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Crostia: Too soon fo hail success in Eastern Slavonia

*Jt is t00 early to hail Bastemn Slavenis 2 success story,” Amnesty Internatlonal said todny as the
United Nations Transitions] Authordty in Eastern Slavenia ((INTAES) ended its mandate in the -
last robal Sexb ares in Crostia.

Eastern Slavonis retumed today 1o full conteol of the Croatisn anthorities, but according
to Ammosty Internations], Crostian promises that Croatian Serbs will be protected must be
matbhedbymhnptbvodoewﬁpymﬂmmnmtmdmmdmw.

Internations) and domestic commentators huve expressed conguatilations that the
m:imof&omgimm(kwﬂmmmlhumtbmmdbyammmotcwn
Serbs. Acconding to UNTAES, approximately 15,000 to 20,000 Crostian Sexbs have left the
tegion during the two years it bas been under the administeation of the Undted Nations.
Approximately 125,000 to 130.000peop1ewmbenmaouvmmmmmmms

roendate began,

Howeéver, mpouibﬂ{wmﬂmunsthuunlmﬂnhmmﬂgmxmmsmm
fully protected, they stil) may choose to leave Croatis. for the Fodoral Republic of Yagoslavia,
Republila Sypska in Bosnia-Harzegovine, or other comntries.

Arcording to the UN High Commissioner for Refugoees (UNHCR), approximately 30,000

N people have relocated property 1o Sesbia from Eastern Slavouia — without actuslly having moved
from the rogion yet, Although sach deparberes might not be an exodus, unchecked violence and
Mﬁmmﬂdl«dmn@mﬂaoﬂﬂmﬁm%cﬂdﬁcmmﬂrymﬁom

\Xlﬁlemlﬁmawwnmnfofﬁcialshvemudlymmn_ it thosé]
whhmchym&m&ammhommdommdmuu ..3*.#'_3. he sornagi

Amnwkwmﬁmﬂwmmbomwncwofﬂmtmmmmm for example,
investigations into violent attacks regult in fhir and adequate prosecutions. Under the watchful
sys of tha internations] conmmunity, muunuomhavebmnmmmzviolmhMmmm
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the: past couple of mouths

in the veglon — including the December 1997 grenade attacks on the

homofaSerbimOrﬂmdompﬂ«t.mdmdentﬁckﬁancmbnlwfmhmnwnﬁby
Croatlan Serbsg, , 4.

' T
angther part of Croatia) in May

mﬂcmmmmmmdwdmmtuammwmwm:
crirainal act”, 2 '

In thet partioular case, a;:ruwﬂ of ebout 150 Bosaian Croat refugess anned with sticks
and poles systernatically identified, ransacked and sseaulted the occupants of primaxily Croatian
Sexb houses in the area. Dozens of Croatian Setbs were besten not only during the initial mob

- attacks in the villages, but

slso in isolated assanlts over following days — including one 68-year-

N oldMMmMﬂam&mmmmmwﬂynammoﬁuch

Even though reports of;im incidents at Hrvauh Kostajnica indieate that witnesses would
;' be able to identify thoss responsible for specific asssults, and that at least one of thoss who beat
:  Mirko Enefevic was identified by the police, nv one was charged with his murder.

Within Eastern Slavouis, not ail violent incidents have been direstod againgt Crostian
Jerbe, however. Bome incidents, like explosions in Crostian schools, are believed 1o have been
cauxedbymeﬁanSubaoppowdwCrplﬁanaumoﬁty. '

Tensionainmmsmmmlikelymimmnmmmmmm.whmmmyu
- 80,000 &m-m-ﬂdmmmﬁb&ywmmmm 1991 could return. The
Croatian dispiaced persons themselveg feel aggricved by their long displacement and the grogs
buman rights violations perpetated by the Yugosiav Army and Secbian paramilitaries in the

vegion in 1991.

) ; However, gince in
themacives displaced from
prevent the Croatisn Serbs

mymuﬁchm-wmmwwwmsm~
other areas of Croatia — returm ' will need to b & two-way process to
frown leaving Croada. _ )

“mopmmmmdmugummommmmvabmmed,it
muldnothcthcﬁmmmﬁumolmmqmmicnmwmmum of minozities 1o

communities in other areas

af the country,” Amuesty Internations] said. “Only the guarsates of a

safe environment will encourage Croatlan Serbs %o remain i the syes.”
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