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Libya’s vast, under-governed territories remain safe havens for al-Qa’ida in the Islamic 

Maghreb (AQIM) and the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant-Libya (ISIL-Libya). The 

Government of National Accord (GNA), although a reliable and willing U.S. 

counterterrorism partner, lacks the capacity and reach to project authority into many 

areas of Libya and had limited ability to eliminate terrorist safe havens, prevent the flow 

of FTFs, or ensure effective counter-proliferation efforts. U.S. airstrikes conducted in 

cooperation with the GNA applied pressure to AQIM and ISIL-Libya networks in Libya. 

Because of the difficulties of controlling the southern and desert borders in particular, 

the GNA remained unable to effectively track flows of FTFs in and out of its territory. 

Rival factions and political stakeholders outside of the GNA, including in the House of 

Representatives-aligned forces had also not stemmed the flow of FTFs.

The Department of State’s EXBS program provided training to the Libyan Ministries of 

Defense, Customs, Interior, and Foreign Affairs; Libyan Airport Authority; and Libyan 

Intelligence Service officials. The training aimed to enhance Libya’s contribution to 

preventing WMD proliferation and diversion of conventional arms and explosives to ISIS 

and other terrorist organizations. The country’s history with WMD, its significant 

conventional stockpiles, and the continuing strength of armed groups with independent 

allegiance make this effort a priority. In 2018, targeted technical training included 

airport security and cargo interdiction training, basic and advanced land border security 

training, counter-proliferation investigations training, fraudulent documentation 

training, and counter-IED training. These activities encourage interagency cooperation 

within Libya and promote regional and international cooperation to counter illicit 

trafficking in strategic items.

The Department of State’s Bureau of Counterterrorism airport and aviation security 

program provided training, support, and equipment to the Libyan Ministry of Interior, 

Ministry of Transportation, Libyan Airport Authority, Libyan Civil Aviation Authority, 

Libyan Intelligence Service, and other airport security officials in Mitiga and Misrata 

international airports. The program assists the Libyan government to achieve 

international standards and enhanced security by completing airport security 

assessments, developing and implementing standard operating procedures, installing 

airport security equipment, and providing necessary training and mentorship to airport 

security personnel. The program also will promote interagency cooperation and 

coordination by helping to stand up a Libyan airport and aviation steering committee.
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