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aka PIJ; Palestine Islamic Jihad; PIJ-Shaqaqi Faction; PIJ-Shallah Faction; Islamic Jihad of 
Palestine; Islamic Jihad in Palestine; Abu Ghunaym Squad of the Hizballah Bayt al-Maqdis; Al-
Quds Squads; Al-Quds Brigades; Saraya al-Quds; Al-Awdah Brigades

Description: Palestine Islamic Jihad (PIJ) was designated as a Foreign Terrorist Organization on 
October 8, 1997. Formed by militant Palestinians in Gaza during the 1970s, PIJ is committed to 
both the destruction of Israel through attacks against Israeli military and civilian targets and the 
creation of an Islamic state in all of historic Palestine, including present day Israel.

Activities: PIJ terrorists have conducted numerous attacks, including large-scale suicide bombings 
against Israeli civilian and military targets. PIJ continued to plan and direct attacks against Israelis 
both inside Israel and in the West Bank and Gaza. Although U.S. citizens have died in PIJ attacks, 
the group has not directly targeted U.S. interests. PIJ attacks between 2008 and 2011 were 
primarily rocket attacks aimed at southern Israeli cities, and have also included attacking Israeli 
targets with explosive devices. The group is thought to be behind a large number of the record-
setting 2,300 plus rockets launched from Gaza towards Israel in 2012. Additionally, in November 
2012, PIJ operatives, working with Hamas, detonated a bomb on a bus in Tel Aviv, leaving 29 
civilians wounded. In December 2013, four PIJ operatives were arrested by Israeli authorities for 
their role in a bus bombing near Tel Aviv, which was discovered in time for passengers to escape 
injury.

Strength: PIJ has fewer than 1,000 members.

Location/Area of Operation: Primarily Gaza with minimal operational presence in the West Bank 
and Israel. The group's senior leadership resides in Syria. Other leadership elements reside in 
Lebanon and official representatives are scattered throughout the Middle East.

Funding and External Aid: Receives financial assistance and training primarily from Iran.
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