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The Popular Movement for the Liberation of Angola (MPLA) has ruled the country since ils
independencs from Portugal in 1975. The country’s competing independence movements be%an a civil war
immediately after independence, which lasted until the signing of the Bicesse Accords in 1991. Under the
Bicasse Accords, one-party rule ended with the passage of a new Constitution that legalized opposition parties
and called for U.N.-monitored elections, which were held in 1992. President Jose Eduardo Dos Santos of the
MPLA won a plurality of the voles cast in an election that U.N. observers considered free and fair. The National
Union for the Total Independence of An‘gola (UNITA), under the leadership of Jonas Savimbi, rejected the
results of the vote and resumed the civil war. in 1994 in an effort to end the civil war, the Government and
UNITA signed the Lusaka Protacol, which callad for the demilitarization of UNITA, the creation of a national
army, the seating of a govemment of national unity and reconcifiation, and the extension of state :
administration to areas formerly under UNITA control. The Govemmant general comptied with its obligations
under the protacol, although the conduct of the police and, to a lesser extent, military units in former UNITA
areas drew widespread caticism. UNITA failed to comply with several fundamental aspects of the protocol. I
nh?gtained a significant military capability, and it refused to sumender o state administration the teritory it

At the end of 1998, fighting resumed between the Government and Jonas Savimbi's armed faction of UNITA. A
faction of UNITA called UNITA-Renavada and another larger peaceful faction of UNITA both rejected war,
during the year, the two groups continued to pursue their goals through peaceful political activity, lndudi?&as
members of the National Assembly. In fate 1999, a massive offensive by the Armed Forces of Angola (FAA)
destroved the conventional military capacity of UNITA, and by January . had driven the rebels from their
heartland on the central ptateau into the country’s far east and into scattered n_‘)ocke!s elsewhere. By August
2000, the FAA had consolidated its military control of most of the nation's territory; however, UNITA
reorganized itself as a guerrilia force and camed out ambushes of attacks on lightly defended targets
throughout the country. During the year, UNITA launched a series of attacks against civilian targets; however,
these attacks decreased after September 11, re‘gzrtedly by a direct order from Savimbi. Despite continued
calls for peace and dialog between UNITA and the Govemment, fighting intensified in April, particularly in the
central and western areas of the country. The Peace and Reconciliation Commission was astablished in
January and received a $20 million govermment appropriation; however, it targely was inactive durim‘; the year.
In June 1999, the National Assembly voled to postpone new elections indefinitely due to the renewa of
conflict; during the year, the Governmant stated its intention to hold elections by year's end, but later
postponed them until 2003. The judiciary, where it functions, is subject to the influence of the President and
Q the MPLA in practice.

The Ministry of Interior is responsible for intemal securit&. a function that it exercises through the Angolan
National Police (ANP), the Rapid Intervention Police (PIR), which was created in 1992 as an elite paramilitary
force, and other organs of state security. The FAA are onsible for protecting the State against external
threats and for counterinsurgency operations against UNITA and have intervened in regional confiicts every
ar since 1998. The FAA also is involved in similar operations, although on a smaller scale, against the Front

or the Liberation of the Enclave of Cabinda-Armed Forces of Cabinda FLEC-FAC). The FAA claimad thal it
had integrated more than 12,000 UNITA soldiers since the 1899 fall offensive. The civilian authorities maintain
affactive control of the security forces; however, there were s0me instances in which the security forces acted
independently of the Govemmaent, primarily because of poor discipline and participation in the confiict. Security
forces committed serious human rights abuses.

The pbpulation is approximately 12 million. The security factors that inhibited the country's transition to full
multiparty democracy had a similar effect on the country's transition from a directed, state-dominated economic
system to one b on market principles. E:&l::‘teen rcent of the budgel remains dedicated to defense (or 10
percent of gross domestic product (G P), a decline :&Femonl |n 2000; the difference was ?&pﬁed to
public works, health, and education. The economy continued to perform poorly and despite abundan! natural
resources, outpul per capita is extremely low. Annual per capita GDP was approximately $450 (13,500
kwanza). The country produces more than 750,000 barrels of oil per day, a total that is expected 1o rise to
more than 1 million by the end of 2002. Due fo its control of oll revenues, the rastatal o cmnpaggogonangoi
plays a dominant role in both the economy and govemment. The country pr uced an estimated mitlion
(18 billion kwanzas) worth of diamonds in the areas controlled by the Govemment. There also are lucrative
untapped mineral, agricultural, and hydroelectric resources in the country. The Government has begun 0
. liberalize its impoft regimes and reform its regulatory agencies to allow ihe more efficient importation of the
goods and services upon which the economy depends. Despite some economic reforms, corruption and
misman. | are pervasive in the public sector and widespread in the private sector. The country’s wealth
continued to be concentrated in the hands of a small elite who often used government positions for massive
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emidtment.andommpﬁonconﬁnuedmbeaoommnptacuceatanlmts.meavemgemonmw
mmWeamess(appmximalelympemamolmlaborfom)wasfarbelow“matismquh'adht
basic subsistence, and rural areevenlowerbaceusemema{omyofmemra!economyisdependenton ‘
subsistence agriculture and is ly vulnerable to the political unrest in the country.

The Govemmment’s human ri raootdremahedpoonanhoughmerewemsﬂghtm\pmvemmslnafaw
areas, serious problems remain. Citizens have no effective means to change their govemment. Members of
the forcas committed extrajudicial killings, were responsible for disappearances, and tortured, beat,

; otherwise abused persons. Vedﬁc;a:n of these was extremaly difficult, particularty those
emanating from remote areas and those areas affected by active combat. The Govermment often failed to pay
the salaries or to supply necessary provisions (o the majority of its security forces, which contributed to the
harassment and abuse of civilians as security forces tried to obtain supplies. The poor discipline and poor
woddn%acgcﬂ\diﬂons of the military made it the worst offender; police units generally had better discipline anda
more & ve chain of command. Other than those personnel assigned to elite units, the Government gives

m&mﬁm for security nnel to amernent their income by the extortion of civilians. Prison
s were harsh and fife threatening. The Govemment roulinely used arbilra arrest and detention, and
lermthy pretrial detention was a problem. Although the Government made some ef rts to discipline members
of eseuxkyfomasforabuses.mecovemmouen didnotpmsewtemrpumshmqsain_ e securnty
forces who were bie for abuses. | was a serious problem. The judiciary is subject to executive
influence, only ns in certain of the country, and does not ensure due process. The legal code and
rules of procedure remain ouldated. The Govemnment infringed on cilizens' privacy rights and forcibly recruited
military-age males. The Govemment instituted and publicized a new conscriplion campaign to decrease the
recruitment of juveniles. The Government at times restricted freedom of speech and of the press and
intimidated joumnalists into practicing self-censorship; however, there was some increased of public
expression in most areas of the country, The Government restricted freedom of assembly. The Government
restricted association and movement; however, it allowed some peaceful public protest and opposition party

s. The Govermment restricted freedom of movement for some joumnalists. The number of persons
intem Ldisplaced by the conflict increased, partly as a result of the ment's counter-insurgency ‘
policies in the country’s interior. The Government continued to limit independent investigations of human rights
abuses, aithough it a international human rights nizations, inciuding Human Rights Watch, to
conduct research in the country. Violence and discrimination sziaiﬂs( women were common; adult and child
prostitution was a problem; children and persons with disabilities continued lo suffer as a resuit of the
ongoing conflict and poor sconomic conditions. The Government continues to dominate the labor movement
and restricts workers' rights, a thers were | ents in the independent labor sector, Forced labor,
including forced child labor, is a m in rebel-held areas. There were reports of trafficking in persons.

|

The armed faction of UNITA was responsible for numerous, serious abuses durir? the year; the other two
factions of UNITA were not responsible for abuses. The armed UNITA forces, under the control of Jonas
Savimbi, were e for kilings, disappearances, lorture, rape, and other abuses. UNITA mima%ténus
reportedly pi rural areas, depopulated parts of the country, killed traditional leaders, and aliminated all
opposition, or polential. UNITA prevented freadom of speech, the press, assembly, association, and
movement, UNITA refused all attempts by humanitarian organizations and non-govemmental organizations

NGO's) to canduct investigations in areas under its control. UNITA continued forced military recruitment,
neluding of underage males, and used forced labor for a Iarae q_an of its local-leve! logistical support; however,
observers believe that the number declined significantly as UNI A's numbers and termitorial control diminished.
The sexual abuse of women conscripted to work as porters was common in UNITA aress.

RESPECT FOR HUMAN RIGHTS
Saction 1 Respect for the Integrity of the Person, Including Freedom From:
a. Arbitrary or Unlawful Deprivation of Life .

forces reportedly committed extrajudicial killings. Verification of reports of abuses commiitted by both
ps difficult, those emanating from remote areas and those
areas affected by active combat. Police participated in shakedowns, ings, and carjackings; howaver,
uniike in the previous year, there were no reparts of any deaths as a result of police action (see Section 1.c.).
Impunity was a serious problem.

There were reports that FAA soldiers engaged in a scorched earth policy during the year in counter-insurgency
operations, burning villages and killing civilans in Cuando Cubango and Lunda Sul provinces (see Sections
1.1, 1.9., and 2.d.). There were reports that soldiers summarily executed civilians suspected of supporting
UNITA. The failure of the Government to provide adequate protection for civilians confributed to the number of
killings by UNITA throughout the country.

On June 30, police killed two residents of the community of Boa Vista in Luanda who were protesting thelr
aviction and relocation of 13,000 families (see Sections 1.c., 1.d.and 1.f.).

Prison conditions were life threatening due to inadequate food. medicine, and sanitation, and many prisoners
died in official custody (see Section 1.c.).

In 2000 some individual members of the FAA also reportedly summarily executed citizens in the Democratic
Republic of the Congo (DRC). .

Numerous localities changed hands during the year, a process that often involved the extrajudicial killing of
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administrators and petsonsmmdofcollabomﬁonmth UNITA, Intemally displaced persons
DP's) and refugees fied to government-held areas or neighboring countries. Undocumented

workers in diamond fields were ta by govemment or UNITA forces seeking to take control o alluvial
diamond mining operations. An u number of civilians died in the course of ments between the
security services and insurgents, particulardy in the Central Highlands and in the There were

numerous but unconfirmed reports that both sides summarily executed prisoners of war (POW's).

There were reports that govemment soldiers killed civilians in Namibia. After Namibia decided in December
1999 1o allow the FAA to launch anti-UNITA attacks from Namibian territory, there was extensive
fighting, which resulted in civilian deaths and injuries.

On November 8, government forces reportedly crossed into Zambian territory and killed seven civilians (see
Section 1.b.). The Govemment publicly denied any military involvement in the attack: no further information
was available by year's end.

Both Government and UNITA forces continued to use antipersonnel landmines in the country and in Namibia,
whir;h resulted in dozens of deaths and numerous injuries of civilians and security force officars (see Seclion
1.9.).

At year's end, no further information was available in the case of an FAA member who was arrested by police
for killing Thaddeus Vili at Bagani near the Kavango and Caprivi regions. No action was taken nor investigation
made into the hllowir%kluhgs by FAA members in 2000: The July execution of two Namibian civilians; and
the January killing of Thadeus Mubili in Mushangara In wastem Caprivi.

