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M
yanm

ar

Since
staging

a
coup

on
February

1,
2

0
2

1
,

the
M

yanm
ar

m
ilitary

has
carried

out
a

brutal
nationw

ide
crackdow

n
on

m
illions

of
people

opposed
to

its
rule.

T
he

junta

security
forces

have
carried

out
m

ass
killings,

arbitrary
arrests,

torture,
sexual

v
i

olence,
and

other
ab

u
ses

that
am

ount
to

crim
es

against
hum

anity.
Freedom

of

speech
and

assem
bly

face
severe

restrictions.

E
xpanded

m
ilitary

operations
have

resulted
in

num
erous

w
ar

crim
es

against
e
th

nic
m

inority
populations

in
K

achin,
K

aren,
K

arenni,
and

Shan
S

tates.
T

he
m

ilitary

has
also

com
m

itted
ab

u
ses

including
using

“scorched
earth”

tactics,
burning

v
il

lages
in

M
agw

ay
and

S
againg

regions.
T

he
M

yanm
ar

m
ilitary

has
long

defied
in

ternational
calls

for
accountability,

including
for

atrocity
crim

es
com

m
itted

against
the

R
ohingya

and
other

ethnic
m

inorities.
T

he
junta’s

ineptitude
and

m
ism

anagem
ent

o
fth

e
country’s

econom
y

since
the

coup
has

heightened
the

suffering
o
fth

e
population

and
entrenched

a
clim

ate
o
ffear

and
insecurity.

T
orture,

P
olitical

E
xecutions,

D
eaths

ifl
C

ustody

S
ince

the
coup,

junta
authorities

have
arbitrarily

arrested
m

ore
than

i6
,0

0
0

p
ro

dem
ocracy

supporters.
M

any
form

er
d
etain

ees
alleged

torture
or

other
ill-treat

m
ent,

such
as

sexual
violence,

during
their

detention.
O

ne
journalist

recounted

after
his

release
that

guards
raped

and
beat

him
in

detention.

M
yanrnar’s

m
ilitary

and
police

are
responsible

for
scores

of
deaths

in
custody.

H
um

an
R

ights
W

atch
docum

ented
in

detail
the

deaths
of

six
detained

activists

that
involved

ap
p
aren

t
torture

or
the

denial
o

fad
eq

u
ate

m
edical

care.
A

tleast

2
7
3

people
have

died
in

police
or

m
ilitary

custody
in

police
stations,

m
ilitary

in

terrogation
centers,

and
prisons

since
the

coup,
according

to
the

U
nited

N
ations

O
lfice

of
the

H
igh

C
om

m
ission

for
H

um
an

R
ights

(O
H

C
H

R
). T

he
m

ilitary
junta

has

carried
out

grossly
unfair

trials
in

closed
courts

to
im

pose
lengthy

and
often

harsh
sentences.

By
N

ovem
ber

2
0

2
2

,
the

junta’s
security

forces
killed

at
least

2
,4

0
0

persons,
according

to
the

nongovernm
ental

A
ssistance

A
ssociation

for
P

o

litical
P

risoners.

T
he

junta
brought

m
ultiple

charges
against

A
ung

San
Suu

Kyi,
the

leader
o
fth

e

ousted
N

ational
L

eague
for

D
em

ocracy
party,

including
for

corruption,
in

cite

m
ent,

and
breaching

the
O

fficial
S

ecrets
A

ct.
In

S
eptem

ber,
three

of
her

deposed

cabinet
m

inisters—
S

oe
W

in,
S

ettA
ung

and
K

yaw
W

in—
and

A
ustralian

econom
ic

adviser
S

ean
T

urnell
w

ere
convicted

under
the

O
fficial

S
ecrets

A
ct

and
each

se
n

tenced
to

three
years’

im
prisonm

ent.
E

arlier
that

m
onth,

A
ung

San
Suu

Kyi
and

form
er

P
resident

W
in

M
yintw

ere
each

sentenced
to

three
years

and
hard

labor

under
electoral

fraud
charges.

T
he

m
ultiple

convictions
m

eant
A

ung
San

Suu
Kyi

faces
m

ore
than

2
3

years
in

prison.

