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Country Report on Terrorism 2022 - Chapter
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Aka ISIS in the Philippines; ISIL Philippines; ISIL in the Philippines; IS
Philippines; ISP; Islamic State in the Philippines; Islamic State of Iraq and
Syria in  South-East Asia; Dawlatul Islamiyah Waliyatul Masrik,
DIWM; Dawlatul Islamiyyah Waliyatul Mashriq; IS East Asia Division; ISIS
Branch in the Philippines; ISIS’ “Philippines province”; ISIS-East Asia.

Description:  ISIS-Philippines (ISIS-P) was designated as an FTO on
February 28, 2018. In 2014 a faction of ASG militants under the command
of now-deceased leader Isnilon Hapilon pledged allegiance to ISIS and
later formed the ISIS branch in 2016. Some Abu Sayyaf Group factions
have been reported to interact and coordinate with ISIS-P, including
participating in attacks that are claimed by ISIS in the Sulu archipelago.

Activities: Since 2016, ISIS-P has claimed responsibility for numerous
attacks against Philippine security forces, including 2017 fighting
inMarawithat claimed more than 1,000 lives and forced more than
300,000 residents to flee the area; a 2018 suicide bomb attack on a
military checkpoint in Basilan that killed at least 11 people; and several
attacks in 2021.

ISIS-P also has claimed responsibility for attacks targeting civilians,
including the 2019 Jolo cathedral bombing in Sulu, a complex suicide
attack carried out by an Indonesian couple during mass, killing 23 people
and wounding more than 100 others; and twin suicide bomb attacks in
the Sulu province in 2020 that killed more than a dozen people and
injured more than 70 others. In 2021, Philippine authorities arrested
several ASG members, including an ASG bomb expert linked to the Jolo
cathedral bombings. In November, ISIS-P was suspected of bombing a
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passenger bus in the southern Philippines that killed one and wounded
11.

Strength: ISIS-P is estimated to have a small cadre of fighters in the
southern Philippines, but exact numbers are unknown.

Location/Area of Operation: Philippines.

Funding and External Aid: ISIS-P receives some financial assistance from
ISIS-core but relies mostly on criminal activities such as kidnappings for
ransom and extortion. It maintains training camps in remote areas under
its control and acquires weapons through smuggling and captured or
black-market purchases of arms from the Philippine military.
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