In January 2000, more than 100 &ersons reportedly were kifled in Bie province. Although there were
unconfirmed reports that UNITA kifled 150 persons while passing th the area, other observers claimetd
that these persens were killed by the Government for being too sympathetic o UNITA. There were reperis that
al least one mass grave was discovered In the area, which the Government attributed to UNITA. There wera
no reports of any investigation made or action taken against the responsible persons by year's end.

No action reportedly was taken against the members of the FAA responsible for the following killings in 1999:
The December unconfirmed killing of 47 civilians during operations in the Lunda Sul province; and the
February killing of several civilians near the town of Mbanza Congo.

UNITA military units reportedly piliaged rural areas, depopulated parts of the country, Kilied traditional leaders,
and eliminated all oppasition, real or polential. UNITA s committed numerous killings during attacks on
villages. Interviews with many refugees indicated that UNITA committed abuses, including public execulions,
as a delibarate policy. UNITA increased attacks against population centers and other d&ﬂan targets during the
year, however, after September 11 temorist attacks In the U.S., UNITA attacks against civilian targets
significantly decreased, reportedly as a result of a direct order from Savimbi, Priof to September 11, UNITA
had conducted eight major attacks against civilian targets during the year. This was part of a strategy that
likely was designed to create insecurity and draw intemational attention. UNITA abducted numerous Ig_erscms
during the year, many, including children, died or were killad while in captivity (see Section 1.b.). UN A killed
numerous civilians during a on civilian traffic on roads in the interior of the country; such attacks were
designed lo halt transporiation, disrupt commerce, isolate populations, and maintain a climate of insecurity
(see Section 1.g.). Many such attacks occurred on the Malanje-Luanda road during the year. During raids in
the Kavango and Caprivi regions of Namibia, UNITA forces reportedly killed civilians (see Section 1.9.).

There were reports that UNITA continued to use forced conscription and killed persons who attempted o
desert (see Sections 1.b. and 1.f).

NGO workers were killed during UNITA attacks. It was unknown in most cases whether they were targeted
geé:gusa of their work: however, in at least one case, a cilizen was killed because of his link with a foreign

UNITA never has accounted for the deaths of numerous seniar Fl_art‘omcials. A number of high-ranking UNITA
officials who have defected revealed the extent of killings in UNITA-held areas. In December two former UNITA
secretaries general, a former head of UNITA intetligence, and others reported that Savimbi personally ordered
executions of opponents and, in some cases, personally camried out the executions. UNITA does not aliow the

U.N. to investigate claims of human rights abuses in the limited areas (less than 5 percent of the country's
temitory) that it controls. ( pe Gl

There were no reports of any action taken against the UNITA rebels responsibie for the following Killings in
2000: The August kilting of four civilians during an attack on the town of Catete; the July attack on an
orphanage in uambo province in which a teenager was killed; the July attack on a residential school and
training center in Huambo Province in which 1 boy was killed; the June unconfimed discovery of 17 mass
g::ves in the Bie province, each containing more than 100 bodies; the May attack on a hospital in Camacupa;

March stoning and crucifixion of 6 children for aneﬁ\sy{ giving information to the Govemment; the February
attack on Santa Clara in Cunene province in which at 6 civilians were killed; the February killing of 3
clvilians in Shinyungwe village; and the January klmna:f 2 civilians outside of Rundu. There were no
developments in the October 2000 case of journalist Antonio Paciencia whose body was discovered in
Zambia. The results of an investigation determined that he had been killed, but did not attribute responsibility
for the killing; however, the Government and some journatists blamed UNITA for the killing.

There were no further developments into the following 1908 cases: The September case in which National
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AssenblyDeputyJoaoNgolongombeJaeob.whowasamemberofhemSavimbifacﬂonofUNlTA.m

kilied by unknown Mmls:meJanuatycaseofau.N.dmwodamnMwasshotatandtheJanuary

Kill ofFat;erlbino Saluaco and two catechists by armed men reportedly from UNITA in Huambo (see ‘
on 2.¢.).

UNITA and the separatist group FLEC-FAC killed foreign and dual nationals. FLEC-FAC forces tortured and
killed civilians in the Cabinda region. In September FLEC-FLAC forces released three foreign and one local
employee of a construction oog?any whom they kidnaped in May 2000. There wers no developments in the
April 2000 case in which FLE! AC kilied a foreign national during an ambush north of Dingo.

On November 22, armed groups killed five civilians and abducted two children on a road between Caxito and
Ambriz outside of Luanda; UNITA denied responsibility for the attack.

There were no developments in the following cases from 2000: The October killing of dozens of persons during
an attack by unknown gunmen on two buses and a car; the June case in which polio vaccination workers
passing through the Huambo area discovered an ambushed truck with 7 dead persons inside; and the June
case In which ggersons were killed when a group of children brought a discarded missile into a rafuges camp
near Malanje, it exploded.

The ineffectiveness of the judicial system in the country has led lo a growlt? reliance on vigilante B{ustice (see
Section 1.e.). There were reports that neighborhood groups pursued and atlacked alleged criminals.

b. Disappearance

Persons taken into police custody often di red without a trace, particularly in rural areas. Suspects .
accused of illegal weapons ownership or boration with UNITA often disappesred.

On November 8, FAA unils mponedlg crossed info Zambtan tenvitory and abducted 103 civilians; 83 persons
iater were retumed to Zambia, and 13 abductees remained missing at year's end (see Section 1,8.). The
Govemment publicly denied any military involvement in the attack but agreed to d the matter with the
Govemment of Zambia,

Civilians abducted by UNITA generally either were recruited forcibly as soldiers or support personnel, or were
considered govemment collaborators. The frequent discove of badies in the aftermath of attacks suggested
that suspected collaborators were executed summarily (see ions 1.a. and 1.g.). Those who escaped
UNITA custody and were able to retum fo government-heid areas with government assistance reported that

they were ed to torture, beatings, and sexual abuse (see Section 1.c.). There were that on
February 8, UNITA kidn a traditional chief in Huambo who was an outspoken critic of the activities of the
armed faction of UNITA. was no information on his whereabouts at year’s end. On April 15, UNITA

forces attacked Dombe-Grande in Benguela province and looted a warehouse holding relief supplies of
humanitarian organizations; 7 persons were killed and 50 were missing after the attack and remained
unaccounted for at yaar's end,

On May 5, UNITA forces attacked the town of Caxito in Bengo province and kidnaped 61 children from 3
school run by People to People Development Aid (ADPP), a Danish NGO (see Section 1.g.). The children, who
were ages 8 to 12, were marched 300 miles into the interior of the country and forced to serve as porters and
carry goods that UNITA had stolen from the lown; the childran were released on May 25 after intemational
pressure. UNITA also briefly held 15 intemational ADPP volunteers before releasing them.

UNITA rebels also reportedly abducted persons from Zambia during the year. There were reports that UNITA
rebels or Angolan govemment forces abducted Zambians, particularly youn? persons, for forced labor in
Angola. On November 9, Angolan govemment troops reportedly abducted at least 50 villagers from the distnct
of Shang'ombo after entering the country in pursuit of UNITA rebels. The Zambian Govammenl requested that
the Angolan Government retum the villagers; however, this did not occur by year's end.

There were no developments in the cases from 2000 in which UNITA rebels kidnaped persons: The July
kidnapin3 of 21 children in Huambo province; the July kidnaping of 100 children from . a town in Malange
which UNITA controlied for 3 days (see Section 1.9.); and the January abduction of 2 teenage girs from a
villlag:r maea‘r‘d the border by 6 armed men suspected to be UNITA rebels. The children remained unaccounted for
at year's

There were also reports thal members of the FLEC-FAC separatist group kidnaped clvilians.

In March FLEC-Renovada, an offshoot of the original FLEC group that is not u violent, kidnaped five

P uese ecmzees of a construction company; they were released after 3 months. In May 2000, members

of C-FAC ped three foreign and one local employee of a Portuguese ¢ in Cabinda; by July

gksc-FAc had released one of the kidnaped persons for medical reasons. In July it rereased the remaining
uctaes.,

¢. Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman, or Degrading Treatment or Punishment

The Constitution and the Penal Code explicitly prohibit all forms of mistreatment of suspects, detainees, or
prisoners; however, security forces tortured, beat, raped, and otherwise abused persons. The Intemational

http://www.state.gov/g/drl/rls/hrrpt/2001/af/8217.htm 15-03-2002



Angola Side 5at'19
Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), the U.N., and domestic and international human rights organizations
continued to report that there was widespread government abuse of suspects.

Socutityservloeemonml mﬂym\ployodtommandou\erfomsofcfuelrld rading treatment,
including mpe.P%ﬂceusedmmmwnmons ﬁmuendy during in u%onsand rarely, if ever,

were nlsmdforsuchabuse&ThosewspacledofﬂesloU A somelimes are under Inhuman

m&m“amwwmmmammm.wmm also are subjected
todewwonmdabuse.anhoughtoaleswextam. have been no cases in an army or police

official has been ined for the use of excessive force staUNrrApuspo;a.Policeoﬂenbeatand

released suspects in of trials (see Section 1.d.). Police uently participate in shakedowns, \
andcadaddngs(saeSecﬁoM.g..Poﬂoaalsoemﬂednmeym velers at checkpoints and ely

harassed refugees (see Section .d.). lmpumyisaseﬂwspmbm.

Reporis that govemment forces raped women in the central highlands increased during the year; govemment
forces reportedly attacked women in their homes, while they were workkg in the fields, near military camps,
and during searches of homes (see Section 1.f.). Rapes by govemment forces were reported most commonly
in the Bie, Huambo, and Uige provinces (see Seclion 1g.)

There were nsmatnmbemotmeFMandmespolbeharassedNGOworkersduﬁngmeyear.
ggmmdrﬁouhﬂy in . Ble, and Kwanza Norte (see sctions 1.g. and 4). Humanitarian workers were

and threatened by local FAA forces In various provinces throughout the country, with the most
serious incidents occurring in Malange. During the year, the U.N. assigned civil-military | officers to FAA
combat units to address harassment; as 2 resull, incidents of abuse declined significantly.

Police officers and soldiers reportedly harassed IDP's and denied them humanitarian assistance by stealing

wpphes.'rhereaisowareaedblerepodsthalsew fofcesrobbod‘fersonsofhumatﬂladanmppﬂesas
meyreumndﬁomrelieldismbuﬂoncenws(sees ns 1.g. and 2.d.).

There continued to be numerous reports of abuses of Namibian citizens by the FAA in the border areas (see
Section 1.3.). In January a Namibian newspaper reported that a group of men in FAA uniforms beat and
tortured several Namibians in Caprivi; it was not known whether the men were FAA officers. There was at least
one report of a rape by Angolan soldiers in Zambia. In Apnl Zambian authorities arested and detained eigt
Angolan soldiers suspected in raids in Zambia.

?on;e individual members of the FAA reportedly raped and looted while stationed in the DRC (see Section
4a,).

On June 30, police injured an undetermined number of Boa Vista residents who were protesting their aviction
and relocation (see Sections 1.2., 1.d.,and 1.f.).

