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Disclaimer

Head of statePaul Biya
Head of governmenPhilémon Yang

As in previous years, the authorities continued toestrict the activities of political opponents
and journalists. People suspected of engaging inmea-sex activities were detained and some
were sentenced to prison terms. Those defending thights of lesbian, gay, bisexual,
transgender and intersex people were subjected tahassment and abuse. The authorities
did not act to protect people from attacks. Conditns in some prisons were harsh and
sometimes life-threatening.

Background

In November President Biya celebrated 30 year®wep. Protest actions by opposition groups,
linked to the anniversary, were dispersed by rabicp.

Corruption remained pervasive, and government tsftortackle the problem were limited in their
effectiveness. In September a former governmenisteinwas jailed for 25 years for embezzling
US$29 million of public funds.

In September, Amnesty International submitted a oramdum to the government highlighting
numerous human rights concerns.

Harassment of political opponents

The authorities continued to use the criminal gesgystem to harass and silence political
opposition groups.

* The trial of several dozen members of the Soutameroons National Council (SCNC),

arrested in 2008 and charged with holding illegaktmgs and failing to produce identity
cards, had not taken place by the end of the Jideraccused had appeared in court on
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more than 30 occasions but the trial was adjoueaath time because of the failure of the
prosecution to present witnesses or the absenoeudf officials, including presiding
judges.

* Three members of the SCNC — Felix Ngalim, Ebendaaakga and Makam Adamu —
were arrested in April and charged with secessnahravolution, offences under the Penal
Code, in connection with their membership of antivai@s relating to the SCNC. During
May members of the Territorial Surveillance poheere alleged to have taken Felix
Ngalim, detained at Kondengui prison in the capitaloundé, to their offices in the city
and beaten him with a truncheon, reportedly causijugies to the soles of his feet, legs and
other parts of the body. On 28 May, he was transfieto the central prison in Bamenda,
capital of North West province. He appeared befloeeBamenda High Court on 5 and 17
June and again on 3 July; each hearing was adjdumé¢he grounds that prosecution
witnesses were unavailable to testify. Ebeneza Algaavas reported to have escaped from
Kondengui prison and fled Cameroon in May. FelixaMg was granted provisional release
on 4 December and was awaiting trial at the erthe¥ear.

* In December, Dieudonné Enoh Meyomesse, an authimatof President Biya, was found
guilty of armed robbery and sentenced to seversygaprisonment after an unfair trial by a
military court in Yaoundé. He was considered agmé of conscience. He and several co-
defendants, who were also sentenced to betweeartdoine years, had been arrested in
November 2011.

Critics of the government expressed concern thaegarosecutions for corruption targeted
individuals who had disagreed with the government.

 Titus Edzoa and Michel Thierry Atangana, who waue tb complete their 15-year prison
term for corruption, were tried on new charges sentenced to 20 years' imprisonment in
October. As in 1997, their trial in 2012 was unfamd appeared to be politically motivated.

 Paul Eric Kingué, who had been imprisoned for a@tegmvolvement in riots in February
2008 and for corruption, was sentenced to life isggmrment in February following further
unfair trials on corruption charges. The Court gip&al quashed the sentence but conducted
a new trial and sentenced him in November to 1@sy@aprisonment.

Human rights defenders

Human rights defenders and members of their famikeeived death threats or were targeted by
people they believed to be government agents qrcstess.

* On 27 March government officials prevented LGBTiasts in Yaoundé from holding an
EU-financed workshop on the rights of sexual mitiesi This action followed a violent
disruption of the workshop by members of a selffessed anti-LGBTI group known as the
Rally for Cameroonian Youth. Members of the seguntces had earlier arrested Stéphane
Koche, the organizer of the workshop, and detaimedfor several hours.

* In January, human rights defender Maximilienne Nt was threatened with rape by men
who claimed to be members of the security forces.rilece was abducted and raped by
men who told her that they were attacking her bgeead her aunt's activities against the
government.

» Lawyers Michel Togue and Alice Nkom were threatewdti violence because they had
represented people charged with homosexual aatslyFamembers were also threatened.
The authorities failed to condemn the threats affer any protection.

Freedom of expression — journalists
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Several journalists were prosecuted during the.year

» Television journalists Alex Gustave Azebaze, Thyiédgogang and Anani Rabier Bindji,
who were arrested in June 2008 together with usityelecturer Manassé Aboya, were still
awaiting trial, charged with conspiracy to handeafidential document without
authorization, as well as conspiracy to make biasedmentary. The charges were believed
to be politically motivated. The four men had beerested after they criticized a
government anti-corruption initiative and the atsesf two newspaper journalists during a
televised debate.

Rights of lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender andtersex people

Violence, arbitrary arrests and detention, andrdtiaienan rights violations targeting individuals
because of their real or perceived sexual orieamationtinued to occur. The authorities failed to
protect people who were subjected to attacks amer @buse by non-state actors.

* Franky Ndome Ndome who, together with Jonas NskKigae, was serving a five-year
prison sentence for homosexual conduct, was beaigtherwise ill-treated in June by
guards at Kondengui prison. The two men were apeatedly assaulted by fellow inmates.
The authorities took no action against those resipteor to protect them from violence.

* Three women — Martine Solange Abessolo, Esther Ammga and Léonie Marie Djula —
were arrested on 14 February in Ambam, Southeminre. They were accused of being
lesbians after Léonie Djula's husband reportedtyttee authorities that his wife had been
enticed by the other two women into engaging inesaex sexual relations. Martine
Abessolo and Esther Belinga subsequently appea@feddathe Ambam Court of First
Instance on charges of engaging in same-sex sexlaibns and defaming Léonie Djula.
They were granted provisional release on 20 Febrarad appealed against irregularities in
their arrest. The Ebolowa Court of Appeal had redivéred a verdict by the end of the year.

* On 17 December the Court of Appeal upheld the 2@h¥iction of Jean-Claude Roger
Mbede for homosexual activity. He had been sentktwéhree years' imprisonment.

Prison conditions

Conditions in Cameroon's two largest prisons, inofalé and Douala, were harsh and constituted
cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment, and in soases were life-threatening. Prisoners
suffering from mental illness did not have accesgdychiatric care. At the end of the year both
prisons were holding five times their intended @itya

Death penalty

Government information indicated that 102 prisorvegese on death row at the start of the year.
The Cameroonian National Commission on Human RightsFreedoms recommended that the
government abolish the death penalty.
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