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The persecution of Christian minorities in the [slamic Republic of [ran first gainéd the anention of the
intemational community and human rights organizations in 1993. The killings of thres Evangelical

Protestant pastors in Iran during the first half of 1994 gained worldwide artention and brought more focus

10 the worsening plight of persecuted Christians, parucularly Muslim convers to Christianity and other
Evangelical Christians.

In August 1994, Iranian Christians International. Inc. (ICT) released an extensive tepont about the
persecution of Christian minorities in the Islanuc Republic of Iran. This teport covered the recent
response by human rights organizatons to the hyman rights violations against {ranian Christian minorities.
and the current news media coverage of the human nights violations against franian Christian minorities.
It examuned the Islamic laws regarding the treatment of Muslim converns to Chinstanity or *apastates.”
The report also explored intolerance toward non-Muslims in the Islamic Republic of Iran and other
Muslim countries 25 well as describing the escalation of the anti-Christian campaign by the government
oncﬂr_g?ﬁ&_ﬂong-.ggu_g-wnoqgkg.a.
imprisonment, torture, and execution of Iranian Muslim converts to Christianity, other Evangelical
Christians and ethnic Armenian and Assyrian Christians. It also included reports of other actions taken
by the Islamic Republic of Iran's Ministry of Islamic Guidance against the Christian minorities in [ran.

Since then, the government of the Islamic Republic of Iran has escalated its persecution of the franian
Chnsuan nunorities. Although all Christian munorities have suffered state-sponsored discrimunation,

pemsecution and terrorism, Muslim converts to Christianity and other Evangelical Christians have suffered
worse,

In January 1996, ICl published a report The Conti i0n of Chiriss
in_the lslamic Republic of Iran. This report :

LiNyed cscaiation of Persecutio a0 MIInorne

presented new repons of persecution of Evangelical
Christians in the Islamic Republic of Iran recsived directly by ICI from contacts in Iran and from fleeing
refugees: it also provided an update on the response of the United Nations Human Rights Commuission
and other human rights organizations to the plight of franian Christian minorities in fran; it recited the
“Islamsc [dealogy of Supremacy,” Islamic laws regarding the treatment of *Apostates,” and religious
munorities, particularly Christians, and new laws and policies affecting Evangelical Christians. The report
explained why the government of [ran is attempting 1o eradicate Christianity in [ran; ic also related reports
of persecutionarrest, imprisonment and torwure of lranian Christians who returned to Iran after applying
for asylum in another country and reports of deporations to lran. Sample summons and other exhibits

were also included. In January 1996, the 1994 repart was revised and made available in 2 more readable
format under the title ights o ] 1stians i _

Repyblic of lran

asylim repicontesec




Both reports,
of Iran and

According to recent repors received by ICl, persecution of Iranian Muslim converts (o Christianuty and
other Evangelical Christians in Iran is more severe and widespread than previous reports indicated. The
persecution is escalating. Muslim converts to Christianity, other Evangelical Christians, pastors and
church leaders continue to be arrested, imprisoned, and tortured, simply because of their refigion.
Some are kept under heavy surveillance, with their phones tapped and leiters routinely opened,
while others receive written and oral death threats. Some have escaped assassination attempts.
Others have lost their jobs or have been refused gainful employment, housing and education.
Ethnic Armenian snd Assyrian Christians also continue to face officially sanctioned discrimination,

particularly in the areas of employmeqt, education, housing, the court Sysiem and public
accommodations.

Until January 1994, when Bishop Haik Hovsepian-Mehr was killed by Iranian government agents, the
Revolutionary Guards, acting under the direction of the Ministry of Islamic Guidance, focused mainly
oo intimidating and harassing churches and church leaders. However after Bishop Hovseptan-Mehr’s
) ‘ = A - % M -- AAS a A =
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under heavy surveillance,

worsened throvghout the year and included the killings of Rev. Taieos Michaelian and Rev. Mehdi Dibaj
in July 1994

AU et d. and som s
after the incidents occurred. For example, Mr. Manuchehr Afghani, an lranian Muslim convert 1o
Christianity, was killed by Iranian government officials in Tehran in 1983, an event which was not
reportted to IC1 until 1995. Some incidents are reported by refugees after they flee fran.

i O Pt - S nersecution 1 the ou id
wrian minorities . Some incidents arez

reported months or years after the incidents occurred, often by refugees after they flee lran. Many

refugees, however, are sfraid o give full details of their persecution hecause they fear retnibution against
their famiiies still living in lran.

Also the fact that many Iranians “disappeas™ for days, weeks, months or years makes it more difficult
to track persecution of Christian minorities in Iran. In its May 1995 publication lran. Official Secrecy

ian, Amnesty [nternational reported, * . detainees can spend up © 10 years
behind bars before their refatives know where they are.”




One must also be reminded that the government of the [slamic Republic of Iran 15 desperate 1o improve
refations with Western European countries and is feartul ot U S, style sancuons against companies trading
with lran. Only through improved relations with other countries can there be improved trade tries.
Therefore, the Iranian government is making an all out effort to convince the outside world that human
rights practices in Iran, particularly those regarding religious minorities. have improved in recent years.
However, the facts are the opposite.

Reports received in March 1996 by ICI from our European sources indicate that franian diplomars have
recently contacted vanous Members of the British Parfiament requesting meetings. To imply that the
buman rights of Christians in lean have improved. government-controlled newspapers in fran have
published articles such as “Armenian Pontiff Congratulates Revolutionary Anniversary” and *Tehran 0
Host Conference on Justice in Int’! Relations* in the February 14, 1996 Enela’at (nternational, . The
government of Iran has also recently hosted UN officials and other “official visitors,” who leave Iran with
2 false impression of the status of human righss in that country. The following recent examples show
how the Iranian government has intentionally mislead Western diplomats and official visitors to lran.

On January 31, 1996, the Ecumenical News [Intzrnational carned an article staung that “Catholicos Aram
I, 2 leader of the Armenian' Orthodox Church and moderator of the central comminee of the World

Council of Churches declared during 2 visit to Iran that the rights of local members of his church are

__avonagsn:gnauc.:o::n. _ni-fv..a.u&.muzuan:.onsa.vo rights of our [Armenian
Orthodox] community are respected ™ .

The April/May 1996 1 S.1.C. Bulletin,' whose editor is personally well known 10 {ranian Christians
{nternational, Inc. (ICT) and whose repos in the past have been very relisble, explains the Orthodox
Armenian leaders’ motivation for miscepresenting the status of Chrisuans in Iran wday:

The istamic Revolution induced many Christians and other munorities 1o leave [ran for
the West, but also resulted in sigaificant growth of the Protestant (Evangeiical) churches,
As a result, many Armenian Octhodox leaders saw their influence in the community being
reduced day by day, as young Armenians and Muslims became interested in
Protestantism. The growth of the Protestant churches in fran has always been coasidered
by Armenian Orthodox Church leaders 2 serious threat to the position of the Armenian
Orthodox Church.

Ever since the killing of three Protestant church leaders in lran, two of whom were
Armenians in 1994, the head of the Armenian Orthodox Church has been actively

involved in a secret dialogue with the Iranian (government) authoriies. His primary
objectives are;

1. To present the Armenian Orthodox Church as the only representative of the Christian
community in lran,

2. To reduce the influence of Protestant churches in lran and 10 encourage their
Armenian |eaders to come back to the Orthodox Church.

"Institute for the Studv of Islam and Christamity, a London based non-peofit O JANIZALonN
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There arc some signs that both parties in the dialogue recently made some significant
decisions on how to advance the plan. This will benefit the [ranian authorities more than
the Christian community in Iran.

The February 17, 1996 Reuters carried an article sbout Maurice Copithorne, the new UN Special
Representative for Iran, who stated, after a six-day visit to Tehran, that “he En the [ranian government
wanted (0 cooperate with his probe into the country's human rights situation.” The questions must be
asked, “Why has the Iranian government allowed Mr. Copithorne to visit [ran, whea between 1992 and
1995 they refused to allow Professor Reynaldo Galindo Pohl, the previous special representative for lran?
Why was Bishop Haik Hovsepian-Mehr killed after presenting human rights abuses to Mr. Pohl and
requesting that he visit ran?

During the fall of 1995, Mr. John Nimrod, who is a past State Senator of [llinois (USA), the director of
the AUA Foundation, and an ethnic Assyrian, gave ICI raving reviews of his recent trip o Iran. He
stated that Assyrians seemed to be much better off now than they have been during the past several years,
He also exclaimed that he was treated very well by government authorities that the lranian government
had asked him to set up an office in Iran to represent Iraman Assyruns. His reports are not consisient
with reports received by human rights organizations or the numerous individual repors received directly
by ICI from Assyrian and Armenian Christians.

After an “official visit® to Iran in October 1995 which included “interviews with lawyers, journalists,
ambassadors, govemnment representatives ahd even Chrisuan pastors,” Swedish diplomats left Iran with
the “conclusion that it was quite safe for Iranian Evangelical Christians, including Muslim convens to
Christianity” to return.

. . = ohts
minorities. The December 13, 1993 Middle Eastern Concern report stated .

Bishop Haik Hovsepian-Mehr, General Secretary of the Assemblies of God denomination
and Chairman of the Council of Ministers, recently met with the Ministry of Islamic
Guidance for Minorities requesung that the rights of Christians be protected in the face
of, what is seen here as, an ==v_dn&n=8n Ku_n of vnuon::o: :a acuon prompied 9«

According to the January 30, 1994 Human Rights Watch News Release:

Representatives of several religious minorities in Iran—notably Eastern Orthodox
Christians, Zoroastrians and Jews—have i recent  weeks gacua& mo_.n_na
organizations, including Middle Easte Watch, wi
being in the Istamic Repuhlic. [t is noteworthy that the evangelical Chrisuan Q.Ed_:u
have not gone along with what seems 10 have been a government-inspired campaign,
designed 1o refute the recent findings of the U.N, Special Representative to lran, Mr
Reynaldo Gafindo Pohl. in his November repor to the U.N. General Assembly, Mr.
Galindo Pohl was critical of the state of religious freedom in lran

Two prominent evangelical Christian pastors, who fed Iran in 1994 and 1995, repored tw0 ICt that
following the murders of Rev. Dibaj and Rev, Michaelian, the authorities of the Istamic Republic of Iran



attempted (0 intimidate them into appeanng on government contralled television and radio to condemn
the Mujahedeen Khalq Organization for the murders, The pastors feared for theue lives and fled lran.

The Governmeat of the Iranian Republic of [ran continues to deny any involvement in the mucders of
Rev. Dibaj, Rev. Michaelian and another Evangelical Christian pastor, and continues to blame the
Mujahedeen Khalq Organization despite contradictory evidence. The lranian government even denied that
an execution order had ever been issued against Rev. Dibaj, even arter the Islamic Revolutionary Court's
written execution order had been released w0 world.

According to ICI's rzports received directly from sources in Iran and from tleeing refugees, human rights
abuses continue to escalate. The occurrences are noc just a few isolated events. Some might say the
refugees exaggerate in order to obtain asylum in a third country or gain refugee status, However, from
in aaxw interviews with numerous a...nnn .n_ _.8 .oc_& the 893.8 to be true. Most uoderstate rheir

.Koon.&g ..uoo.a 8:2838 oon. oasa AZoﬁ of n.u 32«8. i:o have u:a: reparts to [C1 do not
know each other and contact us after arriving in ditferent countries,)

As another case in point, an _auz.. uuuo« who recently fled lran reported 10 ICI that when Mr. Abed
::&2:

Also, every time the Superintendent of the Injili (Presbytenian U.S.A. or “Evangelical®) Churches or the
pastor of the Ghavam-ol Saitaneh Church in Tehran receive cails from the U S., they take the first few
minutes of each phone call ﬁBE..w Sn _::.p_._ government for the “freedoms” it r.u given Sn.q

churches,

Because these churches are not ~=o£& o ...<Sno. ize. and because many of their members have fled Iran

due to persecution, only 2 handful of people artend the worship services. Theretore, these churches must
be considered practically closed.

The senior pastor of the Tehran Central Assembly of God Church has also been intimidated into not
reporting the persecution of Evangelical Christians in lran (0 the outside world. He has also bowed 10
government demands not 10 evangelize Muslims, When asked about the persecution of Evangelical
Christians in Iran, be greatdy undesstares the persecution compared to the repons recerved directly from
Iran and from fleeing refugees that [CI has ceceived. He also denied knowledge of the persecution of
particular members of his church which have been reported directly 1w ICL

For the safety of the informers and their families, many of whom are sull residing in Iran, only nitials

are used in the following reports and some details have been omitted. Signed atfidavits, sttements and
detatled reports are on file at the ICI oftice.

Mr. Shahram Sepehri-Fard converted from Islam to Cheistianity as a child. His father, Reverend Sadegh
Sepehri-Fard, was the Director of the Iran Bible Suciety until its closure by the goverament of the islamic
Republic of Iran and his escape from lran s Germany in 1990




in early July 1996, Sepehri-Fard was arrested and imprisoned in Evin Prison in Tehran. He was
first interfogated about having "sensitive information” (ie. espionage) and later interrogated
regarding adultery. Under Iranian law, the punishment for espionage or adultery is death. The real
reason for his arrest and imprisonment was his and his family's conversion from Islam to
Christianity,

Due to international pressure, Sepehri-Fard was found innocent of all charges in a military court in
Tehran on August 10, 1996. Upon payment of 200,000 Toumans (approximately $500), he was releasad
on August 14, He plans to leave [ran as soon as possible.

February 1996—-Mcs, R,—Muslim Coavert to Christianity:

Mrs. R., 2 Muslim convert to Christianity, was persecuted by her husband because of her Christian faith.
In October 1995, after he discovered her Persian Bible and her church attendance, he raped her and
beat her severely with his fists and a radio cable. He also used his government position 10 secure the
services of Revolutionary Guards, local police and local Komitehs to terrorize his wife into submission

He continued to beat her and her five year old son until she escaped Iran in February 1996,

ik T

[n November 1995, Pastor Harmik Torosian, pastor of the underground Assembly of God Church in
Shirax was arrested, imprisoned and tortured in Shiraz. To date, he is still detained. His mental and
physical states are unknown. .

In November 1995, Ms. P, 3 Muslim convert to Christianity and member of the underground church in
Ahwaz, was arrested, imprisoned and tormured. To date, she is still detained in Ahwaz. Her mental and
physical state are unknown.

Me. U., an Assyrian Evangelical Christian, served as the treasurer of Shahin Shahr Assyrian Associaion
for six years. He also helped distribute news bulletins, collect membership fees, and organize worship
services. Because Mr. U. shared his Christian faith with Muslim studencs in his high school and
university, he was persecuted by the local Hezbollah and the Iranian government. From March to May
1995, Mr. U. was imprisoned, threatened and tormented for two months in Isfahan and Shahin
Shahr. Mr. U, fled Iran in November 1995. After his escape his father was arrested and

imprisoned,

authorities. Fearing for his life and the safety of his wife ildeen, he fled from lran into Tvrkey
As government authorities refused to issue him 1 passport, he arrived in Turkey with a false
passport. (His wife and children were issued passports.) Three weeks later, in Novemher 1994, he
was deported from Turkey to Iran.

Back in lran, government authorities ordered Khodadadt and his tamily to move from his hometown,
Hamadan, to Tehran. They ramauned in Tehran without any means of support, and he was forced tn
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eport to the local Komiteh every other duy. In April 1995 government puthorities arrested
imprisoned and presumably tortured him. His family did not know of his whereabouts tor three weeks
and it was many more weeks before he was alowed visits by his wife. He was finally released in June
1995. Because of inordinate surveillance of the family, it has been almost impossible 10 obwin
information on his physical and emotional condition. Government authorities have refused toissue him
a legal passport, return his wife’s passport to her, or grant them permission to ieave [ran.

Rev. Edmond Sarkisiap, an Evangelical and ethnic Assyrian. pastoced the Injili (Presbyterian) Church
in Tabriz until his imprisonment in 1990 and 1991, Since then Rev. Sarkisian repeatediy requested
permission for he and his family to leave Iran, but government suthorities refused them permission

[n 1993, Mrs. S coaverved from [slam (o Christianity and became a member uf the Central Assembly of
God Chutch in Tehran, Her husband. step-children and other family members persecuted her because
of her Christian faith. They considered her 2 blasphemous heathen. 2 “kefir” (unclean person) and an
*apostate,” and pressured her o reum w lslam. Her hushand repeatedly threatened to turn her over
to the Islamic Revolutionary Commitiee (Komiteh), and have her executed for apostasy. In 1994,
because of the martyrdom of the three pasiors jnd the increased persecution of Evangelical Chrisuans.
he feared that his wife’s Christian faith put his own life in danger. With the support of his children and
other family members, he expelied her from the tamily home and wamed her never 10 requrn. In July
1995, Mrs. S. fled Iran. ;

Pastor Betsayyad, an ethnic Assyrian and Injili ("Evangelical.” Presbyterian 1J.S.A.) pastor. served at
the Assynian Injili (Presbyterian) Church of Hamadan three days a week from January 1993 until June
1995, During this two and a half year peciod. Islamic authorities symmoned him twenty-two times
for questioning.

lo July 1994, after the martyrdom of thres Evangelical pastors, government authorities ordered Pastor
Betsayyad to give a media intecview © blame the Mojahedin-Khalq, an anti-government organization. for
the pastoc’s murders. He refused, saying the maner was political and none of his business. On another
occasion, government authorities warned that he was no longer authorized to visit or to preach at the
Hamadan Church, Pastor Betsayyad discussed this with the church leaders in Tehran, who instructed him
to go back to Hamadan. On his cecurn, he was arrested and detained for 45 hours. During those
hours he was questioned, threatened and ordered to sign 3 commitment 1 cooperate with the government
and not to evangelize Muslims. Pastor Betsayyad agreed 10 sign and read the authorities scriptures that
teach Christians to submit and cooperate with rulers and earthly authorities. As he read these verses, the
authorities' hearts changed momentarily and they apologized for detaining him

With the hejp of Open Doors, 3 Europe-based Christian missions organizaton, Pastor Betsayyad became
involved with smuggling Bibles into lran. ln July 1995, the povernment discovered and confiscated
a shipment of Bibles, Two smugglers were arrested, and Pastor Betsayyad was warned by friends
that he would probably be executed, Not wanting 1o intensify the persecution of the church. Pastor
Betsavyad resigned his position and fled fran immediately



Ms. M. and her siblings were repeatedly interrogated, threatensd and refused educational and employment
oppormunities because of their conversion from [siam to Christianity, Ms. M. was interrogated and
threatened by agents of the Ministry of Islamic Guidance in March 1993, December 1994 and February
1995. The agents questioned her about her church ameadance, baptism, evangelism, and work in the
church library. They told her that the Anglican Church belonged to the British, that she was an agent
of foreign governments, and that any Muslim who aneads church has betrayed the cause of the Islamic
Republic. They also threatened her with severe consequences for attending church and “propagandizing.”
In December 1994 the agents ordered the church library where she worked to be closed.