No action reportedly was taken against the police responsible for beating protesters during demonstrations in
February 2000, nor the members of the FAA who allogedly executed two Namibian civilians and injured
another in July 2000 (see Section 2.b.).

Landmines laid by both sides during the conflict in the country and in Namibia resulted In an increasing
number of fatalities and Injuries, including maiming (see Section 1.9.).

The U.N. and domestic human rights organizations report that abuse of su is universal in areas
remaining under UNITA control, interviews with persons who have fled UNITA-held areas revealed that UNITA
uses cruel and inhuman practices, including public torture, to punish dissent and deter further acts of
disloyalty. Torture is used at all levels by the UNITA forces. There have been repeated credible allegations that
UNITA president Jonas Savimbi has o suspects tortured and executed in his presence. There were
reports that UNITA engaged in reprisal attacks on civilians during the year. UNITA reportedly cut off the ears
and hands of civilians in order to extract information and to discourage civilians from providing the Government
information on UNITA or from fleging to govemment-controlied areas. UNITA increased attacks against
population centers and other civilian targets during the ear as part of 3 strategy that likely was designed to
«1:rea)te insecurity and intemational attention, which resulted in the injuries of numerous civilians (see Section
a.).

in May 17 civilians were injured when UNITA attacked a commercial convoy on the road between Huambo and
Kuito (see Sections 1.g. and 2.d.).

The Govemment blamed UNITA for torturing and mutitating a truck owner during a June attack on a vehicie 18
miles southeast of the city of Benguela {see Section 1.9.).

There also were numerous reports that UNITA forces abused Namibian citizens In the border areas.

No aclion was taken against the approximately 100 members of UNITA who attacked a residential school and
uﬂnhgo%amar in Huambo Province; the UNITA members Kidnaped 21 children and injured at least 4 others In
July 2000 (see Sections 1.a. and 1.b.).

FLEC-FAC forces tortured and killed civilians in the Cabinda region (see Saction 1.8.).
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There also were reporis that UNITA members beat UNITA-Renovada members in Uige and Kwanza Norls

(sea Section 3), .

Prison conditions are harsh and life threat; .Cd!saramemowdedandlackbaacmtaryfadmies.
Amofdlngtou\eNaumalPdsonSeMce .mmamA.OOOpersonsmge'nson.SOpmtofmmafpin
Fn‘sons In Luanda. The prison system rolds appfrrgmadng;nl five t!mesLtt‘t”ae rrg:mmb'gf!gd:lo‘;\;;s thalll‘t ev‘v:sm%nn

. Many prisons, 1ac financial support gvemmen u priso
L mucg';e.mmmmmpatsmmmypmwwdofumlmmﬂonand
disease. For exampie, at the Viana Prison malnutrition and disease are pervasive problems. In November
2000, the Govemment and the National Assembly Comimittee on Human Rights ed that canditions
were Inhumane and announced modest appropriations for improvements in the Sao Paulo Prison hospital in
Luanda and Viana prison outside the capital; some physical improvements were made during the year.
Committee members visited both institutions and donated mattresses and other supplies to the inmates.

Prison officials routinely beat detainees. Prisoners depend on families, friends, or international reliefl
izations for basic support, including food; prisons often do not provide any food to prisoners. Prison

als, who are chronicaily unpaid, support themselves by stealing from their prisoners and extorting money
from family members. For example, prison guards frequently demanded that prisoners pay for weekend
passes thal they are entitled to recaive. Juveniles, often incarcerated for petty theft, are housed with adults
and suffer abuse by guards and inmates, Female prisoners are held separately from male prisoners. There
were reports that prison guards sexually abused female prisoners. Detained joumalists also were housed with
other prisoners, Political prisoners and pretrial detainees are held with the general prison population; it was
unknown how many such prisoners were held during the year (see Sections 1.d. and 1.e.).

The Govemnment permitted foreign diplomatic personnel and local and intemational human rights monitors to
visit prisons during the year; however, uniike in the previous year, they were not permitted to visit individual

prisoners. The ICRC did not request meetings with individual prisoners during the year. A local NGO, the

Association for Peacs, Justice, and Democracy, which documents prison conditions in the country and

monitors the application of due process laws, requested meetings with specific prisoners but was denied

permission for such visits. Unlike in the previous year, the Govede members of this local NGO to

visit prisoners; the Government allowed the visits after prisoners si and the NGO published a petition

requesting the visits (see Seclion 4).

It was unknown whether UNITA prisons exist or what their conditions were; however, extensive testimony from
defectors described harsh conditions of confinement and summary executions.

d. Arbitrary Amest, Detention, or Exile

Arbitrary arrest and detention are serious ing problems, and persons were denied due process. Under the
law, a person caught in the act of committing a may be amested and detained immediately. Otherwise,
the law requires that a judge or a provincial magistrale issue an arrest wamant. Arrest warrants also may be
signed by members of the judicial police and confirmed within 5 days by a magistrate. The Constitution
provides for the right to prompt judicial determination of the iegality of the detention. Provisions for bail exist in
the law, Under the law, the prosecution and defense have 90 days before a trial to prepare their case, although
both sides generally have the right to request an extension of this deadline under extenualing circumstances.
The Constitution also provides prisoners with the right to receive visits by family members; however, such
Aghts frequently are ignored in practice. The Gaovemment continued o pay increased attention to the rights of
prsoners during the year; however, there was no substantial change in practice by year's end because of a
scarcity of personnel and resources and a lack of official determination to ensure these rights. Although the
Ministry of Justice (s nominally in charge of the prison system, the Ministry of the Interior and the secur

forces continued to arrest and detain persons systematically, arbitrarily, and secretly for all categories o
crimes and for Indefinite periods, often with no apparent intent to bring the detainees to trial.

Under the criminal law a person may not be held for more than 135 days without trial, The National Secunty
Law provides for a maximum of 180 days of preventive detention, Preventive detention is allowed when an
individual is caught in the act of oommi&hg a crime punishable by a prison sentence or is caught preparing to
commit such a crime. In practice laws regarding preventive detention frequently are ignored, Partly in response
to intemational criticism of abuses of preventive detention, the Govemment promulgated an amnesty faw in
2000 that includes national security crimes, defamation, military crimes, and most common crimes (see
Section 1..). The release of thousands of pelty criminals as a result of the law eliminated th s of cases
from court dockets: however, problems with preventive detention persisted.

Court cases often become backlogged in judges’ offices. In Luanda for example, 5 judges are responsible for
an estimated 900 cases each year, There are only 187 magisirates lo handle cases throughout the country;
the Atlomey General has recommended a total of at least 500 magistrates to handle the country’s cases. Al
ggar‘s end, more than 90 nt of inmates in Luanda were awaiting trial, and it was believed that more than

percent of inmates n: ally were awailing trial. Delays of 2 or 3 years are common. Poor communication
between the various authorities also leads to prolonged detention.

On June 30, police arrested and detained for 72 hours 18 persons during a violen! confrontation between
police and residents of Boa Visla who were protesting their eviction; the detainees were released, after a judge
ruled that there was insufficient evidence to prosecute the case (see Sections 1.a., 1.¢., and 1.1.).

On January 24, police arrested four members of a small opposition party who were protesting in front of the
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patace. They were charged with civil disobediance: they wera released on January 30 aftera
udge dismissed the charges (see Section 2.b.).

in July police detained human lsactMstRafae!MarqueshrapmxImts!ydhomwhanhevisitedZam
Calombo, the relocation center removsdresidan\sofﬂoaVista.Theresidentswemmﬂctedbyme
Government for an urban renewal ject (see Section 1.1.). The police did not inform Margues of the reason
for his detention.

Um&smmeprevlousyear.meeovemmammdnolamstanddm umalists on charges of siander,
defamation, and crimes against the security of the State (see Section a.)

In February 2000, police disrupted several demonstrations; they arrested and detained protestors, and later
released them (see Section 2.b.).

The Government holds an unknown number of suspected UNITA officials and supporters in areas where it
ined contral. In years, the Govermnment accused these persons of llegal weapons possession of
laboration with UNITA, although formal charges rar:g were filed. However, the Goyemment improved its
liance with the law, and there were no documented cases of further detentions of suspected UNITA
officials and supporters during the year.

There continued to be reports that UNITA kidnaped and detained persons primarily from rural areas. The
number of such persons is unknown.

There wg;e reports that local police detained UNITA-Renovada members in Uige and Kwanza Norte (see
Section 3).

The Lusaka Protocol provides for the release, under ICRC auspices, of persons detained for war-related
reasons. Neither the Government nor UNITA reguiarly notified the ICRC or any other institution that it had
POW's in custody; however, the FAA cooperated with the ICRC in the Benguela and Huambo provinces during
the year. On February 5, the ICRC for the first time oblained private interviews with 18 UNITA delainees al the
FAA operational headquarters in Catumbela outside of Lobito, Between 10,000 and 15,000 UNITA soldiers
have surrendered or been captured; most of them either entered the FAA or were released by the Govemment
and piaced in IDP camps. There was no further information on these UNITA soldiers by year's end.

The Govemment did not uss forced exile as a form of punishment. Some UNITA members claimed that they
went into self-imposed exile because the Govemment threatened their lives.

e. Denial of Fair Public Trial

The Constitution provides for an independent judiciary; however, the judiciary, where it functions, is not
independent of the Prasident and the MPLA, and political pressure from the presidency affected the outcome
of cases. In practice the judicial system tacked the means, exparience, tralnir:g. and political backing to assert
its indepandence from the President and the ruling MPLA party. The President has strong appointive powers,
including the power to appoint Supreme Court lus?loes without confirmation by the National Assembly. The
judicial system largely was destroyed during the civil war and did not function in large areas of the country. In
many cases, police beal and then released detainees rather than make any effort to prepare a formal court
case.

The court system consists of the Supreme Court at the appellate feve! plus municipal and provincial courts of
original jurisdiction under the naminal authority of the Supreme Court. The Supreme Court serves as the
anpellate division for questions of law and A Constitutional Court provided for in the 1991 Constitution had
not been established by s end; the Constitution provides for judicial review of constitutional issues by the
Supreme Court until the nal Court Is established after a new constitution is promulgated. There are
lang delays for trials at the Supreme Court level.

Trials for political and security crimes are supposed 10 be handlad exclusively by the Supreme Court; however,
there were no known cases of such trials.

The Gonstitution provides defendants with the presumption of innocence, the ri?ht to a defense, and the right
to appeal. Legal reform in 1991 established the right to public trials, a system of bail, and recognized the
accused's right to counsel; howaver, the Govemment does not respect these rights in practice. The lack of
trained attomeys in remote parts of the country has forcad defendants in such areas as Lunda Sul and Moxico
to defend themselves during trials. Trials are open to the public; however, each court has the discretion (o
close proceadings arbitrarily. Dafendants do not have the right to confront their accusers. Judges usually are
lay persons, not licensed lawyers. The judge and two lay persons elected by the full court act as the jury. In
January a c research institule co ted a survey with the Attorney General's office in which &
percent of the survey population reported a lack of confi In government institutions o protect their nghts.

