rounding up those considered lit toserve in the militam-y . those s ho escaped rmm military sei vice or draft evaders. Reprisals against tamily members ofdeseiters ame severe, requiring the pay ment of 50,00) Nakfa (approximately USD 3.350). a sum most Eritreans findunaifordable, or detention of a family member for an undefined period of time until the amount is paid
While in the national service. Eritreans arc assmgned k iohs in armous 1irids including puN L aim’u’ istiaTi flteochmg. health ei vice ac’ mcmltuie and c ‘nstnmction I he p: bun” he n ita utal cry o s s. h hat yOu ts iton ‘Isle s ip it h h Ia oiic
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the had sery little to ko.e, One \oung man told the Special Rappot tent: “We are av are of the i isks associated ssithLrossing the desert and tite se:!. Nobody in his ight mind uhi take such a de ision. \ e do it he.ati’e there is noother choice.”

Ms. Keetharuth called tor the protection or those fleeing front risking their lises h undertaking highR dangerousjourne\ to teach a place they feel is saf,

fhe Special Rapporteur said that the extremely difficult decision to leas e behind one’s famik and home can only heunderstood in ight of the unbearable human rights conditions in the country. She called on the internationalcommuuir to address the root causes of the refugee situation b listening to the voices ot ictims of human rightss olations in Eritrea ss ho reach the conclusion that their only opt:on is Ilight.

She also reiterated the importance to end bilateral and other arrangements betseen Eritrea and third countries thatwould pros ide for Eritreans to be returned to their home country 5% here they risk facing persecution. torture.inhuman treatment, and breed recruitment into indefinite militar ser’ ice.

Since her appointment in Nos ember 2() 12, the Special Rapporteur has made several requests to . isit Eritrea. ss hichhave so far not been granted. Consequently. the Expert resorted to gathei ing firsthand information from those sshohase left Eritrea, She reiterates her call for access to the country to assess the human rihts situation.
[he Special Rapporteur thanked Tunisia and Malta for supporting her mandate and has mo alloss ed her to imerviessEritreans on their territories. Last, hut not least, the Special Rappoiteur expressed her thanks to all those who sharedtheir personal and sometimes sery harross ing stories and experiences in their search for safety and enjo\ ment oftheir human rights.
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