In September 1993, following her baptism in June 1993, Ms. M. was expelled from her naiversity and
denied the right to participare in another college entrance exam. She was told that she was no longer
qualified to continue her college education due to her intzrest in non-Islamic things. Her sister, Ms. L,
was denied university registration in 1994 because of her conversion.

When her siblings, Ms. L. and Mr. G., applied for assistance at the Department of Labor and Social
Affairs in November 1993, they were denied assistance and told to repent of their belief in Christanity
if they wanted to find employment. Mr. G. was also refused disabled veteran benetitss because of his
Christian beliefs. In November 1994, when Ms, M. registered at the Department of Labor and Soc:a!

Affairs, the deparument told her that they had researched he sackground and did not zssist anyone who
takes anti-Islamic action.

Ms. L. and Mr. G. were interrogated by the head of security at their workplace in November 1993 and
warned that they cannot abandon Islam, the most perfect religion, for Christianity  In February 1995,

after the head of security learned that they had not repented. he fired Ms. L. and Mr. G_ and denied them
several months of their salaries.

In February 1995, after Ms. M. applied for extension of her passport and stated Christianity as her
teligion, she was interrogated and threatened and the extension of her passport was defayed. Ms. M. and
Ms. L. fied Iran in July 1995, and Mr. G. fled Iran shortly afierwards. Since that time their family has
been interrogated and put under surveillance,

in 1983, Me. Z., an ethnic Armenian Christian, became an Evangelical Christian. From 1986 to 1995,

he was owner and operator of an auto mechanic shop in Tehran where he would share the Gospel of Jesus

Christ with his customers. In Januacy 1995, he was placed under surveillance by government officials

and received weekly letters filled with insults and threats: uniess he became 3 Muslim, he could

expect terrible things for himsell and his family. One Friday (the holy day of the week) in February
1995 (the month of Ramadan when Muslims are required 10 fast), Mr, Z. and his wife wok their four
year old daughter, T, 1 a park in north Tehran. While there, T became thirsty and Mr. Z. took her
to a faucet in the park to get a drink of water. Because she was breaking the fast, two Revolutionary
Guards slapped Mr. Z's face, shouting that it was Ramadan. Mr. Z. hecame angry and slapped the
guard back. Within two minutes, more Revolutionary Guards arrived and started kicking and
beating him. He was forced into the patrol car and taken to the local Komiteh office. More
Komiteh personnel began insulting and heating him until he passed out and remained unconscious
for several hours. For twenty days Mr. Z was imprisoned in solitary confinement and interrogated
aver who was behind the Christian propaganda. 1.¢., evangelism, In Iran, and who was providing the



budget tor the effort. In May, aner his rerease, Me, Z. recervid 2 written threat that his daughter would
be kidnapped. his wifs would be harmed and he would be killed.

In February 1995, a man on a motorcycle amacked Mrs. T.. Mr. Z.°s wife. and threatened her while
she was walking on Aramaneh, 16 Meter Street, i Majidieh. Her lent leg was injured in the ncident.
In March 1995, she was again struck and injured by 2 man riding 3 motorcycle, her right arm was
broken, As a result of the attacks and consequential fear, Mrs. T. miscarried her second child in
May 1995 whea she was thres months pregnant. The family flal Iran in May 1995.

Mrs. 8., an ethnic Armenian Christian, became an Evangelical Christian in 1961. She was active in the
Assembly of God Church in Tehran, ran from 1978 until she tled fean in 1995, In 1976, ber daughter,
0., was baptized and in March 1982, married an Evangelical pastor.

During the latter part of 1988, O's husband, then Pastor of the Assembiy ot God Church in Ahwaz, Iran,
was arrested, placed in solitary confinement, and beaten often. Alter 20 days, he was hlindfolded and
taken to Tehran where he was placed in sofitary confinement for another 10 days. After his release,
he was ordered to report to the "Komiteh" (the Iranian Revolulionary Committee) once 3 week.
0., her husband and their family fled [ran in 1992 tollowing the murder of Bishop Haik Hovsepran-Mehr.

After O. and her family rled Iran, Mrs. B. regeived terronizing phone calis from church opponents
every night around midnight. During these phone calls no one spoke, but she could hear hornible
laughter and strange murmurings. Many other Evangelical Christians received similar calls. Because
of these calls Mrs. B. worried and was unable to sieep. She finally fled Tran in May 1995,

Mr. B, an Assyrian Evangelical Christian, actively evangelized other students at his university in isfahan
from 1993 to 1995. Because of his evangelism and Christian activities, Mr. B. was beaten up by the
family of a Muslim college student and threatened with expuision by university officials. He was

also arrested, interrogated and beaten by the Komiteh, Although he was freed after posting bond.
the Komiteh continued to build a case against him,

Mr, B. and Mr, V., another Assyrian Evangelical Christian. participated in Christian activities at Shahin

"Shahr Assyrian Association near [sfahan. In February 1995 Mr. B, and Mr. V., organized Christian
worship and fellowship meetings for the Assyrian Christians of Bandar Abbas, Several Muslims who
wese interested in Christianity also antended the meesings. Mr. B. and Mr. V., were arrested, sccused
of proseiytizing, interrogated and beaten. Mr. B learned that formal charges of proselytizing were
to be filed against him. A Musiim convert to Christianity who attended the Christian meetings was
arrested and charged with apostasy. Fearing for their lives. Mr. B. and Mr V. posted bond and fled
Tran in March 1995, After the Iranian authorities learned of their escape, they invaded and searched Mr.
B.'s former residence.

—-N

In 1993, while visiting relatives in the U.S., Mrs. E made 3 decision 10 convert from klam 0
Christianity. She returned to lran in early 1994 and began anending the Central Assembly of God
Church meetings in Tehran. She had o walk to meetngs and began 10 sense she was heing followed.
One afternoon 2 young man propositioned her After Rev. Mehdi Dibay was martyred, Mes. E suended
the funeral on or about July 12, 1994, in Islam Shahr, 3 subucd of Tehran. Not long aner the funeral.
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as Mrs, E. was leaving her church, a car pulled up beside her and the occupants ordered her to get
into the car. When she refused, three men in the car told her they wanted (o see her Bible. They
told her they would take it from her forcibly unless she handed it to them. When she gave the Bible
{0 them, they began tearing it into pieces, laughing at her and verhally insulting her. They then
threatened her by saying, “We beiter not see you going to church again, or else. . . X,

Za.m&&Snnn&n_éawa:_uao.vﬂn:«cstﬂ.o_nS.Bov#aa.wnvg:.aiuuz.ima
8359««55%&&%8%?9&3»&3? E, and therefore she could not
attend their churches. wvogquonsagu&B&E&Bgnwgsﬁo. {n October 1994,
nﬂnva_&cucﬁﬂnz_a.m.aaungwa&oﬂ__&guvmnaasﬁ.%i&aﬂneogg
Rev. og..—dogcﬂsg—?ﬂvﬂig. *IT we see you going to church again, we will take
zﬁaguvg_!nﬁnggwaﬁzgsgwﬂ.izggn He then hit her face and
back with an object he had hidden in his hand. Mrs. E. and her son fled Iran in February 1995.

Shortly after their escape from fran, Mrs. E.'s husband tried to obuain 3 jerer of reference from the
Central Assembly of God Church in Tehran for her refuges application and was severely heaten in the
street by revolutionary guards or Basijis upon leaving the church,

In or about June 1994, five Muslim farmiies filed complaints against Mr. R, 4 Muslim convert 10
Christianity. Islamic authorities issued 0 summons for his arrest and the istamic Revolutionary
Guards tried to arrest him several times, which he escaped by hiding from the authorities. Around
midnight in August 1994, Revolutionary Guards severely heat his wife and children until they were
anconscious in an attempe to discover Mr. R.'s location. The Revolutionary Guards and Basijis (young
men hired by the government (O terrorize people) then hroke all the windows in the house and threw
the family's belongings into the street while shouting, "These people are blasphemers!” They looted
the house, set the family car on fire, and stole the remaining household belongings.

In April 1994, Mr. R's daughter Z., 3 high schooi freshman, was caught sharing her Christian faith with
other students and giving them Christian tracts in Persian. She was detained hy school autherities and
subsequently expelled from school. T.. their 13 year old. and L. their 9 year old. were also expelled
from their schools. In September 1994, the children were able to register in other school districts after
the family paid bribes. They auended school until mid-November 1994, when the family's Chrisuan
background was discovered, and they were again expelled and threatened with death if they ever
attempted 10 requrn to school. The family fled Iran in February 1995.

ln 1979 or early 1980, Mr. M. converted from Isiam to Christianity and was driven from his family
home in Ahwaz. While in the military, Mr. M. did not hide that he was a Christian. In Apail 1985, he
was made responsible for food distribution until the fasting month began, but as Muslims will not allow
an “unclean” person distributing their faod, he was transferred to Kerman, There he was arrested,
ransferred to 2 village police base and taken (© an Ahwaz prison where he was placed in solitary
confinement. While in prison, he was allowed to use the bathroom only three times per day and the
shower once a week. He suffered from food poisoning and beatings, and could hear the cries and
cereams of many young men and women heing tortured. Mr. M. spent 3 total of one year and eight
days in three prisans.

In Masch 1986, Mrs. D. converted from islam 10 Christianity. As 3 result of which her family heal
het and imprisoned her in their home for ane year She was finally altowed to get 2 job, but W'
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\red after her boss asked her 1o lie, which she refused ta do hecause of her beliefs. [n 1987 or 1988,
Mrs. [ was arrested and taken to the “Comminiee Against Vice™ headquarters. While waiting, Mrs. D.
could hear women screaming. She was physicaily searched, her New Testament was tound. and then she
was locked in & small room. A revolutionary guard entered her cell with the intent of raping her
She screamed uncontrollably until the man left the cell, She was released (o her parents the next morning.
When she arrived at home, her brother beat her severely until she was unconscious. After this
beating she couldn't speak for over two months.

Mr. M. and Mrs. D married in October 1990, Because of their religion they were unable to find
housing. They were placed under heavy surveillance, and their phones were bugged. Several times
Mr. M. and his wife returned home 1o discover that their home had been searched, their books torn
up, their wedding photos taken from a picture album and their money stolen. Threats were left in
their home which read, *Stop your apastasy or we will kill you!* Because of their fear, Mr. M and
Mrs. D discreetly applied for passports early in 1994, After they received much more harassment and
persecution, their passports were granted and they fled Iran in January 1995,

~

In 1986, Mr. E. convened from Islam to Christiamity. [n July 1990, because of his “religion,” he was
arrested on the charge of "ahandoning Islam.” He was imprisoned, interrogated. tortured. and
housed in intolerable conditions. Revolutionary Guards interrogated him and told him that he was (0
be executed. Just before his trial was 10 begin, government authorities dropped all charges agawnst him
because the UN Speciai naﬁgﬁ. Mr. Reyoaldo Galindo Pohl, was scheduled to visit lran in
November 1990 (please refer to details and copies of charges in the August 1994 ICI report). Mr. E
barely escaped execution, a month afier Mr, Pohl's visit government authorities executed Rev. Hossein
Scodmand in Mashad on charges of apostasy

After Mr, E. was celeased from prison he secretly married bis wite, Mrs. A., in the Central Assembly
of God Church. As a young Christian, Mes. A. had previously been threatened by 3 Revolutionary
Guard: "I am here to take you. [ warn you not te associate with Christians, and il you don’t ohey,
we will put a lead hullet into your empty head.” Mr. E. and Mrs. A. went o Turkey, where they
stayed about six months. Upon their resurn 10 Iran they werz interrogated at the border by government
authorities, but were allowed to return o Tehran since they were 3 martied couple. For two and half
years after their return from Turkey, they lived in 3 basement under heavy surveiilance. Their
phone was tapped and they constantly feared being arrested, imprisoned, interrogated. tortured
and/or executed. They finally fled Iran in December 1994,

Ms, D., an ethnic Armenian and Evangelical Christian, actively invited her Muslim friends and
colleagues to attend an [njili (Presbyterian U.S.A.) church in Tehran. In September 1994, Islamic
Revolutionary Guards arrested two of her Muslim guests when they were leaving church. Under the
pressure of interrogation and threats, they named Ms. D. as the person who was attempting to convert
them from Istam to Christianity. Shortly after their arrest, Revolutionary Guards began (o search
for her actively and went 1o her home while she was not there. Ms. D. and her son escaped [ran in
November 1994,



After Mr. B. converted from Islam to Christianity, he worked full time in the Central Assembly of God
Church. He took part in the leadership of the house church meetings, taught Sunday School and instructed
new Christians, most of whom were Muslim Converss 1o Christianity. After three pastors were killed
in 1994, Me. B. and his wife, N., along with other church members, waited fearfully to see what would
happen next. They were exwremely afraid of being arrested and killed also. In November 1994, the day
the Mr. B. and his family fied Iran, his mother received an anonymous phone call telling her that her
son’s life was in danger by the SAVAMA, Iran’s secret police. The local Komiteh have a dossier on
Mr. B. and his family.

Ms. A., an Assyrian Evangelical Christian, was employed at the Evangelical Church of Tabriz as 2
secretary and pianist. She evangelized Muslims by distributing Christian books and tapes and [eading
Bible studies and prayer meetings. [n September 1984 she was summoned by the government and
ordered to make an ocal commitment not to evangelize Mushms In August 1992, an agent of the
Ministry of Islamic Guidance attempted 10 trap her by asking her for a New Testament.

In February 1989, Ms. A.'s brother was reported (o the school principal because he had witnessed and
given Christian books and tapes 1o his classmates. The principal ordered him to read the Qur'an and W
participate in istamic prayers. On instructions from the principal, some students in his school pressured
him to conven to Islam, threatened him and beat him, Since the students continued to threaten 2nd harass
him, he was forced o quit school in March 1989

In August 1994, an official from the Ministry of Istamic Guidance pressured Ms. A. to renounce
Christianity and convert to Isfam. He told her, “You are a good believer and worker for Christ. [ want
to do you a favor so you won't go (o hell. You can avoid hell by joining Islam, which is the [ast and
the rightful religion.” When Ms. A. then thanked him and stared that Christ is the Way, the Truth and
the Life, the official became very angry. In fear for her life, Ms. A. and her family fled Iran in
September 1994.

ilv—Muslim Cony

Mc. T. converted from Islam 1o Christianity in 1983. In February 1988, he was appointed as church
wreasurer of the Mashad Assembly of God Church by the Pasior, Rev. Soodmand. Mc. T.'s family
ridiculed and persecuted him because of his Christian faith. His father often threatened to kil him,
and other family members cut all their ties with him. In September 1990, because of family persecution,
Mr. T. and his wife were focced to sell their home und mave away from his relatives inm the first
floor of their pastor’s home. Mr. T's refatives awempted (0 turn his wife against him, but she refused
to leave him and converted from [slam to Christianity in December 1990

After their pastor, Rev. Soodmand, was executed in December 1990, the government Security
Organization, SAVAMA, summoned the T family into their office each week for questioning, The
SAVAMA ordered them to leave the Soodmand family and constantly threatesied them with death
(Mr. T.'s wife took care of Rev. Soodmand’s children and blind wife after his execution) The
SAVAMA threats of imprisonment or death increased after Christmas services OF baptisms, When Mr.
T s father died in 1993, his relatives continued persecuting and ridiculing him and deprived him of his
inheritance



.n July and August 1994, SAVAMA Jgents
i Nt

! Is vi n the Mo n
v. Mikaelian. [f they had agreed to do this, they all would have been killed and their deaths
plamed on the Mojahedin,

In August 1992, M. T. was promoted (0 managing director at his job and maintained this position until
July 1994 During that ume, he was awarded a commendation medal for good performance. InJuly 1994,
due to pressure from the SAVAMA, he was fired from his joh because of his conversion and because
he secved as assistant pastor of the Assembly of God Church of Mashad. The T. family fled Iran in
September 1994.