In Navember the Amnesty Law went into effect. Under the law, any person could make a voluntary request for
amnesty for national security crimes, defamation, military crimes, and common crimes. Tha law provided for a
90-day period, which began upon enactment, during an individual was allowed to request amnesty.
Application of the law by the Govemment was arbitrary and uneven during the year; however, thousands of
petly criminals were released during the year (see Section 1.d.).
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Inﬂsepast.UNl‘l’Aesbbllshedanoninalmﬂﬁaryanddvmancoudsystamintenimdesmdernsoonmland
ciahnadmautscwnCodelsequlva!enttomaPomguesecwﬂCodeuwdbytheeovermnom.;however.them ‘
was no indication that UNITA maintained this system d the year. The areas under UNITA's control

diminished lo isolated pockets that com approximately 5 percent of the country, and unconfirmed reports

during the year indicated that strict al law applies in those areas.

Thers were reporis that the Govemment holds political fdsoners; however, the number is unknown. The
Govermment denied that it holds political prisoners and nslstedu\alpersonsconddaudbysomofclvn
society to be political prisoners are criminals.

There were numerous confirmed reporis that UNITA holds political detainees and prisoners. It is not known if
ﬂg:'s;ons detained by UNITA were convicted by UNITA judicial procedure; decisions made by UNITA courts
no standing under the country’s legal system, and persons were denied due process protections.

f. Arbitrary Interference with Privacy, Family, Home or Comespondence

The Government infringed on citizens' privacg{b hts. The Government maintained a sophisticated security
apparatus dedicated to the surveillance, mon n? and wiretapping of certain groups, inciuding opposition
party leaders, journalists, members of the National Assembly and foreign diplomats. Legal requ rements for
search wamants routinely are disregarded (see Section 2.a.).

There were raports that army units engaged in a scorched earth policy during the year, buming and
killing civilians duﬂn‘?'eommter y operations (see Section 1.g.). Govemment forces reportedly
a ed women In their homes,

, while they were working in the fields, near military camps, and during
saarches of homes (see Sections 1.¢., 1.g., and 5). In May four soldiers were arrested in Namibia for .
threatening to bum down the home of a young woman who refused to let them into her home. There was no

further information available on the case by year's end.

On June 30, the Govemment began 000 Tamilies from their homes in the Boa Vista neighborhood
in Luanda as of an urban renewal project; a number of persons were killed, injured, or amrested during the
confrontation police and residents of the neighborhood (see Sections 1.2., 1.c., and 1.d.). The

Government did not provide 8 days notice or compensation for those who held title to their homes, as required
by law. The Governmen! began razing homes without viding adequate shelter and resou for those who
were evicted. The residents were relocated to Zangu-&olombo. an isolated camp 40 miles from Luanda, which
effectively denied them access to employment and other services, inciuding public transportation, in the capital
(see Section 2.d.). The Government prevented journalists from reporting on the camp (see Section 2.a.).

To enforce laws on mandatory military service, the armed forces and police conducted forced con
drives in many of the areas under the control of the Govemment, including Luanda, in which some children
may have been recruited. Under the law, military service is obligatory, but recruitment targeted poor
communities and unemployed young men. Persons who could prove that they had jobs usually were released,
and those with financial means could ase an exemption from the armed forces. There were credible
mls that persons working for NGO's were targeted for forced recruitment; however, they usually were

sed after their employers Intervened with the Govermment (see Section 4). The Govemment denied that
forced recruiling was taking piace; however, there were credible reports that it occurred in the interior of the
country and that it i in areas where there was more intensive military activity and in the latter part of
the year. There were reports of forced conscription in Luanda by the police and military; however, the
Govemment denied the reports. There were reports during the year of the forced recrultment of soldiers in
Uige; however, it appeared that this was an action by the military o retum soldiers to duty who had fled their ‘
barracks. In at least one instance, an individual was taken to the barracks and then released when officials
discoverad he was not in the military. Church groups, civil society institutions, and forelgn embassiss
continued to protest the manner of conscription. In November and December, the Ministry of Defense initiated
a highly pub ized conscription campak};;to recruit 15,000 persons into the FAA. The pu of the
tszampaagg)is {o better organize the registration of recruils and eliminate the recruitment of juveniles (see

In July 2000, the local govemment in Kwanza Norte evicted journalist Isidoro Natalicio from his home on the
grounds that his work for independent and international radio stations violated his lease (see Section 2.8.).

There were no developments in the June 2000 case in which armed individuals dressed as security forces
visited the Voice of America (VOA) offices and demanded the addresses of the homes of several independent
media correspondents.

UN% forces reportedly looted and destroyed private propery while replenishing their supplies of food and
medicine,

UNITA continued to conscript forcibly civilians, inciuding children, for military duty (see Section 1.49.)
g. Use of Excessive Force and Violations of Humanitarian Law in Intemal Conflicts

Military operations by both the Government and UNITA continued to result in numerous human rights .
violations. The Govemment and UNITA continue to use an nel landmines to strengthen defensive
positions and, in the case of UNITA, to prevent residents within its own areas from fleeing to govemment-held
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reas (see Section 2.d. .Largearsashavebeenmnineddnmthemmmpﬁmofﬁghu in 1999, mostly by
?JNITI{. Mlm‘:?lad&s)hm resulted in indiscriminate and sumimary kiltings, torture, s, destruction of

Qropoﬂy. an (see Sections 1.a., 1.b., and 1.c.). The
wanza Norte, Malangs, Ble, agg Moxico, :&mough UNIT. also increased raids on or near the coastal areas.
on

ThemwaempocﬁﬁwlFMoﬁwsuwmmOMMmmuyconUnuedtommnandharasshumaniladan
workers. There were reports that army units engaged in a scorched earth policy, buming villages and Killing
civilians. Human Rights Watch astimated humanitarian aid reached 10-15 percent of the country.

The unstable sewdz:iummn in the interior of the country impeded relief workers from carying out their
duties. Reports of FAA and police harassment of NGO workers significan decreased during the year afler
U.N. civit-military officers were assigned to FAA units; however, there continued to be reports of such
harassment, particularty in Matange, Bie, and Kwanza Norte. Humanitarian workers wers harassed and
threatened by local F. fauesinvadompmﬂmesmmughoulmeommw.mu\anstsemmmddqms
occurring in Malange (see Section 4). Some organizations reported incidents of harassment to local police that
wbseqwnWmimsﬂgabdandhmmesm&eswd:hwm.megmemlpawmnofNGo
harassment continued (see Section 4). NGO's mm greater ability in havln?wmeir complaints of abuses
addressed by the Govemment when the military who were responsible for the abuses were

locally; It was more difficult to hold military forces in transil accountable for such actions.

On July 26, national police shot al an NGO vehicle after the driver refused to transport them to Malange city,
no injuries or deaths were reported in the incident. On July 30, 25 FAA soldiers threatened 2 NGO employees
andobstmctedﬂwirpahaﬁermeamployeesrehmedto {ake them to Malange. Also oa July 30, members of
the Rapid Intervention Police (P!Rzapolnled a gun at an NGO driver and forced the driver to provide them with
transportation. On August 2 in Malange, PIR officers threatened NGO workers with bayonets in an effort to get
u-anspottandstolslhegoodamatmeNGOWOmersweredistﬁbuﬁng after they refused to transport the PIR
officers. In August there was a report thal some FAA soldiers shot thelr weapons Indiscriminately during an
argument with a civilian driver of another vehicle. No reported action was taken against the FAA soldiers
involved in thesa incidents.

On June 5, a World Food Program (WFP) alrglane was hit by ground fire but landed safely; it was unknown
who shot the plane by year's end. On June 1 _two WEP airplanes that were marked with U.N. insignia were
forced to make ememylandl s after they were shot at by a missile fired from Kuito; obsarvers believed
that the misslie was UNITA forces because of the isolated, rural location of the incident. WFP
subsequently suspended food aid to Kulto temporarily,

The Govemment continued lo use forced conscription (see Section 1.1.).

in May 2000, the U.N. estimated that as many as 7 million landmines have been taid in the country, and new
landmines were faid during the year. There were numerous injuries and deaths resuiting fram landmine

explosions. Various NGO's pa in landmine clearance operations during the year, and the Government
implemented a Mine Action Plan. Nationa! Institute for the Ramoval of Explosive Obstacles and Devices, a
governmant reporied in 2000 that 100 persons were killed and 327 wera injured by landmine

explosions dm first half of 2000; most of the incidents accurred in areas that had been mined by UNITA,
Updated statistics were not avallable by vear's end. On March 1, at least 20 persons were killed and 27 were
infured when the truck they were riding in drove over an anti-tank mine on the road between Mungo and
Huambo. On August 10, approximately 250 persons, mostly civilians, were killed after 8 UNITA landmine near
Zenza do ltumbe, Kwanza Norte province, exploded under a passenger lrain; there were reports that UNITA
forces shot passengers who wers fieeing the wreckage of the train, UNITA later acknowledged responsibility
for the attack. In May the director of an NGO was killed when her vehicle hit a landmine in an area that recently
had bean mined by govemment troops near Huambo. Since December 1999, more than 100 persons have
been killed by mines laid by both FAA and UNITA forces in the Kavango and Westarn Caprivi regions of
Namibia (see Sections 1.c. and 2.d.). At the end of September, the Govemment reported that more than 130
persons had been killed or injured by landmines in Namibia.

There were credible reports that military forces and local leaders increasingly displaced civilians forcibly during
the year as part of the military’s counterinsurgency strategy; the Govemment failed to provide these IDP's with

adequate shelter and aid (see Sections 1.f. and 2.d.). For example, in July the FAA forcibly relocated the entire
population of a village in Moxico to Luena with only 1-hour notice before the rejocation.

The number of IDP's continued to increase during the year (see Section 2.d.).

Reports that government forces rapad women in the central h‘?hlands increased during the year; rapes by
2 emngagr)!l rces were reported most commonly in the Bie, uambo, and Uige provinces (see Sections 1.c.,
., a 5

UNITA forces muum:l{ viotated citizens’ rights in pursuit of n&litag objectives, UNITA use of guerilla tactics
during attacks against civilian tions resulted In hundreds of casualties. There were continued reports of
deaths resulting from UNITA attacks on villages throughout the country and executions of suspected
government sl:11pponsrs UNITA forces (see Section 1.a.). The Govemnment attributed the discovery of mass

graves to UNITA aclions see Section 1.a.). Security forces failed to respond promp to attacks on civilians,
whid\oontributedlocivﬂlandeamsandlossofpmpeny.Forexamp!e.onApnl 15, Q%WAforceskmedsevan

http://www.state. gov/g/drl/rls/hrrpt/2001/af/8217.htm 15-03-2002



Angola Side 10 at'19

after attacked Dombe-Grande in Benguela vince and looted a warehouse holding relief
bt oflwmltaﬁanomanizaﬂms(seem1.b..AnerUNlTAforeesauxd(edCaxﬁoonMay5.
sew!ityfomesddmtarﬁvebm!stdvlﬂmmﬁlsev«dhoumaﬂnrmemmtwdﬁadmewwn.lnMay11 .
civilians were killed and 17 were in| redwhenUNrTAanadmdamnucialoonvoymmemdbemm
Huambo and Kuito (see Seclions .a., 1,c.,and 2.d.). On May 5, UNlTMmcesklledapproxtmatelg 100
pemnsmumeyanackedmetownowmdtoandmwodfoodsmm;UNWAfomesalso!oroed 1 children to
carry the stolen mdsmnofmwm:mmwmmmmmmmmpuumed
intemational .anMay21.UNfTAansdedmemnofGohmgoNto.kﬂﬂnganqmdnganunknmnmzbef
of civilians. Government blamed UNITAforkl!llngsevmpecsomandtortmngandnuﬂaﬁnga
Pomguesetruckownerdud aJmeaMonﬁnirvehldesouﬁmslolMdtyof uela. In late Juns,
UNITA attacked the town of and killed an unknown number of civilians. In a series UNITA attacks in
Apiil and . near Dombe Grande, approximately 12 persons were killed, and there was an unconfirmed
report that 30 children were abducted during the attacks.