In
N

ovem
ber,

the
junta

announced
the

release
of

up
to

6,ooo
prisoners

as
part

of
a

N
ational

D
ay

am
nesty.

T
hese

included
several

individuals
arbitrarily

d
e

tained,
including

A
ustralian

professor
S

ean
T

urnell,
form

er
U

nited
K

ingdom
am

b
assad

o
r

to
M

yanm
ar

V
icky

B
ow

m
an

and
her

husband
H

tein
Linn,

Japanese

film
m

akerloru
K

ubota,
and

A
m

erican
botanist

K
yaw

H
tay

0
0

.

In
July,

the
junta

executed
four

m
en—

the
country’s

first
death

sen
ten

ces
carried

out
in

m
ore

than
3
0

years.
T

he
m

en
w

ere
form

er
opposition

law
m

aker
Phyo

Z
eya

T
haw

,
prom

inent
activist

K
yaw

M
in

Y
u,

know
n

as
“K

o
Jim

m
y,”

H
la

M
yo

A
ung,

and

A
ung

T
hura

Zaw
,

ali
of

w
hom

w
ere

convicted
after

closed
trials

th
at

fell
far

short

of
international

standards.

W
ar

C
rim

es
an

d
O

th
erA

tro
cities

T
he

m
ilitary’s

indiscrim
inate

use
of

artillery
and

airstrikes
has

killed
and

injured

num
erous

civilians,
dam

aged
villages,

including
schools,

and
forced

th
o

u
san

d
s

to
flee.

B
locks

to
m

obile
internet

data
and

netw
orks

are
ongoing

in
m

any
parts

of

the
country

w
here

anti-junta
opposition

has
resulted

in
clashes

betw
een

the

M
yanm

ar
m

ilitary
and

pro-dem
ocracy

arm
ed

groups.

O
n

S
eptem

ber
i6

,
m

ilitary
helicopters

fired
rockets

and
m

achine
guns

before
an

infantry
attack

on
a

school
in

LetY
et

K
one,

S
againg

R
egion,

killing
at

least
13

people,
including

seven
children.

UN
S

ecretary-G
eneral

A
ntonio

G
uterres

“strongly”
condem

ned
the

attack,
saying,

“A
ttacks

on
schools

and
hospitals

in

contravention
of

international
hum

anitarian
law

also
constitute

one
of

the
six

grave
violations

against
children

in
tim

es
of

arm
ed

conflict
strongly

condem
ned

by
the

S
ecurity

C
ouncil.”

A
separate

airstrike
the

sam
e

day
in

M
oebye,

Shan
S

tate,
on

an
internally

d
is

placed
person’s

(ID
P)

cam
p

killed
four

people,
including

tw
o

children.

432
433
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H

O
n

O
ctober

2
3
,

the
m

ilitary
carried

out
an

airstrike
an

a
m

usic
concert

in

H
pakant,

K
achin

S
tate,

organized
by

the
opposition

K
achin

Independence
O

r

ganization
(K

lo)
to

com
m

em
orate

the
ethnic

organizatiofi’s
62fld

afifliversary,
ifl

an
apparefltviolation

of the
Iaw

s
ofw

ar.
T

he
attack

killed
at

least
8o

people
and

injured
over

b
o
.

Junta
forces

subsequently
blocked

access
to

m
edical

care
for

those
harm

ed.

O
H

C
H

R
reparted

that
m

ilitary
operations

destroyed
up

to
3

0
,0

0
0

civilian
in

fra

structures,
including

schools
in

M
agw

ay
and

S
againg

R
egions,

as
w

ell
as

in

K
achin,

S
han,

K
aren,

and
K

arefifli
S

tates.
T

he
O

H
C

H
R

said
that

since
the

coup,
at

least
3
8
2

children
have

been
killed;

there
w

ere
266

other
reported

deaths
fo

l

low
ing

raids
and

arrests
ifl

villages,
and

another
iii

reported
cases

w
here

v
ic

tim
s

w
ere

burned
alive

or
after

extrajudicial
killings,

in
apparent

attem
pts

to

destroy
evidence

at
crim

es.