N

{a 1987, Mr. E. converted from Islam to Christianity. Because of his conversion, government authorities
imprisoned him twice and prevented from continuing his higher education or nhtaining employment.
Unable 10 bear the persecution of the government of the Istamic Republic of lran. he fled lran in August
1994

. Mrs. A.. an Evangelical Armenian Christian since 1965, was persecuted daily while shopping. Because
of her “raligion,” Muslim shop owners mistreated her and did not allow her 1o purchase the same food
that Muslims purchased. Frequently. after standing in long lines. she was told that the tood she requested

“was sold out.™ She was under constant surveiilance untl she fled Iran in August 1994,

Ms. G., an Evangelical Armenian Christian since 1965, was forced to quit her job at the lran Bible
Society in 1985 because of persecution hy povernmeni authorities. Muslim fanatics in the government
threatened to close the Bible Sociery, churches and other Christian instirutions. 1a June 1989, she found
employment 3s 2 manuscript proof reader for 3 U.S. based Bible Translation project. Since printing and
publication of the Bible were illegal, the staff of the Bible Transiation project had w change ther office
location frequently. They feared that if they were caught translating and preparing the Bible for prinuing,
they would be arrested, imprisoned. tortured or worse. Much of the time Ms. G. worked secretly at
home, where she was under constant surveillance. In June 1993, Revolutionary Guards arrested Ms.
G. for not wearing the proper Islamic dress even though she was wearing the thick-hlack stockings,
monto (long dress), and maghna'eh (head covering) required for women in lran. After her release,
she began receiving threatening telephane calls day and night, Whenever she went ouwside her house,
she was followed by Revolutionary Guards wha insulted her and harassed her with sexual jokes. She
) fied lran in August 1994,

Mr. |, an Armenian Evangelical Christian, was denied university admission hecause of his Christian
religion. He fell in love with Ms. Z_, who was born and brought up as a Mushm Although Mr 1. and
Ms. Z. wanted to marry, [ranian law forhids a oon-Muslim man o marry 3 Muslim woman. The
punishment for this crime is execution

When Ms. Z. expressed her desice to hecome a Christan, her futher accused Me. J of trying to convert
his daughter to Christianity. Mr. J was detained, physically tortyred, threatened with execution,
and forced to guarantee (hat he would not influence her toward Christiamity
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Mr. ) and Ms. Z fled lran in July 1994, After leaving fran Mrs. Z converted 10 Chrisuanity and was
baptized  The couple married in November 1995.

Mrs. N. was 2 nurse with 2 17 year record of good employment. When she converted from Islam to
Christianity in June 1993, family members told her hushand, “Any Musiim recommends that she be
killed.* One of hee brothers-in-law, who was 3 mullah. another brother-in-law, who was an Islamic
Revolutionary Guard and the driver of the Friday Imam of Shiraz, and other in-tlaws continually insulted
and made death threats to Mrs. N. and her children, In December 1993, 2 co-worker at the bospital
where she worked learned that she had converted to Christianity. The co-worker, a member of the local
Komiteh (the religious ruling body), reported Mrs. N.'s coaversion 10 the Islamic Association at the
hospital, after which she was severely ridiculed, threatened and persecuted, From May 1994 undii she
fled Iran in June 1994, she was given work as an unskilled person and was not paid any salary or
unused vacation time.

In 1992, while driving a taxi, Mr. R. was listening t0 Christian music on the cab’s tape player. A fanauc
Mushim passenger reporied his activity to the government authorities and three days later he was
symmoned to Court. The judge noticed the cross Mr. R. wore around his neck and condemned him
t0 70 lashes. The sentence was carried out by Revolutionary Guards who gave his back 70 lashes
of a long leather whip, causing hruising, bleeding and permagnent scars 1o his back, pain and
weakness in his left arm aad shoulder and loss of hearing 1o his left ear. After the whipping Mr. R.
was kept in custody for one week, During this detention, he was forced to sign a statement that he had
not converted from Islam to Christianity. When he was released to his family, he was semi-
conscious and close to death. He spent the following two weeks in the hospital. On every Friday,
the Muslim holy day, government suthorities forced him (o attend prayer mestings at the local
mosque. To protect himself and his family, he complied but continued to hold his Christian beliefs in
his heart. In May 1994, when he had saved enough money (0 pay for 3 smuggler's services, he fled lran
and applied for asylum in 3 Western country. His family, also converts from islam to Christianity, plans
© join him soon.

{n 1983, Mr. T. became 3 Christian. His older brother was opposed 10 Mr. T's new faith and threatened
bim with bodily harm and death. The brother often beat Mr. T., tore up his New Testament and
drove him out of the family home. In 1992, on two separate occasions, the local Komiteh arrested
Mr. T. with a Bible in his possession. Each time he was detained, interrogated and heaten for (two
days and warned (o not evangelize. His family members later informed the Ministry of Information
of his conversion and a summons was issued for his arrest. InJune 1993, he fled the Istamic Republic
of lran,

~M<. H. and Fumi

Ms. H. and her family, Assyrian Evangelical Christians, attended the Urumich Assembly of God Church.
{n 1980, when the iran-Iraq war broke out, Ms. H.'s father worked near the war front. Although many
of his MusTim colleagues fled to safer cities, the Islamic Assaciation at his work threatened (0 pronaunce
her father “anti-revolutionary™ if he left. The stress and discrimination caused him to die from a heart
arack in 1983, One year after his death, local religious jeaders tried 1o confiscase the family’s house
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crom 1983 to 1987, when Ms. H. anended high school in Urgmizn, Muslim teachers and students
ridiculed Ms. H. and her sister toc thew Christian faith. In December 1981, Ms. H. was detained,
interrogated and beaten hy the [slamic Association at her school. [n June 1987, her high school
panciple cefused o recommend her tor college entrance £1ams. aithough her sister obtained the
recommendation and passed the entrance exam, college officials told her that they had no room for
Christians, Ms. H. and her sister were also denied employment because of their Christian religion.

in May 1991, while Ms. H. was shopping in Urumieh, Revolutionary guards arrested her for talking with
a foreigner. They interrogated her intensively and stated. “You Christians in Iran like those foreign
Christians. Therefore we want to cleanse our society from you (Christians].” Ms. H. was heaten,
fined one hundred thousand Toumans (about five hundred dollars) and required 10 report to the
Komiteh once o week for three months.

In September 1991, an influential Mullzh maoved next door to Ms. H.'s family. His two guards pressured
them to attend weekly religious meetings, sent women from the mosque to demand that they convert 1o
lslamn. and arrested Ms, H. and her sister for not wearing the Islamic dress code inside their own home
Ms. H. and her sister were forced (0 $ign @ paper conressing that they had propagated vice and
prostitution and committing themselves 1o uphold the [slamic laws

One might when Ms. H. and her sister were home slone, the two guards farced (heir way inside and
threatened that if Ms. H. and her sister did not hecome Musfims, they would rape them. therehy
giving them no choice but to marry them and become Muslims. The next day the Mullah publicized

the women's Christianity, proclaimed them Najls, or impure, and forbade the local shopkeepers (o sell
o them.

In February 1992, Ms. H. and her sister were accused “turning girls away from Islam and toward
Christianity.” (Two of their Musiim friends had hecome interested in Christianity and began atending
church.) Revolutionary guards raided the family’s house. demolished their belongings. and kicked and
punched Ms. H. and her sister. Ms. H. and her sister were arrested, detained and interrogated.
Zsinab Sisters beat them with a whip until they confessed to *deceiving girls into going to church.”
Believing that the maximum penalty of death awaited them. Ms. H. and her stster fled fran at once

In November 1979, Mr. S. became a Christian. When his family learned that he would not abandon his
Christian faith, they disowned him, After the Revolution, he sold Christian Bibles and literature on
sidewalks, in parks, and in people’s homes and work places. Islamic government security forces
questioned his activities from time to time and identified him as a Monarchist, Il the
Revolutionaries had discovered that Mr. § was a Musiim convert and 4 son of a Tahatabai Seyed
(descendant of the Islamic Prophet Mohammad), he would have heen arrested, imprisoned,

tortured, and possibly executed us an “apestate.” In January 1991 friends informed him of the
government’s plans to arrest him and he tled fran.

In 1961, at the age of 11, Mc. M. became 2 Cheistian. Before the 1979 Islamic Revolution, he tnied O
share his Christian faith with his fellow employees. After the Revolution, because of his Christian
convictions and political opinions. he was unexpectedly expelled from military service in October 1981,
Revolutionary Guards then hegan to interrogate him weekly  In Maren 1982, Mc. M and his family
moved from their home and tried (o rent 3 place to start a private business, however, poverament
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alficials refused the owner of the huilding permission to rent to him. Two months fater, Revolutionary
Guards discovered where the family lived and began forced urmed searches of their home.

in August 1984, Revolutionary Guards kidaapped and murdered his wife's hrother, Mr. S., because
Mr. S. verbally defended Mc. M. Mr. M.'s wife, children, father, brother-in law, mother-in-law, and
wife's grandmother all became victims of sinister and inhumane persecution by government officials.
Because of this persecution due w his Christian faith and political opinion, Mr. M. fled Iran in September
1988. After the local Komiteh interrogated his wife 3 number of times to discover Mr. M's whereabouts,
she fled Iran with the children in 1992.

The persecution of Christian minorities in the Islamic Republic of Iran first gained anention from the
public and some human rights oqnuamﬁawwﬂ..: the early 1990's. However the kiliings of three Evangelical
pastors in Iran during the first balf of | gained worldwide attention and brought more focus on the

worsening plight of persecuted Christians, parmicularly that of Muslim converts 1o Christianity and other
Evangelical Christians.

The recent history of human rights of the Christian minority In [ran can be divided into three periods:
1) the late 1970"s and early 1980"s, 2) the mid and Jate 1980°s, and 3) the [990°s.

Late 1970's and Early 1980's; During and immediately following the Islamic Revolution in 1979, the
Islamic government was preoccupied with political opposition, consolidatian of its power and the ongoing
fran-Iraq war, which resulted in relative freedom for and few incidences of persecution against {ranian
Evangelical Christians. The publication and sale of Christian books were allowed. Churches evangelized
Muslims with little opposition. Nevertheless, the Christian community, especially the Anglican church
in Iran, suffered greatly. In February 1979, Rev. Araswo Sayyah was martyred in the city of Shiraz.
A short time later there was an artempt on the life of Bishop Dehqgani-Tafti, followed by the confiscation
of most of the Anglican church property. In May 1980 Bishop Dehgani’s son was martyred in Tehran
(a detailed account of which can be found in the book titled The Hard Awakening). In 1983 Rev. Mehdi
Dibaj, 3 Muslim convert evangelist, was arrested and imprisoned on charges of apostasy.

Mid to Late 1980's: Daring the mid and late 1980°s governmental interference with the Evangelical
Chrisuan Church increased and there was marked persecution of Muslim ¢onvens to Christianity. The
authorities began demanding lists of Muslim convens from church pastors. There were agempts 10 fimit
and/or deny access to the church and evangelistic events for Muslims and Muslim converns, The Garden
of Evangelism, a Christian training center, was declared oft-limits to Muslims in 1988, Rev. Diba)
continued to be incarcerated without a trial and routinely tortured. Another Mushim convert, Manuchehr
Afghani, disappeared in 1988, (The report af his murder was released in 1995.) The government
curtailed publication of Christian materials and limited the supply of printing paper o Evangelical
churches,
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1990"s; Persecution drastically increased in the 1990°, with seven notable veourrences
D S RS R T TR

) RSN IERERY was condemned Lo death by the [slamic cours
in the city of Mashad in December 1990 and the sentence Was carried out shortly thereafter. The
charges against him were conversion from Islam, evangelizing Mustims, and pastoring a Muslim
convert church.

3) Rev. Dibaj was condemned 10 death by the Islamic court in the city ot Sari in December 1993.
The court verdict labeled his charges as apostasy from Islam,

4) Bishop Haik Hovsepian-Mehr led an intemational campaign which culminaed in the release of
Rev. Dibaj in January [995. An Islamic govemment official denied that there was a death
sentence against Dibaj even as copies of the court order for death sentence were being distributed
worldwide, The official stated the death penaity was “10G severe,” however he did not say what
would constitute just penalty for conversion from Islam in the Islamic Republic

5 G ¢ isappeared i md-Jasuary 1994 from Tehran His body was
found in late January buried in 3 Muslim cemetery under SUSpICIOUS CIfCUMSTAnces

e )

.. another lrgnian Evangeiical Chnstian pastor. and Rev Dibay
disappeared from Tehrun in late June 1994, Their Sodies were found in eacly July 1994.

7. In July 1994, Mr. Hassan Shahjamali, an lraman Evangelical Christian from [daho, was arrested
at the Shiraz Airport 00 2 trip o lran to visit his tamily He was derained. interrogated and

intimidated for approximately (wo weeks. He was freed from prison and evenrually allowed to
leave [ran due 1o internauonal pressure.

In January 1994 Bishop Hovsepian-Mehr refeased a fist of human rights violations against members ot
his church that included the beating of Muslim convers, closing of Persian-speaking churches. and arvest,
detention, interrogation and torure of Christian pastors and Evangelical Chrisuans. These acts of
persecution escalated during 1994 and 1995, Because of the church closings, the number of Persian

speaking churches was reduced from over twenty in 1990 o three in 1995, (Persian is the language of
99% of iranian Muslims.)

Although the negative publicity following the court seatences of Rev. Soodmand and Rev, Dibaj in lran

iti i of , Muslim converts to
Christianity, other Evangelical Christians. pastors and church leaders continue o be arrested, imprisoned,
and tortured because of their religion. Some ace kept under heavy surveillance, with their phones apped
and letters routinely opened, while others received written and oral death (hreats. Some have also
escaped assassination attempts. Others bave lost their jobs or have been refused gaintul employment,
housing and education. Since Bishop Hovsepran-Mehr's death in January 1994, government agents are
concentrating their persecution more on individuals who are Muslim conveets and/or those who encourage
Muslims to convert 1o Christianity. Ethnic Christians such as Armenians and Assyrians also continue O

face officially sanctioned discrimination, particularly i the areas of employment, education. housing,
public accommedations and the court system.

The following reports are only 2 portion of the persecution, arrest, imprisonmest, torture, and execution
aof franian Musiim converts (0 Christiamity, [ not otherwne stated, the intormation regarding the
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accounts below was received in contidential reports from relishle sources in [ran who are close (o the
events. Although specific names, dates and places are on file, these detals are not used to protect the
subjects of the réports.

Pastors and Church Leaders Who Work With Musiim Converts:

TR Rev. Mehdi Dibaj was arvested in 1983 in the city of Babol for his conversion from
EEBQ&&B.Q some 45 years ago and was held without cause until the church paid $20,000 as
security for his 8533 release. Shortly thereafter, he was 3gain arrested and tortured in atempts to
focce him to renounce Christianity and embrace Islam. He remained in prison in Sari and Tehran and was
EEEE from _oau EE_ -8 was 8.&85& to death on December 21, 33 zx So Q.ES
of apostasy.' Tv

EEEE During 9: .55 xn< o.d._ 5 wife was 53&9& _59 ._85 3
stoning uniess she denied her faith and divorced him. She was aiso forced to give up her children because

they refused to deny their Christian faith, She later married a fundamentalist Muslim.* * <

Rev. Dibaj was released from prison in December 1993, at which ume a farwa {religious edict) aganst
him appeared in a Tehran newspaper, calling for his execution. About the same time, Rev. Dibaj received
formal notification from the Iranian authorities thar his case was not closed and that he might be asked
10 return o prison again for further quesrioning
.

On July 5, 1994 law enforcement officials in Tehran, iran reported that they had found the body of Rev
Mehdi Dibaj in a recreation forest located in west Tehran. Rev Dihai, along with 3 group of believers,
bad left Tehran at 8:15 AM on Monday, June 20, 1o hold a Christian conference in the Sharon Garden
in Karaj, a suburb of Tehran. They spent Monday through Friday there. Rev. Dibaj was planning 10
celebrate his daughter Fereshteh's, birthday with her and the family on Friday, June 24. The family had
not ail gathered together for 10 years because of Rev. Dibaj's previous imprisonment. Rev, Dibaj left
Sharon Garden alone, on Friday, to join his family, but never arrived. Inquiries 10 government
authorities about his whereabouts after his disappearance were to no avail until the [ranian government’s
news release on July S. Rev. Dibaj's cldest son was summoned to the morgue on July 5, 1994, to
identify his father's body. His body was not released to the family for an independent sutopsy. He was
buried on July 13.*Treweu

D 2nd succeed ed Bishop Haik Hovsepian-Mehr after he was martyred in January, (994, Rev.
Mikaelian had been threatened with death by the authorities on several diffecent occasions.

Rev, Mikaelian preached his last message about the Christian Church in the Central Assemblies of God
Church in Tehran on Sunday, June 26. He stressed that the Christian church has given martyrs throughout
its history; that franian Christians should neither be perplexed about or be afraid of martyrdom, but rather
be prepared to face it

On June 29, 1994 Rev. Mikaelian left home at ahout 4:30 PM after :r.ﬁ.szn an unexplained telephone
call; his whereabouts from that time were unknown until July 2, ar 5:00 PM, when government
authorities in Tehran called his son, Galo, to coms aQ:J his father’ s co._q which was ua.nn held in
the coroner’s office. y-tw old Rev vous illgd |
execution style murder; shot three tumes in the back of the head. There were orders fram the SAVAMA
(the Iran secret police) not to release his body aver to anyone ™ 12 1+ 1w @ (Pleage see Exhibits | and
2)
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X : Bishop Haik Hovseman-Mehr, 23¢ 49 an ethnie Armemian and
Superintendent of the Assembiies of God and the Councii of Churches in lran. disappeared in Tehran
on Wednesday, January 19, 1994, three days after Rev. Mehdi Dibaj was released following ten years
in prison in Sari. Silent for many years over the harassment and persecution endured by the Assemblies
of God church in lran, Bishop Hovsepian-Mehr had tinally spoken out during the rirst two weeks of
January, 1994 in an effort to draw international autention to Rey Diba's case. No one c¢laimed
responsibility for his abduction." (Please see Exhibit 2.)