UNITA forces kidnaped civilians, including children, during raids on villages (see Section 1.b.).

In August UNITA claimed ity for an 10 attack on a passenger train transporting
500 civilians 80 miles southeast of Luanda near Zenza do ltumbe. More than 250 persons were
Iedwl\enmeualnhilala;mm&hatmerebelshadlaldonmemwhichexploded.andUNlTAsoidiocs
shot and killed civifians as they ran from the train (see Section 2.d.). On August 31 near Cacolo, UNITA
reportedly killed 53 in an attack on a bus. On September 30, there was an unconfirmed report that
at least 15 persons were ki during a UNITA attack on a |age in Bie province.

There were unconfirmed reports that UNITA rebels targetad for killings and other abuses cilizen NGO
employees in the country, using their darker skin color as the primary means of distinguishing them.

UNITA carried out forced racrultin%. including of children, throughout all of the country’s disputed territog\. .
Recruits were taken to isolated military camps and subjected to psychological stress and extreme hardships;

those who attempted to desert were executed. Women, many as young as 13 years of age, were recrul

forcibly to serve as porters and camp followers, and reporis of sexual assault were widespread and cradible.

UNITA and the segamﬁsl group FLEC-FAC killed foreign nationals. FLEC-FAC forcas lortured and killed
civilians in the Cabinda region (see Section 1.a.).

Section 2 Respect for Civil Liberties, Including:
a. Freedom of Speech and Press

The Canstitution provides for freedom of expression and of the press and specifically provides that the media
cannot be subject to ideological, pofitical, or artistic censorship; however, the Government does not always
respect this right in practice. Since April 2000, the Govemment has increased incrementaily media freedom;
howevar, joumalists were to harassment and surveillance. Unlike In the previous year, the
Govemnment did not detain for up to several months journalists; however, it continued fo place under
investigation journalists who reported on sensitive issues, lncludivrak%enimary operations, government corruption,
and UNITA, especially Jonas Savimbi. There was increasing pri media attention to comruption, economic
mismanagement, opposition politics. Journalists that they exercise self-cansorship when
reporting on the military situation, internal security, or other y sensitive matters.

Defamation against the President or his representatives is a criminal offense, punishable with Imprisonment or .
fines. There is no truth defense to defamation charges; the only allowable defense is (o show that the accused
did not produce the actual wriling alleged to have caused harm. Unlike in the previous year, there were no
reporis that joumnalists were ch, with defamation during the year. Charges of dafamation against Gilberto
Neto. a joumalist for the ind ent Folha B, were dropped in 1999; however, he was prohibited from

traveling outside of the coun dumme on the basis of the charge. Neto was arrested and Interrogated
on July 7, and his documenta equipment was confiscated. During the year, Rafael Marques, a director
for the international NGO Open Society and an occasional commentator in the independent media, was
granted amnesty from defamation charges under the new law (see Section 1.e.). In January 2000, he was
arrested and detained for a July 1999 article crilical of President Dos Santos; he was released on bail after 45
da{: o?jfggfmnﬁve detention. His trial for defamation of the President in March 2000 was closed to the public
{al members of the Bar Association could observe); the judge refused to allow Marques's lawyer o
present evidence regarding the truth of what Marques wrota, “8!!]“89 was convicted and given a suspended
sentence of 6 months, the maximum under the law, as well as a lav%: fine. In April 2000, police again
interrogated Rafael Marques after he wrote an article thal criticized the Government for the reinstitution of the
military (:;a&%dl? Nz%\a%mbef 1989, Isidoro Natalicio was convicted of defamation, He appealed the decision and
was acq n .

A draft press law was introduced in the National Assembly in 2000. The draft was criticized widely for not
allowing the expansion of political and discussion and for increasing the criminal panalties for
defamation. The Committee to Protect Journalists (CPJ) recommended the withdrawal of the draft law, In
Oclober the Government suspended the drafting process, withdrew its drafl, and announced its intention to
appoint a commiltee consisting of both government and nangovernment representatives to reconsider the
drafting process; however, no further action was taken by year's end.

The majority of the media |s state-run and caries very littie criticism of the Govemment; however, the .
Govemment has tolerated progressively more criticism of its policies and actions in the indepandent media.
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There are five private weekly ummwdmbmlnmmmndsammmmmmmnsof
mousands.Acommitﬁaeoomgooed MmemmofSodalcommMon.mospokmmofW .
ammmmdmmmdaugammmpwcyw .The s
secrelary alaohm:umstheooruerﬂandmneofstato-runmadlsmp ng. The ment used its
controd of medtatoengwemapmpagandawmpalgnagahszlTA.lndudhgmconﬁnned ons of
UNITA massacres, as a means of | local and international opinion. The state press oiten
criticizes i nt joumalists and ieaders, but has li access for these jounalists to
respond. For example, the official daily omal de mmsad!npmﬁmmmponseofvwlllmmnet.
aditor of the independent weekly Folha 8. In August e Jomnal de Angola refused to publish the response of
Reglnaldodasnva.alocalBBCoonespondent.loacwsaﬁmofbaasmstmeGovemment

Provincial govermments, arly in Malan?e and Kwanza Norte, limited press freedom and harassed
independent joumalists the year. Local authorities also somstimes prohibited independent jounalists
from traveling to the provinces during the year.

The news ban on war coverage that was instituted in 1999 remained effective; however, the strong
dboouragdm aniofnegaﬁvenewscoveraga by the Government that occurred in 1999 continued to decrease
year,

The Government discouraged potential advertisers from buying adverfising space in independent newspapers,
which threatened their financial viability.

The Govemment continued to inlimidate and threaten joumalists into practicing self-censorship. There were
reports that the Government paid joumnalists to publish progovernment stories.

The Government continued to harass, arrest, and detain journalists on s of slander, and crimes against
the security of the State during the year; however, such incidents decreased during the year. Journalists who
received amnesty under the new law were nol informed officially of their status for defamation and other
chages. if the defendant is not informed officially of his or her amnesly status, the charges or the conviction
pending against him or her remains valid.

In November govemnment authorities threatened Wiliam Tonet, an independent journalist and editor, and his
informant to reveal their sources for a story that exposed scandal in the Ministry of the Interior; no further
govemment action was taken by year's end.

In July in Malanje, police confiscated the material and ris of a journalist for the independent weekly Folha
8 from his home without a warrant; his materials were retumed a few days later but his reports remained in
police custody al year's end. )

In July authorities threalened nine alists in N'datatando, Kwanza Norte province, because of high-lavel
contacts they maintained with UNITA-Renovada.

In December 1999, in Kwanza Norte province, police arrested and detained Andre Mussamo, correspondent
for Angolan National Radio and contributor to olha 8, for a “violation of a state secret.” In May 2000, the
charges were dropped when it was shown that Mussamo had not published any material from a secret
document; however, the person who provided Mussamo with the document was convicted. The Union of
Angolan Journalists criticized the Govemment's actions In the Mussamo case.

There also are five commercial radio stations including the Catholic Radio Ecclesia, and Radio Lac Luanda,
which openly criticized aspects of government policies and highlighted poor socioeconomic conditions. On July
9, Radio Ecclesia suspended its regular ing for 2 days to protest against edilorial interference by the
Government. The station managers reported thal the radio was under political prassure to modify coverage of
opposition aclivities and broader issues that the ?ovammont had criticized as sympathetic to UNITA.
The station's general manager subsequently den ed any political pressure.

In February |salas Soares, a correspondent for VOA and Radio Ecclesia, was attacked In his home by armed
men after he reported on crime in the Malange region; the identity of the attackers remained unknown at year's
end. In ust 1999, the Government banned Soares from covering official events or reporting on military
issues in Malange. In July and August 2000, the Government continued to harass Soares, and the provincial
government seized his motorcycle, which was his only means of transport.

On Novamber 5, a Kwanza Sul judge acquitted independent radio journalist Isidoro Natalicio of charges that he
used his e home, which was rented from the Government, as a reporter's office. He had been evicted
from the in 2000 (see Section 1.£).

in July 2000, individuals claiming they represented govemment authorities kidnaped Catholic Radio Ecclesia
direcior Paulo and forced him to drive at gunpoint to the oulskirts of Luanda, whera he managed lo ascape
unhurt. The Govemnment later disctaimed responsibility for the assaull.

The Government genemlla;\i.id not restrict the activities of foreign madia, including the British Broadcasting
Corporation (BBC) and VOA; however, il continued to refuse to allow direct retransmission of their broadcasts.
Foreign joumalists must obtain authorization from the Ministry of the Interior In order o oblain access {0
overnment officials or 1o travel within the country. Media requests to travel to areas that we.e not controlled
the Govemment routinely were denled. The Govemment placed no ahnormal visa restrictions on foreign
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and allowed them freedom to nonallgipeuso(soclety.lnApdlmoGovmmnﬂorwdwee
s a C-FAC

telsvision crews, who were reporting an

forces in the bush, to leave Cabinda. In July

police prevented Associated Press (AP) and BBC journalists from reporting on Zangu-Calombo, the
relocation camp for residents who had been evicted from Boa Vista (see Section 1.1.).

UNlTAdoesnotpemltfraedomofaxpresslonhmeamasuweruscomrd.

Academic life has been

by the civil war, however, there generally is academic freedom,

circumscribed severely
and academics do not practice self-censorship. Students are permitted to speak and read freely, however,
student and all other protests remained tightly controlled by the Govemnment (see Section 2.b.).

b. Freedom of Peaceful Assembly and Association

The Constitution provides for the right of assembly; however, the Govemment strictly controls this right in
practice, although official tolerance for public protest increased. The law requires a minimum of 3 days' prior
nofice before public or private assemblies are held, and makes parﬂdeanls liable for “offenses against the

hmorandconddemﬁonduetopersonsawtootgansofso ty." Ap
routinely without Vm\sm

assemblies are granted

ons for progovemment

plicati
; however, app protest assemblies rarely are

granted. However, during the year, the Govemnment allowed at least five nonofficial public demonstrations
against government policy in Luanda, an increase from pravious years,

On January 24, 25 members of the small opposition Party for Demﬂc Su&p:d and Progress of Angola
(PADPA) staged a hunger strike in front of the presidential palace to protest lack of govemment
accountability and transparency. Police arrested four of the protesters and charged them with violating a law

that restricts demonstrations to outside 100

judge ruled that the demonstrators complied fully with the (see Section 1.d.).