IflJuly,
A

m
nesty

International
reported

that
the

m
ilitary’s

use
of

banned
lan

d

m
ines

iii
K

arenni
S

tate
am

ounted
to

w
ar

crim
es.

T
he

hum
an

rights
organization

Fortify
R

ights
also

reported
that

attacks
an

civH
ians

in
K

arenni
S

tate
constituted

w
ar

crim
es.

IflJuly,
a

tenuous
ceasefire

betw
een

the
ethnic

A
rakan

A
rm

y
and

the
M

yanm
ar

m
ilitary

eflded,
resulting

h,
m

onths
at

renew
ed

fighting,
civilian

deaths,
and

forced
m

ass
displacem

ents
along

the
border

of
R

akhine
and

C
hin

S
tates,

w
ith

re

ports
of

shelling
falling

iflto
B

angladesh.

D
ispiaced

P
opulations

and
A

id

T
he

conflicts
in

M
yaflm

ar
have

displaced
nearly

i
m

illion
people

internally
siflce

the
coup,

w
ith

an
additional

7
0

,0
0

0
fleeing

to
neighboring

countries.
T

he
junta

has
blocked

desperately
fleeded

hum
anitarian

aid
from

reaching
m

illions
of

d
is

placed
people

and
others

at
risk,

part
of

its
longstanding

“four
cuts”

strategy
d

e

signed
to

isolate
and

terrorize
civilian

populations.
Ifl

areas
ofarm

ed
conflict,

including
ifl

the
so

u
th

east
and

northw
est,

the
junta’s

obstruction
at

h
u

m
an

itar

ian
assistan

ce
violates

international
hum

anitarian
law

.

S
ecurity

forces
im

posed
new

travel
restrictions

an
hum

anitarian
w

orkers,

blocked
access

roads
and

aid
canvoys,

destroyed
non-m

ilitary
supplies,

a
t

tacked
aid

w
orkers,

and
shut

dow
n

telecom
m

unications
services.

T
he

m
ilitary

has
also

attacked
health

facilities
and

m
edical

w
orkers,

in
violation

at
in

tern
a

tional
law

.
M

ilitary
forces

have
seized

food
deliveries

and
m

edical
supplies

en

route
to

displacem
ent

sites
and

arrested
people

su
sp

ected
afsu

p
p
o

rtin
g

aid
ef

forts.

Ifl
S

eptem
ber,

follaw
ing

increased
fighting

betw
een

the
A

rakan
A

rm
y

and
m

ili

tary,
junta

authorities
banned

UN
and

international
nongovernm

ental
o
rg

an
iza

tions
from

six
tow

nships
ifl

R
akhine

S
tate

and
shut

dow
n

alljunta-controlled

boats
and

public
traflsportatiafl

serving
those

tow
nships.

T
he

requisite
travel

authorization
process

for
hum

anitarian
staff

has
grow

n
even

m
ore

erratic
and

constrained.
L

ocal
frontline

aid
w

orkers
operate

am
id

grave
in

security,
at

regular
risk

at
harassm

ent
and

detention
at

checkpaiflts
as

w
ell

as

landm
ifles

and
shelling

in
civilian

areas
and

displacem
ent

sites.

Ifl
M

ay,
the

A
ssociation

of
S

outheast A
sian

N
ations

(A
SEA

N
)

C
oordinating

C
entre

for
H

um
anitarian

A
ssistance

(A
H

A
C

entre)
and

U
N

O
ffice

for
the

C
oordination

at

H
um

anitarian
A

ffairs
(O

C
H

A
)

m
et

w
ith

junta
officials

regarding
the

A
SEA

N
H

u

m
anitarian

A
ssistance

D
elivery

A
rrangem

ent
Fram

ew
ork,

raising
concerns

that

A
SEA

N
and

UN
aid

operations
w

ould
be

further
w

eaponized
by

junta
authorities,

w
ithout

the
involvem

ent
at

local
groups

o
rth

e
opposition.