Government officials claimed that Bishop Hovseplan-Mehr was found dead by police on January 20, near
Shahre Rey, a suburb of Tehran, soon after he was murdered and his body thrown in the street. They
also claimed that when they were unable to idemtify him. they buried him in Behesht -¢- Zahra, the largest
Istamic cemetery in Iran just outside Tehran. After pressure from the family and from human rights
organizations and officials of other governments, the body of Bishop Hovsepian-Mehr was reburied on
February 3, 1994 in a Christian cemetery, with more than 2,000 sttending the burial service,* @2 =2

The building in Ahwaz used by hoth Angiican aft Presbyterian (Injili) congrezations was shut down in
1993. (Please see Exhibit 1.)

Around winter 1992, Omid Monieshedi, age 28, and his wife, Facideh Dadkhah-Farhadi, age 25, an Arab
couple who had been Muslim convens 1o Chrisnianity for six years, and who lived in the city of Ahwaz.
were called to the "Komiteh” for {nterropation Mrs, Dadkhah-Farhadi was later ordeced 10 court. When
she refused to go, the “pasdacans” (revolutionary guards) came 10 her home When she again refused to
g0 with them, they threatened her, The following day, they accused her of having sexcal relations with
the pastor of the church and said that they would produce photos w prove this, They then tried o
convince her husband of her illicit activities, which he retused o believe =

During the Spring of 1989, another Iranian pastor was imprisoned i Ahwaz, in southern fran, for about
ane month before he was released on bond. He continues to be harassed and interrogated because of
his alleged activities among Iranians from 2 Muslim background.

During the latter part of 1988, the pastor of a church in Ahwaz, lran, was arrested and placed in
solitary confinement for 20 days where he was heaten often, He was then blindfolded dnd 1aken to
Teliran and placed in solitary confinement for another 10 days Afier his release, he was ordered (o
report (o the "Komiteh™ (the lranian Revolutionary Committee) once 3 week. A short time later,
another pastor who had replaced the above-mentioned one was aiso arrested, Imprisoned, and then
banished to Tehran, The church was closed by the Ministey of Islamic Guidance and the church property
confiscated. Cther Christians in Ahwaz, of whom mast are Muslim converts e Christianity, have been
arrested and imprisoned. Many church members have aiso been threatened with imprisonment on
numerous occasions. One pastor and several church members have found asylum in the West '

In 1986, 4 couple in Ahwaz and an woman in Mashad, who were converts to Chrisuanity from Muskim
eunxnacaau were [arced hy i
a_lslam
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Gorgan Church:

[n October 1993, the church was clused and some members badly beaten. One church member,
Hassan, was so roughly beaten that his arm was broken and he fled the city in fear of his life. (Please
see Exhibit 3.)

The Gorgan church was closed following the acrest and continued detention of Ghassem (2 Muslim
convert), the son of a church deacon, on charges of adultery. The charges are befieved to have been
concocted to give Iranian authorities reason for closing the church. His confession was extracted under
duress. (Please see Exhibit 3.)

Isfahan Churches:

Since August 1993, the leaders in the Assemblies of God churches have been increasingly pressured (o
sign documents stating that they will no longer allow Muslims to attend church services ar to preach
in Farsi. (Please see Exhibit 1.)

On June 25, 1993, the Assembly of God Church congregation was gathered for worship in a private
garden when police scaled the walls and surrounded the group. The police demanded to see the identity
cards of all worshipers. Pastor George was later questioned and pressured to sign a statement affirming
that he would not allow Muslims 10 enter his church. The pastor politely declined, insisting that no
Iranian could be so impolite a5 10 turn away 3 viswor, (Please see Exhibit 3.)

[n June 1993, the isfahan Church was surrounded by Istamic guards on motorcycles who prohibited any
converts or inquirers of Muslim background from entering the church, Since the incident occurred, about
IS5 Muslim converts who reguiarly antended services have not been allowed 10 amend. All have been
interrogated and threatened not to attend church.

Muslim convents who are members of the Anslican churches have also heen interropated and
threatened, They are not allowed o attend church services.

During the winter of 1993, Rahmat Khadivi, age 35, 2 Major in the army of the Islamic Republic of Iran,
was dismissed when it was learned than he had converted from Islam to Christianity, He had become a
Christian in Tehran and became 2 secret member of the church in Isfahan after returning there. Because
of his conversion he was heaten and very badly wounded in his hometown of Shahreza.™

In December 1992, Mohammed Ali Maher, age 43, a Muslim convert of 10 years and 2 standing deacon
of the Assembly of God Church in Isfahan, was also persecuted, arrested, imprisooed and mentally
tortured. He was ordered to appear before the “Komitch” once a week for 2 number of weeks and w©
record all of the pastor’s sermons on a cassette recorder. After some weeks of obeying this order he
refused 1o record any more sermons, despite threats from his intecrogator ™  (Please see Exhibit 3.)

Several days laer, Mr. Maher was ordered o court. The interrogator questioned him and accused him
of_apostasy. He was then blindfolded and taken to the “inquisition court,” run by several Mullahs
(Muslim clergy), where he wus candemned to death 3< an apoestate. The court wld him that if he did

not deny his Christian faith and return to Islam, he and his wife and children would be executed. The

next day, he was hlindfolded and taken to the gallows When he felt the rope tighten around his neck
and heard a Mullah quote verses from the Qur'an, he hecame badly frightened for his wife and children.
He motioned to the guard and the hanging was stopped. He denied his Christian faith and said that he
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sas requrning o Islam. Whi ] er without reading 1. He
sﬁsgna_ﬂm.&gg_..:nzaa.a.na._wsaot.:.ia_o...:n& church.”

In 1988, the land, huildings and equipment of the Assembiies of God church were seized by armed
security forces. There was no right of appeal. The property had been used tor various social weifare
projects run by the church aimed at helping handicapped Musiim children and young adulis. One of these
buildings now serves as a police headquarters and jail. (Please see Exhibic 3.)

On August 17, 1980, Rev. Iraj Mouahedeh, the pastor in charge of St. Luke's (Anglican) Church in
Isfahan, was arrested and imprisoned for seven months.”

On October 26, 1979, the home of Bishop Dehqani-Taiti, the Bishop for the Anglican Church in Iran,
was attacked and an attempt was made on his life. During the anack his wife, Margaret, was wounded
while sleeping in their bedroom.

On October 8, 1979, the sanctity of the church was disregarded. and Bishop Dehqani-Tafu was arrested.

On October 3, 1979, the farm for the training of the hlind, which belongza 10 the Church, was
confiscated

On August 19, 1979, Bishop Dehgani-Tafii's house and diocesan offices. containing 311 his documents
and personal #Tecls, were looted ano hurned.
.

On August 12, 1979, the ChristofTel Blind Mission, telonging to the Anglican Church, was confiscated.

On June 11, 1979, the Christian hospital was confiscated after Over I centuiy Of service.

Kerman Church:

In or about the summer of 1992, the A by the Ministry of Islamic
Guidance.”

Kermanshah Church:

In the city of Kermanshah, where Assyrian Pastor Wilson led the Assyrian Pentecostal Assembly, some
of the converts were beaten, hung upside down and heaten with thick wires for many hours. The
arm of one convert was broken because of the torture. The meetings for the convens have since been
closed down and the pastor himself is not permitted to leave the country of lran. (Please see Exhibit 4.)

In April 1992, Mr. Ebrahim Ebrahimi, 2 Muslim convert to Christianity, was arrested and imprisoned
for one week in the town of Marivan, near Kermanshah (Bakhtaran), afer cevolutionary guards found
Gospels and the Jesus film in his possession. He was not allowed any visitors during his detention
“hecause he was cansidered an apostate.” (Please see Exhibit 5.)

Since on or about 1990, government authorities have torced the Assyrian pastor ol the Kermanshah lajili
(Presbyterian) Church not 1o preach in Persian,

Mashad Church:

A Muslim convert was arrested, imprisoned and toruced Yrom |938 until s release m Spring 1994
He was charged with apostasy and under sentence of death. He had three mogk executions. two before
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a firing squad and a third by hanging. He was eventually released because many high level officials whom
he had helped throughout the years prior to his arrest petitioned for his release. Because of the wormure
and prison conditions, he suffers from severe permanent health problems including near blindness, hearnt
disease and kidoey failure. He fled Iran in 1994,

During the fall of 1993, fifteen converts in Mashad were beaten to prevent them from amending the

Assembly of God Church in that city. Some were beaten so severely that they 0ok some time [0 recover.
(Please see Exhibit 3.)

In or about the fall of 1991, Mr. Mohammed Sepehr, an Iranian convert from [slam to Christanity who
replaced Rev. Hossein Soodmand after his execution in December 1990. was arrested and imprisoned.
He was released several months later, Mr, ugtugw«acgoggzgnglu

It was reported in June 1993 that police in Mashad were taking Rev. Mohammed Sepehr and Mr. Hossein
Montazami, another church leader, into custody at least once a week (0 interrogate and then torture
them, both mentally and physically Sometimes they were taken 1n two Or three times 3 week

Both men are Muslim convents to Christianity. After probing for the names of everyone atending their
secret Christian meeting, the police bheat ...:..:. severely, (Please see Exhibin 6.)

During the first week of Janvary 1994, the secret police in Mashad ordered Rev. Sepehr (o leave the
city of Mashad. They told him, "We are against you Assembly of God people in [ran!™ Other church
members were also arrested. interrogated and tortured. (Please see Exhibits 4 and 6.)

In July 1993, the leaders of small house churches in Mashad received threatening telephone cails,
warning them to discontinue meetings and threatening to kidnap the children of active pastors and lay
workers. Instead of discontinuing their meetings, the church leaders simply varied the times and places

of their meetings in order to evade detection. (Please see Exhibit 5.) The church building was closed
in 1988. Since then, members have met in secret

in June 1993, an atiempt to kidnap a Christian worker's young son was foiled when e boy managed
to run away from same men in 2 car who said they had come to “take him to his daddy.” Pastors and

Christian workers now say they are accompanying their children © and from school, as @ security
measure. (Please see Exhibit 7.)

It was reported in July 1993 that thirty months after the lranian government executed Rev. Hossen
Soodmand, a convert from Islam to Christianity, members of his church in the strictly [slamic city of
Mashad are still being subjected lo state-sponsored relipious persecution. Islamic authorities are
continuing to systematically arrest, imprison, interrogate, and torture the growing numher of
Muslims who convert to Christianity (Please ses Exhibit 7.)

Davood Davoodi-Majd, 47, and his wife, Marziyeh, 34, converts from Isiam to Christianity, were close
associates of the executed Rev. Soodmand and his family. Local Christian leaders counseled them (o flee
the country overland ta Turkey to avoid a court summons in Mashad. In fear for their lives, the
Davoodi-Majds fled Iran in late January 1993, Sources indicated that they woald have been forced either
to recant their Christiun fuith and return (o Iskum or to face the desth sentence. (Please see Exhibit
6.)
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Rev. Hossein Soodmand, an Iranian Mustim convert o Christianity and pastor of the Assemoly of Gud
Church 1n Mashad, was execyted by hanging Decembper 3.1990. The Minis of Islam: i
i in om_isl anverti i

& v isti

\ ) i i :
in Mashad. Rev, Soodmand had been first arrested in Seprember and had served 28 days in the Mashad
prison. His execution followed his re-acrest and (orture in November ™

When three Christian pastors appealed 1o the Ministry of islamic Guidance of the Islamic Republic of [ran
to not carry out Rev. Soodmand's death sentence. they were told, “We intend 10 exécuie 31l Muslim
ST W : -3

The Jama's Rahbani Church of Mashad (Assembly of God Chureh s sed by The Ministry
of Islamic Guidance in or about 1988. Since that time. the church members, of which most are Muslim
converts to Christianity, meet secredy in small house groups.”

Sari Church:

_a_ooo.g53::5-._.o:m&no,a_sag.cn..._nr_m32u...n:m.anu:oq:<5w_..mﬁ.:&_:n:uan:.s
addresses of all Iranian Muslim convens o Christanity, The pastor's ha rai 38

ha wife were | G n id. The pastor was then
arrested and imprisoned. He was released after four interrogation sessions for reasons unknown to him
(The human rights violations involved in the interrogatons are consistent with Amnesty International
tepons,) The family escaped from Iran in 1989.%

During the spring of 1989, an lranian pastor in Sari was hlindfo
securicy agents of the [ranian
~ was

for 10 hours by
government. He was told the Mazandaran Province “House of
off limits to any Christi ivity, 2specially thar of [ranlans from

i i, in Northern Iran,
and the pastor was focced to leave Sari. The pastor continues (o be harass ropated because

of his alleged activities among Iranians from 2 Muslim background. Recently, another Muslim conven
was o leav i of his ity *

.
.

Mr. Hassan Shahjamali, an lranian Muslim convert to Christianity, permanent resident of the US., and

husband of 3 native born American, went to [ran on May 29, 1994, (o visit his family and encourage the

franian Christians there. He disappeared in [ran on July 1. He was last known w0 have gone (o the Shiraz
airport for 2 plane flight 1o Tehran, as he was scheduled to rewrn w the U.S. on July 3. He never arrived
at the greeting hall of Tehran's Mehrabad Airpoct and family members learned that he was being detained

in Shiraz by government authorities. Mr. Shahjamali was released on July 12 following massive
international pressure from diplomats, human rights organizations and the press, but was not allowed to
lesve Iran on the July 17 flight which had been arranged by governmen: authorities. After more
international pressure from diplomats, human rights organizations, and the press, he was allowed o leave
Iran on July 20 and return safely to his hame in Buise, [daho. While in tran, Mr Shahjamali had met
with Rev. Mehdi Dibaj and other church leaders. He had also made copies and distributed the Jeays
video (Please see Exhibit 8))



Muslim convert members of the Anglican churches in the city of Shiraz have ulso been interroputed and
threatened. They are not allowed to attend church services.

About the end of December 1992, government officials urdered the priest of the Anglican Church of
Shiraz to close the church’s doors 1o the public. (Please see Exhibit 4.)

July 12, 1979~The Christian Hospital run by the Anglicans in Shiraz was confiscated and the church
property was intruded upon.©

February 1979-Pastor Aristoo Sayyah. 3 Muslim convert and the pastor in charge of the Anglican
churches in the Fars Province, was murdered in his office in Shiraz.?

Tabriz Chyrch:

On July 5, 1991, the Branch One Court of Abhar found that Salman-Ali Kavandi, resident of Abhar, in
Northwestern Iran. was not enatitled to his inheritance because he converted from [slam to Christianity
according o Article 298 or A.D.M, Law. Soghra Kavandi. a family member, was summoned to Branch
5 of the Zanjan Court on March 13, 1989, for investigation of her complaint against Saiman-Ali Kavandi
Her complaint stated that he had invited her to emheace the religion of Christianity. She was to
appear in court on May 9, 1989. The outcome of the investigation is not known. (Please see Exhibits 9
and 10.) .

Rev. Edmond Sarkissian, the pastor of the “Injili* church (Presbyterian church) of Tabriz was grrested,
on or about December 7, 1990. He was imprisnned and tartured for two weeks, He suffers from long-
term Ew&.o.@u.ﬂ_ and vrwu.B_ :_?...a nﬁﬁ_:& iz_n imprisoned. Until earty 1996, government
* His church secretary
was forced by government 2&63.2 to inform on Rev. Sarkissian, Q::.n: members and church
activities. Since 1990, all Muslim convens of the Injili Church of Tabriz have left the city after being
severely beaten by government authorities,

Tehaan Churches:

Rev. Younes Bet-Sayyad, assistant pastor of the Assyrian Language Injili (Presbyterian) Church was
arvested on June 30, 1994 by government authorities while (n Hamadan on church business. He was
released after several days of imprisonment. (Please see update on page 6 and Exhibit |.)

In mid fune 1993, the lranian Ministry of Guidance summoned two leaders of the Assemblies of God
Central Church in downtown Tehran. OfTicials reportedly ordered the church to cancel its Friday
worship meetings and stipulated that worshipers attending the Sunday church services would be
required to show their identity cards at the door. Church services on Friday, the weekly day off in
Iran, are heavily attended by hoth members of Christian minority groups and converts from Islam
Requiring ID card checks would automatically expose everyone of Muslim background 1o police scrutiny
Despite strong threats of "consequences” for disobeying (he ultimatum, church leaders refused to
comply. (Please see Exhibit 7))

Since the October 17, 1993 luw requiring people ta state their religious affiliation on their identity
cards, every government employee attending ane Assemblies of God church in Tehran has been fired
One of them who had worked far the siate for 15 years was given no notice and no severance pay
(Please see Exhibit 3 )
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Since August 1993, the leaders in the Assemolies of Gid churches in Tehran have been increxsingly
pressured to sign documents stating (hat they will no longer preach in Fars: or allow Muslims to
attend church services, (Please see Exhibit 3)

The following Friday, five plainciothes policemen appeared at the church an hour before services were
scheduled to begin. They blocked the main entrance and demanded 10 see ideatity cards as worshipers
began arriving. The pastor intecvened and invited the policemen into his office. At that point they
demanded that the pastor send his congregation home and cancel the service. The pastor refused. The
officers then asked him to sign 3 statement indicating his refusal, after which the pastor returned to the
sanctuary and began the service. The foliowing week the pastor atempted (o file 2 protest with the
Interior Ministry but officials denied any knowledge of the incident. They declared the officers had not
acted on orders and promised to “fully protect™ the church.

In or abous September 1991, an Iranian Muslim convert to Christianity who was seiling the Persian
Living Version of the New Testament on the swreet in Tehran, unknowingly sold a copy 1 an
underground Revolutionary Guard. He was torced to tell where the 20,000 copies of the New Tesament
were stored. He was released after being (mprisuned foc about six months, during which his
whersabouts were unknown  (Please see Exhubis 11

In or about September 1991, an [ranian conven trom [slam to Christanity was re-arresied and imprisoned
in Tehran. Sources say the first time he was imprisnned he sutfered a near mental breakdown because
ot the (ortyre he received. .