In September mmvlncial government of
a

meters of the palace; they were released within 72 hours after 3 ‘

Luanda rejected the request of residents of Boa Vista for official

p n fo prolest march (see Section 1.1.). The Govemment later televised wamings against
demonstrations in Boa Vista, advising that ::X person violating the order would be punished severely. There

was no further action or incident by year's

No action reportedly was taken against members of the police who beat testers and usad excessive force
to disperse several demonstrations in February 2000, including a PADPA demonstration in front of a church in

Luanda (see Section 1.d.).

The Constitution provides for the right of association; however, the Govermnment restricts this right in praclice.
Legistation allows the Government to deny registration to private associations on security ds; however, in

practice the Govemment approves most a

cations, including those fou)olmcal parties. Democratic
S

opposition parties were pemmitted to organize and hold public meetin thout government Iinterference in
. Huila, Namibe, Mal?nge. Cabinda, and Bengo provinces. However, there were government

constraints on the operation o

The Government arbitrarily limits organized activities deemed

adverse to its interests, by re(using' ‘tu grant licenses and through other means, such as police or official
ni

harassment. During the year, the
Justice, and Democracy by not taking o

of Justice blocked the registration of the Association of Peace,

| action on its application on the basis that the organization's

monitoring and documenting prison abuses and due process violations was outside the realm of responsibility
of an NGO: however, the association continued to function at year's end.

¢. Freedom of Religion

The Consfitution provides for freedom of religion, and the Govermment generally respects this right in practice.

The Government does not require religious

groups to register. Colonial era statutes banned all non-Christian

religious groups from the country: while those statutes still exist, they are no longer enforced. in March Minister
Tiipilica announced that a colonial-era law granting civil authority to the churches Is o be put back into effect.

A Luanda Catholic FM radio station, Radio
overtly refigious programming. in Februa

Ecclesia, broadcasts weekly several hours of church services and
Radio Ecclesia began airing daily, 1 hour, short-wave broadcasts

across the entire country. State-owned television also broadcasts five Sunday moming Catholic Church

services.

Members of the clergy in government-heid areas regularly use their puipits (o criticize govemment policies.
There were unconfirmed reports that on May 1, the state radio censored remarks made by Dom Zacarias
Kamuenho, the Archbishop of Lubango, publicly criticizing both the Government and UNITA on behalf of the
Catholic Church after a UNITA raid on the town of Caxito on May 5; however, the Government permitied Dom

Zacharia's statement to be broadcast in full

on Catholic Radio Ecclesia. Church-based organizations called for

peace and dialog, particularly the ecumenical Inter-Church Committee for Peace in a (COIEPA) and the
Catholic Pro Pace movement. Clergy members aiso began to criticize the growing num of religious groups
in the Lunda provinces and in Uige. e also was growing hostility against traditional religions that involve

shamans.,

While in general UNITA permits freadom of

religion, interviews with persons who left UNITA-controlied areas .

reveal that the clergy does not enjoy the right to criticize UNITA policies.
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in Jan 1999, unknown gunmen killed Father Albino Saluaco, a Catholic parish priest, and two catechistis in
a town in pmvhcoowanbomalwaaunderUNﬂAmmtaryooquaﬁon.Nogrouphasdalmed
responsibility for the incident.

d. Freedom of Movement Within the Country, Foreign Travel, Emigration, and Repatriation

The Constitution provides for freedom of movement and residence, and freedom of exit from and entry into the

couniry; however, the Govemment does not these rights in practice. A network of govemment security
n%snvng?hommecounwmmm the right to travel. Such serve also as the
principal source income for many of the country's security service personnel. at checkpolnts is

routine in the center of Luanda an pervasive on major commercial routes. Police routinely harassed refugees
at checkpaints (see Section 1.c.). The Govemment rouﬂnel‘mcuts off access to areas of the country that are
deemed Insecure or beyond the administrative authority of the State. Insecurity prevented persons from_

ng e(?oom; during the year (see Section 1.9.). General insecurity, poor infrastructure, and landmines
| bited the free movement of persons throughout the country.

There were some reports that the MPLA attempted to restrict the ability of opposition deputies to travel within
the counlry.

There were reports that follce and army members obstructed the movement of NGO's in the country (see
Sections 1.c., 1.g., and 4),

Landmines are a ma)o&medimm to freedom of movement. UNITA used landmines primarily on roads and
trails to di transp on, and to control village populations. Govemment mining generally was confined to
strategic ns around towns for defensive purposes, and 2ovemmam use of landmines reportedly
declined during the year. There are an estimated 7 million landmines deployed throughout the country. Fear of
injury and death from landmines effectively imprisoned and impo entire communities, There were
numerous deaths and injuries resulting from landmine explosions during the year (see Section 1.g.).

The Govemment S(:r:(?omrﬂy prohibited journalists who were convicted of defamation from traveling outside of
the country (see on 2.3.). Foreign journalists must obtain autharization from the Ministry of the Interior in

order lo obtain access to govermment officials or to travel within the country. Media requests to travel lo areas
that were not controlled by the Govemment were routinely denied. .

The Govemment did not place restrictions on emigration and repatriation; however, there were some reports
that immigration officials harassed and extorted money from foreign businessmen.

The number of IDP's continued lo increase during the year; nowaver, the exact number of IDP's is unknown
because of conﬁnuir:&hsocuﬁty. Between January and August, there were approximaleiéaoo.ooo new IOP's
in the country. According to the U.N. Office for the Coordination of Humanitanan Affalrss CHA), more than 3
million 1DP's have been reported since the resumplion of the confiict in 1998; approximately 1.8 million IDP's
have been identified. In 2000 the Ministry of Assistance and Social Re-Insertion (MINARS) estimated that
there were 3,800,00 war-affected persons in the counlry, In 2000 the U.N. reported that there were 1,480,942
confirmed |DP's and a total of 2,299,314 reported IDP's in the countgg.‘Ma IDP's are ratumed s from
neighboring countries who were reintegrated into the country from 1 to 1998. The majority of registered
IDP's were located in Bie, Huambo, and Malan?e provinces in the interior of the country. IDP's who amrived
from UNITA-controlled areas dispiayed signs © abuse and savere malnutrition. MINARS has primary
_rwponslb&lty for IDP’s and implemented housing and resettiement programs; however, these efforts remained
inadequate.

According to the Govemment, there are 120 IDP camps in the country, 35 of which were remole from urban
centers, and there is a lack of adequate water supp‘!‘r in these areas. IDP’s frequently were harassed in camps.
For example, there was a credible report that in Ap) , the coordinator for the Mussende Ca in Viana insisted
that camp residents pas‘f,or water. In some can:rs. IDP's are required to contribute fabor, a coordinators
occasionally required IDP's to pay for the male als that go into bricks for constructing structures in the camps.
There also were reports that the camp coordinator threatenad to deny food aid to camp residents who refused
1o pay for their water, There wera instances in which police officers and soldiers harassed |DP's, and IDP's
were denied humanitarian assistance due to the misappropristion bz;the authorities who were stealing
supplies. IDP's were conscripted forcibly in both government and UNITA controlled areas (see Section 1.£).
There also have been reports of male IDP's beinaoforced by authorities to leave IDP ca and retum to their
s of origin. However, the IDP's overall situation improved during the year. In November 2000, the U.N.

h Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) new |DP assistance rams and provided protection and
mgg zln three northem provinces during the year. The UNHCR IDP assistance program was scheduled to
n .
On January 5, the Government passed a decree that s the provinces responsibility for IDP resettiement.

It specifies a minimum amount of cultivable land for each family, provides for freedom from landminas and
provisions for health centers, schools, water, drainage, equipment, and farm supplies, and it Includes
requirements for coordination between the provinces and traditional authorities.

The govemor of Mala rovince reportedly moved dlsﬂacsd ulations that were suspected of
sympathizing with UN'I‘?: to villages that were located in the pg‘!)hpof rebel attacks. Provincial
govemments in the country at times relocated IDP's to areas with security ems. There were credible
reports that military forces and local leaders increased the forcible displacement of clvilians during the year as
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of the military’s counterinsurgency ;meovementfanedtoprovidemmpopmauonswm )
ganmmwwmw(mmm«m
Jummmmmaummmmmmmmams. continued to reside
at the camp, which was intended to become their nent residence, at year's end (see Section 1.1.). In July
the FAA forcibly relocated ihe entire population o aviﬂmehMoxicotoLuemMﬂ\onyMoufpnomoﬁce.
ManyIDP'swemmovedﬁomhnsitcarmsandurbanwamhouseswihpoorqondﬂbmmnnl.sefesecudty
amas.andpruvidedwimhomos.srmnlandpamels.mdlcalcam.andeducauonbyﬂ\esovemmmtu.n
agencies, and NGO'’s.

to UNHCR, more than 400,000 citizens have sought refugee status in neighboring countries since
the conflict began. The largest numbers of an refugees are in the DRC, where 180, refugees resided
and in Zambia, where 210,000 were located alt year's end. Throughout the year, new Angolan
refugees continued to fiee to the DRC, Zambia, and Namibia, Access to the DRC and Zambia was unhindered;
however, the closure of Namibia's border with the country prevented some refugees from gaining asylum in

Namibia,
in ustmommanmnremgmm returmed from the Repubiic of Congo to Cabinda under
UNHCR auspices. In 2000, the UNHCR reparted that between 15,000 and 18,000 citizens gathered

near the border with the DRC; they remained near the border at year's end. Thousands of citizens reportedly
crossed into Namibia during the year, although there were unconfirmed reports that some refugees were
denied entry into Namibia early in the year.

The law provides for the granting of refugee and asylee status in accordance with the 1851 U.N. Convention

Retating to the Status of Refugees and its 1867 Protocol, The Govamment cooperates with the UNHCR and

other human rights o)manlzauons in assisting refugees. According to the UNHCR, the Govemment provides

first asylum to appro tely 12,000 refugees from the DRC. An eligibility committee to avaiuate asylum claims

meels regularly to evaluate asylum requests. .

There were no reports of the forced retum of persons to a country where they feared persecution.
Section 3 Respect for Political Rights: The Right of Citizens to Change Their Government

The Constitution provides all adult citizens with the right to choose the President of the lic and deputies
in the 220-seal National Assembly by secret ballot in direct multiparty elections; however, i practice citizens
have no effective means to change their goverment. The Lusaka Protocol established the mechanism for
returning the country to an electoral calendar. The Constitutional Committee of the National Assembly
continued fo work on a new constitution and a new electoral law; however, the ‘gggass was not completed by
year's end. During the year, progress on constitutional reform was blocked by lock between the
opposition and the ruling MPLA party in the National Assembly. The Govemment stated its intention to hold
elections by year's end, but later postponed them untl 2003.

The President is elected by absolute majority. If no candidate wins such a majorily, a runoff must take place
betweean the two candidates with the mast votes, OF the 220 deputies in the National Assembly, 130 are
slected on a national ballot, and 90 are slected to represent the agrmrim:es. The Electoral Law also calls for the

alection of three additional deputies 1o represent citizens living abroad; however, those positions were not filled
in the 19982 elections.