D
isrupted

supply
chains,

iflcreasing
prices

and
scarcity

at
goods,

and
loss

at
a
c

cess
to

agricultural
ivelihoods

have
com

pounded
food

shortages
around

the

country.
T

he
M

yanm
ar

kyat
has

faced
extrem

e
valatility

since
the

coup,
co

n
trib

u
t

ing
to

food
crises

for
displaced

and
conflict-affected

populatiofis,
as

w
ell

as
ifl

urban
and

pen-urban
areas.

A
n

estim
ated

ii
m

illion
people

are
facing

acute
food

insecurity,
according

to
the

U
N

. T
he

junta
im

posed
new

banking
regulations

iii

S
eptem

ber
requiring

aid
recipients

to
present

ID
cards

to
receive

cash
assis

tance.

P
ersecution

o
f R

ohingya

A
bout

600,ooo
R

ohingya
are

effectively
restricted

to
living

in
R

akhine
S

tate,
su

b

ject
to

system
atic

ab
u
ses

that
am

ount
to

the
crim

es
against

hum
anity

at
apartheid,

persecutian,
and

deprivatian
ofliberty.

434
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T
he

junta
has

im
posed

new
m

ovem
ent

restrictions
and

aid
blockages

on
R

o

hingya
cam

ps
and

villages,
inciuding

a
ban

in
S

eptem
ber

on
UN

and
in

tern
a

tional
nongovernm

ental
operations,

increasing
w

ater
scarcity,

food
shortages,

disease,
and

m
alnutrition.

Ifl A
pril,

w
ith

the
m

onsoon
season

loom
ing,

the

UN
reported

new
junta

restrictions
on

infrastructure
projects

in
the

cam
ps,

leav

ing
2

8
,0

0
0

R
ohingya

in
unfit

longhouses
requiring

urgent
repair,

m
any

that

“pose
life-threatening

risks
to

the
inhabitants

and
other

residents.”

T
he

frequency
of

R
ohingya

arrests
for

“unauthorized
travel”

increased.
A

t tim
e

of

w
riting,

security
forces

had
detained

m
ore

than
1
,3

0
0

R
ohingya,

hundreds
of

them
children,

com
m

only
en

route
to

M
alaysia.

M
any

have
been

sentenced
to

the
m

axim
um

penalty
of

five
years

in
prison.

A
bout

1
3
5
,0

0
0

R
ohingya

and
K

am
an

M
uslim

s
have

been
held

arbitrarily
and

in

definitely
in

detention
cam

ps
for

io
years.

T
he

junta
continued

carrying
out

its

problem
atic

“cam
p

closure”
process,

w
hich

entails
replacing

tem
porary

lo
n

g

houses
w

ith
perm

anent
structures

built
on

top
of

or
near

the
existing

sites,
fu

r

ther
entrenching

segregation
and

denying
R

ohingya
the

right
to

return
to

their

p
re

-2
o
1
2

hom
es.

IflA
ugust,

junta
authorities

visited
cam

ps
in

Sittw
e

to
collect

dem
ographic

data
and

m
easure

plots
of

land.

junta
authorities

have
continued

rolling
out

the
N

ational
V

eriffication
C

ard

process
as

part
of

its
Pan

K
hin

(Flow
erbed

Project)
“citizenship

scrutiny”
ex

er

cise,
coercing

R
ohingya

to
accept

lD
s

th
at

m
ark

thern
as

foreigners
in

their
ow

n

country.

T
he

breakdow
n

of
the

inform
al

ceasefire
betw

een
the

M
yanm

ar
m

ilitary
and

A
rakan

A
rm

y
and

grow
ing

struggle
for

political
control

has
put

R
ohingya

and

R
akhine

civilians
at

serious
risk

of
injury,

arrest,
and

displacem
ent.

M
ichelle

B
achelet,

then-U
N

high
com

m
issioner

for
hum

an
rights,

announced
in

A
ugust

follow
ing

a
visit

to
the

R
ohingya

refugee
cam

ps
in

B
angladesh

that
“the

current
situation

across
the

border
m

eans
that

the
conditions

are
flot

right
for

re

turns.”