A Muslim convert from a church in Tehran was imprisoned for 2 month in Seprember and October 1990.
Two other converts were imprisoned in September 1990, After several days of orrure, both “repented
in_writi i istians” and “returned” to Islam. They were subsequently released.
They confided later that their confession and repentance were made under duress and added that they
continue to be followers of Jesus Christ.®

On August 23, 1990, Branch | of Karaj, a own near Tehran, found Esmael Ebrahimi guilty of
"returning from the religion of Islam and preaching the religion of Christianity.” He and his family
have since tled lran.”” (Please see Exhibit 10.)

The meeting where eight pastors from different churches gathered together (n the central church of Shahr-
Ara was apparendy bugged by the Iranian government as portions of the conversations are quoted in the
72 page letter from the Islamic Propaganda Organization of the Ministry ot lslamic Guidance to the Prime
Minister of the Islamic Republic of lran in 1989 “

In 1990, ancther Iranian family, “secret believers™ from a Muslim background, were thréatened that
their conversion to Christianity would be exposed to government officials f they did not pay a large sum
of money. The decision of the convert family 15 not known ™

An lranian soldier fighting in the lran-Iraq war convered 1o Christianity Several years ago When his
conversion, which carries the death penalty under the Istamic laws of lran, was discovered by the
military, his commanding officers told him to renounce Christianity and embrace lslam or he would be
shot. During his incarceratinn, this young soldier faced (wn ar three mock executions He was ten
given a military leave. [t was planned that he would be ssipned to the front lines, where he would be
killed in battle rather than as a Christian manyr. He was mformed of this plot by his {riends. escaped
to Turkey and is now living in Europe
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In 1989, an lranian from 3 Mushm background who converted 10 Christianity was aot ahle (o continue
his_self-emplovment because of his conversion. An intermediary who purchased the conver’s
merchandise had learned of his conversion and (hreatened to rzport it (0 the government authorities if
the convert did not pay the informer 3 large sum of money. The convert and his family have since fled
from the Islamic Republic of Iran.”

Another Muslim convert was jmprisoned for 30 days. He was pressured to become an informer for the
Ministry of Istamic, Guidance, but refused. ™

On August 9, 1980, Mr, Dimitri Belous, the Diocesan Administrator for the Anglicans in Tehran, was
arrested and imprisoned for seven months.”

On May 6, 1980, Bishop Dehqani-Tafti’s only son, twenty-four-year-old Bahram, was murdered on the
way back from his college 10 his mother in Tehran, (Bishop Dehqani-Tafti is 3 Muslim convert.)™

la 1979, Rev. Khalil Razmara, pastor of St. Paul’s Anglican Church in Tehran, fled from lran when
he was informed that he would be arrested along with Rev. Sharifian, Rev. Mottaheden, and Mr. Dimin
Belous.”

Below are actions taken Actions Taken by the Eu_:.nao,aganao«_gunu.a.>nn:n5 3_..683_._.8
secving in Iran at the time of the Isiamic Revolution:™ .

On May |, 1980, Miss Jean Waddell, the fifty-sight-year-old secretary to the Diocese was attacked and
severely wounded in Tehran.

On August 10, 1980, Dr. and Mrs. Coleman were arrested in Tehran,
On Avgust 9. 1980, three women in Tehran. who worked with the blind work in [sfaban, were arrested.

On August 5, 1980, Miss Jean Waddell was called from Tehran to lstahan and arrested. All the
missionaries were fater released and expelled from lran.

In addition, a large amount of money belonging to the church was laken from the hanks by force
and the rents for seven schools and other church properties went unpaid for a long time ”

Because of persecution during the first several years of the Islamic Revolution. which began in 1979,
many injili (Presbyterian U.S.A. or ~Evangelical™), Osghofi (Anglican) and Assemblies of God Pastors
and church leaders fied [ran. In 1979 and 1980 all expatriate missionacies were expelled from fran Ocher
pastors and church leaders lett during the mud 1980°s and 1990"s, leaving only 22 trained pastors o
pastor 20,000 Evangelical Christians



 Since 1979, many Evangelical churches have been closed, uthers have been torced underground and the

remaining Armenian or Assyrian speaking Evangetical churches (the Armenian and Assyrian languages
are spoken by less than 1% of the Iranian population} have been forced 10 prevent Mustims and Mustim
converss from attending their church services, They have also been forced o sign guarantees that they
will not evangelize Muslims or conduct worship services in the Persian language.

The following Evangelical churches have heen closed: Tabriz Injili Church (Persian Janguage services
1989), Mashad Injili Church (1985), Sari Jama'at-e Rabbani Home Church (1988), Ahwaz Injili/Osghofi
Church (1985), Kerman Osghofi Church (1993), Yazd Osghofi Church (1980), Kermanshah Injili church
(1989}, Hamadan Injili, Church (1984), Rasht Injili Church (1985), Tehran Brethren Church (pastor fled
[ran in 1994), Abadan WEC Mission Church (1980) and four Seventh Day Adventist Churches in
unspecified locations (1979).°

The following Evangefical churches have heen forced tn ¢o underground: Urumieh Jama'st- Rabbani
Persian Church (Persian language services, 1993), Urumieh Injili Church (Persian language services,
1990), Hamadan Assyrian Pentecostal (hoth Persian and Assyrian language services, [991), Kermanshah
Assyrian Pentecostal (both Persian and Assyrian language services, 1991). Ahwaz Jama'at-¢ Rabbani
Church (1988), Shiraz Jama’at-e Rabbani Church (1992), Shiraz Osghoti Church (1981), Isfahan Jama'x-
¢ Rabbani Church (Persian language services, 1992), istahan Osghofi (1980}, Ghaem-Shahr (formerly
Shahi) Jama'ar-e Rabbani House Church (1985), Gorgan Jama'at-e Rabbani Church (1993), Arak Jama's-
e Rabbani Church (Persian language secvices. [985), Tehran-Shahr-Ara Assyrian Pentecostal Church
(Persian language services, 1985) and the Mashad Jamaat-¢ Rabbani Church (1981

The ao:oi.:u m..nnnn._nb_ QE:&R ?..o.n been m:p B ? stay nmn only aonucun 53 vinEPn

K._B:BF ﬁ»v:u —3._. 9.:.9 3&«:5 _uauauna_ caa.a. _..55 at-e zucs-.: Church A>3n:u=
language—allowed only one meeting per week), Hamadan [njili Church (Armenian language). Kermanshah
Injili Church (Assyrian language), Arak Jama'st-e Rabbami Church (Armenian language), Tehran-
Amirabad [njili Church (Assyrian language), Tehran Central Jama'at-e Rabbani Church (Armenian
language service was added after the Revolution), Tehran-Majidieh Jama'at-e Rahbani Church (Armenian
language), Tehran-Narmak fama'at-¢ Rabbani Church (Armentan language), Tehean Jama'at-e Rabbani
Church (Armenian language), Tehran Brethren Church, [sfahan and Seventh Day Adventist Church

The only two Persian speaking Assemblies of God churches which have been allowed to remain open are
Rasht Assembly of God Church and Tehran Central Assembly of God Church. [t is thought that the
government has allowed the Tehran Central Church (Persian language services) to cemain open only
because w.m:oo Haik Hovsepian-Mehr campaigned both internally and world-wide to keep it open. He
was martyred in January 1994, Since then his brother, senior pastor of the church. has bowed to the
government demands to not * evangelize Muslims. He has also been intimidated into not reporting the
persecution of Evangelical Christians 10 the outside world, It is not known why the Rasht Church has
been ailowed to stay open antd hold its worship services in the Persian language, other than the fact that
the people of Rasht are _Soﬁda t© be more enlightened and tolerant toward other refigions and ideas.

%
.

“The tollowing n—va.:u.u churches have also been closed; East Side Bapuist Church (1979),
Tehran Bible Church (1979), lama'st-¢ Rabbhani Expatriate Church (Enghish Service, 1979),

Shiroz Osghoti Chudgh (English service. 1979), lsfahan Osghati Church (English service, 1979)
and Tehran Osghofi Fhurch (English service. 1979)
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Three other Evangelical churches also remain open; because there are only 2 ul of Persi i
Christians remaining in these churches and the v v [ ims, the
government has allowed them to hold Persian language services for propagands reasons. Thess three
churches cannot evangelize the people of lran freely and may theretore be considered partially closed:
Tehran Injili Ghavom-ol-Saltaneh Church, Tehran Niloo Emanuel Injili Church, and the Tehran St. Paul's
Osghofi Church. The effectiveness of these three churches is equivalent 1 that of one fully open church;

thus, ons could say that, including Rasht Church and Tehran Central Church, Ahere are only three

Persian speaking Evapgelical churches open in all of Iran today.

The Iranian government would have the world believe that it has re-opened the Gorgan Assembly of God
Church, which weat underground in 1993; in reality the believers have been intimidated and scattered.
Larest reports indicare that the Gorgan Church has been reduced to 2 married couple meeting in their
home with a pastor from another city twice 3 month. Before the church went underground in 1993, 95%
of the church’s 40-some members were Muslim converts 1o Christianity.

Although the formal membership of the underground church in Iran is about 20,000. reports from
reliable individuals in Iran estimate that tens of thousands have converted from Islam o Christianity or
become Evangelical Christians. Others state that “perhaps hundreds of thousand are secret believers *
Because of the persecution, many believers are afraid to publicly confess their conversions. lronically,
it is because of persecution that this large number has converted. Such conversions in lran parallel the
conversions and growth of the underground church in China following the Communist takeover and the
severe persecution of Chinese Christians.

All Christian activities are checked by the Ministry of Islamic Guidance which is responsible for refigious
minorities in the Islamic Republic of Iran. All printing of Christian literature including church bulletins
and church newsleqters are prohibited. A number ot pustors have been falsely accused of crimes they
know nothing about. And they have been repeatedly urresied, imprisoned, and interrogated.

In or about September 1991, 20,000 vopies of Persian Living New Tesiament, which were smuggled into
lran, were confiscated by government officials. The books were stored at the Assemblies of God Church
camp site in Karaj, lran.™ (Please see Exhibits |1 and 12.)

authorities. The Garden of Evangelism, a Christian training center in north Tehran which has been used
by churches for over 45 years for evangelism, and pastoral training, was closed by the Ministry of
Istamic Guidance in July, 1989 ™

Scriptures. And,
au:_»m.. to leave the country. Al i
have heen closed. The Iran Bible Society had been registered with the government of Iran for 200 years

prior o its closing,
conver(s ®

ciety in [ran, “there as heen 2 severe shortage of Bibles. < ITIRTEINRTE
BUESRO ST EITEY ™« (Please see Exhibit 12)
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A 72 page report which was wrinen in 1989 to the Prime Minisier of the [slamic Repuhlic ot [ran trom
the [slamic Propaganda Organization of the Ministry of Istamic Guidance in Tehran. In an excerpt from
the report, after summarizing the sctivities of the Cheistian minorities, if_warns:

-« « We must remind (you) . . . that the Islamic Republic has heen careless about
these [religious] groups, that the opposition of these groups 0 the Islamic Republic
government is in line with the superpower strategies 10 use the religious minorities,
fanaticism and anti-Islamic motivations.

- . . These people [the religious minorities| in addition 10 direct and indirect opposition
to the government are attempting to collect and abuse small 2nd large events and to get
the news of these events published i the anu-lsiamic Revolution press outside of the
country.

- - - Much of these churches” propaganda is for the attraction of various individuals w
their churches . . . but with the wider plan of world oppression, it seems that they {the
churches| will have more activities for anracting people and will expand their
organization (organizations of various religious and groupsj.

.« . Regarding the - - NS
necessary fo .

lranian Christians living outside of Iran, particularly Iranian Christian leaders, are not safe either. In the
1996 report on international terrorism, the U.S. Stare Depanument said that seven Iranian murders of
“dissidents”™ were confirmed in 1995, an increase from tour in 1994 In April 1996, after accusing
Iranian diplomats of participating in the assassinations of several Iramian dissidents in Turkey, Turkey
temporarily expelled four Iranian diplomats, Numerous human tights repors reveal that over sixty
dissidents have been killed outside of fran since 1980, (Please refer 1o dewils in the August 1994 ICI

report.) Other reports indicate that lran now has computer capability to track lranian dissidents outside
the country.

Mr. A, an [ranian Muslim convert to Christianity, resides outside of fran. In early 1995, a relative who

works in a government office in Iran informed him that his name was on an official list of Muslim
converts,

Three assassination attempts were made 00 Mr. E. . an franian Christian l¢ader, during the past five years
while he lived in Europe. He and his family have lived in hiding since the last atempt.,

In 1994, Rev. S, another Iranian Christian leader, discovered that (hree “inquirers” who had been

anending his church in Europe were actually tranian government agents. He went into hiding in another
countey for several months,
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Another Iranian Christian leader, Rev. S.. escaped lran, [n 1995 he received a message from 2 friend
that Iranian government agents planned to kill him if he made public his past persecution, In September
he received another threat that government agents could kidnap him and torcibly return him to Iran,

Several other Iranian Muslim converts to Christianity in two countries have been forced by government
agents to participate in the Friday prayer meetings at the local mosque. They have been threatened that
if they tell anyone of this coercion, they risk harm to themselves as well as their families in lran. (Names
are being withheld to protect their ideatity.)

Chapter [l, Section B2)b)(e) of the UNHCR

Refygee Statug deals with the “consequences of unlawful departure ar unauthorized stay outside
country of origin," paragraph 61 stated: |

The legislation of certain States imposes severe penalties on nationals who depart
from the country in an unlawful manner or remain abroad without authorization,
Where there is reason (o believe that o person, due to his illeral depariure or
unauthorized stay ahroad, is liahle to such severe penalties his recognition s a
refugee will be justified if it can be shown that his motives for leaving or remaining
outside the country are related to the reasons enumerated in Article | A(20) of the
1951 Conveantion ("for reasons of race, religion, nationality, membership of a particular
social group, or political opinion™),

it is well known that the Islamic Republic of Iran has arrested. imprisoned. tormured. and sometimes killed
Iranians who were forcibly rerurned to Iran if they had unlawfully departed from the Islamic Republic

of lran, had stayed abroad without authorization. and or had applied for asylum in another country.
Below are a number of such repons.

What follows is a report given to [Cl about the weament an  Armeman Christian and her son received
after being deported to the Islamic Republic of fran after applying for asylum in a third country. They

had left Iran without permission because they were fleeing persecution and they were staying outside of
fran without authorization.

“When | told my mother over the telephone that | have no other choice (han 10 return (O Iran, she cried
and told me that we should never return o fran and that if we return we will be aecested, put in prison
and tortured as it happened to them when they were depnrted

On November 19, 1992, we were deported from Bulgaria 1o Turkey and then on November 22,
1992, from Turkey to lran. Since we had return bus tickets, we were rerurned 10 from the lran-
Turkey border of Bazargan. At the Tranian border, we were detained 15 days, questioned
separately several times, tortured and abused, and were asked about the rest of our family After
heing threatened, | (the muther) told the “pasdatans” (the Islamic police) that my child was in
Austria and had applied for asylum in the U.S. My son was badly tomured since he dud not wan!
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10 give any information. Then, we were Sent 10 Tehran where we were again questioned and
torured for threz move days.

We wece celeased on the condition that we were forbidden to travel out of Iran tor five years.
We were forbidden to travel outside of Tehran. We were also told that we would have to report
to the local Komiteh every month until we were (old it was no longer necessary.

My mother ended her phane conversation by saying, 'Il you are ready (o die, then come back w laan’.”

Another report of an n?..n Armenian Iranian Christian who returned to the islamic Republic of lran of
his “own free will,* after applying for and being refused asylum in a European country, stated that upon
s actival in Iran, “he was immediatelv imprisoned and tortured. He was able o contact Father Josef
Herget, Mariaenpfarre; Mariaengasse 24 8010 Graz, Austria, by letter. The lenier included photographs
of his beaten and tortured body.*

On June 24, 1994, Turkish officials arrested two [ranian Muslim converts © Christianity, Kourosh
Dowlatsaraei and Mehrdad Rostami and deported them to Iran, They were both arrested and fopged
110 times. It is believed that at least one was executed.”

Turkish government suthorities arrested Rev. Khosrow Khodadadi, Pastor of the Assembly of Guod
Church in Hamadan, and deported him 1o Iran in October 1994. Government authorities arrested and
imprisoned him from April 19895, uoul July 1. 1995. His physical and mental conditian upon his

Lo 1]
refease is unknown *' T '

The Human Rights Association in Turkey, in its interview with the November 7, 1995 Turkish Daily
News stated that out of 800 Iranians refugees who were deported by Turkey 1 Iran, 400 were arrested
(Please see Exhibit 19.) '

In the past several years, Amnesty [aternational has reported kidnapping and jons of _
Tugkey 10 lran. Some of the (ranians who were kidnapped and depocied were UNHCR recognized

Exciab

On March 14, 1996, the European Parliament adopted a joint resolution on human rights in fran. It

expresses once again its solidarity with those [ranian citizens being
persecuted by the Tehran government for belonging (0 peligious
minorities, on account of their sex or ethmic origin, or because of their
political apposition to that goverament,

e
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The 1996 U.S. Department of State

stated:

The govemment of the [slamic Republic of Iran continues o be a major abuser of human
rights. There was o evidence of improvement in 1995. . . . It continues to repress
freedoms of speech, press, assembly, association, n_&E In March (1995) the UN
Human Rights Commission extended for another year, the mandate of its Special
Representative on Human Rights in Iran. In August (1995), the UN" Sub-Commission
on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities approved 3 resolution
condemning the “extensive and continuing human rights abuses” by the Government.

