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Republic of Côte d'Ivoire
Head of state: Alassane Ouattara
Head of government: Daniel Kablan Duncan

Côte d'Ivoire was examined by the UN Universal Periodic Review mechanism which raised 
concerns about the adequacy of the government's action on several issues including on 
women's rights and the lack of (or selective) accountability for crimes committed during the 
post-electoral violence in 2010-2011. Hundreds of detainees awaited trial in connection with 
post-electoral violence. Côte d'Ivoire refused entry to more than 400 Ivorian refugees who 
had fled to Liberia during the post-electoral crisis. Lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and 
intersex (LGBTI) people continued to face discrimination.

Background

In December 2013, the government renewed the mandate of the Special Investigation Commission 
tasked with investigating crimes committed during the 2010-2011 post-electoral violence as well 
as the mandate of the Commission for Dialogue, Truth and Reconciliation (CDVR). The CDVR 
published its findings in December 2014 and expressed concern about selective justice.

In April 2014, Côte d'Ivoire was examined by the UN Universal Periodic Review mechanism, 
which raised concerns about the adequacy of the government's action on several issues including: 
action to ensure accountability for crimes committed during the post-electoral violence in 2010-
2011; measures taken to implement the national reconciliation process; efforts to ensure an open 
and free election campaign before the 2015 presidential elections; steps to ensure a safe and 
enabling environment for civil society; and women's rights, including measures to prevent sexual 
violence.

In July 2014, Côte d'Ivoire refused entry to over 400 Ivorian refugees who had fled to Liberia 
during the post-electoral violence. Côte d'Ivoire claimed it was to prevent the spread of the Ebola 
Virus Disease, which was present in Liberia, but UNHCR, the UN refugee agency, had ensured 
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that every refugee had had a medical screening. Despite the screenings more than 35,000 Ivorian 
refugees were waiting in Liberia for the Ivorian authorities to reopen the border.

In November, the government agreed to pay the outstanding wages and bonuses claimed by 
soldiers who had protested over two years of back pay and housing benefits. Also in November, 
the opposition party, Ivorian Popular Front (FPI), confirmed Laurent Gbagbo's candidacy for the 
2015 Presidential elections, despite the fact that he is awaiting trial at the International Criminal 
Court (ICC). In December, the Abidjan Tribunal declared Laurent Gbagbo's candidacy 
inadmissible.

Justice system

In January and May, more than 180 political prisoners held in relation to post-electoral violence of 
2010-2011 were released, some on a provisional basis in view of an upcoming trial in 2015. More 
than 600 detainees were awaiting trial in connection with the violence. Some political prisoners 
held in the Maison d'Arrêt et de Correction (MACA) Abidjan prison staged a hunger strike to 
protest against detention conditions and the slow judicial process. Three political detainees died in 
custody in the MACA in unclarified circumstances.

In July, the Minister of Justice announced that the investigation into the disappearance of 
journalist Guy André Kieffer would be reopened, as would the investigation into the death of Yves 
Lambelin, head of the Société immobilière et financière de la côte africaine (SIFCA) who was 
killed during the post-electoral crisis.

The trial of 83 people, including Simone Gbagbo and Michel Gbagbo, wife and son respectively 
of the former President Laurent Gbagbo, and former senior officials of the Gbagbo administration, 
began in late December 2014. The accused face charges including threatening state security and 
the creation of armed groups.

International justice

Former President Gbagbo remained in ICC custody. In June, the ICC confirmed the charges 
against him and committed his case to trial. He will be tried for crimes against humanity. The trial 
is currently set for July 2015.

In March, Côte d'Ivoire surrendered Charles Blé Goudé, accused of crimes against humanity 
committed during post-electoral violence, to the ICC. In December, the ICC confirmed four 
charges of crimes against humanity against him and committed him to trial.

In December, the Pre-Trial Chamber of the ICC rejected Côte d'Ivoire's challenge to the 
admissibility of the case against Simone Gbagbo, who was charged by the ICC in February 2012 
with murder, sexual violence, persecution and other inhuman acts, allegedly committed during the 
post-electoral crisis. Côte d'Ivoire has filed an appeal against the decision.

Rights of lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and intersex people

Lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and intersex (LGBTI) people faced increasing discrimination. 
In January, the office of Alternative Côte d'Ivoire, an organization working for the rights of 
LGBTI people living with HIV, was ransacked by a large mob. Computers were stolen, walls were 
daubed with homophobic slogans and a staff member was badly beaten. Police refused to respond 
or investigate the incident. The Director of Alternative Côte d'Ivoire's house was also later 
attacked. A security forces member was reportedly among the attackers. Several staff members 
subsequently went into hiding.
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Corporate accountability

Eight years after the dumping of toxic waste in Abidjan no medical study had been conducted to 
assess the long-term health implications of exposure to the waste. The company that made and 
sent the waste to Abidjan – oil trader Trafigura – has never disclosed the full information about 
the waste content and its potential impact; nor has it been properly held to account for its role in 
the dumping. In October 2014, the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) confirmed that it will 
carry out an environmental audit of the dump sites in 2015.

Abuses by armed groups

In December 2013, the UN Operation in Côte d'Ivoire (UNOCI) released a report on the Dozo, a 
group of traditional hunters who fought on behalf of Alassane Ouattara during the post-electoral 
crisis. The report documented serious human rights violations allegedly committed by members of 
the Dozo between March 2009 and May 2013, including unlawful killings, illegal arrest and 
detentions, looting and extortions. At least 228 people were killed, 164 others injured by bullets, 
machetes and knives, and 162 arbitrarily arrested and illegally detained. In addition, 274 cases of 
looting, arson and extortion were verified and confirmed, including in the regions of Gbôklé, 
Haut-Sassandra, Gôh, Cavally, Guemon, Tonkpi, Marahoué, Nawa, Indenie-Djuablin, Poro and 
Moronou.[1]

1. Côte d'Ivoire: The Victors' Law – the human rights situation two years after the post-electoral 
crisis (AFR 31/001/2013) www.amnesty.org/en/library/info/AFR31/001/2013/en
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