S
hrinking

C
ivic

S
pace

and
L

egal
C

hallenges

U
nder

junta
chief

Sr.
G

en.
M

in
A

ung
H

laing,
the

junta
has

persistently
squeezed

civic
space

and
targeted

activists
for

persecution
and

arrest.
O

n
S

eptem
ber

2
0

,

the
junta

w
arned

that
social

m
edia

endorsem
ent

such
as

“liking”
or

“sharing”

opponents’
content

could
result

in
a

prison
sentence

of
up

to
io

years.

L
aw

yers
are

increasing
harassed

by
junta

authorities
w

hen
defending

political

and
crim

inal
cases.

C
losed

courts
and

a
lack

of
due

process
are

just
som

e
o
fth

e

challenges
they

face.
T

he
junta

has
sought

to
legitim

ize
its

pow
er

by
arbitrarily

changing
law

s,
appointing

junta-aligned
judges,

and
arresting

law
yers

for
d
e

fending
junta

opponents.

A
law

enacted
in

M
arch

form
ally

brought
the

police
under

arm
ed

forces
control,

requiring
police

officers
to

com
ply

w
ith

alI
m

ilitary
orders,

including
taking

part

in
m

ilitary
operations.

S
exual

O
rientation

and
G

ender
Identity

M
yanm

ar’s
penal

code
punishes

“carnal
intercourse

against
the

o
rd

ero
fn

atu
re”

w
ith

up
to

io
years

in
prison

and
a

fine.
U

nder
the

m
ilitary

junta,
lesbian,

gay,
b
i

sexual,
and

transgender
(LG

BT)
people

have
been

particularly
likely

to
be

ta
r

geted
w

ith
sexual

violence
in

custody.

S
ince

the
coup,

w
om

en
have

also
reported

sexual
violence

and
other

form
s

of

gendered
harassm

ent
and

hum
iliation

from
police

and
m

ilitary
officials.

K
ey

International A
ctors

Ifl
February,

the
International

C
ourt

ofJustice
heard

M
yanm

ar’s
four

prelim
inary

objections
to

the
case

brought
by

G
am

bia
under

the
international

G
enocide

C
on

vention
regarding

M
yanm

ar’s
alleged

genocide
against

the
R

ohingya.
In

July,
the

court
rejected

the
objections,

allow
ing

the
case

to
proceed

on
the

m
erits.

M
yan

m
ar

has
until

A
pril

2
0
2
3

to
file

its
counter-m

em
orial.

T
he

U
nited

K
ingdom

,

N
etherlands,

C
anada,

and
G

erm
any

have
announced

plans
to

support
the

case

through
form

al
interventions.
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W
O

RLD
REPO

RT
2023

H
U

M
A

N
R

IG
H

T
S

W
A

TC
H

In
M

arch,
the

U
nited

S
tates

form
ally

determ
ined

that
the

M
yanm

ar
m

ilitary’s

atrocities
against

the
R

ohingya
am

ount
to

genocide
and

crim
es

against
h

u
m

an

ity.A
tthe

International
C

rim
inal

C
ourt

((CC),
the

prosecutor
continued

his
office’s

investigation
into

alleged
crim

es
against

hum
anity,

based
an

the
com

pletion
of

th
ese

crim
es

in
B

angladesh,
an

(CC
m

em
ber,

follow
ing

the
2
0
1
7

atrocities

against
the

R
ohingya.

T
he

U
N

-backed
Independent

Investigative
M

echanism
for

M
yanm

ar
(M

M
M

),
m

an

dated
to

build
case

f(les
for

crim
inal

prosecution
of

individuals
responsible

for

serious
crim

es,
reported

in
July

that
it

had
collected

and
analyzed

evidence
that

“reinforces
the

M
echanism

’s
assessm

en
t

.
.
.

that
crim

es
against

hum
anity

can

tinue
to

be
system

atically
com

m
itted

in
M

yanm
ar.”