On October 4, 1995, the t of of Consuylur Affairs, issued 2
Travel Warning which stated, "Former Musfims who have converted i
v 71 0 in

see Exhibit 21,)

The human rights situation in fran showed no improvement in 1994 A picture emerged
of new obstacles o the rule of law, a3 marked worsening in the situation of religious
minorities, heightened enforcement of intrusive restrictions on every day life, limitations
on basic freedoms of expression, thought, opinion and the press, and discrimination
against women. The government generally excluded independent human rights monitors.

In 2 population of sixty-two million, Iran's religious minocities include 3.5 miliion Sunni

Muslims, 350,000 followers of the Bahai faith, 80.000 Christians and 30,000 Jews.

Tens of thousands of Christians, Jews and Bahais have fled Iran in the past fifteen

years. During 1994 the government mounted a fierce campaign apainst the small

Christian minority. Churches have heen shut down, scores of younp Christians—+
many of them coanverts from Islam—have been imprisoned and tortured, especially

in the cities of Gorgan and Kermanshah, Three leading Evangelical Christians were

killed in suspicious circumstances.

There is no evidence of a thorough official investigation {nto the killings, and Christian
sources held the government responsible for the deaths  Iranian officials claim that
evangelical churches have political agendas besides worship. (Please see Exhibit 4 )

The 1995 U.S. Depantment of State Countey Reports on Human Rights Practices for 1994 lran, pages
1176 - 1184, stated:

Systematic abuses include arhitrary arrests and detention, widespread use of torture, fack
of fair trials, summary executions, and repression of the freedoms of spesch, press and
assocration. The Government fuiled 10 pravide adeguute protection far three
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Evangelical Christian leaders who were murdered in 1994 . | . hy unknown
assailants. The Government had accused them of seeking converts among Muslims,

Pages 1082 - 1083 regarding “Religious Minorities,” stated:

The Christian, Jewish, Zoroastrian, and Baha'i minorities suffer varying degrees of
officially sanctioned discrimination, particularly in the areas of employment,
education, and public accommodations. Muskims who convert to Christianity also

suffer discrimination.
Religious minorities suffer discrimination in the legal system, receiving lower awards
in injury and death lawsuits, and incurring heavier punishments than Muslims.

Amnesty [mernational, in its May 1995

stared:

Over the past 18 months four prominent leaders of religious minority groups—three
Christians and a Sunni Muslim-were found dead in suspicious circumstances, They
were all known (0 be critics of government policies

. Amnesty International is deeply concerned hy the continuing gross human rights
violations in the Islamic Republic of Iran. Sixteen years after the creation of the lslamic

Republic, critics of the governmant are suill facing imprisonment atter unfair rial before
Islamic Revolutionary Courts. (wrmure aMd execunion.

Human rights violations are shrouded in secrecy. Procedures governing arrest, detention
and wrial are rarely made public, No information is given to detainees about the reasons
for arrest and they are not notified of the charges sgainst them until months, and
sometimes years, later, Access (o lawyers i almost always denied and detainees can
spend up to 10 years behind bars before their relatives know where they are. People who

speak out against the government or try to publicize human rights violations face severe
purushments,

Amnesty International Reporr 1995- Iran stated:

There were continuing reports of political arrests, tormure, unfair trials and summary
executions. Among the thousands of political prisoners held during the year were
prisoners of conscience, some were detained without charge or trial, others were serving
. long prison sentences imposed after unfair trials. Judicial punishments of flogging and
amputation of fingers continued to be implemented

Religious minority figures
were victims of possible extrajudicial executions.
Amnesty International appeated tor immediate, thorough and independent investigations
into the deaths of the four religious leaders killed in suspicious circumstances. (The
fourth was Haji Mohammad Ziazie, 1 Sunni Muslim |eader from Bandar-Ahbas.)

Amn nagio 994, page 164, stated:
¢
Other political prisoners and prisoners of conscience. some arrested many years before.
remained in prison. They included Mehdi Dibaj, a prisoner of conscience held since
1984, apparently for converting from fslam ta Christianity.  He was reportedly
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sentenced to death on charpes of apostasy in 1986, Afer the case was examined by
other courts it was referred to Criminal Court No. | in Sari, which reportedly confirmed
the death sentence for apostasy in December 1993, He was given 20 days in which 10
appeal against the sentence.

The Human Rights Watch Warld Renort, 1993 [ran, page 302, stated, “The persecution of evangelical
Christians, particularly those who proselytize or have themselves converted from Islam, showed no
signs of abating in 1992.7

The U.S. Department of State
1182 stated:

pages 1179 -

The state religion is islam, and religion s almost inseparable from government in [ran.
The President and many other wp officials are mullahs (Islamic clergymen),
Nevertheless, official harassment is commonplace. In June, the U.N. Committee on
Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights observed that the U.N. Spevial Representative's
repart “confirm(ed) the broad consensus that there has been practically no progress
in ensuring preater respect and protection for the rights of the non-Muslim religious
communities” in Iran, Mehdi Debad;, 3 Christian convert fram [slam arrested in 1981.
was held in prison until December 1993, when Christian missionary groups reported that
a court in Sari sentenced him o deaits for apostasy Following imernational 3ppeals on
his behalf, Debadj was released in January 1994, According to the Government, his case
is still “under investigation.”

Page 1182, on Religious Minonities, stated:

In Iran_1994: The Year of Assassinations, the London hased Middle East Concern wrote concerning the
killing of the three pastors: “MEC"s (Middie East Concern’s) own sources state categorically that they

believe the murders were carried out by 2 death-squad operating from within the [raman state security
structures sanctioned by orders from the highest political levels.”

The report continued, “institutionalized discrimination against non-Mustims has hecome so prevalent In
lran that it czn only be described as “religious apanheid.™

1§ Only Muslims may handle food for consumption by others Mushims

2) A non-Muslim handling food “will pollute it. Therefore, by law, restaurans and food
stores owned by non-Muslims must display a 5ign stating that it is a "religious minority”
shop.

3) The military’s “Religious Control Unit™ has demoted some Christian conscripts because

*no Muslim should safute 3 Christian™ and “no Christian should be in a position where
he may have access (o contidennal information.”

4) No government depanment nor state-owned company employs non-Muslims



5} Materials for religious istruction 1or minurity 1aiths are writen by Muslims trom an
Istamic perspective which contradicts the actual beliets of the religion being described.

&) Non-Islamic faiths are publicly denigrated, <. 3. a sermon by the leading cleric Ayatollah
Ahmed lannati broadcasted by Tehran radiv on Friday, December 2, 1994 described
Chrisuanity as “truly lacking in divine and religious spirituality. and an arid and useless
movement . . . it 15 & lifeless compse.”

Why is there an unprecedented wave of persecution of the Christian minorities, particutarly Evangelicals,
in Iran (oday?

In his book A_Fragrance of Onpression: The Church and its Persecutors, Herbers Schlossberg stated:

For Muslims, religion cannot be separated from other aspects of society because of the
4l encompassing, integrated nature of its concepr of fife. The division between public
and private, state and society, that has become common in the West is unknown 1o Islam.
As one scholar put it, "The state is only the political expression of an Islamic society *
Samuel Zwemer, the great missionary scholar of lslam, also emphasized this point. He
described the word /slam as standing for wmiry “in religious conception. in polincal
theory, and in the ideals of a civilization.” Thus, for another religion (o exist in that
sociery or worse yet, for someone to commut aposiasy from his Islamic heritage 1s not
just 3 religious matter, but “strikes at the very heart of their whole society and destroys
its organic unity.” This is why when # Mustim becomes a Christian, it is not only 2

religious act, but also political, inasmuch as 2 Muslim cannot conceive of separating the
two "

The writer of Middle East Concerns’s - or inations, also explains this point:

anything that diverts the energies of the Iranian Republic weakens the revolution and is, therefore. anti-
revolutionary (i.e. opposed to the Islamic revolution inspired by Ayatofiah Khomeini). Anyone accused
of being 2 counter-revolutionary faces the death penalty, Conversion from Islam, which is viewed by
the regime of the Islamic Republic of Iran as a political act. weakens Islam. Because of this, Evangelical
their beliefs, are deemed to be " weakening the revolution” and thereby politically

Christians, by virue of
motivated,

At

[n the face of mounting persecution and the threat of assassination, ran’s Evangelical churches remain

commined (0 maintaining a viable, indigenous Christian witness to fellow Iranians regardless of their
ethnic or religious background. To them this is 2 crucial and non-negotiable determinant of what it means

to be 3 Christian, By way of contrast, the Iranian government's scheme seems to be that the Christian
church should wither and perish or be violently eliminated.

» in his report 10 the February/March 1995
ommission 3t its

“There must 2is0 be an end 1w acts of surveillance, hostility and Jiscrimination aganst

Christians, particularly converts from [slam; permission should be given for the re-
opening of churches, chapels, libraries, book shops and other Christian premises that
have been closed down and for the construction ot new premises, and the right to hold

services in-Farsi without being kept under surveillance by agents of the security forces
should be guaranteed.”
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Reynaldo Galindo Pohl described the treatment than an Iranian Christian could recerve while incarcerated
in paragraphs 83, 84, 87, 109, 126, and 241 of the February 2, 1994 Uaited Nagions Commission on
Hyman Righ fries \ N 1M

ns
h_Sesswn, Fi R e nn of Human Rights he Ixlamic Republi

(83) Torture of prisoners was reported (0 remain common throughout the country, ia spite
of the prohibition contained in Article 38 of the Constitution of the [slamic Republic of
Iran. According to former prisoners, the most frequently used methods were beatings
with cables and rifie butts on the back and the soles of the feet, suspension for long periods
in contorted positions and burning with cigarettes,

(84) The specific cases of cruel, inhuman or degrading punishment mentioaed below were
reported o the Special Representative. On 1S December 1992, an islamic revoiutionary
court sentenced an Afghan accused of multiple thefts (0 have his fingers cut off. The
sentence was carried out in a public square using an elestric saw

(87) It was alleged that political detainees continue 10 be subjected to torture following
arrest o force them to confess or give statements. [t was said that prolenged
incommunicado detention facilitates the torture of detainess.

(109) It was reported that detention and arrests were made by the State Security Palice, the
Police Force: the Gendarmerie: the Isiamic Revolutionary Guards Corps (Pasdaran); the
Revolutionary committees; the Basijis, irregular paramilitary forces of volunteers who seek
to uphold revolutionary ideals; the numerous patrols, such 2s the patrol to remove street
vendors and that 10 combat improper veiling. It was reporied that tens of thousands of
Basijis had been ordeced to prowl about every factory, office and school to ensure that
everyone adhered to the Islamic code. The Basij organization was originally created during
the Iran-Iraq war to provide volunteers for the front. After the summer 1992 riots, Basij
units wete revived, rearmed and sent out into the streets 1o help enforce Islamic law, The
Basijis are reportedly under the control of local mosques. It was further said that the
Basijis set up checkpoints around the cities and stopped cars sniff their occupant’s breath
for alcohol and check for women wearing make-up or travelling with 2 man not their close
relative or husband. It was reported that the Law of Judicial Support for the Basijis,
published in the Official Gazene No. 13946 0f 8.10. 1371 (December A.D. 1992), provided
no redress against arbitrary degention by the Basijis.

lts deep concern at continued violations of human rights in the Islamic Republic of lran,
including those highlighted by the Special Representative in his report, namely the
continued high number of executions, cases of torwure and cruel, inhuman or degrading
treatment or punishment, the failure to meet international standards with regard to the

administeation of justice, the absence of guarantees of due process of law, the

is v inoritl of their ious 5, notably the

Baha'is, whose existence 5 2 viable religious community in the islamic Republic of fran
< - PR e of whi

of expression, including the use of excessive farce in suppressing demonstrations,
thought, opinion and the press, and continued widespread discrimination against women.
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The U.S. Department of State, in its Propased Refuges Aym
into effect on Ocwber 1, 1994, grants lramian religious minar

Refugees who have served in

U )
including the clergy, prominent laymen, those who have served in denominational
assemblies, governing bodies or council; refugees who because of their minority religious
affiliations have heen deprived of employment, have been driven from their homes. have
had their business confiscated or looted, have been denied educational opportunities
available to others similarly situated in the same area, or have been denied pensions that

would otherwise be available.
At the beginning of its 1995/96 fiscal year in October 1995, the U.S. Department of State continued to
classify lranian religious minorities, inc'uding franian Christians, as 2 *Group of Special Concern.”
(Please see Exhibits 22 and 23.)

The government of the Isfamic Republié of Iran
the Christian minority in the Islamic Republic o
churches and Muslim converts o Christianity

has passed new laws and escalated 1S campaign agamst
f lran. Its primary targets include Evangelical Christian

1.

u.wu.ua. intentionally
hetween Muslims and non-Muslims.

2. According to the October 30, 1993 Gazete Telegraph, the government of the Islamic Republic

of Iran ordered non-Muslim shopkeepers (0 put up NOLICES announcing their religivus affiliauon

in May 1993. Human rights organizations see this a5 3 further step toward “apartheid” based on
*religion.”

i According the September 1993 World Christian News, in June 1993 the (raman government
ordered all Christian churches (o sign 2 statement declaring they will not evangelize Muslims
Many believe this is pant of a crackdown aimed at churches anended by Muslims.

4. Accocding to the October 30, 1993 Gazerte Telesraph, on October 17, 1993, with the assent DY
the “Supreme Guide,” Al Khamenehi, the Islamic Majlis (pariiament) of the Islamic Republic
of Iran, passed 3 law that requires people to state on their identity cards their refigious affiliation.
In Ican, one must show his identity card before doing any business. This, according to Mr.

Hashem Nazhidi, former [ranian ambassador to the United Mations and now head of an Iranian

human rights think-tank, will make it ¢asy for government authorities 1 target non-Muslims.

5 According to the December 1993 Middl since August 1993, government
suthorities have pressured churches to sign documents saying that they will no Janger preach in
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the Persian (Farsi) language, or allow Muslims to amend church Services. This means that
Muslims who choose to attend (and do not understand the Armenian ar Assyrian langusges) will
not, in effect, be able to participate in the services.

6 According to the January 19, 1994 report, “lsfam Against the Church,” prepared by the Task
Foree on Terrorism and Unconventional Warfare, U_S. House Republican Research Committee,
in December 1993, the Friday Prayer Imam of Tehran met with leaders of the Christian
community, including Armenians, Assyrians, Anglicans and 5, concerning both Christmas and
New Year's Eve celebrations. The Imam greeted the Christian representatives but then
warned them of the dire ramifications of Vatican City’s planned recognition of Israel. He
then delivered an i is

The basic Islamic attitude roward people from other religions centers on the concept of the dhimms. which
defined the relationship for many centuries. Dhimma 15 defined in the Shorter Encyclopaedia of islam.
It stated, “According to Muslim canon law on the conquest of a pon-Muslim country by Muslims, the
population which does not embrace Isiam and which is not enslaved, is guaranteed life, fiberty and, in

3 modified sense, property, They are, therefore, called Ahl al-dhimma, “people of the covenant of
obligation. ™™

Dhimmi status came from contracts between Mohammed and the Jewish and Christian teibes in Arabia
in the seventh century. But the voluntary nature of the relationship ended after the prophet’s death. The

concept then became a framework for the subjugation and persecution of the aon-Musiim peoples in
areas where Islam dominated.

fslamic or “Sharia™ law is the core of Islamic thought, Non-Muslims do not belong 1 the House of [slam
(Dar al-Islam}; thecefore they belong to the House of War (Dar ai-Harb), Although interpreters of
Istamic laws differ on the method for implementing this law, there are only three alternatives for dealing
with non-Muslims under the Islamic legal system: (1) they must be converted; (2) they must be
subjugated; or (3) they must be eliminated (except for women, children, and siaves).”

Islamic law, however, diffecentiates between types of non-Mustims. Christians and lews, for example,
are in different categories from the rest. Thus, some Muslim states will permit the “infidel” 1o enter 3
farmal ageeement or treaty that will spare the unbeliever's life and property. in that case, the non-Muslim
becomes the dhimuni and is subjugated in various ways. According to lslamic law a diimoe must wear
identifiable clothing and live in a clearly marked house. He must not ride 2 horse or bear arms. He must
yield the right-of-way © Muslims, The dhimmi cannot be 3 witness in a legal court exczpt in M3Ners
relating to other dhimmis. He cannot he the guardian of 2 Muslim child, the owner of a Muslim slave,
or a judge in 2 Muslim court.

This concept of dhimmi is of great importance because fundamentalists, (n uMerprenng the Qur'an and
[siamic law, ofien take minor concepls and institute major practices attecting Islamic society and
economic and political policy based on them Since Muslims believe Islamic superionity is demonstrated

38



by humiltaung the non-Muaslhim, they must finds wavs to conrol and dominate the unheliever of
“infidel ~ "

Since the seventh century, this practive became the means whereby military conquest was converted into
civil domination and repression. To the dominating Muslim. the reason this was nécessary was because
of two assumgptions. The first assumption was that lslam was the only true religion. Secondly, it required
a merging of all aspects of life. There was no distinction between religious and secular, This status of
the infeciority of the dhimmi was a given. even though the practical implications might vary in different
countries over the centuries.

Aspects of the dhimmi status included discriminatory land taxation, which was intended to show that the
dhimmi were no longer freeholders of land, but rather tenants. Also there was the Jizya or poll tax.
Sometimes this was paid with 3 humiliating ceremony in which the dhimmi, while paying the tax, were
struck on the head or neck. These taxes sometimes led to a wave of conversions (0 Islam. The Jicya iself
was 2 piece of parchment worn oa the wrist or another part of the body which served 25 a tax receipt
and allowed the dhimmi 10 move o 3 different location, Without it they could be arrested and impoisoned

The Dhimmi could not ride a “noble” animal like a horse or camel. but only 3 donkey. These reserictions
were found in some countries such as Iran, as late as the [940"s. Al times the akimen had 1o have houses
with roofs lower than those of the Mushims in 1own, Of shorter doors, 50 that they were forced 1o stoop
to enter the house. Their houses were not protected against rarding and pillaging like the Muslims' were.
There were strict limitations an where they could live and on what clothes they could wear. They wers

forced to bow to Mushims, to speak in low voices, 10 move out of the way when Muslims passed them
in the streec.” .