Ruling power is concentrated in the Prasident and other members of the Council of Ministers, which
the President exercises executive power. The Council can enact decree-laws, decrees, and resolutions, .
thereby controliing most functions normally associated with the legistative branch. Although the Constitution
establishes the position of Prime Minister, the President dismi the Prime Minister dunng the MPLA Party
Conaress at the end of 1998, assumed the position himself by decree, and continued to hold the position at
K‘ea s end. The National Assembly has, since its inception, served as a rubber stamp for the Council of

inisters. However, with ggposiﬁon holding approximately 43 percent of National Assembly seats,
substantive debales imes took place on issues such as the peace process, the Govemment's budgeling
mﬁﬁes and accountability, and constitutional reform. During the year, regutar parfiamentary sessions were

according to an annual schedule.

The 1992 elections were the first multiparty democratic elections in the country’s history; they wera conducled
with U.N. supervision and financial support. MPLA president Jose Edardo Dos Santos won a plurality of votes
cast in the presidential election (49 percent), and UNITA leader Jonas Savimbi finished second (40 percent).
Although local and intemational observers declared the election to be generally free and fair called on
UNITA to accept the results, UNITA claimed that the elections were fraudulent, rejected the resulls, and
retumed the country to civil war. The runoff election between Dos Santos and Savimbl was never held. The
Lusaka Protocol stated that it would take place following a U.N. determination that requisite conditions exist.
The National Assembly voted in June 1999 to cancel the runolf election, pending a determination that
conditions are appropriate for a new election.

In 1997 UNITA and 10 smaller jon parties joined the ruling MPLA in a govemment of national unity and
reconciliation. In 1998 UNITA Is assumed 4 ministerial 7 vice-ministerial positions, and 70 UNITA

deputies took their seats. UNITA govemnors, vice govemors, and local administrators were nominated, bul

remaining positions were filed by members of a splinter UNITA ., UNITA-Renovada, which is nized
andasszszedwmesovemmgzmuaﬁondAmmuymm%awmmfusmm.a aring .
him to be the leade: fofmelargestoppositbng:nyandpmvidnghknvﬁmsmwlrwdemesanda

bodyguard conhzg:gt of 400 personnel. The National Assembly revoked Savimbi's status in 1998 for

abrogating his d under the Lusaka Protocol. In 1999 the Government declared Savimbi a war criminal and
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lssuedawamm{orhisamstﬂ\ewanammnedwuandhgatyearsend.

Dmingmayeaf.lheMlnlsu'yd.lusﬂcelauncmdaprogmtolssuenewidenﬁtycardstoct&zenstorvoter
registration purposes.

were not particularly after increased
UNITA military activity. For exampie, after a series of UNITA attacks, members of UNITA-Renovada in Uige
wentlntohbdlngbeeauaeoﬂearofrapdsalsfmmmaml population. There also were reports that members
ofmeMPLAbodaﬂddewumTA-Ramvada mambers whom they aowsedofsupporm? Savimbi u\gge
and Kwanza Norte. In August authorities detained seven MPLA members in Lubango, Huila, for invading
vandalizing UNITA-Renovada's municipal office.

Thepemenmgeofwomenlngovemmmorpoliﬁcsdoesnotconaspondtnmeirpememaa,eofmapopmadon;
hwm.mmmnobgalmmmmempaﬂonofwomhnwpdmsmcass. omen occupy 10 of
%3 oﬁhlnet positions, 35 of 220 seats in the National Assembly, and none of the 9 places on the Supremsa

Saction 4 Govemmental Attitudes Regarding International and Nongovemmental Investigation of Alleged
Violations of Human Rights

The Govemment does not prohibit inde ndent investigations of its human rights abuses; however, it fails to
cooperate and often uses security conditions as a false justification to deny access to affected areas.

There were more than 120 registered NGO's operating in the country; approximately 45 were domestic NGO's.
Local NGO's actively promoted human rights during the rear. During the year, the lnistg of Justice blocked
zhe resg&st:’stlo; t?f) the Assoclation of Peace, Justice, Democracy by failing to respond to its application
see on 2.b.).

There were reports of FAA and police harassment of NGO workers during the year. Some organizations

reported incidents of harassment to local police that subsequently were investigated and in some cases

redressed; however, the general pattem of NGO harassment continued (see Sections 1.c. and 1.1}, There

were credible reports that persons working for NGO's were targeted for forced recruitment; however, they

usuallnwere released after their intervened with the Govemnment. There were unconfirmed reporls
ITA rebels targeted citizen NGO employees in the country, using darker skin color as the primary

The Government allowed the discussion of human rights violations and problems relaun?ow the war, including
conferences by the Open Society Institute and Women's Movement for Peace and Deve pment, during the
year.

Several intemational of ations have a permanent presence in the country, including the ICRC and the
human rights division of the U.N. Unlike in the previous year, Human Rights Watch did not visit the country.

Human rights organizations were constrained by the general insecurity that existed outside the capital.

The Constitution provides for the creation of an Office of the Provider of Justice, o Ombudsman, designated
by the Nationa) Assembly for 8 4-year-lerm, lo defend citizens’ rights and fiberties. However, this office was not
established by year's end.

Section 5 Discrimination Based on Race, Sex, Religion, Disability, Language, or Social Status

Under the Constitution, ali citizens are equal before the law and enjoy the same rights and responsibiiities
regardiess of color, race, ethnicity, sex, place of birth, religion, ideology, degree o aducation, or economic or
social condition. The Govemment does not have the ability to enforce these provisions effectively.

Women

Domeslic violence against women was widespread. Credible evidence indicated that a significant rtion of
homicides was perpelrated against women, usually by spouses. The Ministry of Women and Family deals in
part with violence against women, and the Govemment continued its prolgd to reduce violence agglnst women
and improve the status of women; efforts during the year included a public education campaign. Domestic
violence is proseculted under rape and assault and battery laws. Rape is defined as a forced sexual encounter
and is punishable by up to 20 years in prison; the law treals sex with a minor as nonconsensual. However, an
inadequate judicial system obstructs investigation and prosecution of such cases. Allegations of rape by
govammenl forces in the central highlands increased during the year (see Section 1.c.). During the year, four

AA soldiers were convicted of the rape of a pregnant woman, were lried first in a military court and
sentenced to 7 years imprisonmant; 8 civil court subsequently sentenced them 1o the maximum 20 years
punishable for e offense. There were reports of rape by UNITA forces.

Sexual harassment was a problem, which has been publicized in the official media. There is no specific legal
provision regarding sexual harassment; howevar.mchcasez:canbeproseumdunderassaullandbanery
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and defamation charges.

Constitution and Family Code provide for equal hts without regard to gender; however, societal ‘
;hls?:imlnation ag:mst wom%n remained 8 protﬁb:t. ;iagrﬂ in rural areas. In addition a portion of the Civil
Code dates to colonial times and includes discriminatory sions against women in the areas of inheritance,
p sales, and participation in commercial activities. are no effective mechanisms to enforce child

laws, and women memajomyofmsponsibﬂmosm:mlslngmﬂdrm.ouetopooreoomm

conditions, an increasing num olwumengegedtnpmstnutbn.Thetamev‘desforeqwlpayforequal
work: however, in practice women rarely are lly. Soma women hold senior positions in the
armed forces (primarily in the medical }and service, but women mostly are to low-tevel

?mvﬂngpmntageofpemnswmmms.asmeywemmsuw to become victims of landmines while
oraging for food and firewood in agricultural areas. Under the law, adult women may open bank accounts,
accepl yment, and own pro| Mmoutinterferenoefrmnmelrspouses.UponlhedeamOfamlehead
of household, the widow automa is entitied to 50 percent of the estate with the remainder divided aquaily
among legitimate children.

Women increasingly were active In lobbyin for rights during the year. Rede Mulher/Angola, an association of
organizations that advocates for womeng gghts pressured the Govemment {o Increase awareness of
women's concems in the country. In October the association participated in the Intemational Women’s March
Against Poverty and Violence Against Women. The arganization addressed violence in the home and
workplace, education, and IDP probiems.

A series of national conferences on women's rights, partially funded by foreign donors, continued to call for the
Govemment to amend the Civil Code to end women's legal inequality, create a social welfare program, and
strengthen enforcement mechanisms far existing legistation.

Children .

Approximately 50 percent of the population is believed to be under the age of 15; howaver, the Govemment
paid littie attention to children’s rights and weifare. The Ministry of Education barely functioned due to a fack of
§soh?smes and corrupt administration. Privale religious, community, or corporate groups have been unable to

this vacuum.

Primary and secondary education is free and compul until the age of 14; however, students often have to
Wt additional s. Although primary education was compuisory, there were not e h

. and children 1o work to support their families. Teachers were chronically unpaid and often
demanded unof payment or bribes from students. Teachers engaged in strikes in provinces hout the
country during the year (see Section 6.a.). The net enraliment rate ofschool—age children is 40 percent;
however, while 50 percent of children 5 to 14 years of age are in school, only 30 percent of children remain in
school after grade 5. There was an 18 percent enroliment rate gap lavodnae over girts. Almost 1 million
children are estimated to be out of school, with no prospect of integrating them into the education system. Most
of the educational infrastructure was either partiafly or totally damaged and lacks basic equipment and
teachl‘l:‘gatm?tenals Oniy 42 percent of the population was fiterate, and the illiteracy rate for women is almost
twice of men.

Chiidren often were viclims in the civil war. The mortality rate for children under 5 years of age increased,

UNICEF reported a child mortality rate of 295 per 1,000 in 2000. Mainutrition a children was a problem,

UNICEF documented that during the period between 1995 and 2000, 42 percent of children under 5§ years of

e moderately were umﬁt and 14 percent severely were underweight. Government and UNITA forces '

. kidnaped, and injured ren during attacks thro:ghmn the year (see Sections 1.a,, 1.b., 1.c.. and

1.g.). Children continued to be killed and injured by landmine explosions (see Section 1. g. Acoordtna to the

Angolan National Institute for the Removal of Explosive Obstacles and Devices (INAROE ) and the U.N.

I:)eve18 lopment Fund, out of a total of 427 landmine accidents in 2000, 101 involved children under the age of

The Government took some sée‘ys to protect children's rights during the year. The Govemment publicly
criticized the kidnaping of 60 children in Caxito by UNITA in May. The Government launched an 18-month
campaign to register and identify an estimated 5 million children, many of whom were separated from their
families during the war. The campaign was designed to improve children's access to govemment services and
to offer greater protection against underage recruitment into the armed forces; the campaign continued during
the year. On August 7, the Ministry of Justice launched an 18-manth campaign to register and provide identity
papers to minors up to the age of 17 and announced that churches would be al to clvil
registration. As a result of the war and increasing numbers of IDP's, millions of persons k birth certification
and identification documents, makh'geprool of age impossible for schools, employers, and conscription. The
Govemment continued to publicize the problems of street and homeless children during the year. The
Shq'\aetmnem considers its registration program fo be 3 first step in addressing the number of homeless

ildren.