T
he

U
S,

U
K

,
C

anada,
and

E
uropean

U
nion

im
posed

further
sanctions

an
individu

als
and

entities
linked

to
the

junta.
In

February,
the

EU
im

posed
sanctions

on

junta-controlled
b
u
sin

esses,
including

the
M

yanm
ar

O
il

and
G

as
E

nterprise

(M
O

G
E),

the
only

governm
ent

entity
to

do
so

thus
far.

ln
A

pril,
the

BU
RM

A
A

ct

passed
the

U
S

H
ouse

of
R

epresentatives,
directing

U
S

P
residentJoe

B
iden

to

sanction
individuals

w
ho

underm
ine

stability
and

dem
ocracy

in
M

yanm
ar,

w
hich

now
requires

passage
by

the
S

enate.

In
July,

French
com

panyT
otalE

nergies
w

ithdrew
from

M
yanm

ar,
w

here
i

had
o
p

erated
the

largest
oil

and
gas

field
since

the
19905.

T
he

exit
granted

an
increased

stake
in

the
project

to
the

rem
aining

partners—
M

O
G

E
,

U
S

-based
C

hevron,
and

T
hai-based

PTTEP,w
ith

PTTEP
stepping

in
as

operator.
O

ther
com

panies,
in

clu
d

ing
C

hevron,
W

oodside,
M

itsubishi,
P

etronas,
and

EN
EO

S,
announced

plans
to

w
ithdraw

at
(east

partially
from

operations
in

M
yanm

ar.

T
elenor,

the
N

orw
ay-based

telecom
s

com
pany,

exited
the

country
in

M
arch.

T
he

other
m

ajor
foreign

telecom
s

com
pany,

Q
atar-based

O
oredoo,

announced
the

sale
of

its
M

yanm
ar

operations
in

S
eptem

ber.

T
he

E
uropean

P
arliam

ent
adopted

tw
o

resolutions
condem

ning
ongoing

ab
u
ses

by
the

junta
and

urging
tougher

actions
by

the
E

uropean
U

nion.
T

he
M

arch
reso

lution
recognized

the
opposition

N
ational

U
nity

G
overnm

ent
(N

U
G

),
C

om
m

ittee

R
epresenting

P
yidaungsu

H
luttaw

(C
R

PH
),

and
N

ational
U

nity
C

onsultative
C

oun

cil
(N

U
CC)

“as
the

only
legitim

ate
representatives

o
fth

e
dem

ocratic
w

ishes
of

the
people

ofM
yanm

ar.”

M
yanm

ar
continued

to
defy

the
“five-point

consensus”
ofA

SE
A

N
.

T
he

b
b
c

can

tinued
to

bar
junta

representatives
from

high-level
m

eetings,
noting

at
the

A
u

gust
Foreign

M
inisters’

M
eeting

that
they

w
ere

“deeply
disappointed

by
the

lim
ited

progress
in

and
lack

of
com

m
itm

ent
ofthe

N
ay

Pyi
Taw

authorities.”

In
S

eptem
ber,

M
in

A
ung

H
laing

m
et

w
ith

R
ussian

P
resident

V
ladim

ir
Putin

in

M
oscow

.
R

ussia
has

becom
e

the
junta’s

closest
ally

and
m

ain
supplier

ofarm
s

since
the

coup.

ln
D

ecem
ber,

the
UN

S
ecurity

C
ouncil

adopted
a

U
K

-drafted
resolution

d
en

o
u

n
c

ing
the

M
yanm

ar
m

ilitary’s
rights

violations
since

the
coup,

in
the

first
S

ecurity

C
ouncil

resolution
an

M
yanm

ar
since

the
country’s

independence
Ifl

1948.
AlI

S
ecurity

C
ouncil

m
em

bers
voted

for
the

resolution,
except

for
C

hina,
India,

and

R
ussia,

w
hich

abstained.

T
he

UN
H

um
an

R
ights

C
ouncil

adopted
an

EU
-led

resolution
an

M
yanm

ar
in

M
arch

and
a

resolution
on

the
R

ohingya
led

by
the

O
rganisation

of
lslam

ic
C

oop

eration
(O

IC
)

in
July.T

he
G

eneral
A

ssem
bly

adopted
a

resolution
on

M
yanm

ar
iri

N
ovem

ber.
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