One must look at the precepes of Islam to understand why there is so little religious freedom tound n
Muslim countries. Isiam regards itself as the fulfillment or completion of Christianity and Judaism. God's
final message to mankind. Whoever does not suhmit to Isiam is not submissive to God's will and is
therefore liable 10 lawful subjection. At times, Muslim conquerors have allowed Jews or Christians 10
keep their faith. The Qur'an gives Jews ard Christiany a spectal place as “people of the book.” However,
this privilege does not extend to anyone who desires 1o leave Islam. Apostasy is 3 grievous sin,
punishable by death.™

For Muslims, religion cannot be separated from other aspects of society because of the all encompassing,
integrated nature of its concept of life. The division between public and private, state and society, that
has become commeon in the West is unknown © Islam. As one scholar put it, “The state is anly the
political expression of an Islamic society * Samuel Zwemer, the great missionacy scholar of Islam, also
emphasized this pownt. He described the woed Islam as standing for uniry "in religious conception, in
political theory, and in the ideals of a civilization.* Thus, for another religion to exist in that society of
worse yet, for someone (0 COMMIL IPOSTASY from his Islamic heritage is nat just 3 religious martex, but
“strikes at the very heart of their whole society and destroys its organic unity.” This 15 why when 3
Muslim becomes 3 Christian, it is not only 2 religious act, but also political, inasmuch as 2 Mushim
cannot conceive of separating the two ”

A philosophy of history lies behind the Fundamentalist Islamic hosulity to non-Muslims. Muslims believe
that a golden age in the past compares and condemns other societies, including present-day islamic
societies with all their shortcomings. For [slam the model for the good was the perfect society established
by the Prophet Mohammed. Everything that has ovcurred since &5 tainted. and this affects their view of
social change. In Isiam the only legitimate change i change which resuits in the moral betterment of the
Muslim community The validity and quality of any structural variation ot Muslim life s measured by
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its contormity to God's law and hy the degeee to which it is believed 1o direct the community back 1o that
perfect model of existence created by the Propher.™

Terrorism is rooted deep in the modern expression of Islam and is openly practiced. Sheikh Abdull®ah
Ghoshah, Supreme Judge of the Kingdom of Jordan, stated in 1968:

Jihad is legislated in order to be the means of propagsting Islam. Consequently non-Muslims
ought to embrace Islam either willingly or through wisdom and good advice or unwillingiy
through fight and jibad. War is the basis of the relationship between Muslims and their
ggggsg.ogaaﬁgiugngﬂsﬁgs
or making an agresment with them to keep peaceful. It is unlawfus 10 give up jihad and adopt
peace and weakness, unless the purpose of giving up is for prepararion for further action
whenever there is something weak among Muslims and their opponents are strong.”

Below was Iran's Ayatollah Khomeini's vision of Holv war:

Holy war means the conquest of ail non-Muslim countries. Such 3 war may well be declared after
the formation of an Islamic government worthy of that name, ar the direction of the Imam . . or
under his‘orders. It will then be the duty of every able-bodied adult male to volunteer for this war
of conquest, the final aim of which i# w0 put Koranic (Qur'anic) law in power from one end of the
carth 10 the other ™

Isl

A concept that one must understand is the fact that Isiam has no doctrine of separation of church and
state. Because of close identification with one culture and the need (o maintain that culture as an
expression of Islam, religion and society are merged. Such an ideology grows from the desire of
Mohammed himself to create 2 society in which religion encompasses everything. Muslim extremists
demand 2 worldwide society established. controlled. pervaded. and purged by religion. They are willing
to use every imaginable force 10 achieve their “Divine objective,”

In his book, Passionate Believing, Bill A. Musk demonstrates the difference betwesn the Islamic state and
the secular state.”
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Islamic State Secular State

Governed in accordance with the laws of God 35 | Governed by laws made through human reason
revealed in Qur'an and Sunna

Ulumate sovereignty belongs only to Gud The state must itself be rully sovereign

Umma comprises the communiry of the faithful; | The state must be national: individuals’

allegiances reach beyond national barriers allegiance is 10 the nation j
Aspires 10 become a universal state The state must have 3 well defined territocy
Executive and judicial authorities alone are Requires legislative, executive, and judicial

required; some minor martters justify legisfarure | authorities

Guarantees the rights of all citizens but some All citizens are equal before the law
hold only dhimmi (noa-Muslim minoricy) starus

All public life i1s religious Religion ss pare of the private domain
Modelled on Muhammad's leadership in Medina | Modelled (onginatly) on the Gresk concept of
r nation state p
—

According 1o the Islamic laws under which the Islamic Republic of Iran is governed, the penalty for
3 Mushim who coaverts 1o Christianity is death. A convert from Istam (an apostate or “Murtadd”) is
defined as: “One who turns back, especially from Islam, an apostate. Apostasy is called “inidad” or
'ridda’; it may be committed verbally by denying a principle of belief or by an action, for example
treating a copy of the Kor'an [Qur'an| (the holy hook of Istam) with disrespect.”™

In The Explanation of Problems, Ayatollah Khomeini stated in Problem 2447

The Muslim who denies God and the Prophet, or denies an essennial law of religion, that s
2 law which Muslims consider 10 be part of the religion of Istam, such a5 the compulsoriness
of prayer and fasting, whereas the denial of that law entails the denial of God or the
Prophet, is an apostate.™

;nnaa.g.En;«;oan.:_mngﬁaaﬁaszso nm_onoioq.uvow:.a_:Ena.n
law is covered by the pationai law o : hiig a e
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Ayawllah Mohammed Gilani, Islamic Judge of the Central Islamic R2volutionary Couns of the Istamic
Republic of Iran, stated:

As for any Muslim whatsoever who af Isl

and denies the prophetic message

of the Prophet of isiam, the spilling of his hlood is permissible for anyone who hears of it, and
from the day of his apostasy, his wife is forhidden to him and must be separated from him, and
it is forbidden for him to sleep with her, and his propsay should be divided among his heirs, and
his wife should perform the uddah of death (observe the period required after a divorce or death
of 2 husband), and it is for the Imam to slav him and zive him no apportunitv of repentance.
(An Imam is a Mushim religious leader.)"

In the Islamic religious jurisprudence (Figh), the punishment for an apostate 13 spelled out. and this
includes torture and death:

In the Figh there is unanimity that the male apastate must he put to death, but only if he
is grown up (baligh) and compos menus (aku) and has not acted under compulsion
(mukhrar), A woman on the other hand is imprisoned, according to Hanafi and Shi’i
teaching, until she apain adopts Istam. while according to 3l-Awaza’i, Ibn Hanbal
(Tiemidhi, Hudud, Bab 25), the Malikis and Shafi’is fef Umm. i.131, where Shafi’s
vigorously amacks Abu Yusuf who is not mentioned by name) she also is put (o death (3
pregnant woman however only after her confinement; Umm, vi., 149). Although thn
punishment is not properly hadd (cf. thereon Shafi’l, Umm, vit,330) it is regarded as such
by some jurists, as it is 3 question of a hakk Allch (<f. <.3. Sarakhsi, Sivac, v 162),
therefore the execution of the punishment lies with the imam (Muslim clergy), in the case
of 2 siave, however, the mawla can carry it out as with any other hadd punishment
Execution should be by the sword. According to the above traditions. apostates must
sometimes have heen tortured to death.”

With reference to Islamic regulations and Fatwah's ol islamic Jurisis, Taheoir-al-wasieh.
volume 2, Problem &, page 495, [which stated:| . . . and accordingly the apostate was born
1 Muslim before his apostasy and as per the lslamic law, if he reaches maturity and
voluntarily chose blasphemy (non-Isiamic religion or discards Isiam) and so on, he should
be given the opportunity to repent or be killed And |according to] the book of Jawaher-al.
Kalam (Jewels of the Word), volume 41, book of Alhodood Fi Hokm-ai-Morad-al-Fetri
(The manual of Isiamic punishment for the aposiates born as Muslims) and the Famous
Fatwahs of the lslamic Jurists. because in [of] adulthood and [his] choice of Koir
{blasphemy) and non-repentance, and (his] insistence on the chaice of non-1slam, which the
accused is the best example of, and he insists [his assistance| on his helief an non-islam,
with reliance on the document of the above mentinned Fatwah and documents in the primary
opinton, he is sentenced to execution



The Qurian, is quite clear about the punishment of an apestate. “Whosoever shall apostatize from his
religion, let him die for it, an he ts an infidel.” (Surah 2:214.)%

The Qur’an removes the responsibility for the harsh punishment of an apostatz from the punisher and thus
condones any torture and death of any apostate at the hand of any Musiim, "It is Allah who assumes
the responsibility when infideis are beheaded.” The Qur'an also stated, "It was not you who slew them,
but Allah.” (The Spails, 8:17) “Fight (kill) them; God tormen: them on your hand.” (Surah 9:14)®

Isiam's intolerance of other religions is quite clear in the Qur'an. “The Table,” verses 62-66 and 72 say:
“May they (the Jews) be cursed”. The Qur'an constantly exhorts the “faithiul™ to “kill ol Jews,
Christians and other non-Muslims. [n the “Book of Repentance” alone there are fifteen such directives:
9:5, 15, 20, 24, 29, 36, 41, 44, 73, 81, 86, 88, 111 and 123.%

In *The Table™ 5:33, Muslims are instructed that “Those who fight Allah and his apostie (the Prophet,
Muhammad), and spresd disorder in the land shall be put o death or (be] crucified, or have their
hand and feet cut off on alternate sides, or he banished from the country .~ "Disorder™ can be
interpreted as “criticism of Islam, ™"

Savagery is enjoined by the Muslim: “Allah says, 'l shall be with you Give courage o the believers |
shall cast terror into the heans of the infidels. Strike off their heads. maum them in every limb... It was
nat you who slew them but Allah® ("The Spods™ 8:176)." Any atrocity appears to be justified as long
as it is thought o be the will of Aliah.™

According 1o the Hadi i itinns):

The Islamic Hadith (Muslim Traditions) also confirms Isiam’s severe punishment of an apostate:

There is little echo of thesz punishments in the next world ?.:.:.:- in the fires of hell) in the Traduions
(cf. Tbn Madja, Hudud, Bab 2; Ibn Hanbal, i.409, 430, 464 sq,; v. 4, 5).

Instead we have in many traditions a new element, the death penalty, Thus lbn Abbas
transmits an ucterance of the Prophet (Muhammad): "Stay him who changes his religion”
or "behead him* (Tbn Madja, Hudud, Bab 2; Nasa'i, Tahrim 2l-dam, Bab 14; Tayaisi, No.
2689; Malik, Akdiya, tr. IS; cf. also Bukhari, Murtaddin, Bab 2; Tirmidhi, Hudud, Bab 25,
Abu Dawud, Hudud, Bab 1; ibn Hanbal, i.217, 282, 322). According 1o another tradition
of fbn Abbas and A’isha, the Prophet is said to have permitted the blood to he shed of
him "who abandons his religion (i.e. Islam) and separates himsell from the community
(djama‘a)” (Bukhari, Diyat, Bab |, Abu Dawud, Hudud, Bab |; Tirmidhi, Diyat, Bab 10,
Fitan, Bab 1; Ibn Hanbal, {382, 444) . According to a tradition of A'isha, apostates are
to be slain, crucified or banished (Nasa't, Tahrm al-dym, Bab 11, Kasama, Bab 13; Abu
Dawud, Hudud, Bab 1)."
The legal system of the sl m ic Republic of Iran is clearly built on the Qur'anic Law. [n regard 1o how
to deal awith a Muslim who has rejected the religion of 1slam, the Que an, the Muslim holy book, stated:
"Whosoever shall apastatiye from his religion, let him die for it, and he is an infidel.” (Surah 2.214)
Another verse in the Qur'ap also stated. “Slay the polytheists wherever you find them." (Surah 9'5)
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Surah 5:72- 73 stated, “They do blaspheme who say, “Allah is one of three {the Christian belief 1n the
Trinity]. They will be sternly punished. (Please see Exhibut 15 )

Observance of the Chrisuan festivals, parucipation in the Christian sacraments and the embracing of
Christian beliefs, as stated above, by 2 Muslim conven o Christianity. in themselves coastitutes his
“denial of Islam not only mentally, but by words and actions which are incompatible with the [Musiim|

faith.” He is denguncing “Istam bv deed” by
= n

A Muslim convert to Christianity publicly celebrates the festivals of Christmas, Easter, and Pentecost,
and participates in the taking of the Christian Sacraments such as baptism and communion. He believes
in the Christian teachings that the Bible is God's Word, that Jesus is the Son of God, that He was cruci-
tied, resurracted, and ascended, and that He will return 10 rule the earth. He 2lso embraces the Christian
doctrine of the Trinity and the Christian teaching that the primary task of all Christians in all lands is to
give Christ's message to all people and to invite them o accept Christianity.

Apastasy, which carries th penalty of death, consists of not only ohserving Christian practices. bur
2iso of believing in the istian 3i . .

Mawdudi, 3 prominent Pakistani Muslim scholar. stated, *

political SCONOMmI 1 7
This ideological system intentiomally discri
between Muslims and non-Musiims.

ccordin ¥

It is Alizh who assumes the respoasibility when infidels are beheaded. "It was not you who slew them,
but Allah.™

"Fight (kill) them; God torment them on your hand “*

Islam’s intolerance of other religions s quite clear in the Qur'an. “The Table Spread,” verses 6266 and
72 say: “May they (the Jews) be cursed® ™

Muslims are instructed that “Those who fight Allsh and his apostie (the Prophet., Muhammad), and spread
disorder in the land shall be put (0 death or [he] crucified, ar have their hand and feet cut off on
alternate sides, or be bunished from the country. " “Disorder” can be interpreted as “criticism of
Islam. ™

Savagery is enjoined by the Muslim: *Allah savs. T shall be with vou. Give courage to the believers. |
shall cast terrar into the hears of the intidels. Strike oft their heads. maim them in every limb, It was
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not you who stew them but Allah™ ("The Spoils™ 8.1711). Any atrocity appears to be justified as long
28 it is thought o0 be the will of Allah

*Slay the polytheists wherever you tind them. ™

*They do blaspheme who say, "Allah i the Messiah, the son of Mary. . . ." They are unbelievers who
say, ‘Allah is one of three' [the Christian belief in the Trinity] They will be sternly punished "™

*Make war upon those who believe not.. even if they be People of the Book [that is, Christians and Jews]
until they have willingly agreed o pay the Jizya (tax) in recognition of their submissive state.™

*....50 wrong not yourselves in them. And wage war on all the idolaters [Jews, Christians and other noa-
Muslims] as they are waging war on all of you...”™

*O Prophet! Strive against the disbelievers and hypocrites! [Jews, Chrisuans and other non-Muslims| Be
harsh with them. Their ultimate abode is hell, a hapless journey's end. ™'

"0 ye who believe! Fight those of the dishelizvers {Jews. Christians and other non-Muslims| who are near
to you, and let them find harshness in ¥ou. andd know that Allah is with those who keep their duty (unto
Him),~™

*Believers, take neither Jews nor Christians for your friends. They are friends with one another.
Whoever of you seeks their feiendship shall bggome one of their numbet.  Allah does not guide the
wrongdoers . . . . You see the fain-heared hastening to woo them . Believers. do not seck the
friendship of infidels and those who were given the Book betore you (that is, the Old and New
Testaments]. "

*Some of those who are Jews change words from their context and say: “We hear and disobey, hear thou
as one who heareth not’ and ‘Listen to us!® distorting with their wngues and slandering religion. f they
had said: “We hear and we obey; hear thou, and look at us’ 1t had been bettec for them, and mofe
upright. But Aliah hath cursed them for their disbelief. 5o they believe not, save 3 few ™'

“The only reward of those who make war upon Allah and His messenger and strive after corruption in
the land {lews, Christians and other non-Muslims] will be that they will be killed or crucified, or have
their hands and feet on alternate sides cut off, or will be expetled out of the land. Such will be their
degradation in the world, and in the Hereafter theirs will be an awful doom; Save those who repent
before ye overpower them. . . **

*O Messenger (i.e. Muhammad, the prophet of Islam)! Let not them grieve thee who vie one with
another in the race 1o disbelief, of such as say with their mouths: “We believe,” but in their hearts believe
not, and of the Jews: listeners for the sake of falschood, listeners on behalf of other folk who come not
unto thee, changing words from their context and saying: [f this be given unio you, receive it, but if this
be not given unto you, then beware! He whom Allah doometh unto sin, thou (by thine efforts) wiit avail
him naught against Allah. Those are they for whom the will of Allah is that He cleanse not their hearts,
Theirs in the world will be ignominy, and in the Hereatter an awful doom;™™

*The Jews say: Allah's hand is fettered. Their hands ace tettered and they are accursed for saying so.
Nay, but both His hands are speead out wide in bounty, He bestoweth s He will, That which hath been
cevealed unto thee from thy Lord is certain to increase the contumacy and disbelief of many of them, and
We have cast among them enmity and hatred till the Day of Resurrection As often as they light a fire
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for war, Allah extinguisheth it Their effort is for corruption in the land. and Allah loveth not
corrupter. "™

“They surely disbelieve who say: Lo! Allah is the Messiah, son of Mary The Messiah (himself) said:
O Children of lsrael, worship Allah, my Lord and your Lord. Lo! whoso ascribeth partners unto Allah,
for him Allah bath forbidden Paradise. His abode is the Fire. For evil-doers there will be no helpers. '™

*They surely disbelieve who say: Lo! Allah is the third of three; when there is no God save the One God.
If they desist not from so saying 2 painful doom will fall on those of them who disbelieve.” “Thou wilt
find the most vehement of mankind in hostility to those who believe (to be) the Jews and idolaters. And
thou wilt magogomigmn&?nmgsgiga&gﬁagvgig«uﬁ Lo! We are
Christians., That is because there are among them priests and monks, and because they are not proud.*™

“The likeness of those who are entrusted with the Law of Moses, yet apply it not, is as the likeness of
the ass carrying books. Wreiched is the likeness of folk who deny the revelations of Allah, And Allah
guideth not wrongdoing folk. Say (O Muhammad). O ye who are Jews! If ve claim that ye are favored
of Allah apart from (all) mankind, then long for death if ye are wruthful  But they will never long for
it because of all that their own hands have sent hefore, and Allah is Aware of evil-doers.”™

*Lo! those who believe (in that which s revealed unto thee, Muhammad), and those who are Jews, and
Christians, and Sabaeans - whoever believeth in Allah and the Last Dav and doeth right - surely their

fadle

ceward is with their Lord, and there shall R0 fear come upon them neither shall they grieve. """

“Lo! those who believe (this Revelation), and those who are Jews, and the Sabaeans and the Christians
and the Magians [Madjus or Zoroastrians) and the idolaters - Lo! Allah will decide between them on the
Day of Resurrection. Lo! Allah is Wimess over all things."""'