The UNICEF in 1998 estimated that there were approximately 5,000 street children in Luanda; some were
orphans or abandoned while others ran away from thelr families or government facilities that ware unable to

them. Living conditions in ment youth hostels are so poor that the majority of homeless children
p 2d to sleep on city streets. Street children shine shoes, wash cars, and camy water, but many resort 1o
m crime, b:'?ging. and prostitution in order to survive (see Section 6.d.). The govemment-sponsored ‘
onal Institute for Children was established in the late 1980's to enforce child protection, but it lacks the

capacity to work adequately with intemational NGO's. The institute reported that in a sample from Catchiungo,
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mmrdmmwmwwmmmdoubledMJ.amm2000to14.000duringmeyear.
andmatmmanmpemnko(mmmmnmﬁerﬁommm.

AnkﬂemaﬁonalNeomatwomswmma\ﬂdmed!mmdMMamsoom1.000u_»derageprosﬁmm
InLuanda.Theteamnolawsmalopedﬁcallypmhibnchud tion; however, chiid on is prohibited
by a general criminal statute. The of sexual consent is 12 , and any sexual ns with a child

undenzyearsof‘ e Is considered rape. Sexual relations a child between the ages of 12 and 17 can be

sexual “There are no laws specifically against child pomography; however, pomography is
prohibited statutorily. The Ministry of Family and Women's Affairs enforces and oversees | family courts,
and the National Instituta for to Children has daily responsibility for children’s irs.

in Jul meGovemmentbeganhoimplementadvil:egisuauoncamaigntohdmwmeadherencetolm
rnlnimyum age requlmnmtonsg‘g!atsfomi recruitment. In November and December, the Government
began a con jon focused on | compliance with age restrictions; however, ificant
numbers of children repo continued o be recruited as a result of the absence of civil registra on and the
lnabilitytoprovedahesofbir&(seesmn1.1.).Thoceoonthuedmberapomwfbmed recruitment of
children in the provinces. There were credible reports that UNITA often forcibly recruits children as young as
10yearsofagehtoitsam\odlomes(se88ecﬁonl.f.).

There are no active domestic private children's rights advocacy groups; however, several intemational
organizations advocate for children’s rights in the counlry.

Parsons with Disabilities

persons with physical disabiiities includes an estimated 80,000 disabled landmine survivors.
While there was no institutional discrimination against with disabiiities, the Government did little to
improve their physical, financial, or social conditions. There is no legislation mandatin? accessibility for
with disabilities in public or private facifities, and, in view o the degradation of the coun

S
nfrastructure and high unemployment rate, it was difficuit for persons with disabilities to find employment of
paricipate in the education system.

Indigenous People

The population includes 1 to 2 percent of Khoisan and other linguistically distinct hunter-gatherer tribes
scattared through the provinces of Namibe, Cunene, and Cuando . There is no evidence that they
suffer from discrimination or harassment, but they do not participate actively in the political or economic
life of the country, and they have no ability to influence government decisions conceming their interests.

There was a lack of adequate laws to protect the rights of traditional pastoral communities of the Ovimbundu,
Nanheca, and Ovambu, in the Cunene and Huila provinces as the Govemment attempted to clarify tand titles
in the region. Property laws inherited from the colonial era protected the power of large landholders and
threatened the existence of traditional communities. In July the Ministry of Agricultura, in conjunction with the
U.N. Food and Agricuiture Organization, began fencing off plots of land for pastoral groups in these provinces.
Associacion Leonardo Sikufinde-Shalom Angola ( SA), a Catholic organization that advocates for
indigenous people's rights, criticized the Govermnment for providing plots that were too small and for failing to
include persons most affected in govermnment planni'ﬁ; the case continued at year's end. Unlike in the previous
mt’l‘hm were no reports that some members of indigencus groups committed suicide upon loss of their

or property.

National/RaclalEthnic Minorities

evidence of systematic discrimination against them by the Government or other groups. Other important ethno-
linguistic groups include the Bakongo in the north; Kimbundu in the north-central area; and Chokwe in the far
east. The coastal population centered in Luanda and, to a lesser axient, Benguela-Lobito, predominantly
s‘f)eaks Portuguese as a first language. The Portuguese-speaking group includes a large minority of “Mesticos®
of mixed European and African ancestry and a small, white, re&lninanﬂ Portuguese-descended population.

In addition approximately 30,000 Portuguese citizens live in the country, forming the bulk of the nonre
expatriate community.

Seclion 6 Worker Righls

a. The Right of Association

The Constitution provides for the right to form and join trade unions, engage in union activities, and strike;
however, the Government does nol respect these rights consistently in practice. The Govemment dominates
the National Unicn of Angolan Workers (UNTA), which is the labor movement affiliated with the ruling MPLA
party; however, there are two independent unions, the General Center mndm and Free Labor Unions
of Angola (CGSILA) and the small Independent Union of Maritime and Workers (SIMA). The CGSILA
has a membership of approximately 50,000 members, and UNTA claims to have more than 400,000 members,
There are tensions between the two organizations. There were reports that members of the CGSILA were fired

http://www.state.gov/g/drl/rls/hrrpt/2001/af/8217.htm 15-03-2002
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The Constitution provides for the right to strike. Legislation passed in 1991 provides the legal framework for,
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SIMA strikes continued during the year, and there were spot strikes elsewhere in the counlry,

In January UNTA led generai strikes by public employees to demand an increase in the minimum wage {see
Section 6.e.). In June the Govemnment agreed lo increase the monthly public sector minimum wage from
approximately $15 (400 kwanzas) to approximately $50 (1,500 kwanzas).

In May workers in Uige province held a protest march against high living costs and late salary payments.
Teachers and nurses continued to engage in wildcal strikes during the year.

In December 2000, UNTA organized a 3-03' Ngtrz}\ke demanding an increase in the minimum wa?:( The CGSILA

refused to cooperate mt\! criticized for coopﬁn%CGSILA's long-standing support for @ minimum
wage increase, but de ng half of the amount that the CGSILA had advocated.

Unions have the right to affiliate intemationally. The CGSILA ooorerates with the American Federation of
Labor-Congress of Industrial Organizations ( -Cl0) and participates in the International Labor Organization
(ILO). Individual trade unions maintain retations with counterpart unions in other countries.

b, The Right to Organize and Bargain Collectively

The Constitution provides for the right to ww and for collective bargaining; however, the Govemment
does not these rights in practice, Govemment does not tate a positive environment for
constructive management tiations. The Government dominates the economy through state-run
enterprises. The Ministry of Public ministration, Employment, and Social Security sets wages and benefits
on an annual basis. Legislation prohibits discrimination against union membears and calls for worker complaints
to be adjudicated in regular civil courts. Under the law, employers found guiity of antiunion discrimination are
required to reinstate workers who have been fired for union activities. In pra neither the Labor Code nor
the judiciai system are capable of defending these rights, and the Govemment has been unwilling to enforce

There are no export processing zones.

¢. Prohibition of Forced or Compulsory Labor

The law grrghibns forced labor: however, it also permits the Government to force public sector workers back to .
work for breaches of worker discipline and participation in strikes. There were reporis that the army forcibly
conscripted persons (see Section 1.1.).

The law prohibits forced and bonded child tabor, and there are no reports that such labor occurs in
govemment-held areas; however, the Govemnment does nat have the capacity to enforce this legisation in
nongovemnment-held areas (see Section 6.d.).

UNITA forces regularly abducted children for mikila%service and other forms of forced labor (see Sections

1.b., 1., and 5). UNITA d ded on forced labor for much of its logistical support. Re and IDP's

raported that rural women tiy were forced to work as porters for UNITA mifitary units and kept in life-

g:ereatenlng conditions of servitude. There continued to be some reports of sexual assault of abductees during
year.

d. Status of Child Labor Practices and Minimum Age for Empioyment

The legal minimum age for employment is 14 years. Children between the ages of 14 and 18 may not work at
night, in dangerous conditions, or In occupations requiring great physical effort, and chiidren under 16 years of
age are prohibited from factory work; however, these provisions generally are not enforced. The Inspector
General of the Ministry of c Administration, Emmwt and Social Security is responsible for enforcing
labor laws, Although child labor taw enforcement is u r the jurisdiction of the courts, in practice, the cour
system does not provide adequate protection far children. Chiid labor violations were punishable with fines and
restitution, There is no formal for Inspactions and mvesﬂa:ﬂons into child labor abuses oulside of
the family law system, although private persons can fila claims for violations of child fabor laws. The Ministry
maintains employment centers where prospective employees register, and the center screens out applicants

http://www.state.gov/g/drl/rls/hrrpt/2001/af/821 7.htm 15-03-2002
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upheavals have broughl large numbers of orphaned and abandoned children, as well as runaways, into
unregulated urban employment in the informal sector.

The Government ratified ILO Convention 182 on the worst forms of child labor during the year.

The law prohibits forced and bonded child labor; however, the Goverment Is unable to enforce these
provisions, and children were regularly abducted by UNITA forces for forced labor (see Sections 6.c. and 6.1.).

a. Acceptable Conditions of Work

The minimum set by the Ministry of Public Administration, Employment, and Social Security was
appmxﬁmtdy‘;ggo(ﬁoommzaﬁpunmlhfwnwﬁrdhaﬂofmwmwevef.IheGovemntdoesnot
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standard of li forawoﬁwandfmnﬁy.l\samuk.mslwageeamd on the informal sector,
subsistence lture, coﬂupﬁon.orsupponfromabmadloaugmmthelr ncomes, CGSILA continued to
demand a mi mwagaIwaaseandbettetwoddngoondiﬂonsduﬂnglhe&e:r.meeov«nmemmokm
measumsmmcﬁfymenaﬁorgl‘gstmofsewnguwnﬁnhnumwagem year; howaver, during the

. the Government establi aworldnggro:rwexanunathemimmumw issue, and in June the
?:J)emmentagteedmralsemepubﬂcsectomﬂ mum wage to approximately per month (see Section
a.).

Employees receiving less then the legal minimum wage have the right to seek legal recourse; however, itis
uncommon for workers to do so.

On January 7, oil workers seized a foreign-owned il rig lo demand payment of severance packages. The

workers took 50 foreign workers hostage but released on January 10; they then flew to Luanda, where
they wera arested but subsequently released within 72 hours.

A 1994 government decree established a 37-hour workweek: however, the Ministry of Public Administration
was unable to enforce this standard, just as it was unable to enforce mmuow safety and health
standards. Workers cannot remove themselves from dangerous work sity oul jeopardizing their
continued smployment.

Foreign workers (legal or illegal) are not protected under the labor law. recelve Jegal protection if they
work under contract, otherwise they receive protection only against criminal acts.

f. Trafficking in Persons

The Censtitution ibits human bondage, although no legisiation exists o enforce this position. There are
reports that Ang s are trafficked to the United Kingdom for labor exploi on and that women are trafficked
to South Africa. There also continued to be allegations that UNITA a d persons, including children, for
forced labor and military service, and abducted women for use as sex slaves. There were credible reports that
UNITA forcibly recruited chitdren into its military (see Section 5).

in July the Govemment implemented measures to register children to protect them against potential trafficking
{see on 5). The Ministry of Social Reinsartion (MINARS) worked with UNICEF and NGO's to provide
treatment and housing for freed children. For example, in March 2000, 42 children who had been separated
from their families were traced and reunited.

mbﬂubmgedbymawmdPuhncAmu.s.mpoMolsmn.Exuml links 10 othar Internet sites should not be
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