-3

“The day will surely come when the unbelievers will wish.that they were Muslims.
*Believers, do not make friends with any men other than your own people They will spare no pains (o
corrupt you. They desire nothing but your ruin. Their hatred is clear from what they say. but more
violent is the hatred which their breasts conceal.™""

"Do not be subject to such,” [i.e. non Muslims. )"

*May they [the Jews] be cursed ™'

“The Islamic movement met its first saboteur in the Jewish people, who are at the source of all the
anti-Islamic libels and intrigues current oday ="

*We see today that the Jews—may God bring them dawn!—have manipulaied the editions of the Koran
published in their occupied 2ones. We have (o protest, to make everyone understand that these Jews are
bent upon the destruction of Islam and the establishment of a universal Jewish mc<n§32=..:.

“There are eleven things which are impure. urine, excrement, Spefm, bones, blood. dogs, PIES.
non-Moslem men and women, wine, beer, and the sweat of the excrement-2ating camel. """
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*Every part of the body of a non-Muslem individual is impure, even the hair on his hand and his body
" hair, his nails, and all the secretions ot his body. """

* Any man or woman who denies the existence of God, or believes in His partners {the Christian Trinity|,
or else does not believe in His Prophet Mohammed, ts impure (in the same way as are excrement, urine,
dog, and wine). He is s0 even if he doubts any one of these principles,*'™

* A child who has not reached puberty is impure if his parents and grandparents are not Moslems, but if
he has one Moslem in his ancestry he is pure.”™

*One must avoid givink the Koran to an infidel; it is even recommended that it be forcibly taken away
from him if he already has it in his hands.*"™

* A non-Muslim man or woman who becomes = convert to [slam automatically has a pure body, and pure
saliva, nasal secretions, and perspiration. As for converts” clothing, if it has been in contact with their
sweating bodies before they became converted. it remains impure. ™™

“The remains of the food of dogs, pigs, and non-Moslem men and women are impure, the remains ot
the foad of animals the flesh of which may be eaten are not impure, but it is neventheless better to abistain
therefrom.™'™

*A Moslem woman may not marry a non-Maslem man. nor may 3 Moslem man marry a non-Moslem
woman in continuing marriage, but he may takea Jewish or Christian woman in temporary marriage. "™

*A Moslem is allowed to require payment by an infide! of interest on money that be has leat him. =™

“No Moslem is permitted o work in 3 Jewish concern. if he knows, or has the slightest suspicion, that
this concern gives support to lsrael. Money thus earned is impure, ™"

"It is not strictly forbidden for Mostems 10 work for 2 concern managed by a Moslem which also employs
Jews, provided the work does not serve Israel in any mannes whatsoever. However, it is shameful to
do one's work under the orders of a Jewish foreman.” "™

*Any meat imported from the countries of the infidels is strictly impure. and considered the same as the
flesh of a corpse, untess it is proven that the canle was slaughtered according 0 Moslem rial. "™

“The missionaries, those other agents of impenalism, are also busy throughout the Maslem world 10
perverting our youth, not by converting them to their own religion, but by corrupting them. And that
is the very thing the imperialists are after. In Teheran itself, propaganda centers for Christianity,
Zionism, and Baha'ism, have been set up for the sole purpose of luring the faithful away from the
commandments of Islam. s it not our duty to destroy all these hotbeds of danger © Islam?™™

The Friday, December 24, 1982, Intecoational Iran Times (Volume XI1, No. 41, p. 5) carried an article
which was written by Mousavi Tabrizi, the lslamic Revolutionary Prosesutor General of the Istamic
Republic of lran. This aricle discussed the conditiony under which religious minorities in fran could
remain “secure.”™
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In this regard he indicated six conditions under the tie *Conditions of Obligation™ and wrote that the

religious minorities pay as a “tribute™ the tax, which the “ruler of the Mustims™ fixes, and that they

ing whi 1 istent with “the security” iis

Muslims such as fighting against the Islamic government, must fOt i i -

lims, must not drink alcoholic beverages openly, must not eat pork in public places, must not build new
. 2 ! . v 2 1) s

Mousavi Tabrizi added: *They must not commit adultery with Muslim women or enter into marriages
with them under their own faith, por should they lead Muslims

or sonspiracy” and that “the judge and go

to exile them or in _cas i

EEEB&..

In other words, the penalty for a Christian, who is a member of a religious minority who does anything
which is "} i ity of * or "inany wav bri n ims™'" or
huilds or participates in a church which builds 3 new church, or W i

0 v “enfn 1 ol & leo i mic d

la more recent publications, Dr. Samuei Shahid, in his hooklet
Islamic State and his aricle, "Rights of Non-Muslims in an Isiamic State,” which appeared in the April,
1992, Rzach Qut describes the legal ordikances which must be =aforced on “Zimmis® or religious
minorities, including Christians."™

Christians are not allowed to build new churches, temples, or synagogues. They are allowed 10 renovate
old churches or houses of worship provided they do not add any new consteuction. Muslims. if they wish,
are permined to demolish all non-Musiim houses of worship in any land they conquer

Christians are not allowed 10 pray or read their sacred books out loud at home or in churches, lest
Muslims hear their prayers.

Christians are not allowed (0 print their religious books or sell them in public places and markets,

Christians are not allowed to install the cross an their houses or churches since it is 3 symbol of
infidelity. '

>Ihe Farsi term translated “obligation™is zameh. Christians, Jews and Zoroastrians are referred
as Ahl-e-zameh, that is the “people of obligation,” They are also sometimes called ~people of the book.”

*There is the special tribute or tax which the Ahl-e-zameh were formerly required 1o pay 1o the
Istamic ruler. There are indications that [ran expects 0 revive this levy

"Those who are properly known as kafag, that is “infidel.” are klolaters and pagans. whom 1t Was
always lawful to kill and destroy The paint herd is that ¥ the “people of the book,” that 1s Christians,

Jews and Zoroastrians, violate anv of the restagtions il down ruist or resist thev mav also
treated as “enemies” who “finht asainst Gogd” and may, therefure, be kilied
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~Christiins are not permitted to broaduast or display thewr ceremonial teligivus rinaals on radio or
television or to publish any picture of their teligious Ceremonies In NEWSPApess and Magazines,

Christians are not allowed to congregate in the sireets during their religious testivals: rather, each must
quietly make his way 0 his church or temple '™

Regarding Civic Laws:

They must be punished in accordance with the lstamic law regardiess of their religious affiliation. They
are subject 1o Islamic laws in matters of vivic business. financial (ransactions such as sales, leases, firms,
establishment of companies, farms. securities, morgages, and cORIFACK. However, when it comes 10
privileges, the Christians do not enjoy the same treamment.'”

A Muslim man can marry a Christian gurl, but 3 Christian man is not allowed o marry 4 Muslim giri

[f one parent s 3 Mushm, children must be raised as Muslims. 1f the father 15 2 Chrisuan, and his wite
converts (o lslam, she must get 3 divorce, then she will have the right of custody of het child. Some
fundamentalist schools indicate that 2 Muslim husband has the fight to coafine his Christian wife to her
home and restrain hee from going to her own house of worship e

Capita!l Punishment: \

The Hanaties believe that both Christians and Muslims must suffer the same penalty for sumilar crimes.
If a Muslim kills a Christian intentionally, he must be killed in rerurn. The same applies 10 2 Christian
who kills 2 Musiim, But other schools of Law nave different interpretations of Istamic law. The Shafi'ues

declare that a Muslim who assassinates 2 Christian must not be killed, bzcause it is not reasonable to
equate 3 Muslim with a Polytheist (Mushrik.)™

Witness of stian:

Christians cannot testify against Muslims. They can only testity against other Christians or non-Muslims.
Their caths are not considered valid in an Islamic court. According (@ the Shari’a law, a Christian is not
even qualified 1o be undes oath, Muraghi stated, “The testimony of 3 Zimmi (such as a Christian) is not
accepted because Allzh - may He be exalted - said: 'God will not let the infidels (kafars) have an upper
hand over the believers' "'

Christians are denied the cight 10 appeal 1o an Isiamic court in family maners, marriage, divorce, and
inheritance. The must appeal 10 their own Courts Huowevet . n the event that a Muslim judge agrees 10
take such a case, the court must apply Islamic law. '™

am 0 <ion:
Mawdudi emphasized that n an Istamic state, “all non-Mustims will have the freedom ol conscience,

opinion, expression, and association, as enjoyed by Mushims themselves, subject to the same limitations
as are imposed by law on Mustims.” However, through the course of history, except in rare cases. not
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even Muslims tiave been given freedom to criticize Islam without being persecuted OF sentenced to death.
It is far less likely for a Christian 10 get away with criicizing Islam.'”

A Muslim is not allowed t0: 1) emulate the Christian in their dress or behavior 2) attend Christian
festivals or support them in any way which may give them any power Over Muslims; 3) lease his house
or szll his land for the construction of a church, temple, fiquor store, of anything that may benefit the
Christian's faith;, 4)wock for Christians in any job that might promote their faith such as constructing 3
church; 5) make any endowment {0 churches or temples; 6) cury any vessel that contains wine, work
in wine production, or (raRSPOMT pigs: 7) address Christians with any title such as “my master,” or “my
lord.”

A Mustim is allowed 10: 1) financially assist Christians. provided that the money is not used in violation
of Islamic law; 2) give the rights of preemption {priority in buying property) (0 his Christian neighbor
(the Hanbilites disapprove of this); 3) eat food prepared by Christians (People of the Book), 4) coasote

Chrisuans in an illness oF in the loss of a loved one. It is also permissible for Mustim 1o escort a
funeral o the cemetery, but he has to walk in front of the cotfin not behind it, and he must depart before
the deceased is buried; 3) congratutate a Chosuan for 3 wedding, birth of 2 child, retuen from a long tip,
or recavery from illness However, Musiims are witned not w0 uter any word which may suggest
approval of the Christian’s fauth such as .ﬂ.u« Aliah exalt you.” “May Allah honot you,” or “May Allzh

give your religion victory. '

ln answer 10 the question, *is it permissible for a Muslim owner (ot 2 company) 1© confer authorities oo
a Christian over other Muslims?” which appeared in the Fehruary 5, 1993 Al im W , Sheikh
Manna' K. Al-Qubtan, professor of Higher Studies at the School of Islamic Law in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia.
wrole:

Basicaily, the command of non-Mushms over Muslims s not admissible, because God
almighty said; "Allah will not give access 1o the infidets (i.e. Christians) 1© have authonty
over believers (Muslims).” {Qur'an 4:141| For God - Glory be o Him - has elevated
Muslims to the highest rank (over sil man) and foreordained (o them the might, by virwe
of the Qur’anic text in which god the Almighty said: "Might and strength be to Allah, the
Prophet (Muhammad) and the believers (Muslims)’ (Qur'an 63:8].

Thus the authority of {a) non-Mustim over [a] Musiim 15 incompatible with these two verses,
since the Muslim has (o submit (o and obey whoever is 1 charge Over pim. The Muslim,
therefore becomes inferior to him. and this should not be the case with the Muslim *“

Dr. Salih Al-Sadlan, professor of Shari’a at the School of Islamic Law, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. cites the
same verses and assers that it is not permissible for an infidel, in this case a Christian, to be chatge
over Muslims whether 10 the private ot public sector. Such an act®

entails the humiliztion of the Muslim and the exaltation ot the infidel (Christian.) This intidel
may exploit his pasition 10 humiliate and insult the Muslims who work under his
adminissration. 1t 15 advisable 10 the company owner 10 fear god Almighty and to suthorize
only 2 Muslim over the Mushims Also, the injunctions yssued hy the ruler. provide that an
infide! should not he in charge when there 15 a Mushim available 10 assume the command
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Dur advice 10 the company owner 1S [0 remove this safidel and to replace him with 2
Muslim.'"

Dr. Fahd Al- "Usaymi, professor of Islamic studies at the Teachers' College in Rivadh. Saudi Arabia also
teplied that "it is not permissible tor 3 Christian to be in charge of Muslims by the virue of the general
evidence which denote the superiocity of the Muslim over others.” Then he quoted the Qur'an chapter
63 verse 8 as written above and cited verse 22 ot chapter 38: “Though wilt not find any people who
believe n Allah and the Last day, loving those who resist Allzh and His Apostle (Muhammed), even
though they were their fathers or their sons, or their brothers, or their kindred.™'™

Conclusion

Anyone concerned with human rights or religious liberty must pot be lulled into believing that the
persecution of Christians in lran has cased. Although Western diplomais and “ufficial visitors” may
conclude that from otficial visits that the human rights situation has improved, their account does not

represent the true picture. As stated by the 1996 U S Depaniment ot State
i racti 1 : -

The government of Sn {slamic Republic of lran connnues (o be 3 major abuser ot human
rights. There was no evidenc: of improyement in 1995, . . It continues (O repress
freedoms of speech, press, assembly, association, and celigion In March (1995) the UN
Human Rights Commission extended for another year the mandate of its Special
Representative on Human Rights in [ran. In August (1995), the UN's Sub-Commission on
Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities approved a resolution condemning
the "extensive and continging huma i

v

n rights abuses™ by the Government. . . . It denies the
i ‘ h

For_economic reasons, the lranian government is making an all out effont 1o demonstrate that human
rights practices in lean, particularly those regarding religious minorities, have improved in recent years.

Most. if not all, of the “official visits” are staged, thus intentionally misieading diplomats and official
ViSitors.

-

LRI AL ot

Based on recent reports received

AiiL A4 i
direcdy from Christians in Iran and flesing

refugees, ICI believes that this practice continues. Most [ranian Christians. including priests and pastors.

have been intimidated into understating oc denying to official visitors that persecution exists,

Finally, reports given directly 1o IC1, the UN Human Rights Commission and other human tights
organizations, by individuals in lran and the targe number of refugees who continue (© flee Iran, give
averwhelming evidence of the persecution of Christians. is helieved

r g fon 0 v
that i

only

Moceover, ICI received reports from two people who auended Bishop Haik Hovsepian-Mehe's and/of

Rev. Mehdi Dibaj's funeral/burial services. These repons indicated that phatosraphers ook pictures of
all of the 3.000-S000 peopie who anended the services: the people who repartad this informatan were
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put under surveillance by governmens authorities and received death threats until they tled lran in fear
for their lives. While ICI has received reports from only two of the 3.000-5.000 people. the probable
persecution of the other 3,000-5,000 has gone unreported.

Perhaps persecution has lessened (0 2 senall extent for a few ethnic Armenian and Assyrian Christians—but
it has not diminished for Iranian Evangelical Christians. The following questions should be asked:

Has the government of the Islamic Republic of lran:

{) opened all of the closed churches and allowed underground churches to reopen and worship in
church buildings?

2)  allowed Muslims and Muslim converts (o attend church services and to conduct their worship
services in Persian, the language of 99% of the people?

3)  rescinded its order that “all non-Muslim shopkeepers must display 2 notice announcing thewr
religious affiliation or that they serve "non-Mushims™"

4)  given wrirten permission 1o the Chrisnian churches (0 evangelize Mushims, and 10 allow Muslims
and Muslim converts 10 attend theic worship services?

5} allowed churches to repair their exibting facilities or build new ones?

6)  reopened Christian bookstores and the fran Bible Society: allowed the printing of Christian books
and the Bible? .

7)  allowed Christians to broadeast or display their ceremonial religious riruals and religious festivals
on radio and television, and to congregate in the streets during their religious festivals?

8) made changes in the Justice System 50 (hat Muslims and Christians receive the same punishment
for crimes?

9N ceturned all property confiscated from Christians to them or their families?
10) allowed Christians in the military and the public sector to hold positions ovet Muslims?

11) opened all closed Christian schools; appointed Christians as principals and teachery; allowed ‘
Christians to write their own textbooks; discontinued forcing Christians 1o study Islam in school;
allowed Christians to atend college based on their academic merit, not their “commitment (0

Islam?”
12) punished Muslims for refusing to rent or sell propenty w Christians?
13)  halted the arrest, imprisonment and torture of Christians?
if ,.rn answer to these questions is “yes,” one can conclude that the government of the Islamic Republi

of Iran no longer persecutes the Christian minority in fran. If these questions can nol be answered wi
a definite “yes,” the ton of Christians by the povernment of the Islamic Repuhlic of 1

continues,
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